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MANCHESTER: Handballs from attackers in goal-
scoring situations will no longer have to be delib-
erate following a decision of world football’s rule-
making body, the International Football
Association Board (IFAB) said yesterday.

IFAB’s annual general meeting in Aberdeen
ruled that intent would no longer be a factor in sit-
uations involving goals or goal-scoring opportuni-
ties from next season. The law change should stop
situations where a goal is scored off a player’s arm
or hand. “A goal scored directly from the hand/arm
(even if accidental) and a player scoring or creat-
ing a goal-scoring opportunity after having gained
possession/control of the ball from their hand/arm
(even if accidental) will no longer be allowed,”
IFAB said in a statement.

IFAB said the decision would “provide a more
precise and detailed definition for what constitutes
handball, in particular with regard to the occasions
when a non-deliberate/accidental handball will be
penalised.” The body - made up of the four British
home nations and representatives from FIFA also
approved law changes to stop players from inter-
fering with defensive walls at free kicks.

Under the new rule players from the attacking
team will have to be at least one metre away from
the wall when a free kick is being taken. The aim is
to cut out the jostling and pushing in walls which
frequently causes delays and incidents needing the
referee’s attention.

The body also approved changes that will force
players being substituted to leave the field of play
at the nearest touchline rather than walk across to
the team’s bench or the tunnel, in a bid to reduce
time-wasting tactics. A change to the goal-kick
rule will also mean the ball does not have to leave
the penalty area at goal kicks. In situations where
the ball hits the referee a “drop ball” will be
awarded and there is also a change in the laws
governing goalkeeper movements at spot-kicks
with the keeper only being required to have one
foot on the line at a penalty. — Reuters

Handball definition 
changed for goal
scoring situations

SCOREBOARD

Bangladesh first innings 234 (Tamim Iqbal 126; Wagner 5-47,
Southee 3-76)
New Zealand (overnight) 451-4
J. Raval c Khaled b Mahmudullah 132
T. Latham c Mithun b Soumya 161
K. Williamson not out 200
R. Taylor b Soumya 4
H. Nicholls b Mehidy Hasan 53
N. Wagner c Das b Ebadat 47
B. Watling c Das b Mehidy Hasan 31
C. de Grandhomme not out 76 
Extras: (Lb 7, Wd 2, Nb 2) 11
Total (for six wickets; 163 overs) 715
Fall of wickets: 1-254 (Raval), 2-333 (Latham), 3-349 (Taylor),
4-449 (Nicholls), 5-509 (Wagner), 6-605 (Watling)
Did not bat: Todd Astle, Tim Southee, Trent Boult
Bowling: Abu Jayed 30-5-103-0, Ebadat Hossain 27-4-107-1
(1w, 1nb), Khaled Ahmed 30-6-149-0 (1nb), Soumya Sarkar 21-
1-68-2 (1w), Mehidy Hasan 49-2-246-2, Mahmudullah 1-0-3-1,
Mominul Haque 5-0-32-0.

Bangladesh second innings
Tamim Iqbal c Watling b Southee 74
Shadman Islam c Boult b Wagner 37
Mominul Haque c Taylor b Boult 8
M. Mithun c Williamson b Boult 0
Soumya Sarkar not out 39
Mahmudullah not out 15
Extras: (wd 1) 1
Total: (four wickets; 43 overs) 174
Fall of wickets: 1-88 (Islam), 2-100 (Mominul), 3-110 (Shadman),
4-126 (Tamim)
Bowling: Boult 11-1-53-2, Southee 13-2-54-1, de Grandhomme
5-1-15-0, Wagner 12-2-48-1 (1w), Astle 2-1-4-0.

Scoreboard at stumps on day three of the first Test between
New Zealand and Bangladesh in Hamilton yesterday.

