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Chicago Bulls outlast Atlanta
Hawks in fourth overtime thriller

25

Balanced Clippers earn season sweep over Kings

LOS ANGELES: New Zealand, aiming to separate
themselves from the United States atop the World
Rugby Sevens Series standings, swept to two vic-
tories Friday on the opening day of the Las Vegas
Sevens.

New Zealand are safely through to the Cup
quarter-finals with one game remaining in pool
play thanks to victories over Samoa and Canada.
Neither Canada nor Spain can match New
Zealand’s two wins after battling to a 12-12 draw,
but either could still snatch second in the group
from Samoa.

Regan Ware’s two converted tries within 30
seconds helped the Kiwis to 33—0 victory over
Samoa. Sione Molia added a third before the
break and Kurt Baker and Molia extended the
final score. Leading Canada just 14-12 at halftime,
New Zealand had two tries from Tim Mikkelson
and one from Jona Nareki for a 33-19 victory.

“Feels pretty good,” said Kiwi captain
Mikkelson. “We started really well with Samoa
and played a really good Canada team that likes
to hold onto the ball-they pushed us there and we
really had to have good defense.”

Australia, Fiji, Argentina and England also
made it two from two on Friday, but the United
States, level with New Zealand atop the series
standings with 76 points, were upset 26-24 by
Argentina-who seized the win with a late try and
conversion after the siren sounded.

Argentina also edged France 17-15. Australia
booked a quarter-final berth with a convincing
26-0 win over Wales and a 24-12 victory over
Scotland. The Aussies will play Fiji in their final
pool match on Saturday with top spot up for
grabs after Fiji beat Scotland 36-12 and Wales
33-14.

England emerged from day one unbeaten,
thumping Chile 22-0 and beating Japan 31-12.
South Africa started off strong with a 26-0 victo-
ry over Japan, but were held to a stunning 5-5
draw by Chile.

The remaining pool matches and Cup quarter-
finals are scheduled for yesterdayy with the semi-
finals and final today.

The Vegas event is the fifth round of the 10-
tournament series. The Americans are seeking a
first victory after four runner-up finishes, most
recently their loss to New Zealand in the Sydney
Sevens final. — AFP

NZ unbeaten on 
opening day of 
Vegas Sevens

CHICAGO: Lauri Markkanen was perfect on a three-
shot foul in the fourth overtime to put Chicago ahead to
stay and help the visiting Bulls earn a 168-161 win over
the Atlanta Hawks on Friday in the third-highest-scor-
ing game in NBA history. The Bulls set a franchise
record for points, topping a 156-155, four-overtime win
at Portland on March 16, 1984. Markkanen finished with
31 points, his 12th straight game with 20-plus points. He
added 17 rebounds to secure his fifth straight double-
double, a career best.
Chicago’s Zach LaVine
scored a career-high 47
points and was 6-for-14 on
3-point attempts while
adding nine rebounds and
nine assists. Atlanta got a
franchise-rookie-record 49
points from Trae Young, who
was 17-for-33 from the floor
with six 3-pointers, 16 assists
and eight rebounds. Young
became the first rookie since
Earl Monroe in 1968 to pro-
duce a game with at least 49 points and 10 assists.

BUCKS 131, LAKERS 120
Eric Bledsoe converted a three-point play with 2:25

remaining to give Milwaukee the lead for good, and the
visiting Bucks scored 15 of the game’s final 17 points to
defeat Los Angeles Lakers. Thanks to the victory,
Milwaukee became the first NBA team to clinch a play-
off berth this season. Bledsoe finished with 31 points,
and Giannis Antetokounmpo chipped in with 16 points
and 15 rebounds for the Bucks, who won their seventh
straight. LeBron James had 31 points and 10 assists for
the Lakers, who have followed each of their past six
wins with a loss. In a fourth quarter that featured seven
lead changes and six ties, James gave the Lakers their
last advantage at 118-116 by sinking a 3-pointer with
3:11 left, but the Bucks dominated the rest of the game.

PELICANS 130, SUNS 116
Julius Randle, Jrue Holiday and E’Twaun Moore each

hit or eclipsed the 20-point mark as visiting New
Orleans defeated Phoenix. Randle finished with 22
points, Holiday had 21, Moore came off the bench to add
20, and Cheick Diallo had 15 points and 12 rebounds for
the Pelicans. New Orleans continued to restrict the min-
utes for All-Star forward Anthony Davis (17 points in 21
minutes) in the wake of his recent trade demand. Devin
Booker scored 26, Kelly Oubre Jr. added 19, and
Deandre Ayton had 16 for the Suns, who missed an
opportunity to win consecutive games for the first time

since a four-game winning streak in mid-December.

