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Visitors’ health insurance likely
enforced before Ramadan

Fee hoped to curb entry of beggars on visit visas
By A Saleh and Meshaal Al-Enezi

KUWAIT: Both the government and lawmakers agreed
to accelerate the issuance of a law to impose health
insurance on visitors to Kuwait, well-informed ministe-
rial sources said. The sources added that the new health
insurance is expected to go in effect within two months
and before the holy month of Ramadan, when demand
increases for visit visas. Furthermore, the fees should
help deter people who take advantage of increased
charity during the holy month and come to Kuwait in
Ramadan on visit visas to practice begging; an issue
that local authorities have been fighting in recent years.

Medicine practice law
Kuwait Medical Association (KMA) conducted a

one-month survey on the proposed amendments to the
medicine practice law, including Kuwait Lawyers
Association and law professors at Kuwait University.

KMA Chairman Dr Ahmad Thuwaini Al-Enezi
announced coordinating with the Ministry of Health’s
committee entrusted with setting the new law for the
final touches, since KMA is the official body represent-
ing doctors and protecting their rights.

Multi-storey parking 
Kuwait Municipality’s legal department manager

Rajaan Al-Ghareeb rejected a proposal by municipal
councilmember Abdul Aziz Al-Mejel to allocate land for
the private sector to build multi-storey parking build-
ings in the Capital governorate. Ghareeb said land had
been previously allocated and the private sector volun-
teered to build and maintain the buildings, but has
failed to keep its promises so far. 

Drainage system
Allowing increasing the height of buildings built

along the coastline by 150 to 400 percent will overload

the drainage system grids in the southern regions, said
Ministry of Public Works (MPW) sources, adding that
this will lead to large inflows into the southern purifica-
tion and sewage water treatment plants, far more than
that assessed in the 2002 and 2012 structural plans. The
sources added that MPW has set many solutions to
absorb the extra influx, including expanding Um Al-
Haiman plant, installing a temporary treatment plant in
Sabah Al-Ahmad City and cancelling the Riqqa plant. 

Low-cost housing
Manager of the low-cost housing project at the

publ ic  authority for  housing welfare Memdeh
Qobailan Al-Shemmari said the first phase of the
project includes building 9,800 200-sq-m housing
units, a 250,000-gallon irrigation reservoir and
another for underground water. Shemmari added
that the project being built over a total area of 830
hectares 16 km south of Salmi highway will cost KD

68.1 million and house around 88,700 residents. 

National grid
The Ministry of Electricity and Water (MEW) has

plans to add 11,000 megawatts to the national grid
within the next 10 years in order to meet the growing
demand for water and electricity caused by urban
expansions, power plant projects’ chief engineer Ahmad
Qassim said. He added that MEW is currently execut-
ing three projects, including the third phase of Subbiya
plant with a 931 megawatt capacity, the first phase of
Subbiya project with a 250 megawatt capacity and the
third phase of South Zour project with a 250 megawatt
capacity, which are all expected to be finished during
the summer of 2019. Qassim added that documents
needed to offer a tender on hiring a consultant for the
first phase of Nuwaiseeb project for public bidding
during the fourth quarter of 2020 to generate 3,600
megawatts are currently in progress. 

KUWAIT: Around 115 people died of drug overdoses in
2018, including 50 Kuwaitis, Al-Qabas reported yester-
day. The majority of the victims were youths, while mor-
phine was the main cause of death, informed sources
said. Among the dead are six women and 109 men, said
the sources. Bedoons rank second after Kuwaitis with 18
victims of both genders, followed by Egyptians in third
place with 10 males. The rest of the victims are of vari-
ous nationalities

Money laundering
The criminal court will look on March 26 into the

case of money laundering and real estate fraud in which
a former MP is accused, following complaints from citi-
zens. The detention renewal judge released the former
MP on KD 20,000 bail, while the public prosecution

banned him from traveling over other cases, Al-Rai
reported yesterday. The misdemeanors court had earlier
sentenced the former MP to one year in jail in a swin-
dling case worth millions of dinars. He made investors
believe in the existence of projects and residential
apartments in Turkey and Saudi Arabia.

Bootlegger arrested
A driver was arrested by Ahmadi police for selling

liquor, and 28 bottles of liquor were found in his spon-
sor’s car. Police pulled over the car driven by an Asian.
When they approached it, a strong liquor odor was
noticed. The driver was in an abnormal condition, so he
was arrested and the liquor was found in the trunk, Al-
Rai reported. He said he took advantage of his job to
deliver the liquor.

