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Hair of the 
dogfighter: India
pilot’s moustache 
all the fashion
AHMEDABAD:  Men across India, stirred into
patriotic passion by an air force pilot shot down in
a dogfight with arch-rival Pakistan, are copying the
facial hair of their new hero. Tension between the
nuclear-armed neighbors escalated late last month
when both countries claimed they downed enemy
jets, with Pakistan capturing a pilot, in an ongoing
dispute over the Kashmir region.

The pilot, Wing Commander Abhinandan
Varthaman, crash-landed in Pakistan-controlled
territory on Wednesday. After attempting to flee on
foot, firing his pistol in the air to deter stone-throw-
ing locals, he became the human face of the crisis.
He was released by Pakistan on Friday. Barbers in
several cities in India said they had received
requests to copy Abhinandan’s facial hair, a distinc-
tive hybrid of a horseshoe moustache and mutton
chop sideburns.

“Everybody follows Bollywood and celebrities’
style but he is the real hero of our country,” said
Dhiren Makvana, 30, the manager of a fitness club,
as he had his beard sculpted at a barber shop in the
western Indian city of Ahmedabad. Makvana’s bar-
ber, Rajesh Nai, said that three people had come
into his shop in the last day alone requesting the
style, that India’s newspapers are calling “the gun-
slinger”. Another man copying Abhinandan,
Mahammed Chand, told Reuters partner ANI in the
southern city of Bangalore: “I’m his fan, we follow
him. I like his style: he is the real hero.” —Reuters

SRINAGAR: India and Pakistan resumed
barter trade at a border crossing in Kashmir
yesterday, an Indian official said, but tension
in the contested region continued with a gen-
eral strike and more fighting between Indian
security forces and separatists. Hostilities
between the nuclear-armed neighbors esca-
lated dramatically late last month, after an
Indian air strike on what it said was a militant
group that carried out a suicide attack in the
Pulwama district of Indian-controlled
Kashmir on Feb 14.

Both sides, which claim Kashmir in full
but rule in part, said they downed enemy
jets for the first time in decades, and firing
along the border became a common sight,
disrupting trade and travel. Trade across the
border, known as the Line of Control (LoC),
was part-suspended after repeated mortar
and small arms fire at Uri, a border town
where the exchange of goods takes place.

But yesterday the route re-opened after
firing in the region eased, said Riyaz Ahmad
Malik, an official in the Indian-controlled part
of Kashmir. Thirty-five trucks left for Chakothi
on the Pakistani side of the border with a sim-
ilar number moving in the opposite direction,
he said. Trade across the LoC operates on a
barter system, where no money is exchanged.
“This trade is heavily dependent on the trust
factor,” said Pawan Anand, president of a local

trading association in Indian-administered
Kashmir. “We neither meet traders of Pakistan
nor can check the quality of the imported
goods until they reach us.”

Ashfaq Ahmad, a trader in Srinagar, the
capital of Indian-administered Kashmir, said
that he quotes rates on WhatsApp with his
Pakistani counterpart. “I send cumin and chilli
seeds to Pakistan and in return order prayer

mats and cloth,” he said. “If there is any differ-
ence, it is adjusted in the next consignment. It
is all trust-based trade but it is working.”
Indian traders export cumin, chilli pepper,
cloth, cardamom, bananas, pomegranate,
grapes and almonds. Prayer mats, carpets,
cloth, oranges, mangos and herbs return from
the Pakistani side.

Toll rises 
Indian security forces continued a cam-

paign against militants fighting for inde-
pendence from India, in the wake of the Feb
14 attack that killed at least 40 paramilitary
pol ice. Two mi l i tants of  the separat ist
Hizbul Mujahideen were killed in a gun bat-
tle with Indian troops in South Kashmir’s
Pulwama district yesterday. Both militants

were locals, said Tahir Saleem Khan, a
police official. 

Since the Pulwama attack, 15 militants
have been killed in six separate gun battles
in Kashmir. Twelve Indian security person-
nel were killed during the operations, while
two civilians also lost their lives. Cross-bor-
der shelling between India and Pakistan has
killed four civilians, with 18 injured includ-
ing seven Indian troops. 

Several trading groups called a strike
yesterday to protest a ban on the Jamaat-
e-Islami (JeI) political movement that
wants independence. Indian police have

arrested more than 300 leaders and activists
belonging to JeI, alleging it has links with the
militants. The group denies this. Shops and
businesses were closed in many areas of
Srinagar, and traffic was thin on the roads.
Police and paramilitary troops were heavily
deployed in sensitive areas of the city and
other major towns.  —Reuters

More than two dozen killed since Feb 14 suicide attack

India, Pakistan resume barter trade 
amid tension in contested Kashmir

Trudeau ‘concerned’ 
as Chinese suspects 
Canadian of spying
MONTREAL: Prime Minister Justin Trudeau has voiced
strong concern that China suspects a detained former
Canadian diplomat of spying and stealing state secrets.
The allegations against Michael Kovrig mark a new esca-
lation in the diplomatic row between Beijing and Ottawa
stemming from Canada’s arrest of Meng Wanzhou, an
executive from Chinese telecoms giant Huawei.

