
Ankara sparks
German protest
over journalists 
accreditation
BERLIN: Turkey has refused to renew
the accreditation of two long-serving
German journalists working in the coun-
try, triggering protests from Berlin which
said the decision was “incomprehensi-
ble”. Jorg Brase, Istanbul bureau chief
for ZDF public television, and Thomas
Seibert, who writes for the newspaper
Tagesspiegel, have had their applications
for press cards rejected by the Turkish
government. Senior German foreign min-
istry official Andreas Michaelis called
Turkey’s ambassador to Germany to
protest the decision and asked Ankara to
reconsider, the ministry said.

“The decision is incomprehensible,”
said ministry spokeswoman Maria
Adebahr. Relations between Berlin and
Ankara plummeted after Turkish authori-
ties arrested tens of thousands of people
in a mass purge over the 2016 attempted
coup against Turkish President Tayyip

Erdogan. Some of those arrested were
also German nationals. A gradual rap-
prochement began in 2018 after
German-Turkish journalist Deniz Yucel
was freed following his arrest the year
before. Another journalist, Mesale Tolu,
was allowed to return to Germany in
August 2018.  Both still face terror-relat-
ed charges in Turkey.

Ex-opposition MP jailed
In another development, a Turkish

former opposition lawmaker was sen-
tenced to four years and two months in
jail on Friday for allegedly helping a
group blamed for the 2016 failed coup,
local media reported. The Istanbul court
found Eren Erdem guilty of “helping an
armed terror organization deliberately
and willingly without being a member”,
NTV broadcaster reported.

The former MP for Istanbul from the
main opposition Republican People’s
Party (CHP) was arrested last June over
his alleged links to the US-based Muslim
preacher Fethullah Gulen. Turkey accus-
es Gulen of ordering the 2016 attempted
overthrow of President Recep Tayyip
Erdogan, charges denied by the preach-
er. Ankara refers to Gulen’s movement as
the “Fethullah Terrorist Organization”.

Erdem’s sentencing relates to a time
when he was editor-in-chief of Karsi

newspaper when a series of illegal audio
recordings were leaked to the media by
the Gulen movement during a 2013 scan-
dal involving key government members
and Erdogan’s inner circle. In 2014, sev-
eral recordings, allegedly of Erdogan
who was prime minister at the time and

other senior officials, were published
online in a scandal which the government
denounced as “an attempted coup”
orchestrated by Gulen. Since 2016, tens
of thousands of people have been
arrested over alleged links to Gulen
including military personnel. — Agencies 

WASHINGTON: The US military and South Korea are
planning to “discontinue” annual large-scale military
exercises as President Donald Trump pursues efforts to
improve ties with North Korea, a US official said yes-
terday. The comment from the official, who spoke on
condition of anonymity, came shortly after the conclu-
sion of Trump’s second summit with North Korean
leader Kim Jong Un in Hanoi, which ended without a
formal agreement but with both sides suggesting they
will keep talking.

NBC News first reported that the Foal Eagle drills-
which usually take place in the spring-would be
scrapped, citing two unnamed US defense officials. Foal
Eagle is the biggest of the regular joint exercises held by
the allies, and has always infuriated Pyongyang, which
condemned it as preparations
for invasion. In the past, it has
involved 200,000 South
Korean forces and some
30,000 US soldiers. It overlaps
with the Key Resolve exercise.

Since Trump’s first summit
with Kim last year in
Singapore, the US and Seoul
have scaled back or scrapped
several joint military drills, and
US bombers are no longer fly-
ing over South Korea. Trump
has repeatedly complained that the exercises are too
costly. NBC reported that the annual exercises would be
replaced with “smaller, mission-specific training.” The
Republican president however has ruled out withdrawing
any of the 28,500 US forces based in South Korea to
defend it from its nuclear-armed neighbor, which invaded
in 1950. Any such drawdown would face strong pushback
from the US Congress and Japan, whose conservative
government is deeply wary of North Korea’s intentions.

Trump sparks firestorm
Trump took Kim Jong Un’s word that he knew nothing

of the torture of an American college student while in
North Korean custody, an about-face that sparked a
bipartisan backlash back home. The US president
appeared to side with the reclusive leader about the 2017
case of Otto Warmbier, drawing outrage from incredu-
lous Democrats who accused Trump of repeatedly align-
ing with tyrants.

