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Rockies pound Ryu, end Dodgers’
dominance for 13-9 win in Denver
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Olson homers twice, powers Athletics past Angels
DENVER: Nolan Arenado homered and had four hits,
David Dahl and Pat Valaika also went deep, and the
Colorado Rockies beat the Los Angeles Dodgers 13-9
on Friday night in Denver. Charlie Blackmon had three
hits and three runs, and Antonio Senzatela (7-5) tossed
five innings to help Colorado end a 12-game losing
streak to Los Angeles. Max Muncy and Alex Verdugo
homered for the Dodgers. Los Angeles led 5-2 entering
the fifth inning, when the Rockies sent 13 men to the
plate and scored eight runs. Valaika got it going with a
two-run homer, Ian Desmond hit a run-scoring double,
and Dahl gave the Rockies a 7-5 lead with his homer.
Daniel Murphy, Valaika and Blackmon added RBI sin-
gles in the rally.

ORIOLES 13, INDIANS 0
Chance Sisco homered and drove in five runs,

Anthony Santander homered and had four RBIs, and
Baltimore routed visiting Cleveland. Sisco hit a two-run
homer in the first inning and an RBI single in the second
against Cleveland starter Mike Clevinger (1-2), who
lasted just 1 2/3 innings. The Orioles jumped to an 8-0
lead with two early four-run rallies. Baltimore had lost
13 of its previous 14 games, including the past three in a
row. Orioles starter John Means (7-4) came off the
injured list after recovering from a shoulder strain, and
he threw five shutout innings.

WHITE SOX 6, TWINS 4
Ross Detwiler pitched five strong innings to earn the

victory in his Chicago debut, and James McCann and
Eloy Jimenez hit two-run home runs in a home win over
Minnesota. Miguel Sano hit a pair of two-run home
runs for Minnesota, including one in the ninth inning
that summoned White Sox closer Alex Colome, who
retired the final three hitters to notch his 17th save in 18
opportunities. Detwiler (1-0) pitched five innings of
six-hit, two-run ball with three strikeouts and no walks.
The White Sox purchased the left-hander’s contract
from Triple-A Charlotte before the game.

ATHLETICS 7, ANGELS 2
Matt Olson had two home runs and five RBIs before

the end of the third inning, helping visiting Oakland
cruise to a victory over Los Angeles in Anaheim, Calif.
Olson connected against Angels opener Noe Ramirez
in the first inning for a two-run homer, then hit a three-
run homer in the third off Felix Pena, raising his season
total to 16. That was all that Oakland starter Mike Fiers
needed. The only offense the Angels could muster
against Fiers (8-3) came in the sixth inning when
Shohei Ohtani reached on an infield single, took second
on a wild pitch and scored on a single by Albert Pujols,
cutting Oakland’s lead to 5-1.

BLUE JAYS 6, ROYALS 2
Eric Sogard hit the go-ahead home run with two

outs in the seventh inning, Lourdes Gurriel Jr. homered
twice, and Toronto defeated visiting Kansas City.
Randal Grichuk added a two-run homer in the eighth
for the Blue Jays, who had lost their three previous

games. Daniel Hudson (4-2) allowed one hit and struck
out three in 1 1/3 innings to pick up the win. Martin
Maldonado hit a home run and added two doubles for
the Royals, who took a 2-0 lead in the top of the sixth
before Toronto rallied.

RANGERS 5, RAYS 0
Lance Lynn pitched eight strong innings, and Texas

defeated Tampa Bay in St. Petersburg, Fla., for its sixth
straight win. Rougned Odor had three hits and an RBI
for Texas, and Ronald Guzman had two RBIs. Lynn (10-
4) allowed three hits, struck out 10 and walked one
while reaching double digits in wins for the seventh
straight season. He left after throwing 112 pitches in his
longest outing of the season in terms of innings. Jose
Leclerc pitched around a ninth-inning walk to complete
the shutout. Coming off a marathon 18-inning, 5-2 vic-
tory at Minnesota on Thursday, the Rays didn’t manage
an extra-base hit until the eighth inning in losing for the
12th time in their past 17 games.

