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Jamie Benn posts hat trick to 
lead Stars past Blues, 4-1
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Aho’s OT winner gives Carolina fifth straight victory over Panthers

PARIS: Double World Cup winner Dan Carter will
not rejoin French club Racing 92 due to medical rea-
sons, the club announced on Saturday. Carter, 36,
who starred for the French giants between 2015-
2018, has been deemed ineligible to play in France
by the French National League (LNR) after his for-
mer outfit referred his medical results to the organi-
sation which runs the Top 14 competition.

His health dossier was passed to the LNR as part
of his registration as a Racing92 squad member-as is
the case with every new player in the league.
“Racing 92 handed over certain elements of his med-
ical dossier to the experts designated by the French
National League. Their opinion was unanimous: Dan
Carter can’t play rugby in France,” said a statement.

“We are very disappointed of course but... the
law is harsh but it is the law and we don’t compro-
mise players’ health. “We wish Dan the best for the
future, a future at the same level of his immense
career.” The former Top 14 champions said last
month Carter would return on a short-term deal from
Japanese side Kobelco Steelers as cover for ex-
South Africa fly-half Pat Lambie who announced his
immediate retirement in January due to numerous
concussions.

Other options at fly-half for the millionaire-
backed outfit are Scotland’s Finn Russell, second-
choice Ben Volavola and journeyman Raphael
Lagarde. Carter was expected to supplement the
options at stand-off as Racing 92 eye a place in the
end of season play-offs and a first European
Champions Cup with a quarter-final tie against
Toulouse on March 31.

During his previous three-year stint in the French
capital, Carter won the league title but failed to lift
the European Cup, losing in two finals. He scored
445 points in 58 games. Before that, he won New
Zealand’s provincial competition with Canterbury
and Super Rugby with the Crusaders.

On the international front he twice lifted the
World Cup, the Tri Nations and The Rugby
Championship as well as a British and Irish Lions
Test series with the All Blacks. Carter’s last spell in
France was tarnished on two occasions.

He tested positive for anti-inflammatory drug cor-
ticosteroid in 2016 but was eventually cleared of any
wrongdoing in April 2017.

In the same year, he was caught driving while two-
times over the legal alcohol limit by French police and
subsequently fined 1,000 euros ($1,137). Carter was
set for his third contract in the Top 14 having made
only five appearance for Perpignan in 2009 because
of an Achilles injury. When it was announced that he
was due to return to Racing, club owner Jacky
Lorenzetti insisted it was with one mission in mind-to
win the European Cup. “It’s the only title he’s missing,
he added to his collection with Japan’s Top League in
December so why not become a European champion
with us,” Lorenzetti said.—AFP
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ST LOUIS: Jamie Benn returned from a brief injury
absence to record a hat trick and help the visiting
Dallas Stars beat the St. Louis Blues for the second
time in 10 days, 4-1 on Saturday night. Defenseman
John Klingberg had a goal with two assists, and Ben
Bishop stopped 29 shots for the Stars, who continued
their push toward the Western Conference playoffs by
completing a 3-1-0 road trip. Dallas, which ended the
Blues’ team-record 11-game winning streak with a 5-2
victory on Feb. 21, snapped their seven-game home
winning stretch Saturday. Though third in the Central
Division and three points better than Dallas, St. Louis
has managed just nine non-shootout goals while going
2-3-1 since the 11-game run. Blues rookie Jordan
Binnington made 17 saves during his first loss in eight
starts at home.

WILD 4, FLAMES 2
Matt Read scored the go-ahead goal early in the

third period as visiting Minnesota spoiled a festive
night in Calgary with a victory. Prior to the contest, the
Flames honored former captain Jarome Iginla and sent
his signature No. 12 to the rafters at Scotiabank
Saddledome. Iginla, who spent 16 seasons with the
Flames, is the club’s all-time leader in goals (525),
points (1,095) and regular-season games played (1,219).
Defenseman Ryan Suter collected a goal and an assist,
and Eric Staal and Ryan Donato also tallied for the
Wild, who have won five in a row to remain one point
behind Dallas for the top wild-card spot in the Western
Conference. Devan Dubnyk turned aside 35 shots.

LIGHTNING 5, SENATORS 1
Four different defensemen scored for host Tampa

Bay, which beat lowly Ottawa to match the NHL mark
for fewest games to 50 wins. Blue-liners Victor
Hedman, Ryan McDonagh, Erik Cernak and Mikhail
Sergachev all had goals, and Andrei Vasilevskiy made
36 saves in his ninth straight victory for the NHL-lead-
ing Lightning, who rebounded after their club-record
10-game winning streak and 14-game point stretch
ended at Boston on Thursday. Tampa Bay, which has
won seven straight at home and earned a point in 10
consecutive there, equaled Detroit’s record of 50 wins
in 66 games from the 1995-96 season.

