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KUWAIT: Tournament of Sheikh Jaber Al-
Abdallah Al-Jaber Al-Sabah Cup will be launched
Thursday and will continue for three days at
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Olympic Shooting
Complex. The tournament will include the 10
meters air pistol and rifle and Olympic archery for
both men and women with club, National Guard
and Bahrain shooters participating.

Secretary General of Arab and Kuwait Shooting
Federations Obaid Al-Osaimi said this tournament
has a special status with Kuwait shooting commu-
nity, as we remember the support Sheikh Jaber Al-
Abdallah presented to shooters and to the club
since its establishment.

Registration for the tournament will be closed
on Tuesday 5/3 at 6:00 pm. Al-Osaimi wished par-
ticipants all success.

Sheikh Jaber 
Al-Abdallah 
tourney to start

SCOREBOARD

Bangladesh first innings 234 (Tamim Iqbal 126; Wagner 5-
47, Southee 3-76)
New Zealand first innings 715-6 dec (K. Williamson 200 not
out, T. Latham 161, J. Raval 132, C. de Grandhomme 76 not
out; Soumya Sarkar 2-68)

Bangladesh second innings (overnight 174-4)
Tamim Iqbal c Watling b Southee 74
Shadman Islam c Boult b Wagner 37
Mominul Haque c Taylor b Boult 8
M. Mithun c Williamson b Boult 0
Soumya Sarkar b Boult 149
Mahmudullah c Boult b Southee 146
Liton Das b Boult 1
Mehidy Hasan c Raval b Wagner 1
Abu Jayed b Boult 3
Khaled Ahmed not out 4
Ebadat Hossain c Boult b Southee 0
Extras (w6) 6
Total: (all out; 103 overs) 429
Fall of wickets: 1-88 (Shadman), 2-100 (Mominul), 3-110
(Mithun), 4-126 (Tamim), 5-361 (Soumya), 6-379 (Das), 7-
380 (Mehidy), 8-413 (Jayed), 9-429 (Mahmudullah), 10-429
(Ebadat)
Bowling: Boult 28-3-123-5 (4w), Southee 24-4-98-3, de
Grandhomme 10-1-33-0, Wagner 24-4-104-2 (2w), Astle
15-3-58-0, Williamson 2-0-13-0.

Result: New Zealand won by an innings and 52 runs

Completed scoreboard in the first Test between New
Zealand and Bangladesh in Hamilton yesterday.

New Zealand crush Bangladesh 
by innings after Boult bags five

Defiant centuries from Soumya and Mahmudullah in vain
HAMILTON: Defiant centuries from Soumya Sarkar
and Mahmudullah were in vain as Trent Boult’s five-
wicket haul gave New Zealand a crushing victory over
Bangladesh in the first Test by an innings and 52 runs in
Hamilton yesterday. 

After the stubborn double-century partnership took
Bangladesh to 361 for four in their second innings, Boult
opened the final chapter of the Test when he bowled
Soumya for 149. The crucial wicket ended a 235-run
stand with Mahmudullah (146) for the fifth wicket and
saw Bangladesh cave in with the Test all over 68 runs
later, just after tea on day four.

“The fight today was as tough as Test cricket does
get,” New Zealand captain Kane Williamson said after
Boult’s lethal spell with the second new ball trumped
the 54-over battle by Soumya and Mahmudullah.

It was Soumya’s maiden hundred and the fifth and
highest century for Mahmudullah as they pounded the
boundaries and took control of the short-ball barrage
that decimated their first innings.

“That plan didn’t work very well for us today and we
had to go back to trying to stop some scoring for a
period of time, because they were scoring quickly,”
Williamson said. “There was some fantastic batting.

“When the breakthrough came with the second
new ball, which was obviously a fairly long time com-
ing, it was great that we were able to open up an end
from that point on.” The match had belonged to New
Zealand long before they declared their first innings
at a colossal 715 for six-a first innings lead of 481 —
but Soumya and Mahmudullah were determined to
make crossing the finish line as difficult as possible
for the hosts.

Mahmudullah called it a “gutsy innings” as they
batted together for nearly three sessions and pro-
duced the sixth best partnership by a Bangladesh pair.
When Boult finally bowled Soumya, the 26-year-old

left-hander stood motionless for several seconds as he
realised the significance of his wicket before depart-
ing the ground.

The remaining five wickets lasted only 18 overs.
When Bangladesh resumed Sunday on 174 for four
they faced a Herculean task to score a further 307 just
to make New Zealand bat again. Sri Lanka’s Angelo
Mathews and Kusal Mendis proved with their (rain-

assisted) match-saving 274-run stand in Wellington
before Christmas it is possible to defy the odds in
New Zealand. 