PIRATES 3, BREWERS 2
Kevin Newman drove in the go-ahead run in the

ninth inning, and visiting Pittsburgh rallied for a win
against Milwaukee. Newman also homered, Bryan
Reynolds had three hits and a walk, and Adam Frazier
had two hits for the Pirates, who have won seven of
their past eight. Pittsburgh starter Chris Archer went
four innings, allowing two runs and three hits. Felipe
Vazquez (2-0) earned the victory. Ben Gamel had two
hits for the Brewers, who have lost eight of 11.

REDS 6, CUBS 3
Joey Votto ripped an RBI single to highlight a four-

hit performance, and Sonny Gray tossed 6 1/3 strong
innings as host Cincinnati recorded a victory over
Chicago. Phillip Ervin belted a homer to lead off the
second inning, and rookie Nick Senzel had a two-run
double to ignite a four-run fourth for the Reds, who
snapped a four-game losing streak. Jason Heyward
launched a two-run homer in the seventh inning for
Chicago, which saw starter Cole Hamels (6-3) depart
after tossing a warm-up pitch prior to the start of the
second. The Cubs announced that Hamels felt some-
thing in his left side.

BRAVES 6, METS 2
Mike Soroka tossed 6 1/3 strong innings to earn the

win, and Atlanta never trailed after Austin Riley
launched a two-run homer in the second inning in a
victory at New York. The Braves improved to 19-7 this
month, the best record in the majors during that span.
The Mets lost their sixth straight and fell to a National
League-worst 9-17 in June. Soroka (9-1) allowed two
runs on seven hits and no walks while striking out four
as he once again became eligible to qualify for the NL
ERA title. The 21-year-old right-hander has a 2.13
ERA-the second lowest in the league behind the Los
Angeles Dodgers’ Hyun-Jin Ryu-in 84 2/3 innings.
Soroka retired the first 10 batters he faced before Pete
Alonso homered to close the Braves’ lead to 3-1.

MARLINS 6, PHILLIES 2
Brian Anderson homered, doubled and drove in three

runs to lead Miami to a victory over visiting
Philadelphia. Garrett Cooper had three hits and two
RBIs for the Marlins, who snapped a three-game slide.
The loss snapped the Phillies’ four-game winning
streak. Miami starter Elieser Hernandez (1-2) scattered
three hits in 5 2/3 innings, allowing two runs. Hernandez
struck out seven and walked two. Phillies starter Vince
Velasquez (2-5) allowed four runs, six hits, struck out
six and walked two in 4 1/3 innings.

NATIONALS 3, TIGERS 1
Anibal Sanchez pitched six strong innings in his

return to Comerica Park, Juan Soto blasted a solo
homer, and Washington handed host Detroit its eighth
straight loss. Sanchez (4-6) pitched for the Tigers
from 2012-17. He had never previously faced Detroit
in his long career. The right-hander gave up one run
on six hits and one walk while striking out eight.
Howie Kendrick supplied two hits and an RBI for the
Nationals, who have won nine of their past 11 games.
Nicholas Castellanos’ homer accounted for the lone
Detroit run. The Tigers have lost 21 of their last 23
home games.

ASTROS 2, MARINERS 1 (10 INNINGS)
Yuli Gurriel hit a walk-off home run with one out in

the 10th inning, and Houston survived another sluggish
offensive effort to beat visiting Seattle. Gurriel drilled a
2-2 fastball from Matt Festa (0-2) out to left field for his
eighth home run on the season, making a winner of Will

Harris (2-1) and saving the Astros from another tough
loss. Houston has scored just four runs over its past
three games. Josh Reddick breathed life back into the
Astros with his two-out, eighth-inning home run-his
10th. Seattle’s Austin Nola hit his first career homer in
the third inning for the game’s first run.

PADRES 3, CARDINALS 1
Fernando Tatis Jr. and Eric Hosmer hit back-to-back

homers off Michael Wacha in the sixth inning to power
host San Diego to a win over visiting St Louis. The
home runs erased a 1-0 Cardinals lead that came on a
fourth-inning run that erased a season-worst streak of
19 straight scoreless innings by St. Louis. Wacha (5-4)
took the loss despite allowing only two runs on six hits
and a walk with two strikeouts over seven innings.
Padres starter Eric Lauer needed 98 pitches to negoti-
ate four innings. Cal Quantrill (2-2) allowed a hit and a
walk with two strikeouts in two scoreless innings to
get the win.

