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Amir blesses
delegation’s visit
to Iraq: Speaker
BAGHDAD: Speaker of Kuwait’s National Assembly
Marzouq Ali Al-Ghanem, who concluded a visit to Iraq,
affirmed that the Kuwaiti parliamentary delegation’s mission
in the country had been blessed by His Highness the Amir
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. His Highness
the Amir has stood behind this mission due to his concern
for Iraq and his conviction that this country’s stability is
essential for regional stability, said Ghanem during a press
conference with his Iraqi counterpart, Mohamad Al-
Halbusi. The parliament speaker affirmed Iraqi officials’
appreciation for the great role by His Highness the Amir in
the region, namely his efforts for aiding liberated and strick-
en regions in Iraq and hosting of the international confer-
ence for its reconstruction.

Ghanem was speaking at the press conference late
Thursday night upon conclusion of his visit to the country,
along with the accompanying delegation. He described as can-
did and fruitful the talks he had held during the visit with the
Iraqi president, parliament speaker and influential politicians.
“One of the facts I desire to affirm that this visit has been made
possible with blessing and guidance by His Highness the Amir
because of his concern for Iraq and his conviction that its sta-
bility is necessity for stability of the whole region and return of
Iraq to the Arab fold is necessary for all peoples of the region,”
he added. Elaborating, the speaker noted that the ranking fig-
ures he had met hailed the great role played by His Highness
the Amir in the region. “They all rejected the crime perpetrated
by the buried Saddam Hussein against the Kuwaiti people and
the genocides he had committed against the Iraqi people
before the invasion of Kuwait.”

The Kuwaiti parliament speaker affirmed concern on part
of the Iraqi president, the prime minister and the parliament
speaker toward the cause of the Kuwaiti prisoners and miss-
ing citizens, noting that Baghdad’s government set up an
additional budget to cover costs of searching for “remains of
the blessed Kuwaiti martyrs who had fallen during the
aggression.” Ghanem said his talks with the Iraqi leaders
dealt with a host of issues, namely necessity of reactivating
the joint ministerial commission, which should “finalize the file
of demarcating the marine borders,” finishing Khor (harbor)
Abdullah and inking the planned free trade accord between
Kuwait and Iraq. Following a recent visit to Iraq by the
Kuwaiti minister of commerce, “serious steps had been taken
within this framework and toward these objectives,” he con-
tinued. As to strategic ventures planned by Kuwait in the
north and on the islands, the speaker called for a strategic
economic partnership between the two countries, along with
creation of a free trade zone. Ghanem added that the Kuwaiti
delegation informed the Iraqi hosts that the Kuwaiti parlia-
ment would partake in a conference of chief lawmakers of
Iraq’s neighboring countries, due in Baghdad very soon.

Meanwhile, Halbusi has affirmed that Iraq and Kuwait are
capable of forming closer political and trade links due to
their historic, social and geographic roots. The discussions
with speaker Ghanem dealt with joint cooperation and
means to achieve stability in the region, generally, and Iraq,
in particular. The two parties expressed their desire to be at
a “point of convergence,” he said, not at a position of con-
flict and difference.

On the economic scale, Halbusi said that the two sides
looked forward to a partnership focused on harnessing
their geographical location between the Gulf Arab region
and Europe. They also look to ensure an appropriate busi-
ness climate that encourages joint economic projects and
trade. He went on to praise Kuwait’s recent hosting of a
global donor conference for the reconstruction of Islamic
State-liberated Iraqi cities and the Gulf country’s humani-
tarian assistance and grants handed to displaced Iraqis
and cities. —KUNA

AMMAN: National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-
Ghanem toured a number of Syrian refugee camps in
Jordan including Al-Zaatari camp, during his visit to
the country on Friday. Ghanem closely monitored the
living conditions of the refugees, while Kuwait Red
Crescent Society (KRCS) delivered aid to hundreds of
refugees, the Kuwait-based Al-Dustoor news network
said in a statement.

Ghanem was accompanied by KRCS’s Secretary
General Maha Al-Barjas, a number of the society’s
memebers and Kuwaiti Ambassador to Jordan Aziz Al-
Dehani. Friday’s visit to Syrian refugee camps and
yesterday’s visit to Palestinian refugee camps, as well
the previous Kuwaiti visits
are part of the country’s
thrive to resolve the deterio-
rating humanitarian issue,
Ghanem told reporters.

