
Italian official
commends defense
cooperation with
Kuwait
KUWAIT: Undersecretary of the Italian Ministry of
Defense Raffaele Volpi on Thursday voiced his pleasure
that the Italian frigate ‘Carlo Margottini’ visited Kuwait
for the second time. Speaking to reporters during a
ceremony on the arrival of the frigate at Shuwaikh Port,
Volpi lauded cooperation between the two friendly
countries in various fields, mainly defense and combat-
ing terrorism. He said that such visits are part of the
deep-rooted ties between the two countries.

Meanwhile, Italy’s Ambassador to Kuwait Giuseppe
Scognamiglio thanked Kuwait’s leadership and people
for welcoming the frigate. He said in a similar statement
that the presence of some Italian firms in Kuwait
reflects the deep-rooted relations, strategic partner-
ships and cooperation in all domains. It is the second

visit of the frigate to Kuwait, the first one was last
March. The aim of the visit is to promote cooperation
with the Gulf and region’s countries. The warship

includes a crew of 168 people. It took part in several
key missions pertaining to surveillance, naval security
and anti-piracy activities. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Chairman of the parliamentary committee
entrusted with investigating the rain crisis in November
- MP Adel Al-Damkhi - said that the committee will
complete its report after receiving the State Audit
Bureau’s technical report including recommendations
about those responsible, be they officials or contracting
companies. Damkhi added
that the committee held sev-
eral meetings and listened to
statements by officials at the
Public Authority for Roads
and Transportation (PART),
the Ministry of Public Works
(MPW) and the Public
Authority for Housing Welfare
(PAHW). 

Meanwhile, Minister of
Public Works Jenan Bushehri
said 114 sites in 66 areas and various highways were
affected during the November rain. Responding to a
parliamentary inquiry by MP Khalil Al-Saleh, Bushehri
added that MPW has started repairing various roads
according to the guarantees in the contracts signed

with the responsible companies. 
Notably, statistics about the areas affected by loose

gravel showed that the Capital topped the list with 47
sites in 18 areas, followed by Mubarak Al-Kabeer with
27 sites in eight areas, Hawally and Jahra with 12 sites in
12 areas and Farwaniya and Ahmadi with eight sites in

eight areas. Bushehri added
that repairs would include
removing the damaged top
layer of asphalt and repaving it
at the expense of the compa-
nies executing them, namely
those still within the contract
guarantee period. 

Extra constructions
Kuwait Municipality’s

Acting Director Faisal Al-
Jumaa said extra constructions

in private residential areas violate Kuwait’s structural
plan. Meanwhile, the Municipality Director Ahmad Al-
Manfouhi stressed that he has no secrets when it comes
to municipal projects. Responding to an inquiry by the

Municipal Council member Humoud Al-Enezi concern-
ing not receiving answers to his inquiries about labor
cities because of classified information, Manfouhi
stressed that both the Municipality and the Municipal
Council work together to achieve prosperity for
Kuwait. 

Deadline extended
The Central Agency for Public Tenders agreed to

extend the deadline to file bids for a tender to build,
execute and maintain the Terminal 2 (T2) building and
constructions and the roads leading to the new airport
to April 23 instead of March 24. 

Passenger arrested
Airport security stopped a Bangladeshi man laden

with gold jewelry before departing to his country at T4,
said informed sources, noting that customs inspectors
found the gold hidden in the passenger’s luggage, and
that on searching him, more jewelry was found on him.
The passenger failed to show any documents or bills
proving his ownership of the gold, and was referred to
relevant authorities for further investigations. 

114 sites in 66 areas affected
by November rain: Minister
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Last week, while everyone was enjoying the
national holidays, policemen managed to save
the life of an innocent man in record time.

Interior ministry personnel did a good job saving
the life of a Kuwaiti lawyer who was abducted by
four Arab men. The case is still under investigation,
but has raised several questions from people. The
story, as reported by the lawyer to the media, began
when the lawyer was kidnapped while leaving his
office in the evening and was bundled in a car by
four Arab men. But the kidnappers didn’t expect to
be arrested at a security checkpoint by a Farwaniya
security patrol during a routine search in Kabd,
which has many farms.

The lawyer was hidden under the feet of the kid-
nappers in their car and was handcuffed. Luckily, he
was freed and the kidnappers were arrested.
According to official reports, the abducted lawyer
was taken to a farm in Kabd, where one of the per-
sons interrogated and beat him. So far, the four
defendants have made full confessions to the police,
but the surprise came when they admitted that they
had committed their crime at the instigation of
another lawyer for some money.

