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In my view

To all students in Kuwait who have officially
received Ministry of Education scholarships to
study in the United States, congratulations! All

your hard work and dedication during the last four years
in high school has paid off. Receiving a scholarship to
continue your higher education abroad is a significant
accomplishment. It is also the key to a bright future. 

Since the 1950s, when Kuwait realized that a world-
class education was pivotal to securing the future of the
country, five generations of Kuwaiti men and women
selected the United States as their destination for uni-
versity education. Last year, some 12,300 undergraduate
and graduate Kuwaiti students were studying on US
campuses in almost every state in the country. You will
continue that legacy. The top quality and variety of
options in the United States are unmatched: private and
public colleges and universities, all fields of education,
and great cities in which to study throughout the coun-
try, America has much to offer you. 

As Kuwaitis before you did, you should understand
that the American educational experience transcends the
classroom. You should take advantage of the freedom
and opportunity to travel around the country, exchang-
ing ideas and enhancing cross-cultural understanding
with Americans and others. And in your own way, you
can be ambassadors of Kuwait to the United States.

These experiences will support your growth as indi-
viduals and make you more marketable to employers
upon your return to Kuwait.  We truly believe in our
motto at the US Embassy: “Study in the United States;
succeed in Kuwait. The proof is in those who have stud-
ied in my country.

We have made the student visa process easy, and our
Consular Section will be happy to facilitate your visa.
Information about the process and maintaining your stu-
dent status is available at http://travel.state.gov, ustrav-
eldocs.com/kw, and studyinthestates.dhs.gov. Our
EducationUSA adviser Carine Nassrallah stands ready
to answer questions. You can contact her via email at
EducationUSAKuwait@state.gov. Carine can help you
find the right academic program for you, undergraduate
or graduate.  

Please follow us and check our Instagram account
(USEmbassyQ8) for information about our upcoming
‘Student Visa Days,’ which are specially designated days
for students planning to study in the United States. Our
Consular and Public Affairs staff are pleased to work
together with the National Union of Kuwaiti Students to
facilitate the process of applying for visas and the distri-
bution of information about studying in the United
States.

As the US Ambassador to Kuwait, I encourage those
of you who have received offers of admission to accept
this life-changing opportunity and join your peers in
experiencing the unique value of an American higher
education. For those of you who already have chosen to
study in the America, I thank you. We welcome you and
wish you success. 

Congratulations to
Kuwaiti students,

and welcome!

BRUSSELS: It is imperative to boost understanding,
solidarity and integration among member states of the
international coalition to combat the so-called Islamic
State (IS), Kuwait’s First Deputy Prime Minister and
Defense Minister Sheikh Nasser Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Sabah said on Thursday. Sheikh Nasser made the
statement while partaking in a meeting of defense min-
isters of the international coalition member states at
the NATO’s headquarters in Brussels. The minister,
who led a high-profile delegation, underlined the
necessity of completing campaigns so as to defeat the
IS militants not only militarily, but also ideologically.
Kuwait’s participating in the meeting is in line with the
political leadership’s directives and its keenness on the
joint action with the international community to
counter terrorism, and maintain global stability and
security, he noted.

IS militants are clever in exploiting sectarian and
ethnic divisions in the world’s countries to recruit new
members and justifying their acts, he stated. He
stressed the necessity of understanding the ideology of
IS militants in order to defeat them through developing
a clear philosophy and a counter thought. He urged the
coalition member states to encourage their politicians
and intellectuals to hold workshops aiming to study IS’
ideology and philosophy.

Sheikh Nasser highlighted Kuwait’s role and efforts
to counter this terrorist organization through hosting
several international meetings and conferences. He
affirmed keenness of His Highness the Amir and
Supreme Commander of the Armed Forces Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah to continue
humanitarian efforts. He pointed to continued aid deliv-
ered by the state’s governmental and non-governmental
bodies and institutions to those who are in dire need of
this assistance all over the world.