Kane at the double in NZ’s 
record 715-6 against Bangladesh

Wagner and de Grandhomme pound Bangladesh bowlers
HAMILTON: New Zealand’s first innings record 715 for
six, including a double century from skipper Kane
Williamson, put them in total control of the first Test
against Bangladesh after three days yesterday. The
hosts breached the 700 barrier for the first time on
their way to building a 481 run lead and were six wick-
ets away from the win by stumps.

Bangladesh were 174 for four in the second innings,
still 307 behind and with their last two recognised
batsmen at the crease. “Obviously that was historic,”
batting coach Craig McMillan said after play finished
for the day.

“The contributions throughout the innings make it a
very special one,” he added, describing Williamson’s
unbeaten 200 as “sublime”. Williamson declared the
innings when he reached the 200 milestone for the sec-
ond time in his career.

On an explosive day of batting, with a total of 438
runs scored, Tamim Iqbal gave Bangladesh a flying start
to their reply as they raced to 88 without loss. But once
Neil Wagner’s relentless barrage of bouncers captured
the wicket of Shadman Iqbal for 37, the visitors soon
stood at 126 for four.

Mominul Haque and Mohammad Mithun barely reg-
istered and Tamim was caught behind for 76. The open-
er ducked under a Tim Southee bouncer but left his bat
held high with the ball ricocheting off the periscope
and into the gloves of BJ Watling.

Soumya Sarkar on 39 with Mahmudullah on 15 held
the innings together for 13 overs through to stumps.
New Zealand skipper Williamson resumed the day on
93 and calmly worked his way to his 20th century-the
most ever by a New Zealander-and passed 6,000 Test
runs faster and with a better average than any of his
countrymen.

At the other end, Neil Wagner and Colin de
Grandhomme pounded the bowling as New Zealand
piled on 264 runs from 45 overs and went 25 runs past
their previous record of 690 against Pakistan in 2014.

Mehidy Hasan bagged two wickets but bore the
brunt of the assault, finishing with his side’s most
expensive Test figures ever of two for 246 from 49
overs.  Pre-lunch, Williamson was content to take a
backseat as nightwatchman Wagner blazed away for 47
runs — 42 from boundaries-in their 60-run stand.

It was Ebadat Hossain, on debut, who made the
breakthrough with his first Test wicket to deny Wagner
his maiden fifty when he shaved the edge of the bat,
with wicketkeeper Liton Das completing the dismissal. 

Big-hitting Colin de Grandhomme took New Zealand
past their previous record score of 690 with a huge six,
one of five in his whirlwind innings of 76 not out. The
foundations for New Zealand’s domination were laid by
openers Tom Latham and Jeet Raval with their 254-run
partnership after Bangladesh were rolled in their first
innings for 234.

Williamson’s 100 was only the 13th time in cricket
history that the first three batsmen had reached three
figures. — AFP

HAMILTON: New Zealand’s Kane Williamson bats during day three of the first cricket Test match between New
Zealand and Bangladesh at Seddon Park in Hamilton yesterday. — AFP

HYDERABAD: Kedar Jadhav and Mahendra Singh
Dhoni hit gritty half-centuries to anchor India’s chase
and beat Australia by six wickets in the first one-day
international yesterday. Jadhav, top-scoring with 81,
and Dhoni, batting on 59, put on an unbeaten 141-run
stand as the hosts achieved their target of 237 in
Hyderabad to take a 1-0 lead in the five-match series.

The batting duo got together when India were in
trouble at 99 for four with paceman Nathan Coulter
Nile and leg-spinner Adam Zampa taking two wickets
each. India’s pace spearhead Mohammed Shami also
made it count with figures of 2-44 to restrict Australia
to 236 for seven after they elected to bat first.

Spinner Kuldeep Yadav and paceman Jasprit
Bumrah also took two wickets each. Rohit Sharma,
who made 37, and Kohli set up the chase during
their partnership of 76 after India lost Shikhar
Dhawan for nought.

