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In this file photo members of US band Jonas Brothers perform during the 54th Vina del
Mar International Song Festival in Vina del Mar, Chile. — AFP

During his career as an actor, Morgan
Freeman has played the role of God. In real
life, he claims to be “undeniably” a believer.

Now, the Oscar winner has traveled more than
120,000 kilometers (more than 74,000 miles) and
visited 30 cities to try to unravel mysteries of spiri-
tuality around the world. Is there a God? What
about the devil? How do people experience it?
What is behind the secrets of different faiths?
Freeman told AFP that on this long journey he
understood that religion, belief in a God, serves as
“society’s glue.” 

“In almost every society, whatever the religion is
the point is to keep the people together functioning
as a unit,” he said.  The third season of “The Story
of God,” which has six episodes, premieres March

5 on National Geographic. It sees Freeman spend
time with “living goddesses” in Nepal; look at the
supposed crown of thorns worn by Jesus in the
cathedral of Notre Dame in Paris; meet a “medium”
in Vietnam; and experience the Church of the
Nativity in Bethlehem. The season was put on hold
after accusations of sexual harassment against the
Oscar winner. But National Geographic opted to
continue with the series after an investigation.
Asked if he thought the accusations affected his
reputation, or career, Freeman was firm. “No,” the
81-year-old actor replied dryly before ending the
interview.

Politics and faith  
The series goes into great detail in its analysis

of religion and rituals, but avoids addressing cur-
rent issues-such as pedophilia scandals that
plague the Catholic Church worldwide. “I think
that one of the things that we pride ourselves on
is really shining a light on the goodness and well-
being,” said Lori McCreary, executive producer of
the show with James Younger and Freeman. “And
you know sometimes we talk about what’s differ-
ent in religion and what’s what causes people to
be separate. “But I also think that one of the
points of this, especially with Morgan at the helm,
is to bring people together. 

And then if there is news about what is hap-
pening in the Catholic Church, that is being cov-
ered well by other media.” “Well said,” Freeman
chimed in.  And when asked about the role reli-

gion plays in many world conflicts and the grow-
ing influence it has on the government of
Republican President Donald Trump, he argued
that faith and politics should be kept separate.
“You know one of the things we find in the series
is that if you look at the big ideas of religion they
overlap,” Younger added. “Belief in the value of
human life, of justice, and togetherness, and all of
those things which overlap in its outlook. (Yet)
looking at the small details of fate, you get
assigned differences. And the more a country ...
uses details” for a political agenda, the more peo-
ple are divided. — AFP

Freeman explores faith in ‘Story of God’

The Jonas Brothers are getting the band
back together-and will release their
first single in six years, the heartthrob

trio announced Thursday. “We’re baaacc-
ckkkk...” the band tweeted. The Grammy-
nominated boy band dropped their new
song “Sucker” Friday at midnight, after
splitting nearly six years ago, citing a “deep
rift in the band.” The brothers-Joe, 29,
Kevin, 31, and Nick, 26 — teased their
reunion in a “Carpool Karaoke” spot for
The Late Late Show with James Corden.

“It’s nice to be able to finally tell some-
body,” Nick said in a promo for the seg-
ment. “We’ve kept this a secret now for
almost seven, eight months. This is basical-
ly our first performance back.” “Sucker”
will be the first release from the trio since
June 2013’s “First Time.” Releasing their

first album in 2006, the brothers skyrock-
eted to global celebrity and found massive
commercial success in part thanks to their
appearances on the Disney Channel net-
work. The brothers, who hail from New
Jersey, were from a devout Christian fami-
ly, and in the early stages of their careers
their wholesome image included wearing
purity rings that promote chastity until
marriage. Following their band’s break-up
both Nick and Joe pursued other musical
projects while Kevin appeared in reality
television shows and founded a real estate
company. In December 2018, Nick wed
Bollywood actress Priyanka Chopra in a
lavish ceremony dubbed India’s “wedding
of the year.”— AFP

An unflinching new documentary on
pedophilia accusations against Michael
Jackson has shattered the glittering

veneer around the late King of Pop, presenting
in lurid detail the stories of two men who say he
sexually abused them for years as minors.
“Leaving Neverland,” a four-hour film by British
director Dan Reed, is considered so potentially
devastating that counseling was made available
at its Sundance Film Festival premiere in
January. US cable network HBO will air it in two
parts, starting Sunday.

