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Middle East occupies special place
in Russian foreign policy: Lavrov

Russian Foreign Minister praises Kuwaiti-Russian ‘genuine friendship’
MOSCOW: The Russian Federation
described relations with Kuwait as
a “genuine friendship” based on
equality, mutual respect and con-
structive cooperation. In an inter-
view, Russian Foreign Minister
Sergey Lavrov said that Kuwait and
Russia celebrated the 55th anniver-
sary of establishing bilateral diplo-
matic ties last year. “We will not
stop at this point, we will work
together to move forward to give
further dynamism to our relations
and move to a new level,” Lavrov
said. He praised the results of the
visit of His Highness the Amir
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah to Russia and his talks
with Russian President Vladimir
Putin in November 2015, saying
that the visit showed a huge poten-
tial of bilateral cooperation between
the two countries. He stressed the
importance of exerting more efforts
to cement cooperation, expand the
volume of trade exchange, enhance
investment cooperation and imple-
ment promising joint projects in
many fields.

Special space
The Russian Minister noted that

he will begin a working trip to
Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Kuwait and the
United Arab Emirates, during the
period from March 3 to 7. He con-
firmed that the Middle East region

occupies a special space in Russian
foreign policy, noting that Russia
has deep-rooted relations and fruit-
ful cooperation with the countries
of this region. Lavrov stressed his
country’s commitment to work on
building a democratic and multi-
polar world, in which people can
determine their own economic and
social development patterns while
preserving their cultural and civi-
lizational identity. “Russia is build-
ing relations with the Gulf states on
the basis of mutual respect,” he
said, adding that strengthening ties
would meet long-term interests and
promote peace and stability
throughout the Middle East.

The Russian Foreign Minister
explained that during his Gulf tour,
the talks will focus on discussing
the prospects of developing bilater-
al cooperation relations, in light of
the agreements reached at the
highest levels. Moreover, Lavrov
said that Russia attaches great
importance to strengthening coor-
dination with GCC countries in the
field of foreign policy, adding that
the talks, to be held during his tour,
will also tackle the situation in Syria
and the issue of the Palestinian-
Israeli settlement. He added that
these committees will hold meetings
during this year, noting that the
sixth session of the Russian-Kuwaiti
joint committee for economic, com-

mercial, scientific and technological
cooperation will be held in Kuwait
during the talks to be held with the
Kuwaiti leadership. He stressed the
importance of the role played by
different business events, pointing
out to the fourth International
‘Arabia Expo 2019’, and the holding
of the 12th session of the Russian-
Arab Business Council in Moscow
from April 8 to
10. Lavrov
described these
events as “a
unique oppor-
tunity to dis-
cuss ways to
develop practi-
cal cooperation
between Russia
and the countries of the region in
the commercial and economic
fields.” Lavrov also underlined the
importance of facilitating transport
links and simplifying visa proce-
dures between Russia and GCC
countries, saying that this would
help to promote trade exchange
and develop cultural, humanitarian
and tourism links.

‘Stabilized’ situation
In response to a question on

Syria, the Russian Foreign Minister
said that the situation in Syria has
stabilized after the successful oper-
ations carried out by the Syrian

government forces with the support
of the Russian Air Force. He added
that the so-called Islamic State (IS)
had been eliminated, noting that it is
still early to talk about the final elim-
ination of the terrorist threat in
Syria. He said that much more work
to be done to eliminate the dormant
cells of the radical groups, especial-
ly in Idlib, where a large part of

which is still
under the con-
trol of militants
from the Sham
L i b e r a t i o n
Army, which is
carrying out
p r ovo c a t ive
o p e r a t i o n s
against the

Syrian and Russian civilian and mili-
tary bodies. He stressed the need to
continue the effective response to
terrorism, urging Turkey to imple-
ment the Memorandum on
Stabilization of the Situation in Idlib
signed by Turkey and Russia on 17
September 2018. He explained that
the Russian-Turkish memorandum,
which includes the need to establish
a buffer zone in Idlib and the elimi-
nation of all radical groups, has not
yet been fully implemented.

Lavrov noted that the ‘Astana
track’ of Syria proved effective,
recalling that the decisions made in
the framework of Astana, which led

to the establishment of reduced-
tension areas and create conditions
under which refugees can voluntar-
ily return home. “We are working
actively with our Iranian and
Turkish partners to implement the
resolutions of the Syrian national
dialogue conference,” Lavrov said,
adding that issues of ensuring the
stability of the situation in Syria,
pushing forward the process of
political settlement and launching
the work of the constitutional com-
mittee were discussed during the
summit of the guarantor states
(Russia, Iran, Turkey) held in
Russia’s Sochi on February 14.