RAPTORS 119, TRAIL BLAZERS 117
Kawhi Leonard made the winning jump shot in the

final seconds to finish with 38 points as Toronto defeat-
ed visiting Portland. Marc Gasol added 19 points, eight
rebounds and six assists as Toronto ended Portland’s
season-high, five-game winning streak. The Raptors
have won nine of 10 games. Kyle Lowry had 19 points,

10 assists and seven
rebounds for Toronto. CJ
McCollum led Portland with
35 points while Damian
Lillard had 24 points, eight
rebounds and six assists.

CLIPPERS 116, KINGS 109
Rookie Landry Shamet

had 20 points and Danilo
Gallinari added 19 as visiting
Los Angeles withstood a
physical game between
playoff contenders in beat-

ing Sacramento. Lou Williams scored 17 points as the
Clippers solidified their hold on a playoff spot in the
Western Conference with five weeks remaining in the
regular season. Buddy Hield scored 23 points despite
6-for-19 shooting, and Willie Cauley-Stein added 16
points and 12 rebounds for Sacramento.

CELTICS 107, WIZARDS 96
Al Horford led seven Celtics in double figures with

18 points, and host Boston snapped a four-game losing
streak by defeating Washington. Kyrie Irving had 13
points and 12 assists for the Celtics, who picked up
their first win since the All-Star break. Marcus Morris
had 17 points, and Marcus Smart added 16. Bradley
Beal led the Wizards with 29 points and 11 rebounds.
Jeff Green and Tomas Satoransky added 15 points each
for Washington.

HORNETS 123, NETS 112
Kemba Walker scored 25 points, and Charlotte took

control in the second quarter while recording a victory
over Brooklyn on New York as the teams split their
four-game season series. Walker led seven Hornets in
double figures. Charlotte won for just the third time in
the past 10 games and moved a half-game ahead of idle
Orlando into eighth place in the Eastern Conference.
D’Angelo Russell scored 22 points and handed out nine
assists, but the Nets lost for the ninth time in 14 games
and the fifth time in their past eight. Russell shot 9 of 24
and missed 6 of 7 3-point attempts.— Reuters

ATLANTA: Vince Carter #15 of the Atlanta Hawks shoots three point basket against the Chicago Bulls on Friday at
State Farm Arena in Atlanta, Georgia. — AFP

Pelicans push 
past  Suns while 
restricting Davis

STOCKHOLM: Dominik Paris won the men’s World Cup
in Kvitfjell yesterday for his fourth victory of the season.
The Italian did not lead at any of the intermediate time
checks, but surged across the lower part of the course
to finish in 1 minute 45.74 seconds and edge Swiss skier
Beat Feuz, the leader in the downhill standings, by
0.25sec and Austrian Matthias Mayer by 0.37sec.

Paris had already won the prestigious downhills at
Bormio and Kitzbuehel this season as well as the super-
G at Bormio in his native Dolomites. He also won the
super-G at the World Championships in Are, Sweden.

The downhill world champion, Norwegian Kjetil
Jansrud was only eighth, more than a second down.
Results and standings after men’s World Cup downhill at
Kvitfjell yesterday:

1. Dominik Paris (ITA) 1:45.74 2. Beat Feuz (SUI) +0.25
3. Matthias Mayer (AUT) +0.37 4. Mauro Caviezel (SUI)
+0.62 5. Vincent Kriechmayr (AUT) +0.64 6. Otmar
Striedinger (AUT) +0.94 7. Steven Nyman (USA) +0.96
8. Kjetil Jansrud (NOR) +1.04 9. Jared Goldberg (USA)
+1.25 10. Johan Clarey (FRA) +1.30

Overall men’s World Cup standings
(after 31 of 38 races)

1. Marcel Hirscher (AUT) 1,408pts, 2. Alexis
Pinturault (FRA) 918, 3. Henrik Kristoffersen (NOR)
808, 4. Dominik Paris (ITA) 650, 5. Beat Feuz (SUI) 593,
6. Vincent Kriechmayr (AUT) 584, 7. Marco Schwarz
(AUT) 560, 8. Aleksander Aamodt Kilde (NOR) 547, 9.

Mauro Caviezel (SUI) 530, 10. Daniel Yule (SUI) 446

World Cup downhill standing (8 of 9 races)
1. Beat Feuz (SUI) 500pts, 2. Dominik Paris (ITA) 420,

3. Vincent Kriechmayr (AUT) 294, 4. Christof Innerhofer

(ITA) 276, 5. Aleksander Aamodt Kilde (NOR) 252, 6.
Bryce Bennet (USA) 236, 7. Mauro Caviezel (SUI) 232,
8. Max Franz (AUT) 222, 9. Johan Clarey (FRA) 214, 10.
Aksel Lund Svindal (NOR) 200 . — AFP

