
Wednesday, March 6, 2019N e w s

Established 1961 24

Continued from Page 1

Interior Minister Sheikh Khaled Al-Jarrah Al-Sabah
told the Assembly yesterday that the ministry will start
granting residence permits online to domestic helpers
from next week. He said the measure will be applied to
other categories in the near future.

Meanwhile, opposition MPs Al-Humaidi Al-Subaei
and Mubarak Al-Hajraf yesterday filed to grill
Commerce and Industry Minister Khaled Al-Roudhan
over allegations of financial and administrative viola-
tions. They said in the grilling that they had repeatedly

warned the minister against the violations, but he made
no effort to stop them, and in fact such violations
increased. Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem said
the grilling will be placed on the agenda of the March
19 session and there is a possibility it could be debated
depending on the minister and the Assembly.

The grilling accuses the minister of violating the law
and committing financial violations against public funds,
in addition to a lack of any supervision in the ministry.
The grilling also alleges that the minister allowed
favoritism and influence to dictate policies and employ-
ment decisions in the ministry and other agencies under
the minister. The grilling also alleges financial and
administrative violations at the Public Authority for
Industry and the National Fund for Small and Medium
Enterprises. The minister is also accused of squander-
ing public funds and hiding key documents from the
Audit Bureau.
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The findings were presented later yesterday at a
medical conference in Seattle, Washington.

Millions of people infected with HIV around the
globe keep the disease in check with so-called anti-
retroviral therapy (ARV), but the treatment does not rid
patients of the virus. Close to 37 million people are liv-
ing with HIV worldwide, but only 59 percent are
receiving ARV. Nearly one million people die every
year from HIV-related causes. A new drug-resistant
form of HIV is also a growing concern.

The first sustained remission survivor, announced in
2009 as “the Berlin patient” and later named as
American Timothy Brown, was given two transplants
and underwent total body irradiation to treat leukaemia
- a process that nearly killed him. Gupta said that while
a second successful transplant did not constitute a gen-
eralized cure, it showed that even milder forms of treat-
ment can achieve full remission. “There are a number of
learning  points here,” he said. “Radiation has a lot of
side-effects and leads to a delayed recovery of the
bone marrow, so it’s really good that we’ve shown you
don’t need radiation. “The Berlin patient also had two
rounds of chemotherapy because the first one didn’t
work. We’ve done ours just once, and it was also a
milder form, which is important,” he added.

Both patients received stem cell transplants from
donors carrying a genetic mutation that prevents
expression of an HIV receptor, known as CCR5. The
London patient was diagnosed with HIV infection in
2003 and had been on antiretroviral therapy since 2012.
Later that year, he was diagnosed with advanced

Hodgkin’s Lymphoma, a deadly cancer. He underwent a
stem cell transplant in 2016 from a donor with two
copies of a CCR5 gene variant, which is resistant to
most HIV-1 virus strains.

“CCR5 is something essential for the virus to com-
plete its life-cycle and we can’t knock out many other
things without causing harm to the patient,” said Gupta.
“We know that CCR5 can be knocked out without any
serious consequences because people are walking
around without that gene.” CCR5 was the target in the
genome of the controversial gene-edited twins born
last year in China, whose father is HIV-positive. 

Experts cautiously welcomed yesterday’s announce-
ment. The International AIDS Society said in a state-
ment yesterday that results from the second patient
“reaffirm our belief that there exists a proof of concept
that HIV is curable”. Sharon Lewin, director of the
Peter Doherty Institute for Infection and Immunity, told
AFP that the second case showed a cure was “feasible”.
“We can try to tease out which part of the transplant
might have made a difference here, and allowed this
man to stop his anti-viral drugs,” she added.

After the bone marrow transplant, the London
patient remained on ARV for 16 months, at which point
treatment was stopped. Regular testing has confirmed
that the patient’s viral load remained undetectable since
then. But scientists were keen to stress that the tech-
nique is likely only viable among a tiny percentage of
sufferers. “Due to the rarity of suitable donors, this pre-
cise approach will not be available to all HIV patients,”
said Aine McKnight, professor of Viral Pathology at
Queen Mary University, London. 