But, Soumya could not hold out that long and when
the new ball was taken he lasted 14 more deliveries
before Boult ended his resistance and the tenacity left
the innings. Boult finished with five for 123 and Tim
Southee took three for 98. — AFP

HAMILTON: Mohammad Mahmudullah of Bangladesh plays a shot during day four of the first cricket Test match
between New Zealand and Bangladesh at Seddon Park in Hamilton yesterday. — AFP

ST LUCIA: England’s batting line-up imploded in
familiar fashion before Chris Gayle inspired the West
Indies to a seven-wicket triumph in the fifth and final
ODI international in St Lucia on Saturday to ensure
the series ended drawn at 2-2.

The 39-year-old Gayle, playing in what may be
his final home ODI, smashed 77 off just 27 balls
after England had been skittled out for 113 in 28.1
overs, with Oshane Thomas doing most damage
with five wickets.

Just three days after the visitors had posted 418
against the same attack, the West Indies, who won the
test series between the two sides 2-1, this time needed
just 12.1 overs to race to their target at 115-3.

“I thought about it walking round after the game,
‘will this be my last innings in the Caribbean?’ We’ll
have to wait and see for now,” Gayle told Sky Sports
after being named player of the series for his 424-run
haul from the four completed matches.

“This will give us a big boost. It’s been a great
series and I’m happy we tied the series. Being in such
terrific form is fantastic for me; I think it’s my best ODI
series stats-wise.” Eoin Morgan’s side had started
favourites to equal Australia’s record of winning a 10th
successive ODI series but subsided limply amid a
series of ill-judged shots on a pitch that offered help to
the pacemen. Eight of England’s batsman fell to short-
pitched deliveries, with Thomas cashing in to take 5-21
from 5.1 overs. When West Indies batted it looked a
completely different game, with Gayle giving another
explosive display of hitting to add to his 162 from the
previous game and his 135 from the opening match.

His nine sixes took his total to 39 across the four

games, a record in a bilateral series. Morgan had been
keen to secure the win ahead of this summer’s World
Cup and will be particularly disappointed in his bats-
men, who never came to terms with conditions which
were radically different from Grenada.

But from the moment Sheldon Cottrell bowled Jonny
Bairstow for 11, England never looked comfortable with
only Alex Hales and Jos Buttler, who both scored 23,
looking capable of putting any sort of innings together.

England’s final five wickets went down for just two

runs, and the last three wickets without scoring, as
batsmen formed a regular procession to the pavilion en
route to England’s 14th lowest ODI total.

Gayle won a personal battle with Mark Wood after
the paceman removed fellow opener John Campbell for
a single. That proved a mere inconvenience for the
self-styled ‘Universe Boss’, who struck a series of tow-
ering blows before he was finally bowled by Wood
with West Indies in touching distance of victory. The
two sides now play three T20 games. — Reuters

Gayle blasts Windies 
to victory after 
England collapse

SAINT LUCIA: Chris Gayle of West Indies hits 6 during the 5th and final ODI between West Indies and England at
Darren Sammy Cricket Ground, Gros Islet, Saint Lucia, on Saturday. — AFP

MUMBAI: The International Cricket Council has assured
its members of a tight security plan for this year’s World
Cup in England after the Indian cricket board sought guar-
antees from the governing body following a suicide-bomb
attack in Kashmir last month.

The BCCI had expressed concern about security dur-
ing the World Cup in a letter to the ICC after last month’s
attack in the disputed region that killed 40 Indian paramil-
itary troops.

“As you would expect for a global sporting event, the
ICC, in partnership with the ECB (England and Wales
Cricket Board) has a robust security plan in place for the
men’s Cricket World Cup,” ICC Chief Executive David
Richardson said following board meetings in Dubai.

“We work closely with the authorities in our host coun-
tries to ensure that the safety of players, officials and fans
is a priority. “Should those authorities raise the threat level
of the event based on intelligence, we will of course uplift
our security commitment as appropriate.

“We will continue to work with the ECB and our mem-
bers throughout the build up to and during the tournament
to keep everyone abreast of the situation.” The attack, the
worst in the troubled area, was claimed by Pakistan-based
militants and further soured relations between the bitter
nuclear-armed rivals, prompting calls within India for the
country to sever all sporting ties with Pakistan.

The BCCI had urged the cricket community to ostracise
Pakistan in their letter to the ICC. India are scheduled to
play their World Cup match against Pakistan in
Manchester on June 16.

The governing body was also apprised of concerns
from the World Anti-Doping Agency (WADA) regarding
the BCCI’s reluctance to come under the ambit of India’s
national anti-doping body.