MAPLE LEAFS 5, SABRES 2
John Tavares and Mitch Marner each had a goal and

two assists, and Toronto defeated visiting Buffalo.
Morgan Rielly, Nic Petan and Nikita Zaitsev also
scored a goal for the Maple Leafs, who have two home
wins over the Sabres in the past six days. Frederik
Andersen made 35 saves for Toronto. Jason Pominville
and Conor Sheary scored for the Sabres. Linus Ullmark
started in goal for Buffalo for the second game in a row
and made 27 saves.

PENGUINS 5, CANADIENS 1
Sidney Crosby had a goal and three assists, and Jake

Guentzel had two goals and two assists as visiting
Pittsburgh jumped on Montreal early for the win. It was
the 32nd time in his career Crosby has amassed four or
more points in a game, and he made it 10 career sea-
sons with at least 80 points. He has 83. Evgeni Malkin
also scored, and Jared McCann had a goal and an assist
for Pittsburgh, which has won two of its past three
games and pulled even with the Canadiens and into a
wild-card spot in the Eastern Conference at 77 points.

HURRICANES 4, PANTHERS 3 (OT)
Carolina’s Sebastian Aho scored the game-winning

goal 1:46 into overtime to lift the surging club to a win
over Florida in Sunrise, Fla. Hurricanes goalie Petr
Mrazek made three saves on breakaways in a hectic 3-
on-3 overtime, setting the stage for Aho to score his 27th
goal on a clever dish from Nino Niederreiter on a 2-on-1
rush. Brock McGinn, Greg McKegg and Brett Pesce
scored in regulation for the Hurricanes, and Mrazek
made 31 saves to win his fourth straight for Carolina,
which has used a 13-3-0 run to earn third place in the
Metropolitan Division. Carolina won its fifth in a row.

BRUINS 1, DEVILS 0
Brad Marchand scored the game’s only goal fewer

than three minutes into the first period, and Tuukka
Rask stopped all 20 shots he faced as host Boston
remained red-hot by edging New Jersey. The Bruins
won their third straight game and for the 10th time in 11
tries (10-0-1) while extending their point streak to 16
games (12-0-4). The shutout was the third of the season
for Rask. Mackenzie Blackwood made 29 saves in taking
the hard-luck loss for the Devils, who have dropped
three straight, all in regulation, and five of seven (2-5-0).

COYOTES 3, RED WINGS 1
Oliver Ekman-Larsson and Vinnie Hinostroza each

collected a goal and an assist as Arizona won six
straight games for the first time since 2012 with a vic-
tory over Detroit in Glendale, Ariz. Josh Archibald also
scored for the Coyotes, who have won nine of their last
11 overall and avenged a 6-1 loss in Detroit on Nov. 13.
Richard Panik notched a pair of assists, and Darcy
Kuemper finished with 22 saves to win his seventh
consecutive start and improve to 15-3-3 since Jan. 4.

KINGS 6, BLACKHAWKS 3
Dustin Brown scored a pair of goals, Adrian

Kempe, Brendan Leipsic and Ilya Kovalchuk each fin-
ished with a goal and an assist and Los Angeles
pulled away for a win over visiting Chicago. Sean
Walker also scored for Los Angeles, which snapped a
10-game winless streak. The Kings narrowly avoided

tying their franchise record of 11 consecutive losses.
Brendan Perlini had two goals, and Connor Murphy
had one for the Blackhawks. Chicago has lost three of
its past four games.

OILERS 4, BLUE JACKETS 0
Leon Draisaitl and Connor McDavid each had three

points, and Mikko Koskinen made 30 saves as visiting
Edmonton earned a shutout over Columbus. Draisaitl
recorded two assists and scored his 40th goal of the
season, combining with McDavid on a give-and-go 8:53
into the second period. Draisaitl joined Alex Ovechkin
and Patrick Kane as the only players to reach the 40-
goal plateau in the NHL this season. Draisaitl extended
his points streak to 10 games and has 25 points (16
goals, nine assists) over his last 17 games. —Reuters

CALGARY: Kevin Fiala #22 of the Minnesota Wild carries the puck against Oscar Fantenberg #3 of the Calgary
Flames during an NHL game at Scotiabank Saddledome on Saturday in Calgary, Alberta, Canada. — AFP

LAS VEGAS: UFC light heavyweight
champion Jon Jones cruised to an easy
victory over Anthony Smith and Kamaru
Usman became the first African-born
champion as he defeated Tyrone
Woodley for the welterweight title at the
T-Mobile Arena in Las Vegas.

Smith lived up to his “Lionheart”
nickname, surviving five gruelling five-
minute rounds against one of the most
dominant fighters of all time, but the
judges gave the reigning champion a
comprehensive victory at UFC 235.

The 31-year-old New Yorker con-
trolled the fight from start to finish, using
a dizzying array of kicks to control the
distance and out-wrestling Smith against
the fence. The only risk to Jones came in
the closing seconds of the fourth round

when he landed an illegal left knee to the
head of Smith, who had one hand on the
ground.

