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Fe a t u r e s

Protestors from Climate change group Extinction rebellion walk through Glastonbury Festival of Music and Performing Arts.Revelers attend the Glastonbury Festival of Music and Performing Arts on Worthy Farm near the village of Pilton in Somerset,
South West England. — AFP photos

Artist Perry Dino paints at his studio in Hong Kong, China. — Reuters 

The stages are up, tents are pitched and
thousands are arriving, but one traditional
element is happily missing so far at the

2019 Glastonbury music festival: mud. Since
1970, revelers flocking to the five-day event,
held on a farm in Somerset, southwest England,
have become experts in navigating the often
waterlogged 350-hectare site. Some years
have seen the heavens open-with 60.1 millime-
ters of rain falling on a single day in 2007, the
most in nearly a century-leaving festival-goers
sodden and squelching through mud. 

But the 49th edition of one of the world’s
biggest musical celebrations, which British
grime artist Stormzy will kick start Friday night
with a headline performance, is taking place as
most of Europe swelters in record-breaking
heat. Although the temperatures in Britain are
more modest, it has been sharing in the unusu-
ally dry conditions, meaning many of the
130,000 festival-goers already at Glastonbury
early Friday had left their “wellies”-knee-high
rubber boots-at home this year. That was a
first for 17-time Glastonbury veteran Rory
Davidson, a 48-year-old banker who has seen
tents engulfed in mud on previous occasions.

John Nobel, 36, another long-time attendee
going boot-less in 2019, recalled being an
“ignorant youth” on his first visit in 2004 and
making the costly mistake of not bringing a
pair. “I had to get plastic bags over my shoes,”
he told AFP, basking in sunshine in a flowery
shirt as the memories flooded back. “It takes
twice as long to go from A to B, because the

mud is very thick, so it’s very difficult to move.
“You can’t sit down anywhere. If you can’t get
dry, it does get a bit wearying by the end.”

Glastonbury chic   
Temperatures were tipped to reach 30

degrees Celsius in Glastonbury on Friday, sig-
nificantly higher than the June average of 19C
for the region. The parched conditions emanat-
ing from a heat wave crippling central and
southern Europe are almost certainly linked to

climate change, according to Nicky Maxey of
the Met Office, Britain’s national weather serv-
ice. For Ronan McNern, a spokesman for the
Extinction Rebellion environmental activist
group, the lack of rain and mud shows “the
rhythm of the season is going out of whack”.

Even though it makes the festival more
enjoyable, it is “definitely worrying”, he said.
Despite the absence of the Glastonbury’s infa-
mous mud, some are sticking with their trusted
wellies. “What else would you wear?” said
actress Leona Vaughan, 24. “Wellies are not
just for the weather, but also they are
Glastonbury.”  Making her fifth pilgrimage to
the festival, she bought her first pair of the rub-
ber boots for her first “Glasto”-as some nick-
name the event-and is still wearing them. “It’s
trendy-just like the glitter,” added Vaughan,
referencing her colorfully made-up face.

Anna Price, 25, agreed: “it’s Glastonbury
chic”. Her 15-strong group of friends from
Oxford and London had all turned out in
wellies, so they were prepared for anything. “I
kind of wish I was wearing sandals, but you
just don’t know what you (might) encounter at
a festival,” Shalini Rawlley said. The 32-year-
old London charity worker had opted for a pair
of pink patterned boots, to match her bright
and sparkling outfit boasting mermaids and
unicorns. “If not at a festival, then where?” she
said of her colorful attire.—AFP

Ms Lauryn Hill performs on the Pyramid Stage.

British singer Skye
Edwards performs
with her band
Morcheeba on the
Avalon stage.

British rapper
Stormzy performs on
the Pyramid Stage.

For 53-year-old Perry Dino, a paint-
brush and canvas are weapons for
opposing the Hong Kong government

as it faces mass protests against a now-
suspended bill that would allow extradi-
tions to mainland China. Dino, who has
painted many of Hong Kong’s social move-
ments including the pro-democracy
Umbrella Movement in 2014, considers it
important to record what is happening in
the Chinese-ruled city.

“I am already one of those standing on
the front line to defend Hong Kong,” Dino
told Reuters. Hong Kong’s government has
indefinitely suspended the bill that would
allow criminal suspects to be sent to main-
land China for trial in courts controlled by
the Communist Party. However activists,
mostly students in face masks, hard-hats
and goggles, are demanding the bill be fully
withdrawn.

The bill has seen millions of people,
fearing erosion of freedoms promised when
Hong Kong returned to Chinese rule in
1997, throng the streets in protest, plunging
the former British colony into political cri-
sis. Braving tear gas, rubber bullets and
beanbag rounds earlier this month when
protests turned violent, Dino says he has
drawn and painted as much as he can about
the mass rallies.

“I hope the future generation can under-
stand what Hong Kong has gone through,”
he said. Dino, a part-time teacher, says he
hopes that when Hong Kong has true
democracy, he can donate his artwork to a
“democracy progression museum”. None
of his artwork is currently for sale. “Making
how much money doesn’t matter to me.
Only the future matters,” he said.

Among his paintings, which feature col-
orful brushstrokes, are ones showing
demonstrators’ tents occupying major thor-
oughfares and a flower-etched tribute to a
protester who fell to his death. One paint-
ing depicts police firing tear gas, with thick
plumes of smoke billowing across a mass of
demonstrators. An abstract canvas shows
activists shielding their eyes as they flee
while a police officer with a rifle grins.

