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Lawmaker urges minister to fine firms over roads

News in brief

Assembly to discuss imposing 
health fees on foreign visitors

By B Izzak

KUWAIT: The National Assembly holds a regular ses-
sion tomorrow after a long pause because of the nation-
al holidays and is expected to discuss a draft law to
impose health charges on foreigners who visit the coun-
try, in addition to other issues. The Assembly will also
debate a draft law on health insurance, besides amend-
ments to the anti-corruption law and others. 

The draft law obliges foreigners who arrive in Kuwait
on short visits or those who obtain temporary residence
permits to obtain health insurance covering their dura-
tion of stay in the country. The bill, which was presented
and approved by the health committee over two years
ago, also stipulates that the interior ministry will not
issue a visit visa or a temporary residence until appli-
cants present such health insurance.

The committee report states that the bill aims at
plugging a loophole in the health insurance law of 1999
that requires only expatriates with permanent residence
in Kuwait to obtain health insurance. The health ministry
sharply increased charges on medical services provided
to expatriates in late 2017 and MPs recently warned
Health Minister Sheikh Dr Basel Al-Sabah against
reconsidering the charges, which many consider too
steep. Sheikh Basel had said he plans to restudy the
charges imposed in Oct 2017, hinting at a possible
reduction of some charges. But several MPs warned

they will question him if he does so. Nothing has hap-
pened since then.

MP Saleh Ashour yesterday urged Minister of Public
Works Jenan Bushehri to use financial guarantees sub-
mitted by contractors who were involved in road proj-
ects in the country. The ministry had said that roads
which were severely affected by heavy rains throughout
this exceptionally rainy season will be repaired once
sufficient budgets are prepared for them. But the law-
maker criticized the minister over the statement, saying
that she should instead use financial guarantees of those
companies because of their bad work. Ashour also said
the minister should use the fines imposed by the ministry
on those contractors.

The Assembly’s financial and economic affairs com-
mittee yesterday criticized a draft law for commercial
insurance submitted by the government. Head of the
committee MP Salah Khorshid said the committee dis-
cussed the bill with representatives of the ministry of
commerce and objected to a proposal to set up an inde-
pendent authority for insurance. The lawmaker said that
it was the government that wanted the Assembly to
reduce the number of public authorities and agencies,
and now it is the commerce ministry which is proposing
a special authority for insurance. But Khorshid said the
commerce ministry agreed to scrap this provision and
said it will find an alternative for the proposed inde-
pendent authority.

AMMAN: Jordanian King Abdullah II receives Kuwait’s Speaker of the National Assembly Marzouq Al-
Ghanem yesterday. Ghanem conveyed greetings from HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah to the king, who returned the sentiment. The king commended the strong and historic relations
linking Kuwait and Jordan. Ghanem also lauded Jordan for its ties with Kuwait and stance on issues of
Arab and Islamic importance, namely the Palestinian cause and the status of Jerusalem. — KUNA 

Jordan king meets Kuwaiti speaker

Amir granted Prince Naif Award

KUWAIT: In appreciation of HH the Amir of Kuwait
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah’s efforts
to boost Arab security, serve just Arab causes,
spread the spirit of fraternity and consolidation
amongst Arab states and the wisdom he has shown
in various positions he assumed, the Arab Interior
Ministers’ Council granted the Prince Naif Award
for Arab Security in the outstanding category to the
Amir on the conclusion of its 36th meeting. — MoI 

Teen stabbed to death 

KUWAIT: Investigations are in progress with an
Egyptian juvenile who stabbed a fellow Egyptian juve-
nile to death. Security sources said the suspect claimed
the victim had insulted and slandered him during an
earlier fight, which made him lure the victim to another
meeting to sort the problem out, then stabbed him to
death. The sources added the suspect suffered a nerv-
ous breakdown during interrogation. The knife used in
the crime was confiscated. — A Saleh

Residency data on civil IDs

KUWAIT: The Egyptian consulate in Kuwait said
Kuwaiti authorities have issued a new resolution
pertaining foreigners’ residency law and its amend-
ments, including new regulations cancelling residen-
cy visa stickers on expats’ passports. Addressing
Egyptians in Kuwait, the consulate explained that all
Kuwaiti exits will allow expats into Kuwait using
their civil IDs from March 10, provided they hold
valid passports and civil IDs, as all residency data
will be recorded on civil IDs. — A Saleh

Sheikh Ahmad re-elected OCA chief 

BANGKOK: Kuwait’s Sheikh Ahmad Al-Fahd Al-
Sabah was re-elected president of the powerful
Olympic Council of Asia yesterday. Sheikh Ahmad,
considered a major powerbroker in world sport, won
a new five-year term until 2024, the OCA said,
extending a reign that started in 1991 over the body
that controls the Asian Games and other regional
events. “I will do all I can to continue working for
this organization,” he said at the OCA general
assembly in Bangkok. — AFP