GIANTS 6, DIAMONDBACKS 3
Buster Posey and Brandon Crawford had three hits

apiece, and Alex Dickerson added a home run, power-
ing host San Francisco to a win over Arizona. Rookie
Shaun Anderson (3-2) took a lead into the sixth inning,
and four relievers combined for 3 1/3 innings of one-
run ball, helping the Giants beat the Diamondbacks in
San Francisco for the first time in five tries this season.
Jarrod Dyson and Carson Kelly had three hits apiece
while Eduardo Escobar collected two for the
Diamondbacks. -— Reuters

DENVER:  Ian Desmond #20 of the Colorado Rockies hits a 2 RBI double in the fifth inning against the Los
Angeles Dodgers at Coors Field in Denver, Colorado. — AFP

WASHINGTON: Nate Lashley maintained his one-
shot lead at the US PGA Tour’s Rocket Mortgage
Classic Friday, firing a five-under par 67 for a 14-
under par total of 130 to keep red-hot Cameron
Champ at bay.

Champ, seeking the second victory of his inaugu-
ral US PGA Tour season, surged up the leaderboard
at Detroit Golf Club with an eight-under 28 on the
front nine before finishing with a seven-under 65. He
was in the clubhouse on 13-under 131 as Lashley, an
alternate who was the last player to make it into the
field, finished his follow-up to a first-round 63.

Two-under through his first nine holes, Lashley
added three birdies coming in, including back-to-
back birdies at the first and second and a birdie at
the par-five seventh. Champ, who missed the cut in
eight of his last 10 starts, set a sizzling early pace,
reeling off five birdies in a row starting at the second
hole before an eagle at the par-five seventh and a
birdie at the ninth.

He needed only 12 putts on the front side with
birdie putts from six feet at two, 11 feet at the third,
eight feet at the par-5 fourth, 13 feet at the par-3 fifth
and 14 feet at the sixth, then eagled from seven feet
at seven and dropped a birdie putt from just inside 19
feet at the par-3 ninth. “The putt on five, the par-3
there, was a big breaker downhill. I put it right down
the middle,” Champ said. “On six same thing.
Everything kept flowing. For the first nine holes, the
hole looked pretty big for a while.”

While visions of breaking 60 abounded, Champ
cooled off on the back nine, making bogey at 13 and
following a birdie at the par-5 17th on a nine-foot
putt with a closing bogey, missing a four-footer for
par. “The back side, I really didn’t play terrible. I just
hit a few shots that limited my ability to get it close to
the hole,” Champ said. “Missed a few putts I wish I
could get back but that’s how it goes.” Champ’s only
prior US PGA title came last October at the start of
the current campaign when he captured the
Sanderson Farms Championship, which was played
opposite the WGC HSBC Champions event in
Shanghai. Charles Howell was alone in third after a 67
for 132. Gary Woodland, the American who won his
first major title two weeks ago at the US Open at
Pebble Beach, fired a 69 but his two-under total of
142 saw him miss the cut by three strokes, as did
world number two Dustin Johnson. — AFP

Lashley hangs onto 
PGA Tour lead as 
Champ charges

SPIELBERG: Charles Leclerc topped the times after a
gusty wind and a more demanding set of twists and gradi-
ent changes served up the  season’s most incident-filled
practice with two red-flag interruptions at the Austrian
Grand Prix on Friday.

Leclerc for Ferrari posted the quickest lap ahead of
Mercedes’ Valtteri Bottas and Red Bull’s Pierre Gasly, but
it was an afternoon of errors and mishaps that saw three of
the sport’s top drivers in dramatic off-circuit excursions.

On a sweltering afternoon in the Styrian Alps, with an
air temperature of 31 and the track at 55 degrees, defend-
ing five-time champion Lewis Hamilton was fourth for
Mercedes and Sebastian Vettel was eighth in the second
Ferrari. Max Verstappen, who wound up ninth, crashed his
Red Bull as did Bottas later in his Mercedes, both men
escaping unhurt. “I was already complaining about the
wind being tricky and then I got in the corner and the rear
turned around,” said Verstappen. “These cars, in general,
are really sensitive to the wind and crashes can happen...”
Bottas said: “It’s all ok. I just lost the rear end suddenly
into Turn Five. It was very unexpected, I made a correc-
tion, but it was a bit too late. “This afternoon is a bit more
windy and the track is very penalising on making mistakes.
It can happen I guess.”

