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Activists say Chinese 
police step up use of 
video ‘confessions’
BEIJING: Students in Beijing said yesterday that
Chinese police had forced them to watch new video
“confessions” from fellow labor activists, as authorities
tighten their grip on campus activism. In the past sev-
eral months, Chinese authorities have cracked down on
Marxist students and recent graduates who back
efforts to establish independent labor unions in
Guangdong, the southern manufacturing province. The
clampdown comes at a sensitive time for China’s
Communist Party, with the 30th anniversary of the
bloody repression of Tiananmen Square protesters
coming up on June 4. 

The more recent video screenings also took place
as the country’s leaders prepared for next week’s annu-
al meeting of the National People’s Congress, during
which authorities traditionally step up their muzzling of
activists. Dozens of people who supported a strike at
Jasic Technology in Shenzhen last summer have disap-
peared in the clampdown. Four of them reappeared in
videos that were forcibly shown in January to students
who are affiliated with the Jasic Workers Solidarity
labor rights group, according to fellow students, who
saw the move as an intimidation campaign. 

But police were apparently not done. Student labor
activists posted new allegations online yesterday saying
they were summoned in the past week for “meetings” at
police stations in Beijing.  They were threatened with
expulsion and jail as they were shown videos of six other
activists, the students said.  “They want to scare us, make
us admit fault, turn (our activism) into something illegal,”
one student, who spoke on condition of anonymity for
fear for reprisals said. The Beijing Public Security Bureau,
Peking University and Renmin University did not respond
to requests for comment. —AFP

BRUSSELS: The European Union is seeking to forge a
more defensive strategy towards China and is intensify-
ing diplomacy to limit Beijing’s ability to buy foreign
firms in the bloc, its top trading partner, diplomats and
officials say. Despite an agenda dominated by Britain’s
imminent departure from the EU, leaders will use a
March 21 summit to discuss China policy, a first for
many years. It is part of a flurry of high-level meetings
before President Xi Jinping travels to Italy and France
and the bloc holds a summit with China on April 9.

The acceleration of diplomacy, including special
councils of EU envoys, experts and foreign ministers,
marks a collective reevaluation of Sino-EU ties after
decades of rising trade and a feel-good factor towards
Beijing that contrasted with the United States’ more
aggressive stance. European optimism has turned to
frustration over China’s slowness to open up its econo-
my, a surge of Chinese takeovers in critical sectors, US
pressure to shun China over espionage fears and an
impression in Brussels that Beijing has not kept its
promise to stand up for free trade and globalization.

Four senior EU diplomats and officials in close con-
tact with the Chinese said they were losing hope on
business issues that have been limping on for years,
including almost a decade of talks on a special treaty to
increase investment flows. “The Chinese say all the
right things, but when it comes to taking a decision,
they delay and delay,” one senior EU official said, citing
a missed October deadline for China to finalize a deal
to recognize the EU’s system of protecting food names.

China has also backed out of an agreement to invest
in a multi-billion euro EU infrastructure fund. Chinese
Foreign Ministry spokesman Lu Kang told reporters on
Friday that China hopes Europe can continue to pro-
vide a “fair, just, non-discriminatory environment” for
Chinese companies. With over a billion euros a day in
bilateral trade, the EU is China’s top trading partner,
while China is second only to the United States as a
market for European goods and services.

However, Chinese trade restrictions are more severe
than EU barriers in almost
every economic sector,
according to the New York
research firm Rhodium Group
and Germany’s Mercator
Institute for China Studies.
Chinese investments into the
EU far outweigh those of EU
companies in China in most
industries, they said.

Strategic rival?
In 2017, US President

Donald Trump’s “America First” policies appeared to
push China and Europe together after Xi’s defense of
open trade at the World Economic Forum in Davos. But
Europeans say the change of style has not translated
into less protectionism from Beijing. The EU says a
high-tech industrial development push, dubbed “Made
in China 2025”, relies on illegal state support and sub-

sidies that threaten European industries including tele-
coms and aerospace. China has repeatedly denied such
allegations.

At this month’s summit, EU leaders are likely to dis-
cuss whether it might be feasible to effectively ban
Huawei Technologies Co. equipment for next-genera-
tion mobile networks, although the wider debate in EU
capitals is at an early stage. Europe has become the
main battleground in a US campaign to rid Western
networks of Chinese telecoms equipment, with

Washington accusing Huawei
of spying for Beijing, allega-
tions the company has
repeatedly denied.

“Nobody in the EU wants
to isolate China, but we need
to equip ourselves better
against a country that in
some areas is becoming a
strategic rival,” a senior EU
diplomat said. “We have no
clear policy, we are brain-
storming on a massive scale.”

