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Phoenix Suns stun Milwaukee Bucks
Clippers take care of skidding Lakers

PHOENIX:  Giannis Antetokounmpo #34 of the Milwaukee Bucks handles the ball guarded by Kelly Oubre Jr. #3 of the Phoenix Suns during the second half of the NBA game at Talking Stick Resort Arena on Monday in Phoenix, Arizona. The Suns defeated
the Bucks 114-105. — AFP

PHOENIX: Kelly Oubre Jr. recorded 27 points, 13
rebounds and three blocked shots, and Devin Booker
scored 22 points as the lowly Phoenix Suns pulled off a
stunning 114-105 victory over the visiting Milwaukee
Bucks on Monday night. Deandre Ayton registered 19
points, 12 rebounds and three blocked shots, and Josh
Jackson scored 16 for Phoenix. The Suns have won
three of four since enduring a franchise-worst, 17-
game losing streak. Tyler Johnson had 13 points and
four steals and also knocked down the tiebreaking
basket for the Suns, who outscored Milwaukee 38-23
in the fourth quarter. Giannis Antetokounmpo had 21
points, 13 rebounds, six assists and three steals for the
NBA-best Bucks, who have lost two straight after win-
ning 19 of the previous 21 games. Malcolm Brogdon
scored 19 points.

SPURS 104, NUGGETS 103
DeMar DeRozan scored 24 points, and LaMarcus

Aldridge added 22 points as San Antonio outlasted vis-
iting Denver to capture its third straight victory. San
Antonio led by 21 points in the second quarter and by
17 with 9:10 to go in the game, but Denver got within

one point when Jamal Murray canned a 3-pointer with
49.6 seconds left. The Nuggets then missed four shots
at a win in the remaining time. Murray scored 25 points,
and Nikola Jokic had 22 points and 10 rebounds for
Denver, which has lost three games in a row.

PELICANS 115, JAZZ 112
Jrue Holiday and Julius Randle each scored 30

points to lead New Orleans to a 115-112 come-from-
behind victory over Utah in Salt Lake City. Anthony
Davis totaled 15 points and 11 rebounds in only three
quarters for the Pelicans, who won their third straight.
Davis did not play the entire fourth quarter. The Jazz
led by 17 points in the second quarter and by 14 early
in the fourth. Jae Crowder and Kyle Korver totaled 20
points apiece off the bench to lead Utah. Rudy Gobert
scored 19 points and collected 19 rebounds, and
Donovan Mitchell added 19 points with nine assists.

CLIPPERS 113, LAKERS 105
Danilo Gallinari scored 23 points, and the visiting

Los Angeles Clippers defeated the Los Angeles Lakers
for their third consecutive victory.

Lou Williams scored 21 points off the bench, and
Montrezl Harrell added 14 points and 11 rebounds in a
reserve role for the Clippers. Rajon Rondo scored a
season-high 24 points to go with 10 rebounds and 12
assists for his first triple-double with the Lakers.
LeBron James finished with 27 points, eight rebounds
and six assists.

KINGS 115, KNICKS 108
Harry Giles III contributed a dunk and a hook shot

to an eight-point run that opened the fourth quarter,
and Sacramento finally was able to pull away from visit-
ing New York. Buddy Hield had 28 points and Harrison
Barnes contributed 22 points and 10 rebounds for the
Kings, who had lost three in a row, including two
straight to begin a key four-game homestand. Knicks
rookie Allonzo Trier led all scorers with 29 points.

HEAT 114, HAWKS 113
Dwyane Wade scored 14 of his 23 points in the

fourth quarter as host Miami won consecutive games
for the first time since January, defeating Atlanta. Josh
Richardson added 19 points, and Justise Winslow added

18 for Miami, which finally beat Atlanta after losing the
first three games of this season’s four-game series. The
Hawks fell just short of what would have been their first
4-0 sweep of Miami since 1990-91.