Reed said he tried to include “sexual detail in
a very measured way, so it wasn’t done for
shock value.” “We tried to make it graphic
enough to be eye-opening and for people to be
confronted with what it means for a little child
to be seduced and raped by an adult
pedophile,” Reed told AFP.  “Of course it’s
shocking. It’s a very serious crime. And it
shouldn’t be glossed over. “It’s not the first pub-
lic airing of abuse claims against Jackson but
the release marks the scandal’s first major
explosion since his fatal overdose at age 50,
almost 10 years ago.

The documentary centers on James
Safechuck, 41, and Wade Robson, 36, who
recount separate but consistent accounts of
how their idol molested them as boys.  Both
describe the childlike Jackson wooing them:
inviting them into his fairytale existence, gaining
their families’ trust and manipulating them into
keeping their sexual relations secret. “You and I
were brought together by God,” Robson said
Jackson told him. 

Their mothers also offer narratives of seduc-
tion into the cult of Jackson-and the ensuing
guilt that haunts them. Robson first met Jackson
as a five-year-old after winning a dance compe-
tition. The megastar invited the boy to his
Neverland Ranch, where Robson, by then seven,
said the abuse began. He describes how their
sexual relationship “escalated rapidly,” with
Jackson telling him: “This is us showing each
other that we love each other.” Safechuck, who
said his abuse began at age 10, tells a similar
tale, saying Jackson told him if anyone found out
their lives “would be over.”

Decades of denial 
Jackson’s estate has vehemently defended

the late star, suing HBO for $100 million over a
“posthumous character assassination” it says
breaches an agreement made not to disparage
the icon, a condition for airing one of his con-
certs. Jackson faced accusations in 1993 of
sexually abusing a 13-year-old boy and settled
out of court, with Robson and Safechuck say-
ing at the time that Jackson hadn’t touched
them. In 2003 more accusations triggered a
dramatic trial: that time, Safechuck kept a dis-
tance, but Robson testified for Jackson, who
was acquitted.

Neither man reversed their stories until
recently, after becoming fathers themselves.

Both filed their own lawsuits that were dis-
missed over statutes of limitations. “You loved
him in a lot of ways. And then you know Michael
does these things to you that are not healthy,”
Safechuck said.  “It’s really hard to have those
two feelings together. I still, today, am grappling
with that.”

‘Prolific pedophile’ 
“Leaving Neverland” comes in the wake of

Hollywood mogul Harvey Weinstein’s downfall,
and as R&B superstar R. Kelly faces a fresh
legal reckoning for his own questionable history
with underage girls. For pop culture scholar
Robert Thompson of Syracuse University, the
release in today’s #MeToo context is key:
Jackson’s trial was relatively recent, but “in so
many ways, consciousnesses have been raised.”
“A documentary this far out could completely
change his legacy,” Thompson said.

Reed said the timing of the film’s release with
#MeToo was unplanned but fortuitous. “The
#MeToo movement has done a lot of ground-
work,” he said, because the normal response
now is to listen to alleged victims, not “slime
them.” Jackson’s sprawling California homestead
is back on the market for $31 million-some 70
percent less than the asking price four years
ago, according to The Wall Street Journal. Diane
Dimond, who covered the Jackson saga for
years and has penned a book on it, said she
expects more men will come forward. “He was a
prolific pedophile, that did what he did right
under our noses because he knew he was so
adored that he could get away with it,” she said.

‘Ripples of impact’ 
But the fans, Dimond said, “will forever think

that he was like Jesus.” “Jackson somehow
strikes a chord, even today, in the very soul of
people,” she added. Thompson agrees, saying
there’s little chance of erasing Jackson’s artistic
legacy, even if his reputation is tarnished. “In
any sense of rational history, we cannot
retroactively say that no, Michael Jackson
didn’t change the history of global pop-
because he did change the history of global
pop,” Thompson said.

“The ripples of impact that he sent out were
not ripples; they were tsunamis.” For Safechuck,
whose trembling hands in the film betray his
struggle for calm, it’s a statement that rings all
too true. “They say time heals all wounds,”
Safechuck said. “But I don’t think time heals this
one. It just gets worse.” — AFP

Bombshell film reignites Michael 
Jackson abuse firestorm

Jonas Brothers reunite, will 

release first new music in years

In this file photo taken on November 18, 2003, an aerial view of US pop star Michael Jackson’s
Neverland Ranch located in Santa Ynez, just outside of Santa Barbara, California. — AFP photos

In this file photo taken on August 31, 1993, US
pop megastar Michael Jackson performs during
his “Dangerous” tour in Singapore.

OSN, the region’s leading entertainment net-
work, is marking International Women’s Day
(March 8) and Mother’s Day (March 21), with

female-centric shows and movies throughout the
month of March.

