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jobs, Abdaly with 17 jobs, Omariya with five jobs
and two jobs at Bayan and Jahra co-ops. 

The report explained that oil and petrochemical
companies provided 2,740 job opportunities, Ooredoo
provided 888 job opportunities, Mohammed Hamoud
Al-Shaya provided 789 job opportunities, Alghanim

provided 2,124 job opportunities and Al-Sultan provid-
ed 1,205 job opportunities for citizens. 

In addition, the report showed that the “best compa-
nies” also provided 65 job opportunities for citizens
holding PhD degrees and 146 job opportunities for
those holding master’s degrees. Notably, 30 of these
companies hired more citizens with two-year university
degrees (13,185) followed by those with university
degrees (10,042) and 767 with high school and two-
year experience. Private heavy industries and construc-
tion companies provided 347 job opportunities for citi-
zens, while general trading companies provided 982 job
opportunities for Kuwaitis without experience and
1,035 for citizens with pre-intermediate certificates. 
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In a bid to defuse the tensions, Adel Al-Jubeir, minis-
ter of state for foreign affairs for Saudi Arabia, a key
Pakistan ally, was to arrive in Islamabad today, under-
lining global concern over the showdown. Saudi Arabia
has offered to help to end the new hostilities. “He is vis-
iting us and will also visit India. He is our friend and we
have historical relations with them (Saudi Arabia),”
Pakistan’s Foreign Minister Shah Mehmood Qureshi
told reporters. 

Tensions escalated rapidly following a suicide car
bombing on Feb 14 that killed at least 40 Indian paramil-
itary police in Indian-controlled Kashmir. India accused
Pakistan of harboring the Jaish-e Mohammad group
behind the attack, which Islamabad denied, and Modi
promised a strong response.

Indian warplanes carried out air strikes on Tuesday
inside Pakistan on what New Delhi called militant camps.
Islamabad denied any such camps existed, as did local
villagers in the area, but Pakistan retaliated on
Wednesday with its own aerial mission, that led to both
sides claiming to have shot down jets. The standoff came
at a critical time for Modi, who faces a general election
that must be held by May and who had been expected to
benefit from nationalist pride unleashed by the standoff.

Pakistani leaders say the ball is now in India’s court
to de-escalate the tensions, though the Pakistani army
chief told top military leaders of the United States,
Britain and Australia on Friday that his country would

“surely respond to any aggression in self-defense”. The
Indian pilot’s ordeal since being shot down on
Wednesday had made him the focal point of the crisis
and he returned to his homeland to a hero’s welcome,
with crowds thronging the Wagah border crossing and
waving Indian flags.

Before his release, Pakistani television stations
broadcast video of Abhinandan in which he thanked the
Pakistani army for saving him from an angry crowd who
chased him after seeing him parachute to safety. “The
Pakistani army is a very professional service,” he said. “I
have spent time with the Pakistan army. I am very
impressed.”

Qureshi said the country had acted with prudence in
releasing the pilot. “There was no pressure on Pakistan
to release him nor any compulsion,” he told BBC Urdu.
“We wanted to convey to them that we do not want to
increase your sorrow, we do not want to mistreat your
citizens, we just want peace.” Pakistan media praised the
government for releasing the pilot, with lawyer Shahzaib
Khan writing in the Express Tribune that Prime Minister
Imran Khan had “done Pakistan proud by not engaging
in chest thumping or war-mongering for political gain.”

On Friday, four Indian troops and one civilian were
killed in a clash with militants in the Indian-administered
Kashmir, where a further three people were killed and
one wounded from Pakistani shelling. Pakistan’s military
said two civilians were killed and two wounded since
Friday afternoon on Pakistan’s side of Kashmir from a
barrage of Indian shelling. In a sign of the unease, resi-
dents say they are afraid another conflagration is likely.
“The way situation is developing along the LoC makes
me feel that both sides may collide head-on anytime
now,” said Chaudhry Jahangir, a Pakistani resident of the
Samahni sector in Kashmir. — Agencies 
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While IS fighters, who have been besieged for weeks
in an ever-shrinking pocket, are vastly outgunned, their
use of tunnels, booby-traps and suicide bombers is
hampering the SDF advance. “We can’t put a timeframe
on this battle - two weeks, three weeks or a week - it
will depend on the surprises we get along the way,”
Afrin said. “Those who have not surrendered by now
will meet their fate there,” he said.

