
White farmers
jailed for murder
of black teen in
South Africa
MAFIKENG: A South African court yes-
terday handed jail terms of 23 and 18
years to two white farmers who murdered
a black teenager suspected of stealing
sunflowers in a remote farming communi-
ty. Pieter Doorewaard, 28, and Philip
Schutte, 35, were found to have killed 15-
year-old Matlhomola Mosweu, also spelt
Moshoeu, on April 20 2017, after claiming
they caught him taking a plant from a farm
in the area.

Doorewaard was jailed for at least 18
years and Schutte was jailed for at least
23. The boy died after being thrown out of
a moving vehicle driven by the pair and
suffering a broken neck, in a case that
sparked rioting and looting of white-
owned businesses in the town of Coligny.
The men had claimed that the teen
jumped off the truck as they drove him to
the police but it was Schutte who was
found to have thrown the boy to his death.

Judge Ronald Hendricks previously
also found the pair guilty of kidnapping
and intimidation. “Murder is undoubtedly

the most serious offence that can be com-
mitted,” said Hendricks. “You picked up
the deceased and threw him from the van
onto the ground. “Your actions that day...
were indeed disgraceful.” Ahead of the
sentencing, Schutte’s wife fixed his collar
and kissed him in the dock. The judge
paused as his comments were translated
into Afrikaans, the language often spoken
by white farmers in South Africa. “It can-
not be ignored that the community revolt-
ed as a result of this incident,” added the
judge.

‘Inaction of the police’ 
“This was largely because of the inac-

tion of the police. “The community of
Coligny was polarized as a result of this
incident.” Other family members watched
on as the judge announced his ruling-as
did members of the radical Economic
Freedom Fighters Party which has vigor-
ously opposed racism against the coun-
try’s black majority. Mosweu’s father said
after the hearing he had hoped for 30 to
40 year sentences and that he would be
negatively affected if the sentences were
appealed. “I want to say to white ladies,
don’t allow your husband, brother, uncle
or son to indoctrinate their kids with this
racism,” said a community leader speak-
ing inside the court.

“It’s not all whites in Coligny who are
racist-it’s a pocket.” “(Society) has to
operate like a piano-you play black and
white keys together you get a melody,” he

added. Racially-charged incidents
between white farm owners and managers
and poor black farmhands are common in
South Africa. In 2016 two white farmers in
eastern Mpumalanga province forced into
a coffin a black man they accused of tres-
passing. The case sparked outrage after a
video of the incident emerged on social
media and the two were handed jail terms
of 19 and 16 years.

Judge Hendricks said in mitigation of
Doorewaard and Schutte’s sentences that

“there was no direct intention to kill the
deceased”. “(You are) first time offend-
ers,” he added giving reasons for not
imposing life sentences. “However the
aggravating circumstances of this case far
outway mitigating (factors).” The govern-
ment said in a statement that “South
Africans should not allow actions like that
of the two men to divide our country and
communities”. “Government calls on all
parties to work together to foster recon-
ciliation,” it said. — AFP 

CAIRO: Tens of thousands of Algerians have rallied
against their president’s bid for a fifth term in office,
spurred on by social media which one observer says
has helped “break the wall of fear”. “No to a fifth term”,
“civil disobedience” and “Algeria rises up” are just
some of the popular hashtags urging Algerians to
protest against ailing President Abdelaziz Bouteflika’s
determination to seek re-election. The 82-year-old
leader has been in power for 20 years and has rarely
been seen in public since suffering a stroke in 2013.

He went on to win polls the following year, but since
then something has changed. “The internet has allowed
Algerian youth to see what is happening in other coun-
tries culturally, economically, politically, as well as see-
ing younger presidents compared to theirs,” said
Brahim Oumansour, a Paris-
based researcher at the
Institute of International and
Strategic Relations (IRIS). 

“All this serves to amplify
the anger, disappointment
and frustration of not reach-
ing the achievements of other
countries,” said Oumansour.
When protests began on
February 22, young Algerians
were not only calling for the
president to go but also voic-
ing their bitterness at a lack of opportunities. The virtu-
al space has helped “break the wall of fear”,
Oumansour added.

Groups mobilizing people online include the Active
Youth Collective, a network of activists founded in
December which runs a Facebook page. “Social net-
works play a very important role and the transmission
of words can spread faster,” said Okba Bellabas, one of
its 25 founding members. Lawyers, journalists and stu-
dents are all part of the group, which has members in
Algeria and the diaspora. Although Bellabas believes
the Collective “cannot do without” social media, he
noted regular in-person meetings also played an impor-

tant part in cementing their presence on the ground.