Coulter-Nile and Zampa then combined to dent the
opposition chase with three strikes in the space of
eight overs. But Dhoni and Jadhav, who hit 9 fours
and 1 six in 87 balls, mixed the right dose of caution
and aggression to thwart the Aussie bowling on what
seemed like a sluggish pitch.

Jadhav completed his fifty in 67 deliveries but it
was Dhoni’s 71st ODI half-century that brought the
packed house on its feet to applaud another match-
winning knock from the veteran wicketkeeper-
batsman.

Earlier Australia suffered an early blow when skip-
per Aaron Finch was dismissed for nought in his
100th ODI. He was caught behind off Bumrah in the
second over. Usman Khawaja top-scored with 50
while the in-form Glenn Maxwell made 40 off 51
deliveries in an otherwise ordinary show by the
Australian batting.

Maxwell threatened to disrupt the hosts’ plans
but skipper Virat Kohli’s move to bring back pace
spearhead Shami in the 36th over paid off. Shami
bowled debutant Ashton Turner and Maxwell-who
had hit an unbeaten 113 to seal his team’s 2-0
Twenty20 series sweep over India Wednesday-in
quick succession to dent Australia’s chances of put-
ting up a big total. The second ODI is scheduled for
Nagpur on Tuesday. — AFP

Jadhav and Dhoni 
put India 1-0 up 
against Australia

HYDERABAD: Indian cricketer Kedar Jadhav plays a shot during the first one day international (ODI) cricket match
between India and Australia at the Rajiv Gandhi International Cricket Stadium in Hyderabad yesterday. — AFP

SCOREBOARD

Australia
U. Khawaja c Shankar b Yadav 50
A. Finch c Dhoni b Bumrah 0
M. Stoinis c Kohli b Jadhav 37
P. Handscomb st Dhoni b Yadav 19
G. Maxwell b Shami 40
A. Turner b Shami 21
A. Carey not out 36
N. Coulter-Nile c Kohli b Bumrah 28
P. Cummins not out 0
Extras (w5) 5
Total (7 wickets, 50 overs) 236
Fall of wickets: 1-0 (Finch), 2-87 (Stoinis), 3-97 (Khawaja), 4-
133 (Handscomb), 5-169 (Turner), 6-173 (Maxwell), 7-235
(Coulter-Nile)
Did not bat: A. Zampa, J. Behrendorff
Bowling: Shami 10-2-44-2 (w2), Bumrah 10-0-60-2 (w1),
Shankar 3-0-22-0 (w2), Yadav 10-0-46-2, Jadeja 10-0-33-0,

Jadhav 7-0-31-1

India
R. Sharma c Finch b Coulter-Nile 37
S. Dhawan c Maxwell b Coulter-Nile 0 
V. Kohli lbw b Zampa 44
A. Rayudu c Handscomb b Zampa 13
M.S. Dhoni not out 59
K. Jadhav not out 81
Extras (lb1, w5) 6
Total (4 wickets, 48.2 overs) 240
Fall of wickets: 1-4 (Dhawan), 2-80 (Kohli), 3-95 (Sharma), 4-99
(Rayudu)
Did not bat: V. Shankar, R. Jadeja, K. Yadav, M. Shami, J. Bumrah
Bowling: Behrendorff 10-0-46-0, Coulter-Nile 9-2-46-2,
Cummins 10-0-46-0, Zampa 10-0-49-2 (w1), Stoinis 9.2-0-52-
0 (w1)
Result: India won by 6 wickets.

Final scoreboard of the first one-day international between India and Australia in Hyderabad yesterday:

WINNIPEG: Mark Scheifele, Blake Wheeler and
Kevin Hayes each collected one goal and three
points as the host Winnipeg Jets erased an early
two-goal deficit to claim a 5-3 victory over the
Nashville Predators on Friday night and vault
into the top spot in the Central Division. Goalie
Laurent Brossoit stopped 35 shots for the Jets,
who snapped a two-game losing skid and moved
one point ahead of the Predators. Winnipeg,
which went into the game with one win in six
outings (1-4-1), also has three games in hand.
Amazingly, the score was tied 2-2 with six min-

utes remaining before a wild finish featuring four
goals down the stretch-including a pair of emp-
ty-net goals for Winnipeg. Pekka Rinne made 27
saves for the Predators, who have lost two
straight and three of four games.

