
BEIRUT: A Syrian jihadist group linked to Al-Qaeda
killed 21 regime and allied forces yesterday near Idlib
province, in one of the deadliest breaches of a six-
month-old truce deal, a monitor said. “At dawn, 21
fighters from the regime forces or allied militia were
killed in an attack by Ansar Al-Tawhid jihadists,” the
Syrian Observatory for Human Rights said. “Five
jihadists were also killed,” Rami Abdel Rahman, the
director of the Britain-based monitoring group, said.

Ansar al-Tawhid has ties
to the larger Hurras Al-Deen
group, which is also active in
the area. Both are considered
semi-officials franchises of
Al-Qaeda in Syria. The area
of Idlib and small parts of the
adjacent provinces of Hama
and Aleppo are mostly con-
trolled by the rival Hayat
Tahrir al-Sham organization.
HTS is led by fighters who
formerly belonged to Al-
Qaeda’s ex-affiliate in Syria. A military source quoted
by state news agency SANA confirmed soldiers had
been killed and wounded in an attack on their positions
near Idlib province.

Loyalists forces had killed some assailants, the
source added without giving precise figures. Referring
to the attack, the foreign ministry said Syria “will not
allow terrorists and those who are behind them to car-
ry on with their attacks against innocent civilians and
the armed forces”. Yesterday’s deadly assault was car-
ried out against regime positions in the village of
Masasna, in the north of Hama province, the
Observatory said. “It was one of the highest casualty

figures among regime ranks since the Putin-Erdogan
deal,” the Observatory’s Abdel Rahman said.

He was referring to an agreement reached in the
Russian resort of Sochi between Russian President
Vladimir Putin and his Turkish counterpart Recep
Tayyip Erdogan. Under the September 17 deal, Turkey
was supposed to exert its influence over anti-regime
groups in the Idlib region to get them to pull back their
fighters and heavy weapons from a demilitarized zone.

The agreement was meant to
stave off a planned offensive
by the regime and its Russian
backers that aid groups feared
could spark the eight-year-
old Syrian conflict’s worst
humanitarian crisis yet.

The government assault on
the last major bastion of
forces opposed to President
Bashar Al-Assad’s rule has
indeed been held off but the
deal’s provisions have not

been implemented and the de facto truce looks shakier
than ever. Since the Sochi agreement, HTS has consoli-
dated its grip on the Idlib province and Turkey appears
to be in no position to deliver on its commitment.
Breaches of the demilitarized zone have spiked in
recent days. Another 20 regime and allied forces were
killed in three days of clashes about a week ago.

300 IS-linked Syrians
Meanwhile, nearly 300 Syrians suspected of

belonging to the Islamic State jihadist group have
been freed because they have “no blood on their
hands”, Kurdish authorities who were holding them

said. Their release was announced late Saturday by
the semi-autonomous Kurdish administration of north-
ern Syria, which said in a statement that 283 Syrians
had been set free. 

Tribal chiefs and other local officials had lobbied for
their release. The statement said they were men who
“have no Syrian blood on their hands”, suggesting that
they did not take part in any fighting. “They had lost
their way... violated the traditions of the Syrian society
and the law, and some of them had been deceived... but
they remain our Syrian children,” it said.

Releasing them is a gesture of “cooperation, frater-
nity and clemency,” said the statement posted on the
website of the US-backed, Kurdish-led Syrian
Democratic Forces (SDF). The prisoners were released
in several areas of northern Syria held by Kurds, includ-
ing the city of Raqa, which was the de facto Syrian
capital of the IS “caliphate”, the statement added.  The
Syrian Observatory for Human Rights, a Britain-based
war monitor, said it was not the first release of IS-
linked prisoners by Kurdish authorities, but the number
was particularly large this time. — Agencies 
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IDLIB, Syria: Photo shows blood amongst the rubble, debris, and broken furniture at the scene of a reported
suicide attack on a restaurant in the rebel-held northern Syrian city of Idlib. — AFP 

What is a 
Jew, a Semite,
Zionist? 
PARIS: What is the difference between a
Jew, a Semite and a Zionist? With such
terms are often confused or misused,
here is a guide to what each word means. 

Jew
Originally a Jew was an inhabitant of

the ancient kingdom of Judah that exist-
ed in the Middle East, centered on
Jerusalem, from around 940 to 586 BC.
The term Jew originates in the Biblical
Hebrew word “yehudi”, which means
“from the Kingdom of Judah”. The word
passed into Latin as “judaeus”; the “d”
was dropped as it evolved into “giu” in
Old French, later moving into early
English in various forms from the year
1,000. It also is the root of Judaism, the
Jewish religion which is one of the
world’s oldest monotheistic religions and
established more than 3,500 years ago.