“We are obviously very concerned with the position
that China has taken,” Trudeau told reporters. China’s
official news agency Xinhua had earlier reported the
allegations against Kovrig and said that businessman
Michael Spavor, another Canadian in Chinese deten-
tion, was one of Kovrig’s main intelligence sources. The
pair were detained in December in what observers see
as retaliation just days after Canada arrested Meng, the
chief financial officer of Huawei, at the request of the
United States.

Chinese authorities had previously said the two
Canadian men were under investigation on suspicion of
endangering national security, and spying charges
could expose them to tough prison sentences. Trudeau

reiterated that Canada considers China to have arbi-
trarily detained both Kovrig and Spavor. “The safety
and security of Canadians is always first order for this
government, and that’s why we’ve been engaging and
standing up for the two Canadians who’ve been arbi-
trarily detained by China from the very beginning,”
Trudeau said.

Kovrig, who now works for the International Crisis
Group think tank, had often entered China using a non-
diplomatic passport and business visas and has been
gathering intelligence since 2017, Xinhua said. The new
allegations come three days after Canada launched the
extradition process against Meng, angering Beijing,
which called the action a “severe political incident.”
Meng is set to appear in court in Vancouver on
Wednesday to schedule a date for her extradition hear-
ing. The United States wants to put her on trial on fraud
charges for allegedly violating Iran sanctions and lying
about it to US banks.

Meng files lawsuit 
Ottawa has said interrogations of Kovrig breached

the Vienna Convention on diplomatic relations-allega-
tions Beijing flatly rejected. A group of Canadian par-
liamentarians had earlier complained to Chinese
authorities that Kovrig and Spavor have been denied
access to lawyers and remain in “completely unaccept-
able” detention conditions.

“China’s approach is no different from the rest of the

world in dealing with such cases involving national
security cases,” foreign ministry spokesman Lu Kang
said at a regular briefing Monday. China will handle
their case in “strict accordance with the law, guarantee
the legitimate rights of Kovrig and Spavor,” and
arrange for consular visits, a Communist Party organ
overseeing state and public security said on a news
website it operates.

Meanwhile, Meng, 47, has filed suit against
Canadian authorities for violating her constitutional
rights when she was detained at Vancouver
International Airport. Her lawyers charge impropriety
in the conditions under which Meng was interrogated
for three hours by the customs officers, officially as part
of a routine inspection, before being served with her
arrest.  During those three hours, the customs officers
searched her phones and computers as well as her lug-
gage in violation of her rights, the lawyers said.

The US Justice Department accuses Huawei and its
chief financial officer of circumventing US sanctions
against Iran, but also, via two affiliates, stealing trade
secrets from US telecommunications group T-Mobile.
The daughter of Huawei’s founder, Meng was released
on parole in mid-December in Vancouver, where she
owns two residences, on a bond deposit of C$10 mil-
lion ($6.6 million), wearing an electronic bracelet and
handing over her passports. The extradition procedure
can take months or even years because of the many
appeal possibilities. —AFP

KARACHI: Supporters of the All Pakistan Muslim League Quid (APMLQ) hold national flags beside a
replica of a missile during an anti-India protest in Karachi yesterday. Tensions between India and
Pakistan raged on March 2 as heavy firing by their armies killed at least seven people on either side of
their fiercely disputed Kashmir border. —AFP
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Burundi forces UN 
to shut its human 
rights office 
GENEVA: Burundi has forced the United Nations to
shut its local human rights office after 23 years, UN
High Commissioner for Human Rights Michelle
Bachelet said yesterday. Hundreds of Burundians have

been killed in clashes with security forces and half a
mill ion have fled abroad since President Pierre
Nkurunziza announced in 2015 he would run for a third
term in what many saw as a breach of the constitution.

He won re-election and in 2016 Burundi suspended
all cooperation with the UN human rights office in
Burundi after a UN-commissioned report accused the
Bujumbura government and its supporters of being
responsible for crimes against humanity. Yesterday
Bachelet said the Burundian government had declared
it had made sufficient progress in human rights so the
UN rights office in Bujumbura was no longer justified.
“It is with deep regret that we have had to close our

office in Burundi after a 23-year presence in the
country,” Bachelet, a former Chilean president, said in
a statement.

She said advancements in human rights in Burundi
had been jeopardized since 2015 when Nkurunziza
announced his re-election bid, which sparked major
protests and a security crackdown. Burundi rejected
the 2016 UN report as “lies” and when the UN Human
Rights Council considered renewing the investigation
in 2017, Burundi offered to accept UN rights experts
instead. But the rights council voted both to renew
the investigation and to send the experts, infuriating
the Bujumbura government. —Reuters


