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PARIS: Tourists stand near the Trocadero Fountain in Paris during a heatwave. The temperature in France on June 28 surpassed 45 degrees Celsius for the first time as Europe wilted in a major heatwave, state weather forecaster Meteo-
France said. —AFP

Hot spell sparks large blazes in Spain

US cyber attack 
on Iran: Search 
to exploit flaw
DUBAI: A cyber attack on Iranian missile systems,
claimed by the US last week, would have had to exploit
a flaw in the heavily-guarded network, experts say.
Citing US official sources, American media last week
reported that the Army Cyber Command had crippled
the Iranian Revolutionary Guard’s air defence units that
shot down a sophisticated drone on June 20. 

Military computing security is usually “hardened” to
defend against attack but highly-skilled computer sci-
entists in cyber units of modern armies are always

working to find a way in. “The simplest way would be
for a special forces member to plug in a USB (carrying
a virus) to the right place,” Loic Guezo of the French
Information Security Club said.

This is almost certainly how the well-known US-Israeli
Stexnet virus was introduced in 2010, into the computers
of Iran’s nuclear complex, according to experts. Iran at
the time accused the US and Israel of using the virus to
target its centrifuges used for uranium enrichment. The
Revolutionary Guards are believed to have since bol-
stered precautionary measures in a bid to isolate their
military computer networks from the internet.

‘Nothing is impenetrable’ 
However, according to a military expert who request-

ed anonymity, an “anti-aircraft defence system requires
radars, control and command centres and ground-to-air
missile sites to be inter-connected”. Those components

are connected by intranet networks that “at one time or
another” must be connected to the internet. “In the past,
there was no way to connect to a weapon system,” said
Guezo. Today, however, he said most computer operat-
ing systems are commercial and vulnerable to attacks
even if “everything is done to make them impenetrable”.
“Nothing is impenetrable,” said Guezo.

Modern cyber crime units, especially American and
Israeli, have massive resources at their disposal and
recruit high-level experts. The Cyber Command became
a fully-fledged combat unit within the US army in May
with a budget running into billions of dollars. In Israel,
its renowned 8200 electronic warfare unit attracts the
country’s best talent. When cyber attackers “have iden-
tified an entry point,”, they “intrude the network with
messages carrying hyper-aggressive malware which will
at least partially cripple the air defence network”, said
an anonymous military specialist. —AFP

Nearly 100 dead 
in Syria fighting
BEIRUT: Nearly 100 combatants were killed on Friday
in clashes between fighters loyal to Syria’s government,
rebels and jihadists in northwestern Syria, a war moni-
tor said. Starting at dawn on Friday morning-and after
bombing by the regime-fighting in northern Hama
province killed 51 government loyalists and allied militi-
amen, and 45 among the rebels and jihadists, said the
Syrian Observatory for Human Rights.

The clashes continued in the afternoon, the Britain-
based Observatory said. Backed by its ally Moscow,
Damascus has since late April intensified bombard-
ment of much of Idlib province and the parts of neigh-
bouring Hama, Aleppo and Latakia where Syria’s for-
mer Al-Qaeda affiliate Hayat Tahrir al-Sham (HTS)
holds sway. Fighting has meanwhile taken place on the
ground in parts of these anti-regime areas, particular-
ly in northern Hama.

Syria’s official SANA news agency also reported

bombardment on Friday. “Units of the army today car-
ried out massive bombing at dawn.... on positions of the
terrorist Al-Nusra Front in (and) around the villages of
Jibine and Tal Maleh,” SANA said, referring to posi-
tions held by HTS. The bombardment led to “the
destruction of the terrorists’ fortifications and their
lines of defence”, it added. They took place in response
to attacks against the villages and cities in Hama, the
news agency said.

Idlib and parts of neighbouring Hama, Aleppo and
Latakia provinces were supposed to be protected by
a buffer zone under an September agreement
between Russia and Turkey. But the region has come
under increased bombardment by the regime and its
Russian ally since HTS seized most of Idlib at the
start of the year.

The Turkish defence ministry said Friday a Turkish
soldier was killed and three others were wounded the
day before by fire from Syrian government forces
against a Turkish observation post in Idlib province.

Since late April, air strikes have killed 490 civilians,
according to the Observatory, while fighting has killed
682 pro-regime forces and 821 rebels and jihadists. The

flare-up has also displaced 330,000 others, according
to the United Nations, sparking fears of one of the
worst humanitarian disasters in Syria’s eight-year war.
The conflict in Syria has killed more than 370,000 peo-
ple and displaced millions since it erupted in 2011 with
the brutal repression of protests against President
Bashar Al-Assad. —AFP

535 ‘phone walkers’ 
killed by Dhaka trains 
DHAKA: A total of 535 people have been killed since
2010 after being hit by trains while wearing head-
phones on tracks in and around the Bangladeshi capi-
tal Dhaka, police said. The mostly unfenced railways of
the South Asian country of 165 million people are
notoriously dangerous, with around 1,000 fatal acci-
dents or suicides every year.

