
US Democrats’
goal in Trump
probe: Proving 
obstruction,
collusion
WASHINGTON: US Democrats’
sweeping demands for documents from
81 individuals, companies and organiza-
tions linked to President Donald Trump
show they are pursuing several possibly
impeachable offenses. The massive doc-
ument requests, the result of the
Democrats gaining power in the House
of Representatives in January, focus on
four areas:

Obstruction
Democrats want to know whether

Trump sought to illegally obstruct the
Justice Department’s investigation into
possible collusion with Russia. Their
requests hone in on a number of actions
by the president that might support this
conclusion: the dismissal of Trump’s
national security aide Michael Flynn, the
firing of FBI director James Comey, and
Trump’s alleged pressure on attorney
general Jeff Sessions and several senior
Justice Department and FBI officials
seen as not loyal or hostile.

They are also pinpointing alleged
attempts to cover up a June 2016 cam-
paign meeting in Trump Tower with a
Russian lawyer, and to hide former
negotiations for a Trump real estate
project in Moscow during the 2016 cam-
paign. And they are pursuing documents
and information that might show whether
Trump illegally dangled pardons to for-
mer aides to discourage them from
implicating him in any crimes.

Collusion
The second focus of the requests is

possible collusion with Russia, and a
concern that Moscow might have lever-
age over the US leader. Democrats want
documents on whether Russians lent to
or invested money in Trump companies,
and whether the Trump Organization
helped Russian real estate customers
launder money.

They also want to know about any
discussions that a dozen Trump aides or
associates may have had with Russians
on the Trump administration lifting US
sanctions on Moscow. The requests also
target the Republican decision in July
2016 to moderate the official party
stance against Russian interference in
Ukraine, and seek information on Trump
campaign contacts with WikiLeaks and
any sharing of data, like polling data,
between the campaign and Russia.
Democrats are also demanding docu-
ments on the content of Trump’s three
meetings with Russian President
Vladimir Putin, which the White House
has refused to divulge.

Hush payments
Democrats want more information on

what Trump’s former lawyer described
as “catch and kill” operations to silence
people or news stories that could dam-
age Trump’s image. That includes
Trump’s years of cooperation with the
National Tabloid Enquirer. Trump’s ex-
lawyer Michael Cohen has already impli-
cated Trump in the illegal use of cam-
paign funds to pay off one woman who
had claimed an affair with the president. 

Profiting from office
Democrats want documents relating

to the patronage of Trump businesses,
like the Trump International Hotel in
Washington, by US and foreign officials
and dignitaries seeking to curry favor
with the president. If the Trump
Organization has knowingly profited
handsomely by this business, it could
violate the US constitution’s “emolu-
ments” rules which seek to prevent a
president from making a business out of
his White House tenure. They also
appear to be examining whether the
Trump campaign received illegal dona-
tions or benefits from Qatar, United Arab
Emirates, and Saudi Arabia. — AFP 

LONDON: Britain’s main opposition Labor party is in
turmoil over mounting allegations of anti-Semitism on
leftist leader Jeremy Corbyn’s watch - and the party’s
way of dealing with the issue. The row has exposed
deep divisions between Labor members denouncing
Corbyn’s complacency, and his hard left supporters
defending him to the hilt.

Nine MPs have quit the party in recent weeks to sit as
independents, with many citing alleged anti-Jewish
racism seeping through Labor’s ranks as a primary rea-
son. One of them, the Jewish lawmaker Luciana Berger,
received death threats amid a slew of abuse. She con-
cluded that the party has become institutionally anti-
Semitic since Corbyn took over in 2015. Adam Langleben,
32, who is Jewish, joined Labor in 2006 but quit in
February. “I decided to leave
because the party is no longer
the party I decided to join 13
years ago,” Langleben said.

He was elected to the local
authority in Barnet, north
London, a borough with a sig-
nificant Jewish community.
Losing his seat in last May’s
local elections, he said the
backlash at the polls was
because “Jewish voters did
not want to vote for the Labor
Party”. He said he received death threats and a “torrent
of abuse” from Labor members who claimed that he was
working for the Israeli government, while hate mail was
sent to his home address.

Langleben submitted a dozen complaints to the party
which went nowhere. Eventually, he threw in the towel.
The polemic has been running since veteran socialist
Corbyn came to power in the party, bringing an influx of
new members with him. Corbyn, 69, has spent his politi-
cal life backing pro-Palestinian causes. He insists he is
not anti-Semitic and has pledged to “root out” the
problem which he recognizes has “occurred in pockets”
within the party.