Journalists slam censorship
While social media platforms are not banned in

Algeria, there have been reports of internet disruption
in the capital and elsewhere during protests. Well
before the demonstrations began, the government in
June cut the internet nationwide in a series of pre-
planned blackouts-to stop students cheating in their
high school exams. But Algerians have expressed sur-
prise that despite their rallying cries online against the
president, so far there have been no publicized arrests
over their use of social media.

Across the continent in Sudan, meanwhile, protests
against President Omar al-Bashir’s rule have been met

with sweeping new powers
which criminalize publishing
news “that hurts the citizens
or the constitutional system”.
Sudan already has a dire rep-
utation for media freedom-
ranked 174th out of 180 coun-
tries on Reporters Without
Borders’ press freedom
index-although Algeria also
comes in at a poor 136th
place. In Algiers, around 100
journalists held a protest on

Thursday against what they deemed censorship of cov-
erage of the demonstrations against Bouteflika. A dozen
of them were arrested but later released, according to a
police official.

‘Best weapons’ 
In Algeria, as elsewhere, the vital step has been to

translate discontent aired online to the streets. “The
mobilization did not just stop at Facebook,” said Dalia
Ghanem, a researcher at the Carnegie Middle East
Center in Beirut. “These are not anonymous internet
users. They are citizens who know that the only way to
challenge those in power is precisely through organiz-

ing,” she added. Amateur footage of the protests has
been widely circulated on Twitter, Facebook or
Instagram. 

“Algerians know that their best weapons are non-
violence and social  networks,” said Ghanem.
Demonstrators in both Algeria and Sudan have
received plenty of support online from disenchanted
youth in the Arab world, particularly in Egypt where
protests are effectively outlawed. Last week a sole
demonstrator was arrested in downtown Cairo after
holding a poster with the words “Sisi , Leave”,

according to human rights lawyers. 

War veterans 
Meanwhile, Algerian war veterans said that protesters

demanding ailing President Abdelaziz Bouteflika step
down after 20 years in power had legitimate concerns
and they urged all citizens to demonstrate - another sign
of cracks in the ruling elite. The ongoing unrest poses the
biggest challenge yet to the Bouteflika and his inner cir-
cle which includes members of the military and intelli-
gence services and businessmen. — Agencies 
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MAFIKENG: Pieter Doorewaard, 28 (left) and Philip Schutte, 35, wait for their
sentencing procedure yesterday at the Mahikeng High Court in Mahikeng,
South Africa. — AFP 

ALGIERS: Algerian students demonstrate in the capital Algiers against their ailing president’s bid for a fifth term.
Algerians yesterday dismissed President Abdelaziz Bouteflika’s promise to quit early if re-elected for a fifth time
in April and eyed fresh protests to push him from office. — AFP 

News in brief

Tens of thousands 
rallied against

the Algerian 
president 

War veterans back protests demanding end to Bouteflika’s rule

Social media breaks ‘wall of 
fear’ for Algerian protesters

Flash floods, snow kill 59 

KABUL: Flash floods, heavy rains and snowfall
have killed at least 59 people across Afghanistan
during the past two weeks and left thousands
homeless, with the southern provinces of Helmand
and Kandahar the worst-hit, an Afghan official said
yesterday. Some 5,000 people were displaced in
Kandahar alone, the Afghanistan National Disaster
Management Authority (ANDMA) said, though a
UN relief agency reckoned at least 15,300 people in
the province had been affected by the calamitous
weather. Hashmat Khan Bahaduri, spokesman for
ANDMA, said the damage and casualty estimates
could rise as some provinces had still to conduct
assessments. — Reuters

Irishman brutally murdered 

KUALA LUMPUR: An Irishman has been brutally
murdered in Malaysia, with his body found tied up
and covered with stab wounds in a high-end condo-
minium, reports said yesterday. Brian Patrick
O’Reilly’s body was discovered Monday in George
Town, on the northern island of Penang, where he
had been working as an IT manager for about a
month, official news agency Bernama reported, citing
police. Two people, a man in his 40s and a woman in
her 30s, have been arrested as part of investigations.
Police are also hunting a “fair-skinned foreign man”,
The Star newspaper reported. The 50-year-old’s
hands had reportedly been tied together with
shoelaces and his legs were bound with cloth. — AFP 