The 22-year-old Ohio native was returned to the
United States in a coma and died shortly afterwards. A
US judge concluded Warmbier was tortured by North
Korean authorities. At the conclusion of his Hanoi summit
with Kim, Trump told reporters he talked with Kim about
the “horrible” Warmbier case. “He knew the case very
well, but he knew it later,” Trump said, adding that “some
really bad things” happened to Warmbier while he was

detained.
Kim “tells me that he didn’t

know about it, and I will take
him at his word.” Trump took
credit for the release of
Warmbier and other US
hostages in 2017, saying at the
time that “Otto was tortured
beyond belief by North
Korea.” At his January 2018
State of the Union address,
the president praised
Warmbier and spoke directly

from the podium to the young man’s parents seated in
the audience. “You are powerful witnesses to a menace
that threatens our world, and your strength truly
inspires us all,” Trump said, as lawmakers gave them a
standing ovation.

But as Trump presses for Korean denuclearization,
betting heavily on his relationship with Kim, the hard line
he signaled that night in Congress has largely evaporated,
prompting angry reactions across the political spectrum.
“I do not see the leader of North Korea as somebody
who’s a friend. We know what happened to Otto, we
know what this country has done,” said House Minority

Leader Kevin McCarthy, the most senior Republican to
break with Trump on the issue. “I support the president’s
effort to denuclearize them, but I do not have a misbelief
of who this leader is.”

‘Detestable’ 
Senator Mark Warner, the top Democrat on the Senate

Intelligence Committee, snapped about Warmbier’s brutal
treatment. “Of course Kim knew about it,” he tweeted.
“Apparently, the President of the United States is the only
one who believes this obvious lie.” An angry House
Intelligence Committee chairman Adam Schiff branded
Trump’s acceptance of Kim’s denial “detestable,” while

Senator Chris Van Hollen said the United States “cannot
give Kim Jong Un a free pass for torturing and murdering
one of our own.” Senator Rob Portman, from Warmbier’s
home city of Cincinnati, delivered a five-minute floor
speech highlighting his “unforgiveable” treatment and the
“brutal” nature of the regime, though he made no mention
of the president’s reversal. And Trump’s former UN
ambassador Nikki Haley, a Republican Party luminary,
said that “Americans know the cruelty that was placed on
Otto Warmbier by the North Korean regime.” But she too
stopped short of criticizing Trump. Several Democrats
took the president’s position as just his latest embrace of
autocratic leaders. — Agencies  
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DONG DANG: North Korea’s leader Kim Jong Un waves before boarding his train at the Dong Dang railway station in
Lang Son yesterday. — AFP 

ANKARA: People walk past election billboards for the candidates of Turkey’s main
opposition bloc, Mansur Yavas for Ankara Metropole and Alper Tasdelen for
Sakarya Street in Ankara yesterday. Turkey will go to the polls for local elections
set on March 31, 2019. — AFP 
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8 hurt in aborted take-off 

LONDON: Eight people suffered minor injuries
during an aborted take-off at London Stansted
Airport, causing flights to be suspended for around
three hours. Crew on the Laudamotion flight to
Vienna suspected engine problems on the runway
shortly after 8:00 pm on Friday. Passengers reported
a bang rocking the cabin. Thomas Steer said there
was a “big bang on the side of the aircraft which
skidded to a stop”. The estate agent, 24, from Essex,
eastern England, said: “It was scary. And then staff
shouting ‘evacuate evacuate’. “My friend opened the
emergency exit and we slid down the slides, a few
old people fell over and the fire brigade treated
them. “No-one was seriously injured, just minor
things.”  — AFP 

23 Afghan troops killed 

KANDAHAR: At least 23 Afghan security forces
were killed in a Taleban attack on a joint US-Afghan
base in southwestern Afghanistan, officials said yes-
terday, as fighting continued during a pause in
peace talks between the insurgents and American
negotiators. Details of the heavy toll from the hours-
long assault on Shorab military base-one of the
largest military installations in the country —  fol-
lowed earlier claims by local and US officials that
Afghan forces had successfully repelled the attack,
killing four militants. The pre-dawn assault, claimed
by the Taleban, saw militants enter the base in
Helmand province and engage in firefights with
Afghan forces. — AFP 

Online bullying scandal

PARIS: Two French journalists were sacked Friday
for their part in an online bullying scandal that has
shaken the country’s media, industry sources said.
David Doucet, the web editor of the hip Les
Inrockuptibles magazine, and his deputy Francois-
Luc Doyez, are the first to lose their jobs for their
involvement in the macho social media “boy’s club”
called the “League of LOL”. A source at the maga-
zine told AFP that its management had taken the
decision because of the men’s “unprofessional con-
duct”. Members of the male-dominated closed
Facebook group were accused of targeting their
feminist and minority colleagues for online abuse.
The French government has vowed to tighten laws
on hate speech and harassment in the wake of the
scandal, which broke last month. — AFP 