‘Witch-hunt’
Matters first came to a head in March last year when

a series of incidents and events led to the rare step of
British Jewish leaders writing a joint letter claiming
“enough is enough”. Protests were held outside parlia-
ment. The letter claimed a “repeated institutional failure”
within Labor to tackle the problem and accused Corbyn
of siding with anti-Semites “again and again”. In July,
the party drew up a new code of conduct on anti-
Semitism — but it stopped short of signing up in full to
the definition drawn up by the International Holocaust
Remembrance Alliance.

Peter Mason, national secretary of the Jewish Labor
Movement, told AFP that the relationship between the
party and the community was now “fundamentally frac-

tured”. However, Jenny
Manson has a different point
of view. Co-chair of the pro-
Corbyn Jewish Voice for
Labor group, she told AFP
that she had “never experi-
enced anti-Semitism in the
Labor Party”. She said the
allegations had “a quality of a
witch-hunt, McCarthyism”
about them, and were aimed at
destabilizing Corbyn’s leader-
ship, which has veered away

from its centrism under former prime ministers Tony
Blair and Gordon Brown

Conspiracy theories
How did a party, whose last leader Ed Miliband was

Jewish, find itself in such a situation? Professor David
Feldman, director of the Pears Institute for the Study of
Anti-Semitism at the University of London, said surveys
suggested anti-Semitic attitudes were no more wide-
spread within Labor than other parties. However, two
subjects get the Labor left “to talk about Jews”: one is the
conflict between Israel and the Palestinians and “the other
is the left populist critique of corrupt elites”, he said.

Discussion of stereotypes and conspiracy theories
associated with Jews has flourished online. “They draw
on the idea that Jews are exerting a malign conspirator-
ial power through their supposed control of interna-
tional finance, sometimes of the media,” said Feldman.
Jon Lansman, who founded the pro-Corbyn grassroots
Momentum movement, said on Twitter last month: “Of
Labor’s 500,000 members, perhaps a few hundred are
hardcore anti-Semites. “If we improve our processes,
we can make sure they are kicked out.” In August,
Corbyn admitted that Labor had a “real problem” with

anti-Semitism. However, the party’s handling of the
issue continues to provoke turmoil. Last Wednesday,
Labor MP Chris Williamson was suspended following
claims that the party has been “too apologetic” about
anti-Semitism. At the weekend, general secretary Jennie
Formby and deputy leader Tom Watson engaged in a
heated war of words about how complaints should be
dealt with. Some have given up trying to fix the prob-
lem, like Langleben, who now supports the fledgling
Independent Group created by Berger and others who
fled the Labor ranks. — AFP 
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WASHINGTON: US President Donald Trump addresses the National Association
of Attorneys General in the State Dining Room of the White House in
Washington, DC. — AFP 

LONDON: Opposition Labor Party leader Jeremy Corbyn holds a rose as he arrives at Finsbury Park mosque to
mark national ‘Visit my Mosque Day’ in London. Now in its’ fourth year, Visit My Mosque Day is a national event,
with other 250 mosques taking part, opening their doors and welcoming non-Muslin guests and visitors. — AFP 
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French prison attack

CAEN: A prison inmate in northwestern France seri-
ously wounded two guards yesterday in a knife attack
that justice officials said was being investigated as a
terror incident. The 27-year-old inmate, considered a
“radicalized” Islamist, attacked prison staff while shout-
ing “Allahu Akhbar” (God is Greatest), prison staff rep-
resentative Alassanne Sall said. He then retreated into a
room with his wife who was visiting him at the high-
security facility in Conde-sur-Sarthe in Normandy, the
justice ministry said in a statement. “It was truly a mur-
der attempt. There was blood everywhere. The family-
visiting unit was a battle scene,” said Sall, from the
Force Ouvriere trade union.  — AFP 

Pakistan detains ‘militants’ 

ISLAMABAD: Pakistan has detained dozens of
alleged militants after a suicide attack in Indian-held
Kashmir last month which sent tensions between the
nuclear-armed foes soaring, its interior minister said
yesterday. Among those detained in Islamabad’s latest
crackdown on banned groups was Abdul Rauf - who
a security source told AFP is a younger brother of
Masood Azhar - the leader of Pakistan-based militant
group Jaish-e-Mohammad (JeM) that claimed
responsibility for the February 14 attack. Rauf had
been named in a dossier of evidence in that attack
given to Pakistan by India, the interior ministry said.
“We have launched a crackdown against proscribed
organizations and have taken 44 individuals into cus-
tody, including Mufti Abdul Rauf and Hammad Azhar,”
state minister for the interior Shehryar Afridi told
reporters in Islamabad. — AFP 