Celebrate International Women’s Day with Comedy
Central by watching fearless female stand-up comedi-
ans, and on Mother’s Day, OSN Movies HD and OSN
Yahala Cinema pay tribute to the women that raise us
with a Mother’s Day Marathon.

OSN will also premiere compelling women-centric
documentaries, such as HBO’s The Inventor: Out for
Blood in Silicon Valley and must-watch new and return-
ing series with women at the helm like The Fix and For
The People. 

Here is our top pick of women-centric shows to
binge watch and movies to enjoy on OSN this month.

The full grid of March highlights including movie
premieres, kids and family entertainment, factual,

lifestyle and comedy is enclosed. 

International Women’s Day Special
Comedy Central is championing International

Women’s Day with a powerful line up of fierce female
stand-up comedians including Natasha Leggero,
Wanda Sykes, Rachel Feinstein and Nikki Glaser. Friday
8 March, from 10.30pm (KSA). 

Mother’s Day Movies Special
The unique, rewarding and often challenging role of

motherhood is praised with a back-to-back marathon of
movies on Thursday 21 March on OSN Movies HD from
10am (KSA). Movies include the star-studded comedy
Mother’s Day, starring Jennifer Aniston, Kate Hudson
and Julia Roberts. As well as the comedy films Mothers
and Daughters and Snatched throughout the day. Over
on OSN Yahala Cinema HD from 7pm (KSA), Arabic
film fans can enjoy an evening of classic rom-coms,
including Tamer Hosny’s Ahwak and Kedbet Kol Youm
starring Amro Yousif and Shereen Reda. 

Must-See Documentary
The Inventor: Out for Blood in Silicon Valley 
Academy Award winner Alex Gibney (Enron: The

Smartest Guys in the Room) directs a documentary
investigating the rise and fall of Theranos, the one-time
multibillion-dollar healthcare company founded by
Elizabeth Holmes. In 2014, Theranos was valued at $9
billion. Just two years later, Theranos was cited as a
“massive fraud” by the U.S. Securities and Exchange

Commission (SEC), and its value was less than zero.
Premieres Saturday 23 March, 8pm (KSA), on OSN
First HD-Home of HBO. 

New Show 
The Fix, season 1

Robin Tunney (The Mentalist, Monster Party) plays
Maya an LA prosecutor who moves to Oregon after
losing a high-profile murder case, but when the killer
strikes again, she returns to seek justice under her own
terms. Premieres Monday 25 March, 7pm (KSA), on
OSN Series First HD. 

Returning Series
For The People, season 2

From the ‘TV Titan’ Shonda Rhimes, comes this legal
drama set in New York Federal Court. Six young, up-

and-coming lawyers work for both the defense and the
prosecution as they handle the highest profile and high
stakes cases in the country - all as their personal lives
intersect. Premieres Sunday 10 March, 9pm (KSA), on
OSN Series First HD.

Grown-ish, season 2  
A spin-off from “Black-ish” the Johnson family’s eld-

est daughter Zoey (Yara Shahidi) is taking her first steps
into the real world as she heads off to college.”Grown-
ish” explores the first trappings of adulthood and Zoey
must navigate through the trials and tribulations of
these momentous steps. Premieres Thursday 7 March,
8pm (KSA), on OSN Series Comedy HD.

OSN customers can also watch and catch up on their
favourites anytime, anywhere and on any device with
OSN Play.

Celebrate Women on Screen with OSN this March 

Composer Alexandre Desplat has two
Oscars under his belt and has been
nominated for eight more for his

scores for such films as “The Shape of
Water”, “The Queen” and “The King’s
Speech”. But none of the music he has
written for dozens of Hollywood movies
from the Harry Potter films to “Girl with a
Pearl Earring” comes from such a personal
place as his latest work, which will get its
French premiere this weekend. The story of
“Silence”, which is adapted from a short
story by the Nobel prize-winning Japanese
novelist Yasunari Kawabata about a paral-
ysed writer who can no longer write or
speak, mirrors that of his wife, the star vio-
linist Solrey, whose concert career was
ended by brain surgery.

A child prodigy, Solrey-whose real
name is Dominique Lemonnier-lost the
power in her left arm after the operation in

2010. Despite battling for five years to try
to perform again, Solrey finally had to give
up. “In spite of all the suffering and her
extremely hard work with two fingers,
Solrey decided three years ago to put her
violin back in its case,” Desplat, 57, told
AFP in his hometown Paris. “However, it
will be heard in the show with recorded
improvisations,” he said.—AFP

Star Hollywood composer
sets personal loss to music

French composer
Alexandre Desplat
poses upon
arrival at the 44th
edition of the
Cesar Film
Awards ceremony
at the Salle Pleyel
in Paris. — AFP