CAPITALS 3, ISLANDERS 1
Jakub Vrana and Alex Ovechkin scored 68

seconds apart early in the third period for
Washington, who moved into a tie for first place
in the Metropolitan Division with New York by
scoring three in the third period at Uniondale,
NY. Both the Capitals and Islanders have 81
points, though New York has a game in hand. T.J.
Oshie was credited with an empty-net goal with
1:28 left for the Capitals, who have won three
straight and five of their past six. Washington
goalie Braden Holtby made 20 saves. The
Capitals are 2-1-0 this season against the Barry
Trotz-led Islanders. Trotz steered Washington to
the franchise’s first Stanley Cup win last season.
Tom Kuhnhackl scored in the first period for the

Islanders, who have lost four of six (2-3-1).
Goalie Thomas Greiss recorded 26 saves.

SABRES 4, PENGUINS 3 (OT)
Conor Sheary’s second goal of the game with

48.2 seconds left in overtime gave Buffalo a stun-
ning win over visiting Pittsburgh. Sheary’s shot
from above the left hash mark sailed past the
blocker of goaltender Matt Murray on the winner.
Newly acquired defenseman Brandon Montour
tied it 3-3 for Buffalo with 2:32 left in regulation
on a long-range shot that wove its way through a
crowded crease, and he also had an assist. Linus
Ullmark, facing Pittsburgh for the first time in his
career, made 41 saves as the Penguins outshot the
Sabres 44-30. Sidney Crosby had a goal and an
assist, Nick Bjugstad and Patric Hornqvist also
scored, and Justin Schultz had two assists for
Pittsburgh, which is 1-1-2 in its past four.

CANADIENS 4, RANGERS 2
Joel Armia recorded his first career hat

trick and Carey Price made 28 saves as
Montreal beat New York for a split of its
four-game road trip. Brendan Gallagher also
scored for the Canadiens, who trailed 1-0
after the first period but rallied for their
second straight win after dropping the first
two games on the trip. In the mix for a wild-
card spot in the Eastern Conference,
Montreal has won four of six following an
0-3-1 slide. Henrik Lundqvist stopped 32
shots for the Rangers, who have dropped
three in a row (0-1-2).

HURRICANES 5, BLUES 2
Sebastian Aho broke a second-period tie

with a short-handed goal as Carolina defeat-
ed visiting St. Louis in Raleigh, NC. Justin
Williams, Justin Faulk, Jordan Staal and
Andrei Svechnikov also scored for the
Hurricanes. Staal’s goal was his first since
Nov. 2. He has played three games since
returning to active status after missing about

two months due to a concussion. The
Hurricanes have won four straight and 10 in
their past 12. The Blues went 12-1-1 in
February, but they have experienced a recent
dip in offensive production. They’ve gone five
straight games without scoring more than two
goals, and they are 2-2-1 in that span.

FLYERS 6, DEVILS 3
Travis Konecny was credited with a bizarre

go-ahead goal late in the second period as
Philadelphia won at Newark, N.J. Devils goalie
Cory Schneider attempted to poke a loose
puck out of the way of Konecny, but the puck
caromed off Konecny’s shin pad and the skate
of the New Jersey’s Kevin Rooney before
squirting into the net. Philadelphia set an NHL
record when it sent Cam Talbot to the crease,
marking the eighth goaltender it has used this
season. Talbot, who was acquired from the
Edmonton Oilers on Feb. 15, finished with 30
saves in his debut with the Flyers. — Reuters

Jets pass Preds
to gain
division lead