Most of the more than 50,000 people who left the
very last rump of the IS “caliphate” in recent weeks
were women and children. Some of the evacuees, how-
ever, were suspected fighters either surrendering to the
SDF or attempting to slip back into civilian life. The mil-
itants are cornered in a bend of the Euphrates, with
Syrian government forces and their allies on the west
bank of the Euphrates blocking any escape across the
river and Iraqi government forces blocking any move
downstream.

The Syrian Observatory for Human Rights monitor-
ing group said seven IS fighters were shot dead by
Syrian government forces and allied Iranian militiamen.
Only a few dozen people were evacuated by the SDF
on Friday in the smallest convoy in days, prompting the
Kurdish-led force to close the humanitarian window
and resume their offensive. 

Meanwhile, the world’s chemical weapons watchdog
said Friday that chlorine was used against the rebel-
held Syrian town of Douma in 2018, in a long-awaited
final report on the deadly attack. The report by the
Organization for the Prohibition of Chemical Weapons
(OPCW) was based on a visit by inspectors to the site
of the attack which witnesses said killed 43 people.
Western powers led by the United States blamed the
regime of Syrian President Bashar Al-Assad for the
incident and unleashed air strikes on military installa-
tions in response.

The Hague-based watchdog said two cylinders likely
containing chlorine smashed into a housing block in the
town. The OPCW report said that there were “reason-
able grounds that the use of a toxic chemical as a
weapon has taken place on 7 April 2018. This toxic
chemical contained reactive chlorine.” It said however
that it found no evidence of the use of nerve agents in
Douma, which had been previously alleged by some
parties in the conflict.

The findings confirmed an interim OPCW report
released last July saying that traces of chlorine were
found. The report does not place blame because it was
not in the OPCW’s remit at the time, although the watch-
dog has since been given powers to investigate respon-
sibility for all chemical attacks in Syria back to 2014.

Russia, which backs Assad, rejected the report and
said the attack was “staged” by Syrian rescue volun-
teers known as the White Helmets. “In spite of all the

evidence presented by Russia, Syria, and even British
journalists that the Douma incident is no more than
‘White Helmets’ staged provocation, Technical
Secretariat of OPCW states in today’s report that chlo-
rine was used in Douma as a chemical weapon,” the
Russian Embassy in The Hague tweeted.

British Foreign Secretary Jeremy Hunt however said
Syria should now honor its 2013 vow to destroy all its
chemical weapons, made after 1,400 people were killed
in the Damascus suburb of Ghouta in what the UN said
was an attack using the nerve agent sarin. “Confirmed
today by @OPCW - chemical weapons WERE used in
Douma, Syria in April 2018. The Assad regime must
cease, declare and destroy its chemical weapon pro-
gramme. We remain committed to seeking justice for
the victims,” Hunt tweeted.

France’s Foreign Minister Jean-Yves Le Drian
echoed the comments, calling for “the use of chemical
weapons by the Syrian regime to end and for the per-
petrators of such acts to be punished”. A team of
OPCW inspectors took more than 100 samples from
seven sites in Douma when they gained access to the
town after being denied access for several weeks. The
OPCW said it reached its conclusions based on “wit-
nesses’ testimonies, environmental and biomedical sam-
ples analysis results, toxicological and ballistic analyses
from experts”.

The report said “two yellow industrial cylinders ded-
icated for pressurized gas” were found, one of which
had landed on top of the housing block and crashed
through it. It said it was “possible that the cylinders
were the source of the substances containing reactive
chlorine.” The OPCW said witnesses told the team
there were “43 decedents related to the alleged chemi-
cal incident, most of whom were seen in videos and
photos strewn on the floor of multiple levels of an
apartment building and in front of the same building.”