Its principle tenet is that there is only
one God, who is the creator of the uni-
verse and with whom Jewish people have
a special relationship. Jews can be athe-
ist, being Jewish by heritage but not
believing in the God of the Bible. Jewish

law says the faith is transmitted through
the mother, even if in the Bible people are
identified by their paternal ascendants.
Israel’s 1970 “Law of Return”, which
gives Jews the right to live in the country,
defines a Jew as a “person who was born
of a Jewish mother or has become con-
verted to Judaism and is not a member of
another religion.”

Semite 
Jews are not the only Semites: this

term refers to people linked through
related languages including Hebrew but
also Amharic, Arabic and Aramaic.
Created by German historian August
Ludwig Schloezer (1735-1809), the word
is drawn from the name of one of the
sons of the Bible’s Noah, Shem, who is
considered the ancestor of all Semites.
His descendants are said to have migrat-
ed from the Arabian peninsula to
Mesopotamia, Syria and Palestine around
3,000 years ago, and then into the Horn
of Africa around 700 BC. Today Semitic
languages are spoken by hundreds of
millions of people in the Middle East and
North Africa. The term anti-Semitic,
however, refers to a person who is
specifically hostile towards Jews.

Zionist 
The term comes from “Zion” which is

a synonym for Jerusalem but also for the
land of Israel. It also has a spiritual

meaning. It takes its name from Mount
Zion, which was first used to describe the
site of the ancient Jebusite city which
became Jerusalem, but today refers to a
hill just outside the walls of the Old City,
on its southwestern edge. The terms
Zionist and Zionism developed in the late
19th century to refer to the aspirations of
Jewish people-who were exiled, dis-
persed and persecuted-to have their own
independent homeland.

It had its first political expression in

the 1896 pamphlet “The State of the
Jews” by Austro-Hungarian journalist
and writer Theodor Herzl. A year later,
the first Zionist congress was held in
Basel, Switzerland, where it was stated
the aim of Zionism was to create for the
Jewish people a home in Palestine. Jews
had already begun moving there and
establishing agricultural communities in
the 19th century, their flow accelerated
by the rise of pogroms and anti-
Semitism. — AFP 

PARIS: File photo shows Anti-Semitic graffiti written on letter boxes displaying a
portrait of late French politician and Holocaust survivor Simone Veil. — AFP 

News in brief

Nigerian pipeline explodes

WARRI: A major Nigerian oil pipeline has exploded,
local police said yesterday, forcing nearby residents
to flee and raising suspicions of possible sabotage.
The Nembe Creek Trunk pipeline runs from an oil
terminal in Bonny to the state of Bayelsa with capaci-
ty of 150,000 barrels per day. The explosion hap-
pened on Friday. “We have not been officially briefed
on the incident, but it occurred,” Bayelsa State Police
spokesman Asinim Butswat said. “No lives were lost
as a result of the explosion and we can’t confirm if it
was an attack by militants or an equipment failure
unless the people managing the facility go there” to
determine the cause, he said. OPEC member Nigeria
is Africa’s biggest producer of crude oil. Ndiana-
Abasi Mathew, a public relations official for Aiteo, the
company that manages the pipeline, confirmed the
incident in a text message on Saturday. — AFP 

Angry protests in east DRC 

GOMA: Bandits shot dead six people in eastern DR
Congo overnight, sparking angry protests by residents
who blockaded the main street running through Goma
city yesterday, officials said. “We have just recovered
the bodies of five civilians and a soldier who were
killed” during an overnight gun battle, the city’s deputy
prosecutor Claver Kahasa said. “Armed bandits came
into Goma to the Ndosho neighborhood and have left
the town bereaved by shooting dead five civilians,”
said city mayor Timothee Muissa Kiense.  Since the
start of the year, at least 25 people have been killed in
a string of shootings in Goma by unidentified gunmen,
often referred to as bandits. “The population is very
clearly angry, there is a lot of tension,” said the mayor,
whose city is the capital of North Kivu province and
home to one million people.— AFP 

Australia to bar ‘some’ visitors 

SYDNEY: Visitors who have been convicted of vio-
lence against women and children will be kicked out
or barred from entering Australia, Immigration
Minister David Coleman said yesterday, as Canberra
steps up its crackdown on foreign criminals. The new
laws, which came into force Thursday, build on exist-
ing legislation requiring visitor visas to be cancelled if
the holder has been sentenced to 12 months or more
in jail. “Australia has no tolerance for domestic vio-
lence perpetrators,” Coleman said in a statement,
adding that no minimum sentence threshold was
required. “If you’ve been convicted of a violent crime
against women or children, you are not welcome in
this country.” —AFP  

