
CARACAS: Venezuelan opposition leader Juan Guaido
returned to his country on Monday after flouting a
court-imposed travel ban by touring Latin American
countries to boost support for his campaign to tighten
regional pressure on President Nicolas Maduro. A
crowd of cheering supporters greeted Guaido and his
wife as they stepped into the Maiquetia airport’s arrivals
hall, and then sped to an opposition rally in eastern
Caracas where thousands had gathered to welcome him.

The return of Guaido, recognized by most Western
nations as Venezuela’s legitimate head of state, signals
that Maduro’s adversaries have at least temporarily
avoided the arrest of a leader who has united the tradi-
tionally fractured opposition.
But it will also lift pressure on
Maduro to act against Guaido
as his authority continues to
wane and the country’s eco-
nomic meltdown fuels malnu-
trition and hunger. “Hope has
been born and it will not die -
things are going well,” Guaido
told the crowd at a plaza in
the Las Mercedes district.
“We are going to celebrate
this small victory today.”

He announced plans to meet with public employees,
who have been historically pressured by the ruling
Socialist Party to join pro-government rallies, as well as
for a major march on Saturday. Guaido secretly left
Venezuela for Colombia, in violation of a Supreme Court
order, to coordinate efforts there on Feb 23 to send
humanitarian aid into Venezuela to alleviate widespread
shortages of food and medicine. But troops blocked
convoys of aid trucks sent from Colombia and Brazil,
leading to clashes that killed at least six people along
the Brazilian border, rights groups say.

From Colombia, he traveled to Argentina, Brazil,
Ecuador and Paraguay to shore up Latin American sup-
port for a transition government that would precede free
and fair elections. On Sunday, he departed by plane
from the Ecuadorean coastal town of Salinas but had
not appeared publicly since. Venezuelan media outlets
reported that he flew from Panama City to Caracas. He
had kept details of his trip under wraps and he arrived
without prior notice, meeting ambassadors for
European countries at the airport.

Guaido calls Maduro a usurper and says his presi-
dency is illegitimate after he secured re-election last
year in a vote widely considered a sham. Maduro retains

control of state institutions and
the apparent loyalty of senior
figures in the armed forces.
Asked by a reporter how he
was received at the airport by
immigration authorities, who
could have prevented his entry
for violating the travel ban,
Guaido said they addressed
him as president - a swipe at
Maduro, who calls him a US
puppet. “Here’s my passport,
safe and sound,” Guaido said,

showing it to the crowd. The Information Ministry did
not immediately respond to a request for comment.

‘Face justice’
Maduro, who denies there is a humanitarian crisis in

Venezuela, has said Guaido’s arrest depends on the jus-
tice system. “He can’t just come and go. He will have to
face justice, and justice prohibited him from leaving the
country,” he told ABC News last week. Protesters in
Caracas on Monday, wearing dressed in white and
chanting “Freedom,” said arresting Guaido would spark

new demonstrations. “If the regime has even a little bit
of conscience, they should not arrest Guaido because
people truly would not put up with it,” said Franklin
Lopez, a 60-year-old administrator. The United States
has warned Maduro of the consequences of arresting
Guaido and the US Treasury imposed new sanctions on
Friday targeting Venezuelan military officials.

After the military blocked the aid convoys, Guaido pro-

posed that “all options be kept open” to topple Maduro,
but foreign military intervention is seen as unlikely and his
international backers are instead using a mix of sanctions
and diplomacy. “President Guaido safely returned to
Venezuela today,” US National Security Adviser John
Bolton said on Twitter. “The United States fully supports
Guaido and the National Assembly. His safety must be
guaranteed. The world is watching.” — Reuters
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CARACAS: Venezuelan opposition leader and self-proclaimed acting president Juan Guaido waves to the crowd
during a rally upon his arrival in Caracas. —AFP 

Iran paper calls
for expulsion
of French
diplomats
TEHRAN: An ultraconservative Iranian
newspaper called yesterday for the
expulsion of French diplomats from the
country, accusing France of expelling an
Iranian diplomat on the basis of a “ludi-
crous accusation”. The Kayhan daily
demanded that the Iranian foreign min-
istry reciprocate “the insolent and vile
behavior of France in accusing and
expelling our diplomat from its soil.”