Vince Carter, 42, led Atlanta with 21 points and made
a season-high seven 3-pointers. Carter surpassed Jamal
Crawford for sixth place in NBA history in terms of
career 3-pointers, ending the night with 2,199.
Crawford has 2,195 treys. Carter also surpassed Reggie
Miller (25,279 points) for 20th place in scoring, winding
up with 25,292 points.

NETS 127, MAVERICKS 88
DeMarre Carroll matched a season high with 22

points as Brooklyn coasted to a victory over Dallas in
New York. Rodions Kurucs added 19 points and
became the third rookie in Nets franchise history to hit
at least five 3-pointers in a game, going 5 of 7 from
long range. D’Angelo Russell collected 13 points and 11
assists as the Nets posted their most lopsided win
since moving from New Jersey in 2012. Dwight Powell
paced Dallas with 20 points, and rookie Luca Doncic
added 16. — Reuters

NAGPUR: India pulled off an eight-run victory in a
low-scoring thriller after all-rounder Vijay Shankar
picked two wickets in the final over of the second one-
day international against Australia yesterday.

The Australians needed 11 runs from the last over
with two wickets in hand but Shankar, playing only his
sixth ODI, kept his nerves to pick a wicket off his first
and third balls in the day-night game in Nagpur.

Skipper Virat Kohli, who struck 116 in India’s modest
total of 250, asked Shankar to bowl the final over ahead
of the regular Kuldeep Yadav, and he was rewarded
amply for his move.

The Aussies were bowled out for 242 off 49.3 overs

with Marcus Stoinis top-scoring with 52. It was the
500th win in one-day internationals for India.

The visitors were off to a steady start with openers
Aaron Finch (37) and Usman Khawaja (38) putting on
83 runs before being dismissed in successive overs.

Glenn Maxwell (18) saw his stumps being uprooted
after a ball from Kuldeep Yadav sneaked from under his
bat. But it was the run-out of Peter Handscomb who
looked set for a big score that hurt the visitors hard.

Handscomb, who made 48 off 59 balls, tried to take a
risky single but Ravindra Jadeja made no mistake in hit-
ting the stumps.

A double-strike by Jasprit Bumrah (2-29) turned the
game around for the Indians who ensured there was no
let-up in the pressure on the visitors.

Earlier Kohli smashed his 40th century on a chal-
lenging pitch that seemed to aid bowlers.

Kohli hit 10 fours in his 120-ball knock and held
anchor after Australian captain  Finch had elected to
bat. The Indians got off to a rocky start, losing openers
Rohit Sharma and Shikhar Dhawan (21) early in the
innings. Sharma (0) top-edged off Adam Zampa and

Dhawan (21) was given out leg before wicket after
Australia’s appeal was upheld on review.

India had no such luck as Ambati Rayudu’s decision
to appeal against the on-field umpire’s lbw decision
was turned down, the hosts reduced to a shaky 75-3.

Kohli, the world’s top-ranked ODI batsman, went for
the counter-attack, hitting two fours off the last two
balls of the 18th over by Zampa to underline his top
form. The 30-year-old skipper timed his innings per-
fectly, stitching a 81-run partnership with Shankar, who
impressed during his 41-ball 46 before being run out by
Zampa. Zampa struck again soon after, dismissing
Kedar Jadhav (11) and Mahendra Singh Dhoni (0) off
successive balls to stun the home crowd into silence.

But Kohli looked unfettered at the other end, reach-
ing his 40th ODI century with a four over backward
point.  The flamboyant captain removed his helmet and
raised his bat to acknowledge the applause from the
crowd and the dressing room.

Kohli’s innings ended when he holed a simple catch
to Stoinis off Pat Cummins who picked up four late
wickets. — AFP

India pull off 
narrow win in 
thrilling ODI

NAGPUR: Indian cricketer Kuldeep Singh celebrates after taking the
wicket of Australia batsman Glenn Maxwell during the second one-day
international (ODI) cricket match between India and Australia at the
Vidarbha Cricket Association Stadium in Nagpur yesterday. — AFP