“However, this work has the potential to stimulate
research into more generally applicable therapies.” Gupta
said he hoped to expand research on the stem-cell trans-
plant technique to focus on communities in Africa, where
the HIV-beating mutation does not naturally occur.
“Expanding remission to populations that are affected
disproportionately is quite important,” he said. — AFP 
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Onlookers applauded them and motorists honked
their horns in a show of support. And in a sign they will
not back down from protests calling on the president to
resign, the students chanted “bring on the army com-
mandos and the BRI (police rapid response squad).”

Thousands of students also rallied in the center of
Algeria’s second city Oran, an AFP reporter said. Local
journalists in the cities of Constantine and Annaba said
thousands more students had also joined protests, while
Algerian media reported demonstrations in other cities.

The European Commission stressed the importance
of freedom of expression and rule of law, following days
of protests which have seen tens of thousands of peo-
ple take to the streets. “The right to freedom of expres-
sion and assembly are written in the Algerian constitu-
tion,” Commission spokeswoman Maja Kocijancic told
journalists. “We expect that these rights can be exer-
cised in a peaceful way and guaranteed in respect for
the rule of law,” she added.

Bouteflika formally submitted his candidacy for the
April 18 poll just before a midnight deadline on Sunday.
It was handed in by his campaign manager Abdelghani
Zaalane as the president has been in Switzerland since
Feb 24 for what the presidency has described as “rou-
tine medical tests”. In Sunday’s message he said that his
pledge not to serve a full term if re-elected “will ensure
I am succeeded in undeniable conditions of serenity,

freedom and transparency.”
He acknowledged the mostly peaceful protests

against him. “I listened and heard the cry from the
hearts of protesters and in particular the thousands of
young people who questioned me about the future of
our homeland.” But his words have failed to end the
demonstrations against him which have continued daily,
drawing Algerians from all walks of life, including stu-
dents, lawyers and journalists.

Yesterday’s rallies came in response to calls on
social media for students to gather outside the iconic
building housing Algiers’ main post office. “No means
no! Hasn’t he understood the message of the people?”
asked Selma, who studies mathematics. “Today we will
make it clear for him, and again on Friday,” which has
been the main day for protests, she said. A sign held up
by demonstrators read: “No studies, no teaching until
the system (regime) falls”, as students were reportedly
considering going on strike.

The sprawling Bab Ezzouar campus of the University
of Algiers, just outside the capital, was deserted. “There
is a massive strike by students... I’ve never seen any-
thing like it since the 1980 Berber Spring,” a professor
told AFP. She was referring to a weeks-long uprising
demanding cultural rights for Algeria’s Berber commu-
nity, who long fought for greater recognition for their
customs and ancient language overshadowed by Arabic
culture. University professors were meeting yesterday
to decide if they too should go on strike, while some
were spotted marching alongside their students in
Constantine. And the bar association of lawyers in the
city of Bejaia, 180 km east of Algiers, called on its mem-
bers to follow in the footsteps of their colleagues in
Constantine and go on strike.  — AFP 
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Forbes estimates Trump’s wealth at $3.1 billion,
unchanged from last year. While 994 people from last
year’s ranking saw their wealth drop - a record,
according to Forbes - Trump rose in the Forbes rank-
ing from 766 last year to 715 this year. Trump’s nine

New York skyscrapers, including the famous Trump
Tower on Fifth Avenue, account for nearly half of his
wealth, while his clubs and golf courses are valued at
$550 million.

However, one of Trump’s Florida golf clubs, the
National Doral Miami, took a hit and has been depreci-
ated by $26 million following a sharp drop in bookings
attributed to disagreements with the president’s poli-
cies, Forbes said. Trump is not the richest US elected
official - that honor goes to JB Pritzker, a Democrat
who took office as governor of Illinois in January.
Pritzker, heir to the Hyatt hotel fortune, was estimated
to be worth $3.2 billion. — AFP 
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TONDANO, Indonesia: Yaakov Baruch is
the rabbi at Indonesia’s only synagogue but
he keeps his religious identity under wraps,
like most of the tiny Jewish community living
in the world’s biggest Muslim-majority
nation. A group of men threatened Baruch
with death and called him a “crazy Jew” as he
walked in a mall with his pregnant wife sever-
al years ago, prompting him to limit when he
wears his kippah - a Jewish skullcap. “It’s
never happened again because I chose to
hide my identity as a Jew in public,” he said.