The newspaper, considered to be the
mouthpiece of ultraconservatives in
Iran, reported in October that an
Iranian diplomat had been expelled by
France without saying why. Neither the
Iranian nor the French foreign ministries
have denied or confirmed the report.
Yesterday the paper reported in a
front-page article that the diplomat had
been expelled on the basis of the “ludi-
crous accusation of attempting to
attack a meeting of the terrorist cult of

hypocrites in Paris.”
It was referring to the People’s

Mujahedin Organization, an opposition
group in exile that aims to overthrow
the Islamic republic in Iran. Kayhan also
blamed France for the arrest of another
Iranian diplomat by Germany in July
2018 on suspicion of involvement in the
alleged plot to bomb an Iranian opposi-
tion rally outside Paris the previous
month. The diplomat, normally based in
Vienna, was extradited to Belgium for
prosecution.

Kayhan, Iran’s second-oldest daily in
circulation, is state owned and its man-
aging director and editor in chief
Hossein Shariatmadari was personally
appointed by Iran’s supreme leader
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei in 1993. Its
demand came a day after Iran expelled
two Dutch diplomats in retaliation for
the Netherlands’ expulsion of two
Iranian embassy staff in June 2018.
According to the Dutch foreign minister
Stef Blok, the Iranian diplomats had
been expelled “due to strong indica-
tions from (Dutch intelligence) that Iran
has been involved in the liquidations on
Dutch territory of two Dutch people of
Iranian origin.”

Kayhan has consistently been
opposed to the policy of detente with
Western powers pursued by moderate

Iranian President Hassan Rouhani and
his Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad
Zarif. It has ceaselessly attacked the
2015 nuclear deal between Iran and

world powers and cited US President
Donald Trump’s decision to quit the
accord as an example of the futility of
dealing with Western powers. — AFP 

TEHRAN: In this file photo, placards with slogans against the British media are held up
during a rally held in Tehran. Farsi slogans reads: “Closing the British Embassy and BBC”
(right) and “Persian BBC against the Iranian government.” Threats, interrogations, asset-
freezing: the BBC detailed the latest “escalation” in the “systematic targeting” by Iranian
authorities of its Persian Service journalists and their relatives. —AFP 

NEW DELHI: A dog stands at the top of a mountain of garbage as birds fly overhead at the Ghazipur landfill site in
New Delhi yesterday. — AFP 

In rural Nepal,
solar irrigation
helps keep families
together
JUMLA: Bhadri Sarki used to walk for more than
an hour to fetch enough water to irrigate just one
apple tree. But since a solar-powered water pump
was installed in her village, about 350 km (217
miles) northwest of Nepal’s capital Kathmandu, she
can hydrate her whole orchard in a few hours. “We
have a sufficient amount of water available in the
field, and the only work left is to nurture the plants,”
Sarki told the Thomson Reuters Foundation.

A local official and farmers said improved
access to water was helping apple growers in the
mountainous region sell surplus produce to boost
incomes, reducing pressure on men to migrate in
search of work. With an intellectually disabled
daughter at home, and her house-builder husband
frequently in India, Sarki had found it difficult to
find time for daily chores before the pump arrived.
The mother-of-three suffered a uterine prolapse
and heart-related problems due to her workload
and had to visit hospital often, she said.

But with water now available on their doorstep,
the family’s land is producing more, and there is
less financial pressure for Sarki’s husband to go
and work across the border. For Sarki and other
women in Jumla district in Karnali province - the
poorest in Nepal, and with less than a quarter of its
land irrigated - the new solar water pump is help-
ing make a tough life easier. Installed about a year
ago by development agency Practical Action, the
pump was funded by the European Union and
Jersey Overseas Aid, a state development agency,
at an initial cost of 1.3 million rupees ($11,465).

About 14 solar panels produce enough power to
pump 20,000 litres of water per day up from the
Tila River, which is collected in storage tanks and
distributed to fields as needed. Menila Kharel,
knowledge management coordinator at Practical
Action, said the pump lifted water 90 meters (295
ft), and served 70 households in Dhaulapani vil-
lage, which has no electric power connection. The
UK-based charity has installed six solar pumps in
different parts of Jumla - famous for its apples,
walnuts and a rare local rice - as well as in neigh-
boring Mugu district.