Over 4,000 donkeys killed 

NIAMEY: A contagious bacterial infection known
as “equine strep throat” has killed more than 4,000
donkeys in northern Niger since early December,
local officials said yesterday.  “Of the 8,392 donkeys
affected by equine distemper or equine strep throat,
more than half succumbed since the infection
appeared in the first 10 days of December,” said the
regional authorities in Agadez, Niger’s renowned
gateway to the Sahara. The others survived after
being treated for the infection, which hit donkeys in
the Ingall area, public television reported. The gov-
ernment’s minister for pastoral issues, Mohamed
Boucha, visited Agadez this week to assess the
impact of the outbreak.   — AFP 

Trump accuses 
ex-lawyer Cohen of
perjury, citing 
an unpublished book
NEW YORK: Donald Trump accused his former
lawyer of perjury yesterday, saying Michael Cohen’s
scathing testimony to Congress this week contradicted
a manuscript he wrote last year that complimented the
US president. “Wow, just revealed that Michael Cohen
wrote a ‘love letter to Trump’ manuscript for a new
book that he was pushing,” Trump tweeted Friday.
“Book is exact opposite of his fake testimony, which
now is a lie!”

The president called on Congress to demand the
transcript, given to publishers a short time ago and yet
to go on sale. “Michael Cohen’s book manuscript shows
that he committed perjury on a scale not seen before,”
Trump added. Cohen, who worked for the president for
a decade as his top “fixer” at the Trump Organization,
assailed his ex-boss as “a racist... a conman... a cheat”
in testimony Wednesday to the House Oversight
Committee.

In a book proposal Cohen sent to publishers in early
2018 - before he was sentenced to three years in
prison, partly for crimes related to his work for Trump -
the attorney promised a glowing picture of the real
estate billionaire. The manuscript was entitled “Trump
Revolution: From the Tower to the White House,
Understanding Donald J Trump” - and according to the
Daily Beast, it was aimed at offsetting books deeply
critical of the president.

The proposal was pulled back after FBI agents raid-
ed Cohen’s home and offices in April 2018 in an investi-
gation probing the attorney’s taxes and hush payments
he arranged for women who claimed affairs with the

president. “Some time in early 2018, Mr Cohen was
offered a substantial advance for a proposal regarding
a book on understanding Donald Trump,” Cohen’s
lawyer Lanny Davis said. “Mr Cohen ultimately elected
not to proceed.” In the months after the raids, Cohen
went from being a close ally of Trump to a foe, provid-
ing testimony in a plea deal with prosecutors ethat the
president ordered him to make one hush payment and
reimbursed him.

Trump scorned him as “a rat.” Cohen eventually
pleaded guilty to felony charges of misuse of campaign
funds in the hush payment, tax evasion and lying to
Congress. In five hours of testimony Wednesday, he
compared employment with Trump to working for a
“mobster.” Republican lawmakers however attacked
Cohen as an unreliable witness, citing his earlier false
testimony, and accused him of trying to cash in on his
work for Trump with book and film deals. Cohen said
there were no deals in the works, but confirmed he had
been approached and was open to the idea. — AFP 

WASHINGTON: This combo picture shows Michael Cohen
(left), President Trump’s personal lawyer and US President
Donald Trump. Trump accused his former lawyer Michael
Cohen of perjury, saying a manuscript Cohen wrote last
year that complemented Trump contradicted his scathing
testimony to Congress this week. — AFP 

In Trump-Russia
probe, when does
collusion become
a crime?
WASHINGTON: As Special Counsel Robert
Mueller has pursued his investigation into
Moscow’s role in the 2016 US election, legal
experts have debated what sort of contacts
between President Donald Trump’s campaign and
Russia may have violated US criminal law. US intel-
ligence agencies have concluded that Russia used a
scheme of hacking and propaganda to cause dis-
cord in the United States and harm Trump’s
Democratic opponent Hillary Clinton. 

Mueller’s probe, with several Trump campaign
figures already pleading guilty or being convicted,
has documented numerous contacts between
Russians and people close to the president. Mueller,
who has sought to determine whether Trump’s
campaign coordinated with Moscow, is preparing
to submit a report on his investigation to US
Attorney General William Barr. Trump and Russia
have denied collusion and Moscow has denied
election interference. Here is a look at potential
crimes Mueller may examine relating to these con-
tacts and other matters. Trump lawyer Rudy
Giuliani in July 2018 said, “I have been sitting here
looking in the federal code trying to find collusion
as a crime. Collusion is not a crime.” Trump wrote
on Twitter the next day, “Collusion is not a crime,
but that doesn’t matter because there was No
Collusion.” There indeed is no federal crime called
“collusion.” But collusion is a non-legal way of say-
ing conspiracy, which is one of the most commonly
asserted crimes in US federal courts. — Reuters