The videos “indicate exposure to an inhalational
irritant or toxic substance” and show burns to the
eyes and foaming from the mouth, although it could
not directly link those to any specific substance. The
watchdog also rejected claims by the Syrian regime
that the gas came from an alleged rebel chemical
weapons facility and storehouse in the area. “From
the analysis of the information gathered during the
on-site visits to the warehouse and facility suspect-
ed of producing chemical weapons, there was no
indication of either facility being involved in their
manufacture,” it said.

The report wil l  now go to the UN Security
Council. The OPCW has been at the forefront of
investigating chemical attacks during the eight-year
Syrian civil war, with investigators previously con-
firming the use of “chlorine, sulphur mustard, and
sarin as chemical weapons” in other incidents. But the
watchdog is now riven by political divisions between
Russia and the West, particularly over its new powers
to attribute blame. A nerve agent attack on a Russian
ex-spy in the English city of Salisbury in 2018, which
the West blamed on Moscow, has further poisoned
relations. — Agencies 
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at around 1100 GMT, with a return to Earth sched-
uled for next Friday. It is to splash down in the Atlantic
Ocean, and then return to Cape Canaveral. 

The mission aims to test the vessel’s reliability and
safety in real-life conditions. Ripley - nicknamed in hon-
or of the character played by Sigourney Weaver in the
“Alien” movies - is fitted with monitors to test the forces
that future astronauts will be subjected to on takeoff
and when they return to the Earth’s atmosphere and
then land in the Atlantic, braked by giant parachutes.
The mission’s successful start provided some immediate
reassurance.

At the press conference, Musk asked the two NASA
astronauts slated to fly in Dragon: “You guys think it’s a
good vehicle?” They both nodded. “Seeing a success
like this, that really gives us a lot confidence in the
future,” said one of them, Bob Behnken. In another suc-
cess, the rocket’s first stage returned to Earth, landing
on a platform 500 km off the Florida coast in the
Atlantic. It marks the 35th such recovery by SpaceX.

“Today represents a new era in space flight” said Jim

Bridenstine, head of the US space agency who sees the
launch as a step toward the privatization of low Earth
orbit. “As a country, we’re looking forward to being one
customer of many customers, in a robust commercial
marketplace in low Earth orbit, so that we can drive
down costs and increase access in ways that historically
have not been possible,” he said.

After the shuttle program was shut down in July 2011
following a 30-year run, NASA began outsourcing the
logistics of its space missions. It pays Russia to get its
people up to the ISS orbiting research facility at a cost
of $82 million per head for a round trip. In 2014, the US
space agency awarded contracts to SpaceX and Boeing
for them to take over this task. But the program has suf-
fered delays as safety requirements are much more
stringent for manned flights than for unmanned missions
to deploy satellites.

Boeing also received a contract in 2014 to develop a
space vessel, the Starliner. It will not be tested until
April, in a mission similar to SpaceX’s. NASA did not
want to rely on just one single vehicle, in case of acci-
dents. For SpaceX, sending an astronaut into orbit
would be a culmination of years of hard work and high-
risk investment. In less than a decade, it has become a
key partner for NASA, in addition to dominating the
market for private satellite launches. Its Falcon 9 rockets
have resupplied the space station 15 times in seven
years, though one of them blew up in 2015.  — AFP 
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ranted in his thin voice against Americans, Jews and
“Crusaders” in videos uploaded online.

On the eve of the attacks on the World Trade Center
and the Pentagon, Hamza was separated from his father,
whom he was never to see again. The location of bin
Laden, sometimes dubbed the “crown prince of jihad,”
has been the subject of speculation for years with

reports of him living in Pakistan, Afghanistan, Syria and
Iran. He is believed to have spent years along with his
mother in Iran, despite Al-Qaeda’s strident denunciations
of the Shiite branch of Islam that dominates the country.