Family dispute
Policemen arrested an expat in Kuwait, who after

getting a call from his brother who is outside Kuwait,
stormed his sister-in-law’s apartment and beat and
threatened her due to a financial dispute. The woman
called police for help, and the suspect was arrested. A
police source said the suspect confessed to heeding his
brother’s demands, who urged him to commit the crime,
so he was detained, Al-Rai reported.

Drug overdoses
behind 115
deaths last year

KUWAIT: (From left) Dr Rashad Salamah, Dr Khalid Al-Saleh and Dr Abdelsalam Al-Najjar attend a press con-
ference to announce launching an awareness campaign against colon and rectal cancer.

By Abdellatif Sharaa

KUWAIT: The national campaign for fighting cancer,
also known as Cancer Aware Nation (CAN), launched
an awareness campaign against colon and rectal cancer
with a press conference at the Radisson Blu Hotel in the
presence of Deputy Chairman Dr Khalid Ahmad Al-
Saleh, Dr Rasheed Al-Hamad, Dr Hussa Al-Shaheen, Dr
Rashad Salamah and Dr Abdelsalam Al-Najjar.

Saleh said there is a 60 to 70 percent recovery rate
from cancer. “As we have succeeded in spreading an
early detection culture, this will reach 80 percent,” he
said, adding all CAN board members believe aware-
ness is the cornerstone in fighting cancer. He said true
awareness has three basic concepts - the first is mak-
ing people understand risk factors. “When we stay
away from risk factors, we reduce incident rates. The

second is early detection - the secret of cancer fight-
ing success.”

According to Saleh, cancer is no longer a deadly
disease as it once used to. “Here comes the third and
last concept - awareness, which means we send a posi-
tive message to everybody in Kuwait that cancers are
not fatal diseases, and people must be ‘reprogrammed’
to not be afraid. They will be ready to go and see their
doctor when they feel any symptom, and be ready to
go along with the treatment,” he said.

“We as doctors have noticed that the treated per-
son has a greater recovery rate and has nutritional,
spiritual and family support, better than the person
who is treated outside Kuwait. Cancer is a complex
disease, which means that it needs medicine, family
support and nutrition, and this formula is the secret of
success,” Saleh said.

Saleh said CAN has an agreement with the public
food and nutrition authority. “This agreement consti-
tutes a new era in Kuwait because we will start with
sound nutrition from childhood. Students will learn in
schools how and what to eat, so that a person in Kuwait
can learn the culture of nutrition since childhood.” He
added that food culture is very important, “because
when we spread this culture among the youth, we will
guarantee the reduction of cancer cases.” 

CAN launches
campaign against
colon, rectal cancer

By Meshaal Al-Enezi 

KUWAIT: Authorities filed 181 citations against viola-
tors of the labor law at the Shadadiya university site
during an unscheduled campaign yesterday. The crack-
down came as part of the activities of a joint commit-
tee that includes members from the Public Authority
for Manpower, Interior Ministry and Commence
Ministry to adjust local labor market conditions,
Manpower Authority Director Ahmed Al-Moussa
announced. Inspection teams found 117 laborers hold-
ing article 20 residency visas (domestic helpers), 15
shepherds and 49 private sector workers working at
the site, Moussa explained, adding that the arrested

laborers were referred to relevant authorities pending
further measures. 

‘Bachelors’ phenomenon
A Kuwait Municipality committee formed by minis-

terial resolution number 57/2019 to follow up the issue
of ‘bachelors’ residing in private and model residential
areas met under the chairmanship of the municipality’s
deputy director for Farwaniya and Mubarak Al-Kabeer
affairs Ammar Al-Ammar. The meeting was also attend-
ed by Farwaniya security director Maj Gen Ahmad Al-
Ali and representatives from several state departments
to discuss setting a mechanism to fight this phenome-
non. Ammar said that this phenomenon is alien to the
Kuwaiti society and has been snowballing and posing
extra burdens on public facilities in these areas. He also
noted that relevant authorities had been invited to the
committee’s meeting next week to discuss solutions to
evict bachelors from those areas. Ammar added that
municipal branch managers had been instructed to list
the buildings turned into bachelors’ houses in private
and model residential areas.

181 labor law
violations detected at
university project’s site


