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Two persons crowd surf during the 15th edition of the Hellfest metal music festival. — AFP photos

Tens of thousands of rock fans gathered this weekend
for the 14th edition of the Hellfest rock festival in
Clisson, western France, which included the last

French appearance of with veteran rockers Kiss. The
open-air festival featured an eclectic range of acts, from
the painted rockers Kiss, on their farewell world tour, to
Texan blues specialists ZZ Top and German rock band Def
Leppard. Accompanying them were a range of lesser-
known acts blasting out everything from punk rock to
thrash-, death- and straight-ahead heavy metal.

Fans made their contribution to the atmosphere with a
range of outrageous costumes to rival those of the per-
formers on stage. Organizers say around 60,000 attend-
ed the three-day event, which ended on Sunday, many of
them camping at a nearby site before spending the day
moving between the venue’s six stages. As well as the big
names from the United States and Europe, Japanese
rockers Envy made it over and a string of French acts
also performed.

Kiss, whose trademark look includes the performers’
painted faces, were playing their last-ever concert in
France as they complete a farewell tour after 50 years in
the business. Not far behind them came US thrash metal
specialists Slayer, who are also winding up their careers
after 40 years on the road. No festival would be complete
without a no-show and mutual recriminations. 

This time it was Manowar, another rock group on a
farewell tour, who pulled out of their scheduled appear-
ance Friday. The band and the festival organizers each
issued statements insisting it was out of their hands and

pointing the finger at each other. Swedish rockers Sabaton
stepped in to fill the gap. The Eagles of Death Metal, the
band that was playing the Bataclan concert venue in Paris
in November 2015 when jihadists launched a deadly attack
there, also played Hellfest this year. For a while the band
was not welcome in France after lead singer Jesse Hughes
suggested in an interview that Muslim staff at the venue
might have cooperated with the attackers-remarks for
which he subsequently apologized. Grammy award-win-
ning US rock band Tool were due to close out the festival
Sunday evening. — AFP

List of winners
Video of the year
Childish Gambino, “This Is America” 
Best female R&B/pop artist
Beyonce 
Best male R&B/pop artist
Bruno Mars 
Best female hip-hop artist
Cardi B 
Best male hip-hop artist
Nipsey Hussle 
Best new artist
Lil Baby 
Best group
Migos 
Best collaboration
Travis Scott featuring Drake, “Sicko Mode” 
Album of the year
Cardi B, “Invasion of Privacy” 
Viewers’ choice award
Ella Mai, “Trip” 
Dr Bobby Jones best gospel/inspirational
award
Snoop Dogg featuring Rance Allen, “Blessing Me
Again” 
Best actress
Regina King 
Best actor
Michael B. Jordan 
Best movie
“BlacKkKlansman” 
Young stars award
Marsai Martin 
Sportswoman of the year
Serena Williams 
Sportsman of the year
Stephen Curry 
BET HER award
H.E.R., “Hard Place” 
Video director of the year
Karena Evans 
Best international act
Burna Boy (Nigeria) 
Best new international act
Sho Madjozi (South Africa) .

Antron McCray, Kevin Richardson, Raymond Santana, Korey Wise and Yusef Salaam (the Exonerated Five) speak onstage. (From left) DJ Khaled, John Legend and Cobby Supreme perform onstage.

Takeoff (left) and Offset perform onstage.

(From left)  Taraji P. Henson and Regina Hall speak onstage. H.E.R. performs onstage. Raphael Saadiq speaks onstage. Johnny Gill performs onstage.

Marsha Ambrosius performs onstage.

Festival goers pose during the 15th edition of the Hellfest
metal music festival.

French band Khaos Dei performs as part of the Hellfest metal
music festival.

A performer poses during the 15th edition of the Hellfest met-
al music festival.    

Swiss singer Thomas Laszlo Winkler of the British band
Gloryhammer performs on stage.

Norwegian singer Hank Von Hell performs during the 15th edition
of the Hellfest metal music festival in Clisson, western France. 