Gabon seizes ‘sacred’ wood

LIBREVILLE: Customs officers have seized a major
haul of kevazingo, a precious wood whose exploita-
tion is banned in Gabon where it is considered
sacred, a report said yesterday. About 1,000 cubic
meters of the rare hardwood-or 30 large container-
loads-were confiscated along with other wood in a
warehouse at the Owendo timber port on the
Libreville peninsula last week, campaigning group
Conservation Justice reported. The head of the
Chinese business that owned the warehouse and two
other employees had been arrested and remained in
custody, the group said. Timber from kevazingo trees,
which take many years to mature, is highly valued in
Asia and fetches very high prices. — AFP 

Russia cracks down on spies

MOSCOW: President Vladimir Putin yesterday
said the Russian special services had ended the
work of hundreds of spies and informers in the
country last year. In a speech to the officers of the
FSB security service, which he led before becoming
president, Putin said foreign intelligence agencies
were stepping up activity in Russia. “Thanks to
successfully executed special operations, the activ-
ity of 129 spies and 465 informers was stopped” in
2018, he said.  “Foreign intelligence agencies are
striving to increase their activity in the Russian
space, looking for access by any means to political,
economic, scientific, technological information,” he
added.  The FSB’s work “must be efficient, especial-
ly regarding the production of Russian weapons
systems,” Putin said. — AFP 

Women can
defeat ‘angry
white men’ 
LONDON: To fight a rising wave of
populism that threatens to swamp
women’s rights, women of diverse back-
grounds need to get into politics, the
outgoing head of Britain’s first feminist
political party said. Sophie Walker, who
resigned from the Women’s Equality
Party in January, said the wave of right-
wing populism around the world was
“deeply sinister” and threatened basic
women’s rights. “I’ve been to many
places around the world and heard testi-
monies from political feminist leaders
about the massive impact on women’s
rights that this populist movement is
having. The threat is very real,” the for-
mer Reuters journalist said.

Walker’s view is shared by a global
group of women’s leaders who released
a letter this week that said rising right-
wing populism was eroding hard-won
women’s rights around the world, with
abortion rights as a primary target.
“Politics has failed when we run out of
ideas and a bunch of angry white men
are able to repackage traditional ideas
of patriarchy as the solution for our
future,” said Walker in a phone interview
with the Thomson Reuters Foundation
late Monday.

Diversity
To counteract that, Walker said, the

answer is simple: mobilize more women
into politics, especially those from
diverse and minority backgrounds. And
that is exactly what Walker said she
plans to do after leaving the WEP, nearly
four years after taking the helm of the
newly-formed party in 2015.

“We have to make more women from
more diverse backgrounds to become
leaders and activists. For women in
minority backgrounds, it is essential that
they see space for themselves in the
feminist movement,” she said ahead of
International Women’s Day on Friday.
While the 2017 UK elections led to a
record 208 female members of parlia-
ment (MPs) - about a third of all MPs -
just 4 percent were from black, Asian,
and minority ethnic backgrounds,
according to women’s rights group
Fawcett Society.

Britain sits at number 39 out of 193
countries in a league table by the Inter-
Parliamentary Union (IPU) that tallies
the number of women in parliament, far
behind Rwanda, Cuba and Bolivia, which
have female majorities. As her party pre-
pares to appoint an interim leader,
Walker said she plans to work with
grassroots women activists to guide
them into political careers so they too
can lead from the front. “Those are the
women who are going to be the next
generation’s politicians, and I want to
find them and I want to help them in any
possible way I can,” she said.

Vitriol
It is not secret that being a woman

in politics is difficult, Walker said, and
the amount of abuse that female politi-
cians receive is partly to blame. Nearly
45 percent of all women parliamentari-
ans had received threats of death, rape,
beatings or abduction during their
term, according to a 2016 study by the
IPU. Many politicians in Britain have
become more vocal about the abuse
they face after opposition Labor politi-
cian Jo Cox, a 41-year-old mother of
two children, was shot and stabbed to

death a week before Britain’s 2016 vote
to leave the European Union. 

“I think it is still extremely hard for
women in politics. Women are stil l
more subjected to abuse than their
male counterparts. The vitriol takes
my breath away,” Walker said. But
that is precisely why more women
need to be in pol i t ics, she added.
“There’s a hugely long way to go, but
I would say that to any woman who is
consider ing moving into pol i t ics :
there is a sisterhood waiting to help
you,” Walker said. — Reuters

London: A video grab from footage broadcast by the UK Parliament’s Parliamentary
Recording Unit (PRU) shows Britain’s Prime Minister Theresa May as she speaks during
the weekly Prime Minister’s Questions (PMQs) in the House of Commons yesterday. — AFP  