Flash floods leave 20 dead

KANDAHAR: At least 20 people were killed by flash
floods in southern Afghanistan’s Kandahar province,
the UN said yesterday, as heavy rains swept away
homes and vehicles and potentially damaged thou-
sands of houses. The United Nations Office for the
Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs said wide-
spread flooding indudated Kandahar city and sur-
rounding districts in the province, with 97mm of rain
falling in affected areas in the last 30 hours. “At least
10 people, including children, are still missing,” said
the UN agency in a statement. “It is anticipated that
up to 2,000 homes may have been damaged”, with
severe damage to infrastructure also being reported.
Kandahar’s deputy governor Abdul Hanan Moneeb
said the flooding was the worst in at least seven
years, with many nomadic herders camped in the
area swept away by the floodwaters along with their
livestock. — AFP 

5 children killed in 
attack in Hodeida
DUBAI: Five Yemeni children were killed in an
attack on their home in flashpoint Hodeida province,
the UN and medics said, months into a ceasefire
agreed by the government and rebels. The UN chil-
dren’s agency (UNICEF) said that the five children
were “playing at home” when they were killed on
Thursday. It did not give details on the nature of the
attack or the perpetrators. 

“Each day, eight children are killed or injured across
31 active conflict zones in the country,” UNICEF exec-
utive director Henrietta Fore said in a statement
Saturday. Medics in the Tuhayta district, in southern
Hodeida, yesterday confirmed to AFP that they had
transferred dead and wounded children to a hospital in
the government-held Khokha district nearby.

The Red Sea province of Hodeida has witnessed

some of the Yemen war’s most intense fighting, which
has eased since the government and Houthi rebels
agreed to a ceasefire in the area in December. The
Iran-backed Houthis have battled the government and
its allies in a coalition led by Saudi Arabia and the
United Arab Emirates for control of the impoverished
country for four years. Hodeida, held by the rebels
since 2014, has witnessed intermittent clashes between
the Houthis and pro-government forces since the
ceasefire went into effect on December 18.

Around 10,000 people-mostly civilians-have been
killed and more than 60,000 wounded since Saudi
Arabia and its allies joined the conflict in 2015, accord-
ing to the World Health Organization. Rights groups
say the real figure could be five times as high. The con-
flict has triggered what the UN calls the world’s worst
humanitarian crisis, with more than 10 million people at
risk of starvation. Over 24 million Yemenis-more than
three quarters of the country’s population-are now
dependent on some form of aid for survival, according
to the UN. — AFP 

HODEIDAH: Sudanese troops with a military coalition in Yemen backed by Saudi Arabia and the United Arab
Emirates detect mines at a facility of the Red sea mills company in the Yemeni port city of Hodeida. — AFP 

Extradition of
Cameroon 
separatists ‘illegal
and unconstitutional’ 
LAGOS: A Nigerian court has condemned as
“illegal and unconstitutional” the arrest and
deportation of Cameroonian separatists who had
applied for asylum in Nigeria, the lawyers repre-
senting them said Sunday.  In January 2018,
Nigeria arrested and deported 47 anglophone
separatists who had fled Cameroon following a
crackdown by the authorities.

The move was denounced by UNHCR, the UN
refugee agency, which said most of them had filed
asylum claims and accused Nigeria of breaching
international agreements. “Justice Chikere
declared the arrest and detention of the 12 appli-
cants illegal,” said a statement from Nigerian law
firm Falana & Falana, referring to a ruling issued
this week in the capital Abuja. 

“Consequently, Justice Chikere declared the
deportation of the applicants illegal and unconstitu-
tional, awarded N200,000 ($550,  320 euros) to
each of them and ordered the federal government
to ensure that they are brought back to Nigeria
forthwith.”  Among the 12 claimants was separatist
leader Julius Sisiku Ayuk Tabe, president of the
self-declared “Republic of Ambazonia”, who was
arrested along with his supporters on January 9 by
Nigerian intelligence agents. 

The group was sent back to Cameroon on
January 26, and Ayuk Tabe was put on trial for “ter-
rorism” in December at a military court in Yaounde,
Cameroon’s capital. At the hearing, defense lawyer
Femi Fakana argued that the arrest and detention of
refugees and asylum seekers constituted a breach
of Nigeria’s constitution and the African Charter on
Human and Peoples’ Rights. —AFP 