Chinese officials reject US-led allegations that its tech-
nology could be used by Beijing for spying. Chinese
Premier Li Keqiang is set to attend the April EU sum-
mit in Brussels to press his case for fair treatment in
trade and investment. Li will also hold a summit in
Croatia later that month with 16 central and eastern EU
and non-EU states.

Screening deals
EU leaders will not agree a new strategy on March

21, but the European Commission, the EU executive,
is expected to put forward ideas for a European
industrial policy on March 6, echoing Franco-German
demands to compete with foreign rivals and better
protect technologies from overseas takeovers.

One idea is to revive a stalled 2012 proposal
known as the International Procurement Instrument
that would require foreign countries to open up their
public procurement markets in return for access to
Europe and restrict access in certain areas. After a
surge of Chinese investments across Europe, from
Greece’s biggest port to a German robotics maker,
the European Parliament in February agreed a sys-
tem to coordinate scrutiny of foreign takeovers and
investments. But officials say the so-called invest-
ment screening is not enough.

European Commissioner Julian King said last month
that it was “time to discuss whether we want to contin-
ue, as now, to see our own cutting-edge technologies
sold off one after another.” He also warned of the risks
of “allowing one dominant (5G) supplier to emerge
across the continent” while the chief of Britain’s for-
eign intelligence service Alex Younger said that
Europe needed to be “at least as strategic” as China
when it comes to developing future technologies.
“That’s a bit of a wake-up call and I think we should
heed it,” he told reporters at the Munich Security
Conference.  —Reuters

EU eyes defenses against China’s bid for superpower status

Europe intensifies diplomacy to 
shield against ‘Chinese power’

Shinawatra parties
rally across 
Thailand; Crucial
court ruling looms
BANGKOK: Parties aligned with Thailand’s powerful
Shinawatra clan staged major rallies yesterday ahead of a
court ruling that could deal a gut punch to their
prospects in national elections later this month. Public
gatherings were taking place across the country-includ-
ing in the Chiang Mai hometown of divisive billionaire ex-
premier Thaksin Shinawatra.

Shinawatra-linked Pheu Thai party members
addressed throngs of supporters in a stadium in Chiang
Mai as the sun went down, promising development and
incentives for entrepreneurs in the northern city. Thaksin,
who lives in self-exile to avoid jail in Thailand, is adored
by rice farmers and large sections of urban working-class
voters for his pro-poor policies and steering of the econ-
omy.  But he is despised by the royalist elite, whose allies
have failed to beat him at the polls since 2001 and instead
have relied on coups and court rulings to topple
Shinawatra-backed governments.

Thousands of people also massed in Bangkok’s his-
toric centre late Friday for a defiant campaign by Thai
Raksa Chart, another political party linked to the
Shinawatra clan.  But Thai Raksa Chart could be dis-
solved by the Constitutional Court on March 7, after its
bid to run a princess as candidate for prime minister
spectacularly unraveled. Supporters say the court has the
future of Thai democracy in its hands-with the junta
determined to return as a civilian government. “If it is dis-
solved it will damage our hopes for democracy badly,”
said Chailerm Phothijad, 55, at Friday night’s rally in
Bangkok.

Thailand-which has been stuck on a carousel of coups,
violent protests and short-lived civilian governments

since 2006 when the army booted Thaksin from office-
remains deeply polarized. Nerves are mounting inside
Thai Raksa Chart as the crucial ruling nears. But the party
“will continue to campaign as we have been... and leave
the issue of judiciary to the court,” said Umesh Pandey, a
Thai Raksa Chart party list candidate. Thailand’s con-
tentious junta-drafted constitution allows the junta to
appoint the 250-member senate, whose votes will count
towards choosing the next prime minister.

There are 500 lower house seats up for grabs, 350
through constituencies and the remainder through the
party list-a system of proportional representation. The
different Shinawatra parties are meant to help rack up
more votes within a system that limits the reach of big

parties like Pheu Thai.  More rallies are planned for
Sunday as election season heats up. Junta leader Prayut
Chan-O-Cha, who took power in a 2014 coup, wants to
return as prime minister. 

With Thai Raksa Chart’s political fate in the balance,
another anti-junta party led by a billionaire is emerging
as an untested-but significant-force. Future Forward, led
by Thanathorn Juangroongruangkit, the 40-year-old
scion of Thailand’s biggest auto-parts maker, has won
favor among the kingdom’s millennials. More than seven
million people aged between 18 and 25 are eligible to
vote this month for the first time, according to the Interior
Ministry. Analysts say if Thai Raksa Chart is disbanded its
supporters may cast votes for Future Forward. —AFP

Early optimism 
fades over closer 
ties in Trump era

NARATHIWAT: Former Thai prime minister and Democratic Party leader Abhisit Vejjajiva (center) poses with supporters dur-
ing a campaign rally in Narathiwat yesterday ahead of the March 24 general election.  —AFP