Saudi cabinet approves tourism visa 

DUBAI: Saudi Arabia’s cabinet has approved elec-
tronic visas for foreign visitors to attend sporting
events and concerts, local media reported, as the
world’s top oil exporter tries to diversify its economy
and open up its society. “Embassies and consulates will
be able to issue the visas within 24 hours of receiving a
request,” the daily Arab News reported on Saturday,
citing a cabinet decision last week. —  Reuters 

MARSEILLE, France: Protesters hold Algerian flags during a sit-in yesterday against
Algerian President Abdelaziz Bouteflika’s bid for a fifth term in office. — AFP 

This video grab taken yesterday shows a SpaceX Falcon 9 rocket docked with the
International Space Station (ISS) during the Demo-1 mission. — AFP  

NATIONAL HARBOR, Maryland: US President Donald Trump hugs the US flag as he arrives
to speak at the annual Conservative Political Action Conference on Saturday. — AFP 

ALGIERS: Algerian President Abdelaziz
Bouteflika has submitted official papers
confirming he will seek re-election,
Ennahar TV said yesterday, despite mass
protests against the move. There was no
official confirmation, but state news
agency APS published his asset declara-
tion, which is a formal requirement to run
in the election. Tens of thousands of pro-
testers had been rallying throughout the
day in cities around Algeria to call for
Bouteflika to step down. Numbers were

approaching the levels of Friday when
demonstrators filled the center of the
capital Algiers in one of the biggest out-
pourings of dissent - rare in Algeria -
since the 2011 Arab Spring uprisings.

Bouteflika, 82, in shaky health for
years, submitted his official election
papers at the Constitutional Council in
Algiers yesterday, the private TV chan-
nel said. He did not have to do so in
person, state news agency APS had said
earlier. Bouteflika, rarely seen in public
since he suffered a stroke in 2013, was
still in Switzerland for unspecified med-
ical checks at the weekend, Swiss media
reported. A Reuters witness said trucks
from Bouteflika’s campaign arrived at
the Constitutional Council yesterday
afternoon.
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WASHINGTON: SpaceX’s new Dragon
capsule successfully docked on the
International Space Station yesterday,
NASA and SpaceX confirmed during a
live broadcast of the mission. “We can
confirm hard capture is complete,”
NASA said. The announcement was met
with applause at the Johnson Space
Center in Houston, Texas. The docking
began at 1051 GMT, more than 400 km
above the Earth’s surface, north of New
Zealand - and 27 hours after the cap-

sule’s launch on a SpaceX Falcon 9 rock-
et from the Kennedy Space Center at
Cape Canaveral in Florida.

Although the contact appeared slow,
the ISS and the capsule were moving at
a speed of over 27,000 kilometers per
hour in orbit around the Earth. On board
the ISS, the crew - American Anne
McClain, Russian Oleg Kononenko, and
Canadian David Saint-Jacques - were
scheduled to open the airlock. The mis-
sion is a test launch with only a dummy
on board the capsule ahead of a manned
flight scheduled for later this year.

The Dragon capsule will remain on
the ISS until Friday before detaching to
splash down in the Atlantic. It will be
slowed by four parachutes, in what is the
one of the mission’s riskiest stages. 
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NATIONAL HARBOR, Maryland: US
President Donald Trump rallied
rightwing activists Saturday with a
speech offering conservative red meat
on immigration, trade and the threat of
“socialism” as he sought to move on
from a bruising week in domestic and
international politics. “We believe in the
American dream, not in the socialist
nightmare,” he said to boisterous
applause from hundreds of supporters at
the annual Conservative Political Action
Conference (CPAC) near Washington. 

“America will never be a socialist

country,” Trump added in a mammoth
two-hour speech that seemed to draw
energy from the fervent reception
offered by some of his influential sup-
porters in the room. It was his first public
appearance since coming home empty-
handed, and to criticism from all sides,
after a nuclear-disarmament summit with
North Korea’s leader Kim Jong Un. He
told CPAC the meeting was “very pro-
ductive” - but that he would not “make a
deal just for the sake of doing it”.

The White House is also smarting
from explosive testimony on Capitol Hill
by Trump’s former lawyer and fixer on
Wednesday that branded him a cheat
and a racist. Trump, often speaking in
mocking tones, portrayed the Green
New Deal climate strategy touted by the
left of the Democratic party as a socialist
plan that will devastate the fossil fuel and
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