Iraq’s reconstruction
Meanwhile, Iraqi Foreign Minister Mohammad Al-

Hakim praised the support of His Highness the Amir of
Kuwait for the reconstruction of his country. Hakim said
on the sidelines of the meeting that the relationship
between the two neighboring countries are going well.
“Relations between Iraq and Kuwait are going
extremely well due to the visit of our President and

prime minister to Kuwait and as well as the visit of His
Highness the Amir to Baghdad which was an excellent
visit,” he noted. “We have put together multiple MoUs
to work on and we are also trying to resolve all out-
standing issues between us,” he continued.

“His Highness the Amir of Kuwait emphasized on the
reconstruction of Iraq and he has stressed on the need
that Iraq gets back to normalcy which is very important
for us. We thank His Highness the Amir very much on
this,” stressed the Iraqi minister. His Highness the Amir
has completed his visit to Baghdad on June 19, after
heading an official delegation that included a number of
ministers, to enhance the bilateral relations in all fields.
This was His Highness the Amir’s second visit to
Baghdad after the first visit in March 2012 to partici-
pate in an Arab summit.

Gulf tensions
On the situation in the region, Hakim called for find-

ing suitable solutions for issues pertaining to the Gulf
region, stressing that there was no need for another
regional war. Hakim commented on the current ten-
sions in the Gulf region, saying, “we do not want
another war in the region, and we do not know where
this war will take us. This area has suffered from multi-
ple wars in the last forty years. We should negotiate
and find solutions.”

The NATO mission in Iraq is “doing extremely well
and they are training our police and security forces,”
Hakim added. NATO agreed to establish a training and
capacity-building mission in Iraq in October 2018. “The
international coalition meeting to defeat IS went very
well,” Hakim noted. “The international coalition meeting
to defeat IS went very well, and there is a tremendous
support for Iraq and also help (by NATO) for training
and developing Iraqi forces to finish IS both in Iraq and
Syria,” he said.

Tension increased between the US and Iran on the
aftermath of Tehran downing of an American spy drone.
Iran said that it had the right to shoot down the aircraft
due to it violating Iranian airspace; the US denied it
was flying over Iranian territory. Prior to that incident,
several explosions targeted tankers — traversing the
regional waters in the Gulf of Oman and the Strait of
Hormuz. Again the US and allies blame Iran for the

explosions, Tehran strongly denied involvement. After
downing the US drone, President Donald Trump almost
took a decision to hit Iran, but rolled backed the step.
Trump, instead, impose more sanctions on the Iranian
leadership and top military brass.

Stock of its achievements
Defense Ministers of nations contributing to the

Global Coalition to Defeat IS had met to take stock of
continued efforts to ensure IS does not return. In his
opening remarks, NATO Secretary General Jens
Stoltenberg praised the coalition’s remarkable achieve-
ments, and pointed to the importance of training and
advising local security forces in the fight against terror-
ism. “It no longer controls any territory in Iraq or Syria.
And millions of people have been freed from oppres-

sion. But the fight against ISIS is not over. It remains a
deadly threat to us all. In the Middle East and around
the world,” he said. “So we must remain vigilant and
root it out wherever it may be,” said Stoltenberg. US
Acting Defense Secretary Mark Esper, who hosted the
meeting on the sidelines of the NATO Defense
Ministers meeting, said meanwhile, “it has been a year
since we last gathered here.”

“Since then this coalition and our partners have
achieved tremendous success to ISIS enduring
defeat. This group of 35 countries and NATO organ-
ized militarily to confront this specific threat,” he said.
“The threat we face today is significantly different
both in the Middle East and globally than that which
rose in 2013. We as a coalition must adapt to that
reality,” he added. —KUNA

Kuwaiti Defense Minister stresses promoting
integration with int’l coalition to combat IS

No need for another war in Gulf region: Iraqi Foreign Minister

BRUSSELS: Kuwait’s First Deputy Prime Minister and Defense Minister Sheikh Nasser Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Sabah shakes hands with Iraqi Foreign Minister Mohammad Al-Hakim during a NATO Defense Ministers
meeting to defeat Islamic State militants at the NATO headquarters in Brussels on Thursday. —AFP