Child marriage in Lebanon

BEIRUT: Hundreds protested in Lebanon against
child marriage, demanding lawmakers forbid unions
below the age of 18, in a country where some faiths
allow girls to be wed at 14.  Organized by civil society
groups, the rally attracted women of all ages-and
some lawmakers-who marched on parliament in the
capital Beirut, an AFP photographer said.  Some car-
ried placards with slogans reading “Not before 18”
and “Stop early marriage”.  Abir Abdel Razeq, a 22-
year-old who carried her young daughter in her arms,
said that she married at 14.  “I hope that my daughter
does not get married early, and that she finishes
school-I hope that she will not marry before she is
22”, Razeq said.  — AFP 

Liberia bank scandal

MONROVIA: Five once senior figures at the Liberian
Central Bank, including the son of long-serving former
president Ellen Johnson Sirleaf, were charged Monday
with criminal conspiracy and “economic sabotage”
following a probe into a banknote printing scandal. A
Monrovia court ordered former deputy governor
Charles Sirleaf, ex-bank head Milton Weeks and bank
official Dorbor Hagba to be held in jail pending the
scheduling of their trial. Another two suspects still
being sought face similar charges over their handling
of billions of Liberian dollars. The crowded court
heard that between 2016 and 2018, Sirleaf “purposely
with wicked and criminal intent connived and con-
spired with other officials” to print local currency but
also pocket some of the proceeds. — AFP 

Brexit talks
resume;
divorce day
looms
BRUSSELS: The EU’s chief Brexit
negotiator Michel Barnier meets Britain’s
negotiating team yesterday as both sides
seek a breakthrough with just weeks to
go before this month’s ominous divorce
deadline. The sitdown comes after
Barnier said on Saturday that the
European Union was ready to give
London further guarantees to help push
a troubled divorce deal through the
British parliament. Barnier also suggest-
ed European leaders would be amenable
to a short “technical” delay in Britain’s
departure from the EU, scheduled for
March 29, to give parliament time to for-
mally ratify a final divorce deal.

His small overture to Britain has
raised hopes that both sides can find a
solution, including to the so-called
“backstop” plan for the Irish border, a
major sticking point for pro-Brexit MPs.
Barnier, a former French foreign minis-
ter, will meet in Brussels with Britain’s
attorney general Geoffrey Cox and

Brexit minister Stephen Barclay for
talks that start at 1700 (1600 GMT).
“We’re now at a particularly critical
stage in these negotiations,” said a
spokesman for British Prime Minister
Theresa May on Monday.

‘Running the show’
Cox’s presence is seen as central to

the meeting, as he will ultimately offer a
legal opinion on the Brexit deal and the
Irish backstop that could determine
whether key MPs in the British parlia-
ment will approve the accord. Earlier
disfavourable advice by Cox was
viewed as a contributing factor in the
defeat of May’s deal by MPs in January.

“Cox is running the show,” a senior
EU source said. “We are trying to find a
junction between our positions and we
are not there yet,” the source added.
But despite that defeat, EU leaders
insist that the withdrawal agreement
wil l  not be reopened, and talks in
Brussels are focused on drafting a sep-
arate document to placate doubters in
London. Also raising hopes are the soft-
ening positions of several hardline
Brexit supporters in May’s Conservative
party who have dropped their demand
that changes to the backstop be made
to the withdrawal treaty itself.

But most of them continue to press
for a time limit or exit clause to the

backstop. They have also set up a team
of lawyers to scrutinize anything that
Cox brings back from Brussels. “Many
Tories who dislike May’s deal are reluc-
tantly coming round to the idea of vot-
ing for it,” said Eurasia Group analyst
Mujtaba Rahman, a former UK official.
“Regardless of what he gets” from
Barnier, “Cox will reverse his previous
legal advice that the UK could be
trapped ‘indefinitely’ in the backstop,”
Rahman predicted.

In 2017, Britain invoked Article 50

of EU law, tr iggering a two-year
countdown to Brexit that ends at 11pm
(2300 GMT) on March 29. Both sides
are furiously trying to steer away from
a dreaded “no-deal” divorce with the
EU that could wreak havoc on global
markets and create border chaos.
British MPs last week agreed to give
May more time to get her changes
from Brussels, but if she cannot get her
deal  passed by March 12, she has
agreed to let parliament vote for a
possible Brexit delay. —AFP 

LONDON: Britain’s Secretary of State for Exiting the European Union (Brexit
Minister) Stephen Barclay (right) and Britain’s Attorney General Geoffrey Cox
leave after the weekly cabinet meeting at 10 Downing Street yesterday. — AFP 