There is a similar ripple of concern
among many of the estimated 200 Jews liv-
ing in the Southeast Asian country of 260
million people, with most centered in a
remote corner of the sprawling archipelago.
Manado on Sulawesi island is one of the
few places that Indonesia’s remaining Jews
- mostly descendants of traders from
Europe and Iraq who were once thought to
number around several thousand before
World War II - feel comfortable showing
their faith. A 62-foot-tall menorah, possibly
the world’s largest, stands near the town of
Tondano - around 20 km south of Manado
- where Baruch holds regular services at a
modest, red-roofed synagogue.

The Shaar Hasyamayim synagogue is
Indonesia’s lone house of worship for Jews

after the only other one in the city of
Surabaya was demolished in 2013. It had
been the site of anti-Israel protests for
years, and was sealed off by religious hard-
liners in 2009 and left to decay. Indonesia
has long been praised for its moderate
brand of Islam, but more conservative forms
of the religion have taken center stage in
recent years, driven by increasingly vocal
hardline groups.

Tensions in the Middle East, particularly
between Israel and the Palestinians, spill
over here and deepen religious divides.
Thousands of hardliners demonstrated in
Jakarta when US President Donald Trump
announced last year that the American
embassy in Israel would be moved to the
contested city of Jerusalem. “There is still a
lot of anti-Semitic sentiment in Indonesia,”
Baruch said. “Generally speaking,
Indonesians don’t differentiate between
being Jewish and Israel. They think Jews
and Israel are the enemy of their religion
and state,” he added. “There is no denying
that tolerance is fading in our country.”

The size of the Jewish community makes
it almost invisible so Jews have not been the
target of Islamist militants like some of
Indonesia’s larger religious minorities. A
wave of deadly suicide bombings at

churches in Surabaya last year highlighted
the threat to minority groups, while Shiites
and Ahmadis - regarded as heretics by
some majority Sunni Muslims - have also
been the target of violence.

Still, Indonesia’s Jews are on the radar of
some groups. Monique Rijkers’ efforts to
bridge the divide with a TV program about
Judaism drew the ire of the Indonesian
Muslim Students Association, which she
claims reported her to government and
broadcast regulators. “They demanded that
I be fired and that the program be can-
celled,” said Rijkers, founder of Hadassah of
Indonesia, a non-profit organization that
offers cultural education programs centered
on Israel, Jews and the Holocaust.

Indonesia’s Jews face some practical chal-
lenges, too, such as finding kosher food in a
country where it’s not widely available.
Another hurdle is that Indonesia has long
allowed for only six different religious cate-
gories on all-important ID cards - Islam,
Protestantism, Catholicism, Buddhism,
Hinduism and Confucianism. The cards are
crucial for accessing government services,
and for doing things such as registering mar-
riages and births, meaning most Jews lie and
put “Christianity” on the documents.

Even some Muslim Indonesians learn that

taking an interest in anything Jewish can raise
eyebrows. Sapri Sale, who started teaching a
Hebrew class in Jakarta a year ago, has been
studying the language since the 1990s and

compiled what he says is the world’s first
Hebrew-Indonesian dictionary. But his inter-
ests got little positive feedback at home. “I
was called Sapri the Jew,” he said. — AFP 
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TONDANO, Indonesia: This picture taken on Monday shows Indonesian Jews at a
synagogue. — AFP 

ZURICH: Switzerland’s central bank launched a new
1,000 Swiss franc ($998.90) note yesterday, saying one
of the world’s most valuable banknotes catered to the
popularity of cash in Swiss culture and was not a help
for criminals. The Swiss National Bank’s announcement
of the new lilac-colored note, available from March 13,
comes as other central banks move away from large
notes because of concerns about their use by criminals
and money launderers.