Essential element
Speaking about the Israeli-

Palestinian settlement, Lavrov
stressed that the solution of the
Palestinian issue is an essential ele-
ment in ensuring stability in the
Middle East and North Africa. He
stressed his country’s efforts, with-
in the framework of the UN
Security Council, to create condi-
tions for continued contacts
between Palestinians and Israelis.
Lavrov recalled that in the fall of
2016, President Vladimir Putin had
proposed holding a high-level
Palestinian-Israeli  meeting in
Moscow without preconditions. He
reiterated Russia’s readiness to
welcome the leaders of Palestine

and Israel, stressing that direct
negotiations would help find a way
out of the current impasse.

The Russian official highlighted
the unilateral US moves and their
negative effects on the Middle
East peace process, recalling that
US President Donald Trump had
promised to do his  utmost to
achieve an Israeli-Palestinian set-
t lement. Lavrov stressed the
importance of the efforts made by
the international community to
ease the tension in the region,
resume the Palestinian-Israeli set-
tlement process based on interna-
t ional  legit imacy, and launch
direct negotiations between the
two parties, noting that Russia
regards the Middle East Quartet
as a useful framework for achiev-
ing this goal. — KUNA
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KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Ministry of Oil announced
yesterday that it will host a delegation from the
Russian Federation today, setting the stage for
the Kuwaiti-Russian Joint Committee meeting
for Trade, Economic, Scientif ic and
Technological Cooperation. The Ministry men-
tioned in a press statement that the three-days-
meeting will be chaired by the Kuwaiti Minister
of Oil and Minister of Electricity and Water Dr
Khaled Al-Fadel, while the Russian side will be
headed by the Russian Minister for North
Caucasus Federal Affairs Sergey Chebotarev.
The meeting will discuss a number of topics
related to joint cooperation between the two
countries, it added. The Kuwaiti-Russian Joint
Committee was established in 1995 and held five
sessions alternately. — KUNA

By Meshaal Al-Enezi and A Saleh

KUWAIT: Minister of State for
Economic Affairs Mariam Al-Aqeel said
work on finalizing the procedures need-
ed to electronically link labor recruit-
ment between Kuwait and Egypt is in
progress. Aqeel stressed that e-connec-
tion with Egypt or any other country
exporting workers to Kuwait does not
necessarily mean opening the door to
hire more laborers from that country.
“The basic goal of the process is to put
an end to fake contracts and visa traf-
ficking, which result in the leakage of
marginal labor into the local labor mar-
ket,” Aqeel noted that e-connection
would regulate the recruitment of for-
eign labor under the supervision of
Kuwait and concerned countries. Aqeel
added that e-connection with Egypt
came after studying Egypt’s e-connec-
tion with Saudi Arabia and Jordan, and
stressed that the manpower authority is

currently working on finalizing the need-
ed procedures. 

Runaway juvenile 
Two juveniles escaped from the juve-

nile social care hostel on Feb 22, Ministry
of Social Affairs’ official spokesperson
and assistant undersecretary for co-op
affairs Abdul Aziz Shuaib confirmed, not-
ing that the ministry had immediately
reported the matter to police. Shuaib
added that on discovering the escape, a
search was conducted for the two run-
away juveniles - one was found and
returned, while the other is still at large.
Accordingly, a case was filed with the
police. Shuaib explained that the run-
away juvenile had been detained at the
hostel pending further litigation and a
final court order. He noted that the min-
istry had referred the entire matter to its
legal affairs department for investiga-
tions to hold those responsible legally
accountable. “In addition, we contacted
the juvenile’s family to urge him to give
himself up,” he concluded. 

Health services
Health Minister Sheikh Dr Basel Al-

Sabah issued a number of ministerial
decisions adjusting the prices of some
health ministry services and pricing new
ones that used to be free. The new pric-

ing list included licensing private medical
facilities, licenses for medical practition-
ers and assistant jobs, licenses for phar-
macies, medicine companies, medicine
warehouses, fees collected for examining
medicines, pharmaceuticals and food
supplements at health ministry labs,
services provided by the medical coun-
cil, the licenses of transporting and dis-
posing medical waste and the licenses of
handling ionized and non-ionized radia-
tions and transport of any radioactive
materials. 

Teaching French
French language supervisors strong-

ly denied that Education Minister
Hamed Al-Azmi plans to cancel teach-
ing French in schools, explaining that a
proposal had been made to stop teach-
ing French at Kuwait University and
Public Authority for Applied Education
and Training colleges. Meanwhile, Azmi
announced that Abdul Razzaq Al-
Baseer School in Rumaithiya has been
opened to receive students from the
closed Mulla Al-Kandari School. He
added that Palestine Secondary School
will be reopened after connecting elec-
tricity to it. 

Food security
Chairman of Kuwait Union of

Consumer Cooperative Societies Khaled
Al-Hudaiban said providing enough
farms, increasing productivity and
encouraging industries are basic ele-
ments in securing Kuwait’s food supplies.
Hudaiban refuted the justifications used
by poultry companies for the lack of egg
supplies in the local market and stressed
that the main reason is that these com-
panies prefer exporting eggs. In another
concern, Hudaiban said the finance min-
istry’s decision to cut 30 percent of co-
ops’ revenues is unfair, adding that the
society has special tools to control
prices in various co-ops. He added the
society is keen on Kuwaitizing leading
positions in co-ops. 