Furthermore, he noted
Kuwait’s continuous efforts
to ease the suffering of these
refugees through hosting
donors conferences, deliver-
ing humanitarian aid by
KRCS and other Kuwaiti
charitable societies and contributing to the UN’s
agencies in charge of this file. Speaker Ghanem and
his parliamentary delegation arrived in the capital
Amman earlier on Friday to take part in the 29th con-
ference of the Arab Inter-Parliament Union (AIPU)
due on March 3-4. 

Meanwhile, Kuwait’s Ambassador to Jordan Aziz
Al-Daihani said that at the behest of His Highness the
Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah,
relief campaigns launched by Kuwaiti charities for
Syrian refugees in Jordan is continuing. He made his
remarks following the distribution by the visiting
Kuwaiti delegation led by Ghanem of humanitarian aid

at refugee camps. Kuwait has been offering relief aid
to Syrian refugees since the outbreak of their coun-
try’s crisis, the ambassador said, recalling that his
country has also helped Palestinian refugees for years.
Joined by Kuwaiti MPs and KRCS Secretary-General
Barjas, the current initiative is the extension of
Kuwait’s leading humanitarian role, he boasted. The
Kuwaiti ambassador also voiced much gratitude to
Jordan for hosting Syrian refugees and providing them
with a safe and stable atmosphere over years.

Separately, Ghanem toured yesterday the Jordan
Red Crescent Society (JNRCS) and its facilities. He
visited KRCS’ campaign titled ‘From the Children of

Kuwait to the Children of
Palestine’ at Al-Wehdat camp
for Palestinian refugees in
order to provide aid and gifts
to Palestinian young refugees.
Ghanem and his accompany-
ing delegation also visited Al-
Husain Cancer Center, where
they were briefed on informa-
tive data about the facilities
and patients.

Chairman of Jordan Red
Crescent Society Dr Ahmad Al-Hadeed praised
Kuwait’s keenness to support regional and interna-
tional humanitarian projects. “His Highness the Amir
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah has laid
the foundations of humanitarian action until it became
one of the foundations of Kuwait’s foreign policy,”
Hadeed said. The UN initiative of naming His Highness
the Amir as a humanitarian leader and Kuwait as a
humanitarian center is the result of these pioneering
humanitarian principles pursued by Kuwait, he added.

Hadeed evaluated Kuwaiti efforts at international
forums especially through its current membership at
the UNSC, especially by supporting the Yemeni and

Syrian issues. “Kuwait, by hosting donors’ confer-
ences and participating actively through financial
commitments, contributed greatly to alleviating the
human suffering of the Syrian refugees and their
hosting communities in the region,” he said. In this
regard, he praised Kuwait’s unofficial efforts through
public organizations and charities, notably the Kuwait
Islamic International Charity Organization and
Kuwait Red Crescent Society, where they launched
large-scale relief campaigns and distributed aid to

Syrian refugees and displaced people. He also com-
mended the Kuwaiti humanitarian support extended
to various countries of the region, including relief
operations for Iraqi and Palestinian refugees. The
number of Syrian refugees benefiting from KRCS’
projects reached 217,673, he pointed out. The Kuwaiti
delegation also opened the KRCS clinic to treat
Syrian refugees and an inspection visit of the facili-
ties of the Jordanian Red Crescent, including the
technical training center.  —KUNA

National Assembly Speaker visits
Syrian refugee camps in Jordan

Ghanem distributes gifts to Palestinian young refugees

AMMAN: National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem hands over aid during a visit to Syrian refugee
camps in Jordan. —KUNA
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Kuwait shelters
1,000 Rohingya
refugees in
Bangladesh
NEW DELHI: Kuwait Red Crescent Society (KRCS)
announced handing over 1,000 ready-to-use integrated
shelter homes to Rohingya refugees living in Cox’s Bazar
of Bangladesh. This humanitarian project was made possi-
ble in cooperation with Qatar Red Crescent Society
(QRS), KRCS’ Chairman Dr Hilal Al-Sayer said. Sayer
hailed the cooperation and coordination between the
KRCS and QRS, as it is contributing to the consolidation
of joint efforts and strengthening of relief work in various
countries. He also stressed that such a project would serve
about 1,000 needy Rohingya families, particularly widows,
children, and people with special needs, adding the house
are equipped with basic needs and requirements.

The Rohingya refugees suffer from tragic circum-
stances, Sayer noted, adding they are currently in a
desperate need for an assistance in various forms. He
expressed hope that the Kuwaiti aid would contribute
to alleviate their suffering to great extent as it is based
on directives of global Humanitarian Leader His
Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah. KRCS sprang into action to provide basic
humanitarian aid to the Rohingya Muslims in
Bangladesh under the direction and guidance of
Kuwait’s leadership, Sayer said. The shelter houses’
handing over ceremony was held in presence of Kuwait
Ambassador to Bangladesh Adel Hayat and QRS’
General Secretary Ali Al-Hammadi. The total number of
Rohingya Muslims fleeing killings and persecution in
Myanmar since the displacement crisis started is esti-
mated to be more than half a million.

