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KASHMIR: Kashmiri villagers look on as fire razes a house following a deadly gun battle between militants and Indian government forces in Tral area of Pulwama district, south of Srinagar yesterday. — AFP 

NEW DELHI: Air India has reminded cabin crews to
follow all announcements with a rousing cry of “Hail
India!” as nationalistic fervor grips the nation in its lat-
est military standoff with Pakistan. “With immediate
effect, all are required to announce ‘Jai Hind’ at the end
of every announcement after a slight pause and with
much fervor,” the national carrier’s head of operations
said in a circular.

A spokesman said the order was first issued in 2017
but that a reminder was required because new staff had
joined. It comes as India’s biggest military standoff with
Pakistan in years triggers a rise in patriotism, stoked by

Prime Minister Narendra Modi ahead of looming elec-
tions. India’s excitable news channels have gone into
overdrive and people have been flocking to a rip-roar-
ing film about an Indian special forces incursion into
Pakistan-administered Kashmir.

Its catchphrase “How’s the josh?”-meaning “How’s
the fervor?”-has been widely quoted on and offline,
with government ministers employing it at political ral-
lies. An Indian fighter pilot who was shot down, cap-
tured and then released by Pakistan has become a
national hero, with some copying his handlebar mous-
tache and even one baby named after him. The latest

crisis between the nuclear-armed Asian foes was
sparked by a suicide bombing in Indian Kashmir that
left 40 Indian paramilitaries dead on February 14.

India launched air strikes inside Pakistan 12 days lat-
er, and an aerial dogfight between the two countries’ air
forces over Kashmir broke out the next day. Tens of
thousands attended funerals and solidarity marches
around India for the 40 men, with some setting fire to
Pakistani flags. The group that claimed credit for the
attack is based in Pakistan. Islamabad’s release of the
pilot last Friday eased international alarm although ten-
sions remain high, with both sides firing shells and mor-

tars over their de-facto border in Kashmir.
Indian media reports said that a Pakistani military

drone was shot down over northern India on Monday,
while Islamabad said yesterday it prevented an Indian
submarine from entering its waters. Air India’s
announcement yesterday also attracted mockery on
social media in view of the stricken airline’s crippling
debts. “Much welcome but before starting this Air
India should improve the service. Make the airline
profitable. Keep up to schedule. Stop wasting taxpayer
money. Be customer friendly,” quipped Dinesh Joshi,
one Twitter user. — AFP 

Fasten your seatbelts - and Hail India!
Biggest military standoff with Pakistan triggers a rise in patriotism

CARACAS: Whether paying for a manicure,
an evening gown or a liter of milk, in
Venezuela the dollar can buy anything, so
long as you’re discreet. “Of course we take
dollars, we can even try your credit card, if it
works there’s no problem,” said a restaurant
owner in Caracas, keen to be both welcoming
and pragmatic, and to remain anonymous.
Given the South American country’s eco-
nomic crisis there’s no question about turning
away a customer.

Venezuela’s own currency, the bolivar, has
been crippled by hyperinflation. Back in
August, President Nicolas Maduro devalued
the bolivar by 96 percent as one of a raft of
economic reforms he hoped would boost an
economy in meltdown. But the bolivar has
lost 98 percent of its value since. A dollar is
now worth around 3,000 bolivars and the
rate is changing every day.

It has left the salaries and savings of mil-
lions practically worthless. The International
Monetary Fund says inflation will hit a mind-
boggling 10 million percent this year-it end-
ed 2018 at 1.3 million percent. Since 2003,
the government has tried to enforce a
monopoly on foreign currency reserves. Its
detractors have accused top officials of
exploiting the misery of the wider population
by acquiring foreign currencies at official
rates and then selling them for a huge profit
on the black market at a wildly inflated
exchange.

“We started doing it under the table,”
said the restaurant owner. “We started tak-
ing dollars two or three months ago, but if it
was known it could hurt our business
because we’re supposed to declare every-
thing in bolivars.” Asked if it was illegal, he
added with a smile: “I don’t know, but it’s not
authorized.” Madeleine runs a small clothing
shop with shiny dresses and sparkling shoes
aimed at the middle classes that have some
money to burn.

All prices are listed in dollars. “Of course!
And if anyone asks, I calculate (the price) in
bolivars at the day’s rate,” she said.
“Otherwise I lose too much money. I import

everything from Los Angeles. I’ve got to
keep the business going.” She knows it’s ille-
gal but says she has little choice. With the
bolivar losing value every day, it’s not possi-
ble to set prices in the local currency. “To
buy a liter of milk you need this,” she
laughed, imitating an eight-inch high stack
with her hands.