While Bottas continued, Verstappen was left to rely on

Gasly to give him the long-run data for today. “In general, I
was happy with the car and that’s what I focused on,” said
Verstappen. “I don’t know if I can get on the second row
yet, but we’ll see.” 

Carlos Sainz was fifth for McLaren ahead of Romain
Grosjean of Haas, Kimi Raikkonen of Alfa Romeo, Vettel,
Verstappen and British rookie Lando Norris in the second
McLaren. Slewed off’. Five days after a flat, processional
and uneventful French Grand Prix, the Spielberg circuit
delivered the busiest and most chaotic free practice of the
season, as Mercedes struggled to repeat their customary
supremacy.

Hamilton had been fastest in the morning’s opening ses-
sion, the first time this year he topped FP1, but it was a dif-
ferent story in the afternoon heat as Leclerc set the pace.
The Monegasque driver put his Ferrari on top after 16
minutes and despite being outpaced by Bottas and then
Hamilton he found a response that lifted him beyond them
again with half an hour remaining.

By then, Bottas was back in the paddock after losing
control of the rear end of his Mercedes at Turn Six where
he slewed off into the gravel and hit the barriers head-on.
Both front wheels broke free, but were retained in their
tethers. “Is he ok?” asked Vettel on Ferrari team radio, just
10 minutes before he, also, lost control of his car at T10
and managed to catch it, in a frantic flash of drama, before
he crashed.

He returned to the pits for new tyres as the third of the
main front-runners to have had difficulties, Verstappen
having smashed into the wall at Turn 10 to bring out the
red flags for the first time in his Red Bull after 37 minutes.
The Dutchman, backed by a very sizeable ‘orange army’ of
fans, lost the rear end and crashed backwards. He walked,
or ran, back to the pits.—AFP
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SPIELBERG: Ferrari’s Monegasque driver Charles Leclerc sits in the car at his team garage in the pit lane during
the qualifying session of the Austrian Formula One Grand Prix in Spielberg yesterday. Ferrari’s Charles Leclerc
shut out Lewis Hamilton to take pole for the Austrian Grand Prix with a new lap record in final qualifying. —AFP

SAN DIEGO: Richard Commey knocked down Ray
Beltran four times en route to a dominant eighth
round technical knockout victory in an IBF light-
weight fight on Friday.

The pair were supposed to fight for Commey’s
135-pound title but that was scuttled after Beltran
couldn’t make the weight at Thursday’s weigh-in.
The 32-year-old Commey, of Ghana, ended the fight
when Beltran walked into a crushing left hook to the
chin that sent the Mexican flying backwards across
the ring.  A dazed Beltran got up but the referee
stopped the fight, putting an end to the lopsided
bout at the Pechanga Casino in Temecula, California.
Commey knocked Beltran down twice in the first
round-first with a right hand halfway through the
round, and then again moments later while he had
him pinned on the ropes.

In the fifth, Commey hit Beltran with a short left
hook on the nose that sent him to the canvas for the
third time. It looked like the referee might step in
and stop the fight, but Beltran worked his way off the
ropes and was able to continue.

This was the fifth straight win for Commey after
back to back losses. The planned title fight was
thrown into chaos when Beltran badly missed weight
on Thursday, coming in at 136.8 pounds. Organizers
fined Beltran $40,000 with $20,000 going to the
boxing commission and $20,000 being added to
Commey’s purse of $350,000.

Commey, who improved to 29-2, with 26 knock-
outs, won a vacant world title by second-round
knockout of Isa Chaniev on February 2. However
during that fight he suffered a right hand injury that
ended a title unification bout with pound-for-pound
king Vasiliy Lomachenko in April.

Lomachenko ultimately faced WBA mandatory
challenger Anthony Crolla, knocking him out in the
fourth round.  Beltran dropped to 36-9-1 as he was
seeking to win a world title for the second time after
having won a vacant belt by decision over Paulus
Moses in February 2018. On the undercard, unde-
feated Carlos Adams won his 18th straight fight with
a unanimous decision victory over Patrick Day in a
junior middleweight bout. — AFP

Commey batters
Beltran with 8th
round knockout