In other news, a KRCS delegation headed by
Deputy Chairman Anwar Al-Hasawi and accompanied

by Kuwait Ambassador to India Jassim Al-Najim made
visits on Friday and Saturday to Kerala to extend help
for the flood victims. Hasawi said in a statement that the
KRCS teams distributed humanitarian supplies for the
victims of the disastrous flood that had engulfed the
south Indian state in August 2018, with the cooperation
of Indian Red Cross Society. He added that the organi-
zation’s efforts are based on directives of the world
humanitarian leader His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah to support the vic-
tims of natural calamities across the world.

Meanwhile, Ambassador Najim who participated in

the aid delivery ceremony as the guest of honor said
that KRCS represents Kuwaiti people in their generosi-
ty and charity, adding that humanitarian support would
further cement ties between the two friendly peoples.
The chairman of Indian Red Cross Society’s Kerala
chapter VP Muralidharan thanked Hasawi and the
ambassador for participating in the relief distribution
program and hailed the KRCS positive role in Kerala.
As a result of Kerala’s floods, considered to be the
worst, around 480 people lost their lives and thousands
of houses and other infrastructural installations were
destroyed.  —KUNA

COX’S BAZAR, Bangladesh: Volunteers pose with Rohingya refugees living in Cox’s Bazar of
Bangladesh —KUNA

Kuwait keen
to alleviate
Muslims’ woes
ABU DHABI: Kuwaiti Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign
Minister Sheikh Sabah Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah said
on Friday his country is eager to lift the suffering of ill-
fated Muslims and to find peaceful solutions to all OIC
issues. Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled made the remark during
the 46th meeting of Organization of Islamic Cooperation
(OIC) foreign ministers held in Abu Dhabi. He said the
gathering coincides with the 50th anniversary of the OIC,
which was created in 1969 following the blazing of Al-
Aqsa Mosque, urging everyone to capitalize on this occa-
sion to review the body’s achievements. Politically, critical
and significant issues still receive mixed positions during
international gatherings, he said, citing the UN General
Assembly’s recent vote on Jerusalem-bearing resolution.

Economically, more efforts need to be exerted in
order to boost trade and economic exchange with a
view to notching up effective integration for creating an
economic force that could play a key role in an econom-
ically changeable world, the Kuwaiti minister said. He
went on to say that today’s message should fulfill the

expectations of Muslim people and tackle ongoing
developments and swift changes, eventually serving the
interest of the Muslim world. “It is our duty to call on
you to achieve this integration by means of taking the
organization and its work up to a stage that could pro-
mote its international presence and weight,” he noted.
He underlined the significance of commitment to the
principles of international law that regulates relations
among states in line with the OIC charter, including
good-neighborliness, non-interference in others’ inter-
nal affairs, respect of states’ sovereignty and compli-
ance with international conventions and treaties in order
to resolve all differences by peaceful means.

Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled emphasized that Kuwait,
through its non-permanent UNSC membership, would
leave no stone unturned to deliver the message of the tol-
erant religion of Islam and its noble value, urging all OIC
member states to work together to achieve the OIC’s
goals. He voiced gratitude to the UAE for hosting this
gathering and hospitability and OIC Secretary-General
Yousef Al-Othaimeen’s efforts for organizing the event.

Separately, Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled discussed with
UN Economic and Social Commission for Western Asia
(ESCWA) Executive Secretary Dr Rola Dashti the strong
relations between the two sides, and ways to boost joint
work. Dashti presented a comprehensive report on
ESCWA activities and efforts on the regional and interna-
tional levels. She also thanked the State of Kuwait for

their support to the commission, including supporting
ESCWA various projects.

In the meantime, Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled met his
Omani counterpart Yousef bin Allawi. The two ministers
considered Kuwaiti-Omani ties and ways of promoting
them in various areas, along with a number of issues of
mutual interest. Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled also met with his
counterparts of Niger, Maldives, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan,
and Chad on the sidelines of the 46th meeting of OIC for-
eign ministers.  —KUNA

ABU DHABI: Kuwaiti Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister
Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah meets his Omani
counterpart Yousef bin Allawi on the sidelines of the 46th meet-
ing of OIC foreign ministers. —KUNA