Electronic link
eyed to fight
visa trafficking
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By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Firemen from the Mishref and Qurain fire
stations responded to a call about a blaze in a Sabah
Al-Salem house yesterday. The fire was on the first
floor of a house. The flames were put out and no
injuries were reported.

Car auction
The Interior Ministry’s Traffic Department

announced the sale of several impounded cars at the
Kuwait Public Transport Company (KPTC) garage in
Mina Abdullah. The license plate numbers and owners’
names were published in papers on Thursday, Jan 10,
2019 to refer to the sales committee. The sales will be
through a public auction on Wednesday, March 6, 2019.
Interested buyers can inspect the cars at the garage
one day before the auction. 

Kidnap
Criminal detectives arrested a citizen in industrial

Jahra for kidnapping a Kuwaiti woman following a per-
sonal dispute. The victim was injured after being beat-
en, Al-Rai reported yesterday. The incident began on
Jahra Road near Saad Al-Abdullah Security Sciences
Academy, when the suspect abducted the woman after
beating her. He then sped off despite attempts by
passersby to help her, so they called police and gave
them his car’s license plate number. Police found the car
at a gas station on Fourth Ring Road with its windows
broken. The suspect was later arrested and the victim
released. Investigations are ongoing.

Reckless driver subdued
A policeman subdued a reckless driver who was

bragging on social media with his acts, so a patrol was
sent and found him. The driver resisted and attempted
to escape. This prompted a policeman to pull out his
pistol and threaten to shoot him, while another police-
man brought him under control, Al-Rai reported. His
car was impounded.

Drunk driver caught
A drunken citizen beat and insulted a policeman

before being controlled and taken along with her friend
- who was also drunk - to Salmiya police station. A

police patrol noticed a car being driven erratically in
Salmiya, so it was pulled over and two women were
found drunk inside, reported Al-Rai. One of the women
refused to come out of the car and started beating and
swearing at the policeman.

Firemen tackle
Sabah Al-Salem
house blaze

KUWAIT: Damage left by a fire reported in a Sabah Al-
Salem house yesterday.

KUWAIT: Kuwait’s Deputy Prime Minister and Interior
Minister Sheikh Khaled Al-Jarrah Al-Sabah met yester-
day with European Union (EU) Counter-terrorism
Coordinator Gilles de Kerchove. Friendly talks, issues of
mutual concerns, especially on the security level and
ways to enhance them, were discussed during the
encounter, the Ministry of Interior said in a press
release. Meanwhile, de Kerchove expressed his grati-
tude to the Kuwaiti minister for his hospitality and
stressed the importance of their discussion to enhance
the relationship between Kuwait and the EU. —KUNA

Interior Minister
meets EU official

KUWAIT: Deputy Prime Minister and Interior Minister Sheikh Khaled Al-Jarrah Al-Sabah meets with
European Union Counter-terrorism Coordinator Gilles de Kerchove. — KUNA

News in brief

Single counter permits

KUWAIT: The Ministry of Commerce said yesterday
that 1,285 commercial licenses for companies were
issued via Kuwait single business counter in February.
The permits included 1,232 for individuals’ companies,
20 for very small businesses (VSBs) and 33 others for
mobile vendors, the ministry said in a press statement.
The ministry had also received 4,471 applications for
establishing companies, 2,633 of which had been
approved. Up to 1,074 companies were founded, 1,561
in the process. Moreover, there had been 1,771 per-
mits’ applications for individuals’ companies, 1,232 of
which had been issued and 645 in the process. The
single counter had also received 115 applications to
launch VSBs, 37 had been approved. Formation of nine
companies had been accomplished, 28 underway, in
addition to 36 ones for granting licenses to very small
companies, 20 of which had been released, 16 in the
process. Furthermore, there had been 120 applications
for granting permits for mobile vehicles, 33 had been
licensed and 87 still being processed. — KUNA

Flashpoint returnees’ database

TUNIS: Arab ministers of interior yesterday called for
promoting security cooperative efforts and updating
databases of extremist groups’ fighters. The calls were
made by the ministers during the 36th session of the
Council of Arab Interior Ministers held in the Tunisian
capital. Tunisian Minister of Interior Hisham Al-Fratti
addressed the gathering by calling for more concerted
security cooperation among Arab countries, especially
those which are facing such serious challenges as ter-
rorism, organized crime, cybercrime, immigration and
human trafficking. Saudi Minister of Interior Abdulaziz
Al Saud whose country has taken over the council’s
rotating presidency termed terrorism and extremism as
a direct threat to the entire world. Therefore, he
emphasized, Arab countries need to step up efforts and
coordination for resolutely fighting such threats. The
Council’s Secretary-General Mohammad bin Koman
regarded the return of terrorist fighters from flash-
points as the most serious security threat to the Arab
world. In this context, he called for updating the data-
base of those terrorists in order to curtail this phenom-
enon through precautionary measures. — KUNA


