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JAKARTA: MotoGP’s return to Indonesia after
more than two decades has been met with jubila-
tion on the island of Lombok where sports fans
hope it will revive their earthquake-ravaged econ-
omy. MotoGP promoter Dorna Sports announced
in February it had signed a five-year deal with the
Indonesia Tourism Development Corporation
(ITDC) to hold an event on the island in 2021.

The premier motorbike race will be hosted on a
new street circuit that will reportedly be 4.32-kilo-
metres (2.68-miles) long with 18 corners. News of
the event has thrilled motorsports fans in
Indonesia, where MotoGP has a significant follow-
ing but has not seen a major race since 1997.

“If this plan materialises of course we would be
very happy,” Chandra Gunawan, vice president of
the Indonesian fan club of Valentino Rossi, told
AFP. “It’s been over 20 years since we hosted
MotoGP in the country.”

Indonesia last hosted MotoGP at Sentul
International Circuit, a permanent racing track in
West Java. However, the Lombok race will be held
on a custom-built street circuit-reportedly a world
first. French company Vinci Construction will build
the track as part of the $1 billion Mandalika coastal
development project in the south of Lombok.

Lombok, to the east of holiday hotspot Bali, was
rocked by a series of quakes in summer killed more
than 500 people and sparked a mass exodus of
foreigners from the tropical paradise.

Official figures showed tourist numbers plunged
nearly 70 percent in the months following, ripping
vital tourism dollars away from the local economy.
Many residents now hope the arrival of a world-
class sporting event will safeguard livelihoods for
years to come. “This is very cool, I can watch
MotoGP directly-I can see Valentino Rossi!” Lalu
Zulman Hakim, from the town of Kuta, told AFP.
“But we don’t want to be mere spectators, we hope
we can be involved,” he added.

Another Kuta resident Nasib Gunawan said he
hoped the “MotoGP circuit would create more
jobs.” Tourism officials are confident the event will
boost visitor numbers to Indonesia and help
Lombok recover from last year’s earthquakes.

“MotoGP brings a lot of potential for the econ-
omy,” ITDC director Abdulbar Mansoer told AFP.
Construction of the Mandalika complex will
include at least 1,000 hotel rooms and is expected
to finish in the second half of 2020.

Still, the project faces a number of challenges-
not least Indonesia’s exposure to natural disasters.
The sprawling archipelago straddles the so-called
Pacific ‘Ring of Fire’, where tectonic plates collide
and a large portion of the world’s volcanic erup-
tions and earthquakes occur.

Mansoer admitted Indonesia’s reputation as one
of the most disaster-prone nations could turn off
some tourists, but said Lombok was prepared. The
local disaster mitigation agency was installing a
tsunami warning system on the southern coast of
Lombok and evacuation plans were in place, he
added. Readying public transport and extending
Lombok airport’s runway were also pressing
issues. “In two years we have to come up with a
circuit and supporting facilities,” Mansoer said.
“It’s going to be a challenge, but we have to be
optimistic.” — AFP
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Marlins’ Brinson hits two more HRs 
to earn 9-8 victory over Nationals

Machado’s double for the first hit of spring 
FLORIDA: Miami outfielder Lewis Brinson continued
his home run tear Monday, going deep twice as the
Marlins earned a 9-8 victory over the Washington
Nationals in Jupiter, Fla. It was the second multi-homer
game of the spring for Brinson, who has five long balls
in Grapefruit League play. Brinson, 24, hit 11 major
league home runs last season after hitting two in 21
games in 2017. The Marlins won the game on Isaac
Galloway’s game-ending RBI single in the ninth inning.
Jacob Wilson hit a home run for the Nationals.

RED SOX 9, METS (SS) 3
Gorkys Hernandez hit a three-run home run as

Boston rolled to victory at Port St. Lucie, Fla. New York
starter Steven Matz was roughed up for four runs on
five hits over 2 2/3 innings. Former Heisman Trophy
winner and NFL quarterback Tim Tebow had two hits
while starting in left field for the Mets.

ORIOLES 9, TWINS 4
C.J. Cron hit two home runs and Jordany Valdespin

hit another, but Minnesota lost to Baltimore at Fort
Myers, Fla. Renato Nunez and Martin Cervenka came
off the bench to hit home runs for the Orioles.