The challenger would have been
awarded a win by disqualification if he
told the referee he was unable to contin-
ue, but he fought on before ultimately
dropping the decision. “I wanted to win
it, I didn’t want to steal it,” Smith said in
the cage.

Nigerian-born Kamaru Usman domi-
nated the co-main event, backing
Woodley up against the fence and rip-
ping dozens of thunderous shots to the
body, and then taking his opponent to
the mat at will. Known for his tactical
acumen in the cage, Woodley never had
the time or space to use it as Usman
swarmed all over him from the opening
bell. Despite Usman’s dominance and a
late fourth-round flurry that rocked
Woodley badly, the fight was decided on
the judges’ scorecards 50-44, 50-44 and
50-45 to crown the first African-born
UFC champion.

The much-anticipated UFC debut of
former Bellator and ONE FC welter-
weight champ Ben Askren ended in con-

troversy when referee Herb Dean
stopped the fight in the first round, judg-
ing Robbie Lawler to have lost con-
sciousness in a bulldog choke. Lawler,

himself a former UFC welterweight
champion, immediately protested but to
no avail, allowing Askren to maintain his
unbeaten MMA record. — Reuters

Jones retains
UFC light 
heavyweight title

SINGAPORE: South Korea’s Park Sung-hyun produced
a sizzling final round of eight-under par 64 in windy
conditions to clinch a two-stroke victory over
Australia’s Minjee Lee in the LPGA Women’s World
Championship in Singapore yesterday.

The 25-year-old from Seoul opened her final round
with three successive birdies and made two more at six
and seven but a bogey on the par-five eighth made her
turn at four-under for the round.

She made a further four birdies on the back nine
and tapped in for par from less than three feet to sign
for a total of 15-under 273 on the Tanjong Course at
Sentosa Golf Club. “I’m really happy with my play
today. I am really happy because I used to have rough
starts to my year and I think that I will now feel really
comfortable for the rest of the season,” Park said
through an interpreter.

Lee, who was also the runner-up in Thailand last
week, shot 69 to finish on 13-under 275 as she was
overtaken by Park, who started the final round in eighth
place. Spain’s Azahara Munoz and Korea’s Ko Jin-
young both shot closing scores of 69 to finish tied for
third two strokes further back, with Kim Hyo-joo (70)
and American Amy Olson (70) tied for fifth on 10-under
278. Lee, who had started in second place on Sunday
behind Thailand’s world number one Ariya Jutanugarn,
had taken a two-stroke lead when she made her third
birdie of the round at the par-five eighth.

The 22-year-old made another birdie on the par-
four 12th but Park was continuing her charge and took

a share of the lead with her seventh birdie of the round
on 13th and then took a two-stroke lead on 16 with her
final birdie while Lee made a bogey on 14.

Lee needed to make an eagle on the final hole to
force an unlikely playoff but her second shot landed
about 30 feet from the pin. World number one
Jutanugarn had a one-shot lead heading into the final
round but a double bogey at the par-three fourth
dropped her down the leaderboard and she was unable
to recover.

She made a double-bogey seven on 13 and another
bogey on 14 ended her hopes of winning her first event
in Asia as she closed with a 75 to finish in a tie for
eighth with eight-under 280. — Reuters

TOKYO: Ethiopian Birhanu Legese cruised to
victory at the Tokyo marathon yesterday, win-
ning in a time of two hours, four minutes and 48
seconds in miserable conditions to claim his first
major title.

The 24-year-old was part of a small leading
group for the first 30 kilometres before pulling
away easily from runnerup Kenyan Bedan Karoki
(2:06:48) and strolling to victory. Karoki’s com-
patriot Dickson Chumba, twice a winner in
Tokyo, was third.

With rain lashing down for much of a frigid
morning, it was never likely to be a fast race.
Japan fancied their chances of a homegrown
male victory for the first time since 2010 but
Suguru Osako, who set a new Japanese national
record in October, struggled to stay with the
leading group and pulled out with an injury 30
kilometres in.

The 27-year-old, touted as Japan’s best hope
of delivering Olympic marathon gold when Tokyo
hosts the Games in 2020, was distraught as he
limped from the route. Ethiopian Ruti Aga won
the women’s race in a time of 2:20:40, edging out
compatriot Helen Tola by 21 seconds. Ethiopians
have now won the women’s marathon in Tokyo in
six of the last eight editions. — Reuters

Ethiopian Legese
wins rain-sodden 
Tokyo marathon

Korea’s Park storms 
past field to win 
World Championship

LAS VEGAS:  Jon Jones (R) and Anthony Smith trade punches during their light heavy-
weight title bout during UFC 235 at T-Mobile Arena on Saturday in Las Vegas, Nevada.
Jones won by unanimous decision.— AFP

SINGAPORE: Park Sung-hyun of South Korea poses with
the winner’s trophy after the final round of the HSBC
Women’s World Championship at the Sentosa Golf Club
in Singapore yesterday. — AFP