Observers say that the clerical regime in Tehran
kept him under house arrest as a way to maintain pres-
sure on rival Saudi Arabia as well as on Al-Qaeda, dis-
suading the Sunni militants from attacking Iran. In
2015, bin Laden released an audio message urging
jihadists in Syria to unite, claiming that the fight in the
war-torn country would pave the way to “liberating
Palestine”. One of Hamza bin Laden’s half-brothers told
The Guardian last year that Hamza married the daugh-
ter of Mohammed Atta, the lead hijacker in the Sept 11,
2001 attacks. — AFP 
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OTTAWA: Canada on Friday launched the extradition
of Huawei executive Meng Wanzhou to the United
States - the latest move in a case that has roiled rela-
tions between the North American neighbors and China.
Beijing was quick to react, saying Ottawa’s action
amounted to a “severe political incident”. The 47-year-
old businesswoman was changing planes in Vancouver
in December when she was detained at Washington’s
request on suspicion of violating US sanctions on Iran -
sparking arrests of Canadians in China that were seen
as retaliatory.

“Today, Department of Justice Canada officials
issued an Authority to Proceed, formally commencing an
extradition process in the case of Ms Meng Wanzhou,”
the government said in a statement. Meng, Huawei’s
chief financial officer and the daughter of the company’s
founder Ren Zhengfei, is due in court on March 6, when
prosecutors will present the evidence against her and
lay out detailed arguments for her extradition. 

The decision, the statement said, followed a “thor-
ough and diligent” review which found sufficient evi-
dence to warrant putting the matter before a judge. At
the end of the process - which could last months, or
even years - Canada’s attorney general will have the
final say on whether or not to hand Meng over. Beijing
yesterday voiced its “strong dissatisfaction and firm
opposition to Canada, which obstinately moves forward
the so-called judicial extradition process.”

Foreign ministry spokesman Lu Kang said in a state-
ment the US and Canada were “abusing their bilateral
extradition treaty to apply arbitrary coercive measures
against Chinese citizens, in violation of their rights and
legitimate interests”. “This is a severe political inci-
dent.” China had “solemnly protested” to the Canadian
authorities for Meng’s release, and called on the US to
drop its arrest warrant and extradition request, Lu
added. Meng has been released on bail pending the
outcome of the hearings.

China is furious over the US charges against Meng,

saying they are the product of “strong political motiva-
tions” and an attempt to undermine its flagship tele-
coms company. Huawei has strenuously denied any
wrongdoing.

Nine days after Meng’s arrest, Chinese authorities
detained two Canadians - former diplomat Michael
Kovrig and businessman Michael Spavor - in what was
widely seen as an act of retaliation. A third Canadian,
meanwhile, had his sentence for drug trafficking upped
from 15 years in prison to death row. Canadian Prime
Minister Justin Trudeau has insisted on a strict hands-
off approach to the issue, with his justice department
stressing on Friday that “Canada is a country governed
by the rule of law.”

Trudeau sacked his ambassador to China for under-
mining that position by saying Meng had a “strong”
case against extradition, and later adding that it would
be “great for Canada” if the US dropped the case. In
January, the US announced 13 charges against Meng,
Huawei and two affiliates. Officials separately filed 10
charges against two Huawei affiliates for allegedly steal-
ing technology from T-Mobile.

Prosecutors say that between 2007 and 2017, Meng,
Huawei and subsidiaries sought to mask their business
with Iran in violation of US and UN sanctions on the
Islamic republic. Meng in particular “repeatedly lied” to
bankers about the relationships between the companies,
especially with Skycom, a Huawei affiliate in Iran,
according to the charges. That broke the law, justice
officials in Washington said, because the Iran business
involved US dollar transactions processed by banks
through the United States.

Huawei and the affiliates lied to US authorities and
obstructed the investigation, court documents say. The
company is also accused of a concerted effort to steal
technology related to a phone-testing robot dubbed
Tappy from a T-Mobile USA lab in Washington state,
and of rewarding staff for stealing competitors’ technol-
ogy secrets.  — AFP 
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VANCOUVER: In this file photo taken on Dec 12, 2018, Meng Wanzhou (right), Chief Financial Officer of Huawei
Technologies, answers the door for individuals carrying flowers after she was released on bail. — AFP  