“The Board unanimously acknowledged its desire to
remain WADA compliant and committed to working in
partnership with the BCCI, WADA and the India NADA to
resolve the outstanding issues as a matter of urgency,” the
ICC statement said.— Reuters

ICC assures members
of robust security
at World Cup

SALT LAKE CITY: Donovan Mitchell scored a career-
best 46 points, and the Utah Jazz rallied from a 17-point,
fourth-quarter deficit to end the Milwaukee Bucks’ sev-
en-game winning streak 115-111 on Saturday night in Salt
Lake City. Derrick Favors scored 23 points and matched
his career high of 18 rebounds as Utah won its fourth
straight game and 18th in the past 24. Joe Ingles added 14
points and eight assists. Giannis Antetokounmpo record-
ed 43 points, 14 rebounds and eight assists for the Bucks,
who lost for just the third time in the past 22 games. Khris
Middleton added 29 points, nine rebounds and six assists
for Milwaukee, which had a 10-game road winning streak
snapped. Brook Lopez matched his career high of seven
blocked shots and also contributed 16 points and eight
rebounds.

WARRIORS 120, 76ERS 117
Stephen Curry broke a late tie with a jumper and later

added two free throws and a layup, allowing Golden
State to finish off host Philadelphia. Kevin Durant poured
in a game-high 34 points, Curry added 28 and DeMarcus
Cousins produced his highest-scoring game for Golden
State with 25 as the Warriors snapped a two-game losing
streak. The Warriors were without high-scoring guard
Klay Thompson because of soreness in his right knee.
Ben Simmons recorded a 25-point, 15-rebound, 11-assist
triple-double for the 76ers, who lost for the 11th time in

their last 12 meetings against Golden State. The 76ers
didn’t have star Joel Embiid, who missed his fifth straight
game with tendinitis in his left knee.

SUNS 118, LAKERS 109
Deandre Ayton had 26 points and 10 rebounds, and

host Phoenix avoided its first season sweep in 19 years
against Los Angeles. Devin Booker scored 16 of his 25
points in the second half, and Josh Jackson scored 16 off
the bench for Phoenix, which has won two of three after
losing 17 straight. The Suns came into the contest 0-3
against the Lakers on the season, having lost every game
by at least 14 points. The Lakers have lost four of five to
drop 4 1/2 games back of the final playoff spot in the
Western Conference. LeBron James had 27 points, nine
rebounds and 16 assists for the Lakers. Brandon Ingram
scored 25 points, and JaVale McGee went 10 of 10 from
the field in adding 21 points off the bench for Los
Angeles.

PELICANS 120, NUGGETS 112
Julius Randle had 28 points and 10 rebounds, Jrue

Holiday scored 29 points and New Orleans, playing with-
out Anthony Davis (flu) and E’Twaun Moore (rest), beat
host Denver. Frank Jackson scored 16 off the bench for
New Orleans, which won road games on consecutive
nights, having won in Phoenix on Friday night. Nikola
Jokic had 20 points and nine rebounds while battling foul
trouble, and Jamal Murray also scored 20 for Denver. The
Nuggets have lost two straight at home after winning 20
of 21 in Denver. 

SPURS 116, THUNDER 102
LaMarcus Aldridge scored 27 points, 23 of them in a

torrid first half, and took 10 rebounds as host San Antonio
cruised past Oklahoma City. San Antonio won its second
consecutive game after a three-game losing streak and

has three victories in its last 10 outings. The Thunder, led
by Russell Westbrook’s 19 points and Dennis Schroder’s
18, lost their fourth straight. Rudy Gay added 22 points for
San Antonio while DeMar DeRozan hit for 18, Bryn Forbes
scored 16 and Derrick White tallied 14.

GRIZZLIES 111, MAVERICKS 81
Memphis went into Dallas and mixed clamp-down

defense with an atypical showing of long-range firepow-
er in an easy win. The Grizzlies, playing without injured
rookie Jaren Jackson Jr., got balanced scoring, including
solid bench contributions with 15 points from Jevon
Carter, 12 points from Joakim Noah on 4-of-7 shooting
to go with eight boards and five assists and 12 points
from CJ Miles, who hit three 3-pointers. Jonas
Valanciunas led the team with 20 points. Rookie Luka
Doncic scored a game-high 22 points for the Mavericks,
and he shot 7 of 14 from the floor. He couldn’t find the
range from beyond the arc, however, missing seven of his
eight attempts. Dwight Powell contributed 13 points, and
Tim Hardaway Jr. finished with 10, shooting 2 of 7 from
long range.

HEAT 117, NETS 88
Kelly Olynyk scored 25 points as host Miami dominat-

ed the third quarter and never trai led in handing
Brooklyn its third straight loss and its 10th loss in 15
games. Olynyk was questionable for the game with a
sprained right ankle but scored at least 20 points for the
third time in four games. Miami won for the fourth time in
its last 14 games and remained one game behind Orlando
and Charlotte, which are tied for eighth in the Eastern
Conference. The Heat also moved within 2 1/2 games of
Brooklyn. Joe Harris led the Nets with 15 points, but
D’Angelo Russell was held to 10 points. Brooklyn’s other
three starters-Treveon Graham, Jarrett Allen and Caris
LeVert-combined for 22 points.—Reuters

Mitchell pours in 
46 as Jazz halt 
Bucks’ streak


