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Online process to begin with domestic workers from March 10

News in brief

Civil ID to be proof of residency 
after iqama sticker scrapped

By Faten Omar

KUWAIT: The interior ministry yesterday announced
the cancellation of the use of residency stickers on
expats’ passports, saying all the needed data will be on
their civil IDs, which will be considered as proof of res-
idence for expats. During a press conference yesterday,
Director-General of the Residency Affairs Department
Brig Abdulqader Al-Shaaban said the decision to scrap
the residency sticker on the passport will go into effect
on March 10, 2019. 

The decision does not include holders of article 14
(temporary residence) visas and those who received
residency stickers before the implementation of the
resolution. Shaaban said foreign residents in Kuwait
will not be allowed to enter or leave the country
unless they hold a valid passport and a civil ID card
issued by the Public Authority for Civil Information
(PACI). He noted that in case of losing the ID card
during travel, the same procedures should be followed
for a lost passport. 

PACI Director General Musaed Al-Assousi affirmed
that the cancelation of the residency sticker was on the
direct order of Deputy Prime Minister and Interior
Minister Sheikh Khaled Al-Jarrah Al-Sabah, who gave
this project attention and direct follow-up because of its
impact on most segments of the society and to simplify
and facilitate the transition towards electronic services. 

“Expats should go on the website that serves as a
link between the interior ministry and PACI. The
authority will update the individual’s data and send a
text message to the concerned person upon completion
of the ID. The message will have a link to complete the
procedures for issuing the civil ID and paying the nec-
essary fees for issuing it,” Assousi explained.

He noted that expatriates who have received resi-
dence stickers on their passports or travel documents
before the decision will remain valid until the expiration
of the residency. “We stress the need to ensure the first
and last name as well the passport number match what
is printed on the civil ID card to avoid any obstacles
while traveling,” he added.

General Manager of the General Administration of
Information Systems Ismail Al-Yassin said: “We will
first start this with domestic workers (article 20). The
website will allow sponsors to renew residencies that
will expire within two months, starting from March 10.
Soon, the rest of expats will also be able to get their
residencies online.”

Last month, Assistant Undersecretary for Residency
Affairs Maj Gen Talal Maarafi said the new measure will
consume fewer passport pages. It will also help stop
sponsors from holding expats’ passports and put an
end to this problem for good, he added, although it
remains to be seen if sponsors will be willing to do so,
despite it being illegal. 

KUWAIT: HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah received visiting Russian Foreign
Minister Sergey Lavrov and his accompanying delega-
tion at Bayan Palace yesterday. HH the Amir requested
that the foreign minister relay to Russian President
Vladimir Putin his greetings and good wishes. 

Later, speaking at a joint press conference with
Lavrov, Deputy Premier and Foreign Minister Sheikh
Sabah Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah said Kuwait wel-
comes Lavrov’s second visit within two years, which is
a clear indication of the friendly country’s keenness of
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Lavrov meets Amir, holds talks 

KUWAIT: HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov
at Bayan Palace yesterday. — KUNA 

No driving licenses for nurses, muezzins

KUWAIT: The Traffic Department’s Assistant
Director General for Traffic Regulations Col Yousuf
Al-Khaddah issued a decision banning the issuance
of driving licenses to muezzins and nurses. A source
said the ban on these two groups is due to the fact
that the majority of muezzins stay in the mosques
where they work. As for nurses, they are supposed
to travel in health ministry buses. — Al-Anbaa

Moody’s downgrades Oman to junk

DUBAI: Moody’s cut Oman’s credit rating to junk
with a negative outlook, citing fiscal challenges at a
time of moderate oil prices in a move set to keep its
borrowing costs high. Moody’s said in a statement on
Tuesday that Oman could face external vulnerability
as wide fiscal deficits will contribute to wide current
account deficits, perpetuating Oman’s dependence
on steady inflows of external financing. — Reuters 

EU vetoes money-laundering list 

BRUSSELS: Envoys from the 28 EU member states
yesterday unanimously rejected a proposal by the
European Commission to add Saudi Arabia and oth-
er nations to the bloc’s money-laundering blacklist,
European sources said. The ill-fated plan  infuriated
Saudi Arabia as well as the US and exasperated
European capitals. The EU governments “cannot
support the current proposal,” said a strongly word-
ed draft statement. — AFP 

UN rights chief slams ‘divisive policies’