“The choice of the denomination is a matter for the
SNB, but the current denominations are appropriate
and correspond to what people want,” Vice Chairman
Fritz Zurbruegg told a news conference. “The 1,000
franc note is used for payments and also has a function
as a store of value. Cash is still very popular in
Switzerland, it is a cultural phenomenon.”

Since January this year, 17 of the 19 central banks in
the eurozone have stopped issuing 500-euro notes
because of concerns they are often used for illegal
activities. Germany’s Bundesbank and the Austrian
National Bank will continue issuing 500-euro notes
until April 26, 2019. The SNB is following discussions
about illicit use very closely, Zurbruegg said, but there
were no indications that criminals used the 1,000 franc
note more frequently than other notes. “In Switzerland
the 1,000 franc note is used...particularly for high-value
purchase and for paying bills at the post office,” he said.

There are about 47 million 1,000 franc notes in cir-
culation, amounting to 10.5 percent of the number and
62 percent of the value of all banknotes in Switzerland,
according to the SNB. The new note, which has several

security features to combat forgery, is part of an over-
haul of the Swiss currency, which will see the 100 franc
note updated in September. In recent years the 1,000
franc note has also been used by people wishing to
avoid negative interest rates, although these apply to
only a tiny fraction of wealthy savers. There has been
some suspicion people have been withdrawing money
from bank accounts at the end of the year to lower
their tax bills.

Low interest rates meant people did not lose money
by stashing money under the mattress, and the use of
cash was increasing, although Zurbruegg said he did not
see a major surge in the hoarding of banknotes. “The
demand for cash has increased at the end of the year for
decades, obviously due to Christmas presents being
bought and people giving cash,” he said. “We are aware
that studies also show other factors like possible tax
evasion. Should the 1,000 franc note be used improper-
ly for tax evasion that is an issue for the legislators and
the authorities to prevent.” — Reuters 
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ZURICH: Swiss National Bank Vice President Fritz
Zurbruegg introduces the new 1000 Swiss francs
note during a press conference yesterday. — AFP 

WASHINGTON: Washington will scrap the preferen-
tial trade status of India and Turkey, the US trade chief’s
office said, as President Donald Trump ramps up his
battle against what his administration views as unfair
foreign trade practices. Trump has made an overhaul of
global trade and the slashing of American trade deficits
a central plank of his presidency. The Generalized
System of Preferences (GSP) program for developing
nations had granted favorable treatment to both coun-
tries for a range of manufactured goods imports, such as
automotive parts, tires and appliance parts. 

But the Trump administration will end “India’s and
Turkey’s designations as beneficiary developing coun-
tries” saying they no longer qualified for the reduced
tariffs, US Trade Representative Robert Lighthizer said
in a statement late yesterday. India, the biggest benefici-
ary of the GSP program, had failed to assure
Washington that it would allow required market access
to American firms, and instead erected “trade barriers
that create serious negative effects on United States
commerce,” the statement said.

New Delhi played down the effect of the decision,
with Commerce Secretary Anup Wadhawan saying the
withdrawal of the program would not have a “significant
impact” on Indian trade. Of India’s $80 billion in annual
exports to the US, only $5.6 billion were covered by the
preferences, he said, according to a report by the Press
Trust of India news agency. New Delhi’s commerce min-
istry said India’s tariffs were in line with its commitments
to the World Trade Organization, while imports of US oil
and natural gas had narrowed the US trade deficit with
India in recent years.

Meanwhile, Turkey’s trade minister said Washington’s
plan conflicted with the NATO allies’ push to increase
commercial exchanges. “This decision contradicts our
mutual objective of reaching bilateral trade volume of
$75 billion... The decision will also negatively affect US
small and medium-sized enterprises and manufactur-
ers,” Ruhsar Pekcan said on Twitter yesterday. “We still
would like to pursue our target of increasing our bilater-
al trade with the US who we see as our strategic part-
ner, without losing any momentum,” she said.

The changes cannot take effect for at least 60 days
following the notification to Congress and the countries
affected - a process Trump began yesterday with letters
to the speaker of the House of Representatives and the
president of the Senate. The change for India came after
“intensive engagement” between New Delhi and
Washington, Trump wrote in one letter, released by the
White House. — AFP
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