Erratic snow
The local government has decided to replicate

the scheme on a larger scale in other parts of Jumla
district after its success in Dhaulapani. Gangadevi
Upadhyay, deputy head of Tatopani rural munici-
pality, said the local authority had started putting in
a solar pump in Dagivada village, with an estimated
budget of 10 million rupees, which would benefit
almost 300 households. “This technology is espe-
cially beneficial to women in Jumla where they car-
ry out most of the work in the fields,” she added.

Tika Ram Sharma, a senior officer for the Prime
Minister’s Agriculture Modernization Project, a
10-year government effort, said Jumla had plenty
of sunshine nearly all year round, while the Tila is a
perennial river. Both renewable resources had
gone untapped, but the solar-powered pump
meant they were now being fully utilized, he
added. —Reuters

New Delhi is world’s 
most polluted 
capital, China’s 
capital eighth
NEW DELHI: New Delhi was the world’s most pollut-
ed capital city in 2018, two groups monitoring air pol-
lution said yesterday in a study of the amount of fine
particulate matter known as PM2.5 in 61 capital cities
around the world. The Indian capital, home to more
than 20 million people, was followed by the Bangladesh
capital of Dhaka and Kabul, capital of Afghanistan,
according to the study by IQ AirVisual, a Swiss-based
group that gathers air-quality data globally, and
Greenpeace.

New Delhi’s toxic air is caused by vehicle and indus-
trial emissions, dust from building sites, smoke from the
burning of rubbish and crop residue in nearby fields.

The city’s average annual concentration of PM2.5 in a
cubic meter of air was 113.5 in 2018, the groups said in
their report, more than double the level of Beijing,
which averaged 50.9 during the year, making it the
eighth most polluted in the world.

PM2.5, or particles of 2.5 micrometers or less in
diameter, is so dangerous because it lodges deep in the
lungs. The World Health Organization sets a daily mean
air quality guideline of 25 micrograms of PM2.5 per
cubic meter of air. China struggled for years to enforce
environment rules and crack down on polluting indus-
tries, but it has benefited in recent years from vastly
improved legislation and greater political will to com-
bat poor air quality.

“In mainland China, in particular, this has led to sig-
nificant improvements in year-on-year reductions in
PM2.5 levels,” the groups said in their joint study. India
is home to 15 of the 20 most polluted cities in the
world, they said. “The question which remains to be
answered is whether there is enough political will to
aggressively fight the health emergency India faces
today and move away from polluting fuels and prac-
tices,” said Pujarini Sen, spokeswoman for Greenpeace
India. — Reuters

Saudi Arabia 
welcomes Britain’s
Hezbollah ban 
RIYADH: Saudi Arabia yesterday welcomed
Britain’s decision to outlaw the political wing of
Lebanon’s Hezbollah movement, describing it as an
“important and constructive” step. Britain announced
on February 25 it would seek to make membership of
the Shiite movement or inviting support for it a crime.
The decision followed outrage over the display of the
Hezbollah flag, which features a Kalashnikov assault
rifle, at pro-Palestinian demonstrations in London. 

“Categorizing the (Hezbollah) militia, which is
backed by Iran, as a terrorist organization is an
important and constructive step in combating terror-
ism around the world,” said a foreign ministry source,
according to the official Saudi Press Agency.
“Britain’s decision is in line with the decision Saudi
Arabia has taken towards the terrorist party, both
politically and militarily.”

London’s move was welcomed by other foes of
Iran, Hezbollah’s key supporter, including the United
States and Israel. Hezbollah meanwhile said Britain
had “insulted the sentiments and the will of the
Lebanese”. In 2016, the Gulf Cooperation Council-
which includes regional powerhouse Saudi Arabia,
Bahrain, Kuwait, Oman, Qatar and the United Arab
Emirates - designated Hezbollah a “terrorist”
organization. Hezbollah was established in 1982 dur-
ing Lebanon’s civil war and is now a major political
party in the country, holding three cabinet posts.
Britain blacklisted Hezbollah’s military wing in 2008
but had until now made no move against its political
wing.  However, British Foreign Secretary Jeremy
Hunt said last Monday that any distinction between
its military and political wings “does not exist”. The
US designated Hezbollah a foreign terrorist organi-
zation in 1997. — AFP 