The police arrested this lawyer for inciting a
crime. The details of the case have been published
and received many comments. The motive of the
crime will be revealed by the investigations of the
police. But many people wondered about the spon-
sors of these expats. I agree that all their sponsors
must be summoned - whether the crime was with
their consent and knowledge or not. I believe this is
important because here in Kuwait there is a trade in
residency visas, which we often hear about. 

We find people, whether Arabs or Asians, have
valid residencies with sponsors, but they do not
work for them and have nothing to do with them.
Their sole connection is with the money they pay to
them annually for getting the work permit and valid
residency without direct work. So they are left with
no job, and of course, the need for money may lead
them to crime. 

I think that those suspects who were involved in
this crime may be of this category, so this matter
must be seriously considered. We have often heard
of such trafficking, but it is time to conduct an
investigation to protect people’s lives. In case fraud
is proven in this case, it is necessary to close the
files of these companies and force the sponsors to
pay large fines.

These people who extort large sums of money
from poor expats are guilty, and the expats are vic-
tims of this trade because they want to stay in the
country. They don’t want to return home empty-
handed. The path of crime may be a source of quick
money, but it is also a dangerous route and may
lead to imprisonment and deportation after the
prison term ends, with shame and no money.

I believe that there is an important role for the
ministry of social affairs and the public authority for
manpower to open all the files and make surprise
inspection visits to companies to check if all their
workers really work there or not. Thank you to
Farwaniya security for the great effort. You have
done well and saved an innocent life from harm, but
this case will not be the last if there is no move by
other parties.
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KJA announces
general 
assembly 
meeting date
KUWAIT: Kuwait Journalists
Association (KJA) invites all members
who had paid their subscription fees
up until March 2, 2019 (as stipulated by
article 27 of KJA’s chart) to attend an
ordinary general assembly meeting to
be held at 3:00 pm on Monday, March
11, 2019 at its temporary headquarters
in Shuwaikh Industrial area, the main
press street, Al-Balagh magazine
building, plot number 75, second floor.

Notably, the general assembly meet-
ing would be valid by the attendance of
more than half of the total members
with the right to attend it. Otherwise
and in case of lack of quorum, the meet-
ing will be postponed for half an hour
then held with whomever would be
present. The meeting will also include
elections to select seven members for
the 2019-2020 board of directors; to be
held on 4-8 pm on the same day.

Undersecretary of the Italian Ministry of Defense Raffaele Volpi (center) speaks to the press. — Photo by
Joseph Shagra

Union ‘wary of’ oil
sector privatization
By Meshaal Al-Enezi

KUWAIT: Deputy chairman of Kuwait Gulf Oil
Company (KGOC) employees syndicate Saad Rashid
Al-Hajeri said the syndicate is concerned with issues
frustrating oil sector employees, on top of which are
plans to privatize the sector. In a reaction to threats
to privatize the sector, Hajeri stressed that privatiza-
tion would make the sector lose the ability to attract
qualified manpower and that it would make citizens
refrain from joining it because of the risks it involves
and the relatively low wages compared to the gov-
ernment sector. “Such a step is very dangerous for
Kuwait’s future and economy,” he underlined,
describing privatization as an evasion from shoulder-
ing responsibility. Hajeri added that the syndicate
totally rejects privatizing any segment of the oil sec-
tor and that it would fight merchants’ domination. He
also urged the oil minister to work on creating more
stability in the oil sector. 

In other news, Kuwait Ports Authority announced
that court order number 1957/2015 issued against
KGL company evicting it from the over 270,000-
square-meter storage area it had been utilizing at
Doha Port will take effect today - Sunday, March 3,
2019. The authority explained that KGL had previ-
ously delayed implementation of the court order and
unlawfully rented out the disputed area to two sub-
contractors to prolong litigations. 

US education roadshow
lands in Kuwait 
By Ben Garcia 

KUWAIT: A US education roadshow organized by the
International Student Network (ISN) reached Kuwait on Thursday,
and was attended by parents and prospective students. The road-
show also made stops in Abu Dhabi and Dubai, Manama and Beirut,
and will wrap up its five-country tour in Kiev. 

Carine Nassrallah, US Embassy Education Advisor, mentioned
several advantages in choosing the United States for continuing
education, especially on the tertiary level. Nathan Shuler, Vice
Consul at the US Embassy, gave some important reminders on how
to acquire a student visa and how students can make use of their
stay productively and safely.  The event was supported by
AMIDEAST, a leading American nonprofit organization engaged in
international education, training and development activities in the
Middle East and North Africa.

KUWAIT: A lecture hosted during the US education roadshow organized
by the International Student Network (ISN). — Photo by Yasser Al-Zayyat