Kuwait, Saudi
officials discuss
enhancing 
cooperation
JEDDAH: Saudi Interior Minister Prince Abdulaziz bin
Saud bin Nayef Al-Saud met yesterday with Kuwaiti
Ambassador to Saudi Arabia Sheikh Ali Khaled Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah, discussing with him means to enhance coop-
eration and bilateral relations. Ambassador Sheikh Ali
Khaled Al-Sabah affirmed in a press statement that the
meeting with the Saudi Interior Minister Prince
Abdulaziz also touched on security cooperation and
ways to facilitate procedures for Kuwaitis visiting and
residing the Kingdom. Saudi Arabia had provided
numerous services for Kuwaiti citizens in the Kingdom
and that is due to the keenness of Saudi authorities to

support their brethren, affirmed Ambassador Sheikh Ali
Khaled Al-Sabah. The Kuwaiti diplomat commended the
enhanced borders’ cooperation between the two coun-

tries who recently celebrated the opening of Al-Riggi
crossing, deemed as a “strategic and attractive destina-
tion” for the transport of goods and travelers. —KUNA

JEDDAH: Saudi Interior Minister Prince Abdulaziz bin Saud bin Nayef Al-Saud meets with Kuwaiti
Ambassador to Saudi Arabia Sheikh Ali Khaled Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. —KUNA

Promising opportunity
for Kuwaiti investors
in India: Minister
NEW DELHI: Indian Finance Minister Nirmala
Sitharaman said that there were several promising
opportunities available for the Kuwaiti investors in
India. Sitharaman indicated that India was focusing on
becoming a $5 trillion economy from the current $3
trillion, securing the third largest economy globally
after the US and China by the year 2022. In a state-
ment to the press yesterday, Kuwait’s Ambassador to
India Jassem Al-Najem said that Sitharaman made the
statement when he met the minister in New Delhi.
“Kuwaiti investors both from private and public sec-
tors should exploit the rapid Indian economic growth
especially when it is looking to establish more power
plants and other infrastructure including modern road
networks, airports and railways and benefit from the

huge Indian market of more than 13 billion people,”
Ambassador Najem said.

The Indian minister hailed the bilateral relations
between the two friendly countries and the importance
of exchanging high-level visits between officials in both
the countries. She also appreciated the success of
Kuwaiti projects in the field of global oil refineries, espe-
cially the Vietnam refinery in cooperation with the
Japanese government at a cost of around $9 billion and
Duqm refinery in Oman at a similar cost. Cooperation
between India and Kuwait is highly required in this area
to fulfill the growing needs of Indian market for petro-
chemical products. Meanwhile, the Kuwaiti ambassador
underlined the interest of Indian minister in Kuwait
Investment Authority’s business in India, which stands at
$5 billion currently and is looking to increase the same.
This especially relevant as the Indian government is
encouraging foreign investors by modernizing laws,
speeding up procedures and increasing electronic trad-
ing. The minister, who held several portfolios in succes-
sive governments such as minister of commerce and
industry and minister of defense, is preparing to table the
largest budget in Indian Parliament this week. —KUNA

NEW DELHI: Indian Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman meets
with Kuwait’s Ambassador to India Jassem Al-Najem. —KUNA

Kuwaiti inventor
awarded Double
Gold prize in UK
LONDON: The Global Women Inventors and Innovators
Network (GWIIN) has awarded Kuwaiti Engineer Jenan Al-
Shehab the Double Gold prize in recognition of her invention
‘electromagnetic cells for wireless electricity transmission.’ The
Double Gold is GWIIN’s top-level prize, and part of a global
recognition of exceptional inventions, said Shehab, whose
invention obtained a patent from the US Patent and Trademark
Office. The invention was fully displayed to male/female inven-
tors of various world countries, as well as an international judg-
ing panel consisted of nine members specialized in medicine and
engineering, in addition to a number of academic professors and
international investors, she noted. The Kuwaiti inventor also
mentioned that her nomination for GWIIN awards came after
she had won the gold medal at the 22nd Moscow International
Inventions and Innovative Technology Salon ‘Archimedes,’ held
in Moscow last March. Shehab said her invention is the fruit of
Electrodis Est. for manufacturing electromagnetic cells and
smart electronic devices, which she founded in 2016.  —KUNA LONDON: Kuwait’s Engineer Jenan Al-Shehab receives her award. —KUNA