Paris wins Kvitfjell 
World Cup downhill

KVITFJELL: (L-R) Second placed Switzerland’s Beat Feuz, first placed Italy’s Dominik Paris and third placed Austria’s
Matthias Mayer celebrate on the podium after the downhill race in the FIS Ski World cup yesterday in Kvitfjell. — AFP

NBA results/standings

Eastern Conference
W L PCT GB

Milwaukee 48 14 0.774 -
Toronto 46 17 0.730 2.5
Indiana 41 22 0.651 7.5
Philadelphia 40 22 0.645 8
Boston 38 25 0.603 10.5
Brooklyn 32 32 0.500 17
Detroit 29 31 0.483 18
Charlotte 29 33 0.468 19
Orlando 29 34 0.460 19.5
Miami 27 34 0.443 20.5
Washington 25 37 0.403 23
Atlanta 21 42 0.333 27.5
Chicago 18 45 0.286 30.5
Cleveland 15 47 0.242 33
New York 13 49 0.210 35

Western Conference
Golden State 43 19 0.694 -
Denver 42 19 0.689 0.5
Oklahoma City 38 23 0.623 4.5
Portland 38 24 0.613 5
Houston 37 25 0.597 6
Utah 35 26 0.574 7.5
LA Clippers 35 29 0.547 9
San Antonio 34 29 0.540 9.5
Sacramento 31 31 0.500 12
LA Lakers 30 32 0.484 13
Minnesota 29 33 0.468 14
Dallas 27 34 0.443 15.5
New Orleans 28 36 0.438 16
Memphis 24 39 0.381 19.5
Phoenix 12 51 0.190 31.5

Toronto 119, Portland 117; Boston 107, Washington 96; LA Lakers 120, Milwaukee 131; Atlanta 161, Chicago 168 (OT); Brooklyn 112,
Charlotte 123; Sacramento 109, LA Clippers 116; Phoenix 116, New Orleans 130.

HAMILTON: The Sunwolves pulled off the biggest upset of
their brief Super Rugby life with an historic 30-15 victory
over the Waikato Chiefs yesterday as the dominant
Canterbury Crusaders continued their relentless unbeaten
march. It is the first time the Tokyo-based unit have won an
away game and it left the 2012-2013 champions embar-
rassed as they remain winless after three rounds.  In
Brisbane, the defending champion Crusaders powered to
their 18th consecutive victory with a hard-fought 22-12 win
over the Queensland Reds despite All Blacks Kieran Read,
Sam Whitelock, Ryan Crotty and Codie Taylor being rested.

A year ago, the Chiefs thrashed the Sunwolves 61-10 as
the Japanese side went through their first three seasons of
Super Rugby with a woeful record and their future in the
competition in doubt.  But they showed signs of progress
when they went within a point of upsetting the NSW

Waratahs last weekend, and against the Chiefs they
stepped up another gear. They led 23-3 at half-time and
held on as the Chiefs tried to rally.

Sunwolves flyhalf Hayden Parker, who converted all
three tries and added three penalties, described the victo-
ry as “awesome” and a confidence booster.  “It was really
nice to score some good tries in the first half. The second
half was pretty ugly and it felt like the game went on for-
ever but the boys hung in and I’m proud of the way we
stuck it out to the end,” he said.

Chiefs scrum-half Brad Weber said his side could not
expect to win making so many errors. “But you have to
take your hat off to the Sunwolves,” he said. “Their speed
of ball and the way they were able to break tackles was
pretty special and we have to take a hard look at ourselves
because it was pretty embarrassing.” Flanker Shuhei
Matsuhashi and lock Uwe Helu scored tries as the
Sunwolves dominated the first half. The Chiefs’ sole points
in the opening stanza came from a Damian McKenzie
penalty. He also set up their first try at the start of the sec-
ond half with a chip kick for Alex Nankivell to run on to.

But despite dominating possession and territory they
could not sustain the pressure and weak defence saw
Gerhard van den Heever score a third try for the
Sunwolves before Etene Nanai-Seturo added a late one
for the Chiefs. In Brisbane, the Crusaders were a class
above the Reds, who have now lost all seven games against
the New Zealand powerhouse since they beat them in the

2011 final. “Defensively we were pretty good and we
scrambled well and were able to force some turnovers
from the pressure,” said Crusaders skipper Matt Todd,
whose side has won eight in a row away from home.

“It’s tough play to come over here and get the win. It
was a step up from last week and we’re building nicely.”
Reds captain Samu Kerevi admitted the Crusaders
deserved the win, saying: “We just didn’t finish our plays
and hold onto the ball.”—AFP

Sunwolves score
historic victory as
Crusaders extend
win streak

HAMILTON: Chiefs’ Michael Allardice offloads the ball in a
tackle during the Super Rugby match between New
Zealand’s Chiefs and Japan’s Sunwolves at the FMG
Stadium in Hamilton yesterday.— AFP