Since he started doing protest artwork
in 2012, Dino has joined the annual June 4
Tianamen vigil and he made 25 paintings
during the 2014 umbrella movement,
when protesters paralyzed parts of the
financial hub for 79 days. Dino said that
during protests, Hong Kong police have
told him to paint somewhere else. In the
mainland, Chinese censors strive to erase
or block news or depictions of the
protests. —Reuters

Disgraced movie mogul Harvey Weinstein has hired two
new lawyers, including a woman, making his third
change of legal representation barely two months

before his trial on sexual assault charges. Weinstein’s new
lawyers are Chicago-based Damon Cheronis and Donna
Rotunno, a former prosecutor who specializes in defending
men accused of sexual assault. Their firm confirmed Friday
they would be taking on the case.

Weinstein faces charges involving two different women-
one who alleges he raped her in 2013, the other that he
forced her to perform oral sex in 2006. Their cases were
among a cascade of accusations against Weinstein that cat-
alyzed the #MeToo movement. In an interview with Chicago
Magazine in 2018, Rotunno questioned the #MeToo move-
ment’s insistence on “believing the women.” “We are in an
era of conviction by allegation in this country right now,” she
said, “which flies in the face of the entire principle of inno-
cent until proven guilty.” 

As a woman, she said, she could cross-examine alleged
female victims more aggressively than a male lawyer. “He
may be an excellent lawyer, but if he goes at that woman
with the same venom that I do, he looks like a bully. If I do it,
nobody even bats an eyelash. And it’s been very effective.”
Weinstein has changed lawyers three times since he was first
charged in New York in May 2018. His first lawyer, star New
York defense attorney Ben Brafman, withdrew from the case
in January. Brafman’s replacement-high-flying lawyers
Ronald Sullivan and Jose Baez-pulled out one after another
six months later. Sullivan, a Harvard law professor, withdrew
from the case in May after coming under intense pressure on
campus for defending the man seen as having given rise to
the #MeToo movement. Baez backed out earlier this month,
citing “fundamental disagreements” with Weinstein and
telling the judge that his client’s behavior had made repre-
senting him “unreasonably difficult.”

The change in lawyers should be confirmed during a
Manhattan court hearing scheduled for July 11, the office of
the prosecution said Friday. The trial schedule remains
unchanged, with jury selection to begin September 9. The
new lawyers have agreed to the date in court filings, US
media reported. Once one of the most powerful men in
Hollywood, Weinstein has been accused of harassment and
assault by more than 80 women, including stars such as
Angelina Jolie and Ashley Judd.—AFP

The world’s most famous painting, the
“Mona Lisa”, is to be moved so her
room in the Louvre can be spruced

up, the Paris museum said on Friday.
Leonardo da Vinci’s masterpiece will be
carried less than “100 paces” to the
adjoining Medici gallery during the night
of July 16, the museum’s director Jean-Luc
Martinez said. The fragile 500-year-old
painting is very rarely handled, and will
remain protected by bulletproof glass in
its temporary home.

The portrait of a Florentine noble will
be returned to her spot in the States
Room just before a blockbuster Leonardo
exhibition opens at the world’s biggest
museum in October. The Louvre holds the
largest collection of the Italian artist’s
work. Martinez said the move was part of

an immense rolling renovation of the
museum, which is struggling to cope with
more than 10 million visitors a year.

Tens of thousands of people each day
pass through the room in which the paint-
ing is shown opposite Paolo Veronese’s
giant canvass, “The Wedding Feast at
Cana”. It has been sealed inside protec-
tive wooden shuttering while the work
goes on.

Blockbuster Leonardo show
“The population of a town” passes

every day through the room, said
Martinez, which hasn’t been redecorated
since the early 2000s. He said the “Mona
Lisa” will stay in its original place for the
Leonardo show-which begins on October
24 — as hanging it with the polymath’s
other works would have caused such bot-
tlenecks that visitor numbers would have
to be limited. “We could not deprive
15,000 people a day from seeing the
‘Mona Lisa’,” the director insisted.

The painting, thought to have been
begun in the first years of the 16th centu-
ry, has been moved very rarely since it
was first housed in the Louvre in 1804.
Indeed it hasn’t left its walls in 45 years,
and curators are strongly opposed to it
doing so again, citing its fragility. The
painting was done on a thin panel of
poplar, which has buckled over time,
revealing a thin slit. It last travelled in
1974 to Russia and Japan, having crossed
the Atlantic in 1964 to be shown in the
United States despite the fierce protests
of the Louvre’s curators.

The lady’s not for touring 
France’s last culture minister,

Francoise Nyssen, had hinted that it
might tour during the refurbishment
work. Locals in Lens, a former mining
town in the north of France which houses
an outpost of the Louvre, campaigned
for the “Mona Lisa” to be exhibited
there. Football fans even unveiled a huge
banner of her in the local team’s colours
as part of their charm offensive. Her
hometown Florence has also pleaded for
the painting to be shown there.—AFP

In this file photo, the famous painting by Italian
artist Leonardo da Vinci, the Joconde ‘Mona
Lisa,’ is on display in the Salle des Etats room
at the Louvre museum in Paris. — AFP