METS (SS) 7, ASTROS (SS) 4
Pete Alonso and David Thompson each hit a home

run as New York won at West Palm Beach, Fla. Houston
starter Rogelio Armenteros pitched three scoreless
innings, and George Springer and Alex Bregman went
deep for the Astros.

ASTROS (SS) 4, BRAVES 3
Derek Fisher and Nick Tanielu each hit home runs as

Houston grabbed an early lead and held on at Lake
Buena Vista, Fla. Sean Kazmar Jr. and Ronald Acuna Jr.

each went deep for Atlanta

TIGERS 9, CARDINALS 5
Detroit showed its power potential as Mikie

Mahtook hit two home runs, while Kade Scivicque,
Jeimer Candelario and Jordy Mercer each added one in
a victory at Lakeland, Fla. Kolten Wong and Rangel
Ravelo homered for St. Louis.

REDS (SS) 3, DIAMONDBACKS 3
Matt Kemp hit his second home run of the spring for

Cincinnati, and his replacement in left field, Courtney
Hawkins, also went deep at Scottsdale, Ariz. David
Peralta had a pair of hits for Arizona.

PADRES 8, INDIANS 0
Manny Machado doubled for his first hit of the

spring, and left-hander Joey Lucchesi fired three score-
less innings as San Diego won easily at Peoria, Ariz.
Greg Allen had two hits for Cleveland.

ROCKIES 4, RANGERS 4
Colton Welker hit a two-run single in the eighth

inning to help Colorado to a tie at Surprise, Ariz.
Rougned Odor and Bubba Thompson each hit home
runs for Texas.

DODGERS 8, GIANTS 2
Edwin Rios hit a home run and Julio Urias struck out

three over two innings as Los Angeles won at
Scottsdale, Ariz. Jeff Samardzija pitched three scoreless
innings for San Francisco.

CUBS 9, REDS (SS) 1
Albert Almora Jr. hit his first home run of the spring,

and Alec Mills pitched two scoreless innings in a start

as Chicago won at Goodyear, Ariz. Aristides Aquino hit
a home run for Cincinnati’s only score.

WHITE SOX 6, ANGELS 6

Laz Rivera came off the bench to hit a home run as
Chicago rallied for the tie at Glendale, Ariz. Jarrett
Parker and Kaleb Cowart each hit home runs for Los
Angeles. —Reuters

WEST PALM BEACH: File photo shows Howie Kendrick #47 of the Washington Nationals hits the ball against the St
Louis Cardinals during a spring training game at The Fitteam Ballpark of the Palm Beaches on February 26, 2019 in
West Palm Beach, Florida. — AFP

VIENNA: Austrian authorities yesterday arrested a
cross-country skier already suspended over doping at
the 2014 Sochi Olympics, according to media reports,
in a widening scandal following several arrests last
week. Five other skiers and two cyclists are under
investigation as part of a probe into an alleged doping
ring based in Germany and led by a 40-year-old sports
doctor named as “Mark S”. Prosecutors in the city of
Innsbruck said they have arrested another Nordic skier.
They did not name him or give details of why he was
arrested.

But the Kronen newspaper named the man as
Johannes Duerr, who was thrown out of the Sochi
Olympics in 2014 after testing positive for blood boost-
er EPO. In a German TV programme broadcast in
January, Duerr set out detailed claims of how he went
about doping, as well alleging the complicity of some
employees of the Austrian Ski Association (OSV).

Prosecutors say last week’s police crackdown on the
alleged doping ring based in Erfurt in Germany was
sparked by Duerr’s revelations. Austrian police say the
ring has been active for at least five years.

‘Mark S’ is thought by police to have been a central
figure in the doping ring and was arrested along with
an alleged accomplice. Five skiers have been arrested:
two Austrians, Dominik Baldauf and Max Hauke,

Estonians Karel Tammjaerv and Andreas Veerpalu, and
Kazakh athlete Alexei Poltoranin.

