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Man United rally to beat Southampton
Mahrez strikes as City beat Bournemouth to go top

BOURNEMOUTH: Bournemouth’s Welsh defender Chris Mepham (L) and Bournemouth’s English defender Adam Smith (R) vie with Manchester City’s Brazilian striker Gabriel Jesus during the English Premier League football match between Bournemouth
and Manchester City at the Vitality Stadium in Bournemouth, southern England yesterday. — AFP

MANCHESTER: Manchester United striker Romelu
Lukaku continued his rich vein of form by scoring two
goals, including a late winner, to give his side a come-
back 3-2 home win over Southampton in the Premier
League yesterday.

It took the Belgian’s tally to four goals in two games
after he netted a brace in Wednesday’s 3-1 win at
Crystal Palace, with playmaker Andreas Pereira grab-
bing the other for the hosts in a rip-roaring clash at Old
Trafford.

Southampton took the lead against the run of play in
the 26th minute when 20-year-old French wing-back
Yan Valerie unleashed a thunderbolt from 25 metres
which beat United’s stunned keeper David De Gea at
the near post.

Having missed a host of first-half chances, the home
side equalised in the 53rd minute as the lively Pereira
teed himself up for a long-range shot and curled it bril-
liantly past Saints keeper Angus Gunn.

Six minutes later, Pereira released Lukaku with fine
footwork and the striker side-stepped a defender
before he drilled a low shot with his weaker right foot
into the bottom left corner of the net. James Ward-
Prowse appeared to have snatched a point for the
Saints with a stunning free kick from 25 metres before
Lukaku powered in another right-foot shot in the 89th
minute and Paul Pogba missed a stoppage-time penalty
for United who climbed to fourth in the table, one point
ahead of Arsenal. 

Meanwhile, substitute Riyad Mahrez scored the only
goal as Manchester City beat Bournemouth 1-0 at the
Vitality Stadium yesterday to return to the top of the
Premier League. The home side showed champions
City plenty of respect in the opening 45 minutes,
defending deep and forcing their opponents to probe
patiently for openings, and they conceded little in the
way of goal-scoring chances.

City manager Pep Guardiola was forced to replace
the injured Kevin De Bruyne with Mahrez at halftime,

and he was quickly followed by defender John Stones,
who was substituted early in the second half with a
thigh problem. 

The visitors continued to probe and their patience
finally paid off when David Silva teed up Mahrez, who
lashed home a shot with his right foot to break the
deadlock 10 minutes into the second half. Bournemouth
were unable to raise their game and goalkeeper Artur
Boruc pulled of a number of fine saves. He was quick off
his line to thwart a breakaway attempt by Raheem
Sterling and Aguero clipped the underside of the cross-
bar before Boruc beat away a close-range header from

Mahrez. The win put City top on 71 points, two ahead
of Liverpool who face Everton in the Merseyside derby
on Sunday. Bournemouth, who have lost four of their
last five, remained 12th on 34 points. Crystal Palace
moved further away from the Premier League relega-
tion zone with a 3-1 win at fellow strugglers Burnley
yesterday thanks to second half goals from Michy
Batshuayi and Wilfried Zaha.

Palace took the lead in the 15th minute when Jeffrey
Schlupp’s pull-back struck Burnley defender Phil
Bardsley and ricocheted into his own goal. Burnley
dominated the rest of the opening half with Chris

Wood forcing a fine reflex save out of Wayne
Hennessey with a fierce shot and the Clarets peppering
the Palace box with crosses from deep. But three min-
utes after the re-start, Palace struck again when full-
back Aaron Wan-Bissaka’s pass was blasted home,
first-time, by Batshuayi. The game was wrapped up in
outstanding fashion by Zaha who tormented the
Burnley defence, twisting inside and out, before firing a
low shot past Tom Heaton. An Ashley Barnes header
gave Burnley a late consolation and although subtitute
Peter Crouch went close to a second, Palace’s lead was
never in real danger. —Reuters

DUBAI: Roger Federer wrote another
“special” page of history as he defeat-
ed Stefanos Tsitsipas 6-4, 6-4 yester-
day at the Dubai Championships to win
the 100th title of his career. The 20-
time Grand Slam winner claimed a
record eighth trophy at the Aviation
Club. The Swiss second seed was
untouchable throughout much of the
69-minute final as he gained revenge
for his fourth-round Australian Open
defeat by the 11th-ranked Greek
youngster. “It’s so special to win my
eighth here combined with 100,”
Federer said. “I had tough opponents
all the way through-right up to
Stefanos today. “He’s already having a
great career, the game is in good

hands.” Federer joins Jimmy Connors
(109) as the only other man to have
won 100 titles. His 99th trophy came
last October at his home event in Basel.

He missed out on his century at the
Paris Masters, the ATP Finals and the
Australian Open. Federer had to work
hard this week, winning in three sets
over Philipp Kohlschreiber and
Fernando Verdasco.

Tsitsipas saw the end of an eight-
match winning streak as he arrived in
the Gulf with the Marseille title from
last weekend. Federer broke in the
opening game of the final, but had to
battle to claim the opening set.
Tsitsipas saved three set points in the
final game before Federer-who faced
two break points-finished off the set as
Tsitsipas returned wide.

In the second, a break in the penul-
timate game for 5-4 and a service hold
a game later were enough as Tsitsipas
put a forehand into the net. — AFP

Federer wins
100th title 

DUBAI: Switzerland’s Roger Federer celebrates with the trophy after winning the final match at the ATP
Dubai Tennis Championship in the Gulf emirate of Dubai yesterday. Federer won his 100th career title
when he defeated Greece’s Stefanos Tsitsipas 6-4, 6-4 in the final of the Dubai Championship. — AFP