But police said in recent years “headphone walk-
ers” have become a new menace as people walk on
tracks listening to music or talking on mobile phones
using earphones. “Walking on railway tracks and put-
ting on headphones is banned in the country. Still a lot
of people ignore the ban and are killed by trains,”
Dhaka rail police chief Yeasin Faroque Mozumder told
AFP. Fatalities hit a record high in 2014 when 109 peo-
ple died. Numbers have declined since thanks to an
awareness campaign, but police said 54 people were
still killed in this way last year.

Morshed Alam, the deputy railway police chief,
said they have held awareness rallies and proces-
sions, distributing leaflets and warning people with
loudhailers. “But people still walk on the tracks as if
they were unaware of fatal consequences,” he said.
Hundreds of thousands of slum dwellers also live on
land next to railway tracks in shacks made of tarpau-
lin and bamboo. Many makeshift food stalls are also
dangerously close.

Alam said it is “impossible” to secure the tracks
unless people cooperate with them. According to
police, nearly 6,000 people died in railway accidents
and suicides on the country’s 2,800-kilometres
(1,730-mile) rail network in the last six and a half
years. In neighbouring India, home to one of the
world’s largest rail networks, some 25,000 people lose
lives due to accidents and suicides on railways every
year. There are however no specific figures on people
killed while using headphones. —AFP

PARIS: Europe was bracing itself for a sweltering yester-
day as a deadly heatwave across the continent has
sparked record-breaking temperatures, large blazes and
pollution peaks. The Meteo-France weather service lift-
ed its red warning but forecast a “very hot day” across a
large central band of the country, with the mercury
expected to rise to 42 degrees Celsius (108 degrees
Fahrenheit) in some parts.

With France, Spain, Italy and parts of central Europe
hard hit by all-time highest temperatures, officials plead-
ed with people to take precautions. France’s new record
temperature of 45.9 degrees C was registered on Friday
in Gallargues-le-Montueux, a village in the southern
department of Gard near Montpellier, breaking succes-
sive records set earlier in the day, Meteo-France told AFP.

This is the same area where the previous high of 44.1
degrees C was set in August 2003 since records began
at the turn of the 20th century. The weather service said
the new high was comparable to August temperatures in
California’s Death Valley. Earlier Friday, the mercury rose
above 44 degrees C in the southeastern French town of
Carpentras. The town was deserted, with cafe owners

contemplating empty terraces which would normally be
packed. “We have never seen this!” one exclaimed.

France is just the seventh European country to register
a plus 45-degree temperature, along with Bulgaria,
Portugal, Italy, Spain, Greece and North Macedonia,
Meteo France said. The hot spell has also sparked large
blazes including in Spain, where fire fighters yesterday
fought fresh wildfires in strong winds and blistering heat
just as they had managed to finally contain another inferno
after nearly 72 hours. Meteorologists blame a blast of hot
air from northern Africa for the scorching early European
summer, but the heat is due to die down from today.

‘Avoidable deaths’ 
The heat has already claimed several lives, including

a 17-year-old harvest worker in Spain and a 72-year-
old homeless man in Italy. Heat-related deaths have also
been reported in Germany and France, mainly among
the elderly. France remains haunted by the memory of
the devastating heatwave of August 2003 which
exposed the shortcomings of emergency services at the
height of the summer holidays and during which nearly

15,000 people were estimated to have died. 
“I want to appeal to the sense of responsibility of citi-

zens - there are avoidable deaths in every heatwave,”
French Prime Minister Edouard Philippe said. Scientists
warn that global warming linked to human fossil fuel use
could make such scorchers more frequent. In Germany -
where four people have died so far in bathing accidents -
the national weather service said temperatures were
more than four degrees higher in June than the average. 

Public health warnings
In France, where four people have also drowned in

bathing accidents, Health Minister Agnes Buzyn lament-
ed that despite a barrage of public health warnings,
some parents were still leaving their children in hot cars
and joggers were out exercising in the midday heat. A
Syrian child was seriously injured north of Paris
Thursday after being catapulted into the air by water
gushing from an open fire hydrant and then crashing to
the ground. The incident occurred in the multi-ethnic
Saint-Denis neighbourhood where “uncapping” hydrants
has long been used as a way to cool off. 

Spanish inferno 
In Spain, a fire that started Friday evening in the cen-

tral town of Almorox has already burnt at least 1,600
hectares, spilling over into the Madrid region and forcing
the evacuation of a village, emergency services said.
However, a major blaze in the northeastern region of
Catalonia had finally been contained and “was in the
process of being stabilised,” the regional government
said in a statement. Catalonia’s forest service said the fire
likely began when an “improperly managed” pile of
manure at a chicken farm spontaneously combusted in
the extreme heat.

Hundreds of firefighters backed by troops and aerial
water bombers were hampered by roasting 44-degree
temperatures and very low humidity. Meanwhile,
blazes have also ravaged more than 600 hectares of
land and several homes in France. The stifling tempera-
tures have caused air quality to nosedive in some
European cities, prompting local authorities to take
anti-pollution measures. In Paris, Lyon and Marseille,
authorities have banned the most polluting cars from
the roads in recent days. —AFP

ATME: An aerial view shows displaced Syrians gathering in a
field near a camp for displaced people in the village of Atme, in
the jihadist-held northern Idlib province. —AFP