Austrian cyclists Georg Preidler and Stefan Denifl

were suspended by the International Cycling Union
yesterday after being caught up in the same probe
last week. —AFP

Another skier 
arrested in 
doping scandal

SEEFELD: Picture taken on February 21, 2019 shows Austrian cross-country skier Dominik Baldauf competing in
the Men’s (skating) cross-country event at the FIS Nordic World Ski Championships in Seefeld, Austria. — AFP

LONDON: West Ham midfielder Declan Rice is free
to play for England after world governing body FIFA
confirmed his switch from Ireland. The highly rated
20-year-old, who was born in London but qualified
for Ireland via his paternal grandparents, considers
himself “to be of mixed nationality” and played three
times for Ireland.

But because they were friendlies it left the door
open for him to change allegiance and last month he
announced his intention to do so, a move that has
now been ratified by FIFA. “FIFA can now confirm
that the change of association of Declan Rice from
Republic of Ireland to England has been approved,”
said a spokesman for the world governing body.

After representing Ireland at youth level, Rice
went on to make three senior appearances last year,
including games against France and the United States
ahead of the World Cup. However, speculation over
his long-term international future mounted after he
became a West Ham regular under Manuel Pellegrini
this season.

In completing the switch, Rice follows in the foot-
steps of Aston Villa midfielder Jack Grealish, who
made the same move to England in 2016. “My pride
at wearing the Irish shirt was always 100 percent
genuine,” Rice said in a statement last month.
“Ultimately, it is a personal decision that I have made
with my heart and my head, based on what I believe
is best for my future.”

After gaining FIFA approval it now seems likely
that Rice, who has started every one of the 26
Premier League matches he has featured in this sea-
son, scoring two goals, will be fast-tracked into the
England set-up. —AFP

NEW DELHI: Seven years into his retirement and for-
mer test stalwart Rahul Dravid is still making silent and
important contribution for India, shaping the next gen-
eration of cricketers who will form the core of the team.

For a significant part of his 16-year Test career,
Dravid was the bulwark in India’s star-studded batting
lineup that also included Sachin Tendulkar, Sourav
Ganguly and V.V.S Laxman.

A classical batsman who built his game around a
near-impregnable defence and an over-my-dead-body
attitude, ‘The Wall’ was a purist’s delight even though
team mates often eclipsed his best efforts.

His 95 in his very first Test innings was overshad-
owed by fellow debutant Ganguly’s century in the 1996
match at Lord’s. Three years later, Dravid hit 145 in a
World Cup match against Sri Lanka but once again
Ganguly’s 183 was the talking point.

Dravid’s 180 in the 2001 Kolkata Test was crucial to
India’s stunning victory against Australia but still ended
up being second fiddle to Laxman’s epic 281.

Having quit international cricket with more than
24,000 runs against his name, Dravid has since taken
charge of India’s under-19 and A teams, overseeing the
seamless transition of youngsters into the senior side.

Among his wards, Mayank Agarwal, Prithvi Shah and
Hanuma Vihari have taken to Test cricket like duck to
water, all-rounder Vijay Shankar is staking World Cup
claims, while Shubhman Gill broke into the ODI team in
New Zealand. “He’s been a great mentor for us,”
Agarwal, who impressed on his maiden tour in
Australia, told Reuters. “We can always walk up to him,
speak to him about our batting, about our thought
process, the way we approach an innings or if there’s
any technical difficulty.” Shoehorned into the Indian
side midway through the Test series following an open-
ing crisis, Agarwal impressed immediately with two 75-

plus knocks in three innings. The 28-year-old said
Dravid helped him understand how to manage mental
energy in the long format. “We had a few chats about
my game and he figured that part out,” Agarwal added.

“He said ‘to do well in test cricket, you need to man-
age your mental energy because you are up and about
for all five days’. That’s something we spoke about.

“Also we figured out things we can control in the
middle and focus on doing them.” Lokesh Rahul is
another beneficiary of Dravid’s deep understanding of
the game - accumulated over 164 tests and 344 ODIs -
and batsmanship in particular.

Rahul, 26, was in crisis after a slump in form was fol-
lowed by a brief suspension for inappropriate com-
ments on a television chat show.

Sent home midway through the test series in
Australia, Rahul joined the A team under Dravid and
found his mojo back in the five matches against England
Lions. He has since looked his free-flowing self in the
two Twenty20 matches against Australia, scoring 50
and 47, a turnaround he credited to the time he spent
with Dravid. “Fortunately, I got to play some India A
games and some games where the pressure was a little
less, so that I can focus on my skill and my technique,”
Rahul said last week.— Reuters
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