GENEVA: UN human rights chief Michelle Bachelet
warned India yesterday that its “divisive policies”
could undermine economic growth. “We are receiv-
ing reports that indicate increasing harassment and
targeting of minorities - in particular Muslims and
people from historically disadvantaged and margin-
alized groups, such as Dalits and Adivasis,” Bachelet
said in her annual report to the UN Human Rights
Council. — Reuters 

Rape victim kills attacker 

KOLKATA: An Indian woman who was raped and
set on fire killed her attacker by dragging him into
the flames, police said yesterday. The woman sur-
vived with burns to her face and hands while the
man died in hospital from his injuries. The widow, 35,
told police that the man, 42, attacked and raped her
in her home north of Kolkata on Monday, when her
daughters were out. “Then he poured kerosene on
her body and set her on fire,” police officer Sajal
Kanti Biswas said. — AFP 

KUWAIT: First Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Defense Sheikh Nasser Sabah
Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah speaks during a National Assembly session yesterday. —  KUNA 

ST ADOLPHE, Canada: People play in a maze built by farmers Clint and Angie Masse on March 3, 2019. — AFP 

By B Izzak

KUWAIT: The National Assembly yes-
terday overwhelmingly approved in the
first reading a key amendment to the
labor law in the private sector to
increase annual leave from 30 to 35
days. All 45 MPs present voted for the
amendment, which will become final
when the Assembly holds the second and

final voting on the law. The government
did not object but refused to make it
retroactive from 2010, saying it is not
possible to apply the law in this fashion.
The law applies to both Kuwaitis and
expatriates working in the private sector.
The last time the annual leave was
increased was in 2010, when the current
labor law underwent massive changes. 

The Assembly also asked the housing
ministry to investigate allegations that
official documents show that 400 cou-
ples who applied for government hous-
ing are in fact “male couples”. MP
Abdullah Al-Roumi said Minister of
State for Housing Affairs Jenan Bushehri
has said that authorities found the names
of husband and wife applicants were all
male names. He said that these alleged
forgers did so to benefit from housing 
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35-day leave; 
probe into 400 
‘male couples’

ST ADOLPHE, Canada: A-maze-ing: A snow labyrinth
in the frigid, windswept prairies of Western Canada has
broken the record for the world’s biggest. According to
Guinness World Records, the whopping 2,789.11 square
meters of terrain dwarfs the previous Canadian record

holder at the Fort William Historical Park in Thunder
Bay, Ontario. For years, farmers Clint and Angie Masse
would ring in the fall harvest by building a corn maze on
their property just outside of the small town of St
Adolphe, a short drive from Winnipeg, Manitoba.

With a long, cold winter in the Canadian forecast,
they decided late last year to try to extend the experi-
ence of finding one’s way through the network of paths
and hedges by several months. And despite tempera-
tures plunging to a low of -40 degrees Celsius in
January, people kept coming in droves. But it was no
easy feat, Clint Masse told AFP.
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MUMBAI: Workers in India’s Kerala state are now
getting a three-hour afternoon siesta as part of a series
of benefits aimed at combating soaring temperatures
and improving labor conditions, government officials
said yesterday. Kerala, which suffered its worst floods
in a century last year, is bracing itself for more extreme
weather conditions in 2019 and the state’s disaster
management authority last week issued sunstroke
warnings for the next three months.

“There is extreme heat in Kerala. So we are making
arrangements for workers and have announced a three-
hour break from noon until 3 pm,” said Sreedharan
Tulasidharan, a labor commissioner with the Kerala
government. There are an estimated 3 million migrant
workers in Kerala, which offers daily wages that are up
to three times higher than in other Indian states, labor
rights campaigners say. Most work in the construction,
agriculture, mining and fishing industries.

“We call them our guests. Migrant workers’ output is
very high. Their productivity contributes to our GDP.
We are nurturing and treating them well,” Tulasidharan
told the Thomson Reuters Foundation by phone.
Climate experts have warned that the world can expect
higher temperatures and more frequent heat waves,
with the poorest communities likely to be worst-affect-
ed as the impacts of climate change kick-in.

The World Health Organization says heat-stress,
linked to climate change, is likely to cause 38,000 extra
deaths a year worldwide between 2030 and 2050.
Home to 60 percent of the world’s population, Asia-
Pacific is the planet’s most disaster-prone region,
according to the Asia-Pacific Disaster Report 2017.
India, with approximately 1.3 billion people, is the sec-
ond most populous country in the world and also
among the most disaster-prone. 
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