Like the restaurant owner, Madeleine
doesn’t want to give her true name, nor that
of her shop, nor be pictured or filmed. “I
could have done like countless others and left
the country, but I preferred to stay and work
here,” she said. “But at any moment, the gov-
ernment could come and close my business,”
which only opened in mid-December. It’s not
even a luxury store but the dresses she sells
cost around $50, eight times the minimum
monthly wage of 18,000 bolivars-around $6.
Those who earn that much can just about
buy two kilograms of rice and as much flour.

A manicure in an elegant Caracas shop-
ping mall costs $4 - the owner asks only that
customers avoid paying with large bills as
she wouldn’t be able to find enough change.
Even shops selling Venezuela’s prime local
produce-cocoa and coffee-accept the
greenback. A small bar of chili chocolate
costs $3. While supermarkets in Caracas dis-
play aisles of empty shelves, there are no
such shortages at the covered market in the
middle-class Chacao neighborhood. The
stalls offer fruit, meat, fish, fresh produce and
a delicatessen-for those that can afford it. A
liter of long-life milk costs 8,000 bolivars:
half the monthly minimum wage. Not every-
one is struggling to make ends meet, though.

Venezuela may be facing a humanitarian
crisis and rising poverty due to the lack of
basic necessities such as food and medicine-
meaning people need dollars to survive-but
there’s another side to the country. “There’s a
lot of money in Venezuela,” said one person
who wished to remain anonymous. “I went to
a VIP restaurant on Saturday lunchtime, it
was full and it cost $150 for two,” she said.
She says there’s a nouveau riche in
Venezuela, the “Chavista elite” who pros-
pered under president Hugo Chavez, who
died in 2013, and “who continue to make
money” under his successor Maduro.

While they prosper, others have had to
resort to desperate measures. The United
Nations estimates that 2.7 million
Venezuelans have left the country since 2015
and support their families back home with
remittances. — AFP

In impoverished 
Venezuela, the 
dollar is king

ALABAMA: A succession of tornadoes
ripped through Alabama’s Lee County on
Sunday with winds of 150 miles per hour (241
kph), killing at least 23 people including chil-
dren in the deadliest such storms to strike the
United States in almost six years. 

What Is A Tornado? 
Tornadoes, described as a violently rotat-

ing column of air touching the ground, are
nature’s most violent storms, capable of
killing people and wiping out neighborhoods
in a matter of seconds, according to the US
National Weather Service. Tornadoes occur
when dry cold air moving south from Canada
meets warm moist air traveling north from the
Gulf of Mexico, according to the University
Corporation for Atmospheric Research. They
can strike with little warning, developing and
dissipating quickly, the weather service said.
Most tornadoes are on the ground for less
than 15 minutes. 

Can tornadoes be predicted? 
Meteorologists at the weather service’s

Storm Prediction Center can forecast general
conditions that are favorable for tornadoes

and will issue a severe thunderstorm or tor-
nado watch that lasts four to six hours. But a
tornado warning is not issued until a tornado
has been sighted or indicated by weather
radar, the prediction center says. 

Where, when do tornadoes form? 
Most tornadoes are found in the Great

Plains of the central United States, also
known as Tornado Alley, according to the
University Corporation for Atmospheric
Research. Tornadoes can form at any time
of year, but most occur in the spring and
summer months along with thunderstorms.
May and June are usually the peak months
for tornadoes. 

Do tornadoes occur outside US? 
Tornadoes occur most frequently in the

United States, where there is an average of
more than 1,000 recorded each year, and
Canada is a distant second with around 100
per year, according to the National Centers
for Environmental Information. But tornadoes
can occur anywhere and have been docu-
mented on every continent except Antarctica
and in all 50 states. 

How are tornadoes measured? 
The National Weather Service measures

tornadoes on the Enhanced Fujita (EF) Scale
ranging from 0 to 5. At the low end, an EF
rating of 0 measures three-second gusts of
wind from 65 to 85 mph (105 to 138 kph). At
the high end, an EF rating of 5 measures gusts
over 200 mph (322 kph). The Alabama torna-
does reached 150 mph (241 kph) for an EF
rating of 3. 

Climate change 
Warmer oceans can create the conditions

for more tornadoes, climate scientist Kevin
Trenberth told Scientific American, and may
have be responsible an increase in tornado
damage. But the link between tornadoes and
climate change is unclear, according to the
Center for Climate and Energy Solutions. US
tornado records only date back to 1950, and
much of Tornado Ally was so sparsely popu-
lated before then that tornadoes may have
occurred without anyone seeing them.
Improved technology enables scientists to
detect tornadoes now that may not have been
noticed decades ago. — Reuters

What are tornadoes and why are they so deadly?

ALABAMA: Residents look for belongings at a home after it was destroyed in a tornado in Beauregard, Alabama. — AFP 


