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SOUTHAMPTON: Afghanistan’s Samiullah Shinwari (left) attempts a reverse sweep shot past Bangladesh’s wicketkeeper Mushfiqur Rahim during the 2019 Cricket World Cup group stage match between Bangladesh and Afghanistan
yesterday. -— AFP 

SOUTHAMPTON: Bangladesh boosted their bid to reach
the World Cup semi-finals as Shakib Al Hasan’s superb all-
round display inspired a 62-run win over Afghanistan yester-
day. Shakib’s 51 laid the foundations for Bangladesh to score
262-7 and made him the leading run-scorer in this year’s
World Cup.

The 32-year-old then ripped through the Afghan batting
line-up with his career-best ODI figures of 5-29 from 10
overs. Shakib is only the second player in World Cup history
to take five wickets and hit a 50 in the same match after
India’s Yuvraj Singh against Ireland in 2011. Bangladesh, win-
ners against South Africa and the West Indies earlier in the
tournament, are up to fifth place in the 10-team group stage.

They sit one point behind fourth-placed England, who
face Australia on Tuesday, in the race to seal a semi-final
berth via a top-four finish. Mashrafe Mortaza’s side play

India and Pakistan in their final two group matches.
Afghanistan became the first team to be eliminated after an
agonising 11-run loss against India on Saturday, when
Mohammed Shami’s final-over hat-trick denied them a
famous upset. Gulbadin Naib’s team have lost all seven of
their matches, leaving with two games to avoid finishing the
tournament without a single point.

Rahmat Shah and Gulbadin put on 49 for the first
wicket, giving Afghanistan hope of a surprise win. But
Shakib’s introduction brought the breakthrough as the
spinner weaved his magic. Rahmat carelessly flicked a
flatter delivery to Tamim Iqbal at mid-on and departed for
24. Just 10 runs came from the next five overs and
Hashmatullah Shahidi perished when he tried to acceler-
ate, stumped by Mushfiqur Rahim off Mosaddek Hossain
for 11. Bangladesh had victory in their sights after Shakib

took two wickets in the space of four balls.
Gulbadin was removed for 47 after driving low to Liton

Das at short extra cover before Mohammad Nabi was
bowled through the gate for a duck. Shakib became the first
Bangladesh player to take five wickets in the World Cup
when he had Najibullah Zadran stumped. Earlier, Shakib
became the leading run scorer in this year’s World Cup so far
as his side posted a solid score after being put into bat.
Shakib’s 51 took him to 476 runs in the tournament, while
Mushfiqur top-scored with 83 from 87 balls.

Aggressive hitting
Liton was promoted ahead of Soumya Sarkar to open

along with Tamim for Bangladesh, with the pair managing a
brisk 23 from the first four overs. But Liton fell for 16 in the
next over after being fooled into a miscued drive by spinner

Mujeeb Ur Rahman, who finished with 3-39. That brought
Shakib to the crease and he upped the tempo even further
with some aggressive hitting that maintained his fine World
Cup form. When Shakib, who has two centuries already in
the tournament, pulled Naib to the boundary, it moved him
above Australia’s David Warner’s 447 runs.

Tamim and Shakib put on their fourth successive fifty
partnership in one-day internationals. Shakib went on to
become only the second player to hit six consecutive 40-
plus scores in a World Cup. Not long after that milestone,
Shakib brought up his half-century in 66 balls - his fifth
score of 50 or more in this tournament - to huge cheers from
the Bangladesh fans who made up the majority of the crowd.
Shakib was unable to turn his solid start into another centu-
ry, but he would contribute more than enough with the ball
to seal the victory.— AFP 

Bangladesh keep semi-final hopes alive 

CAIRO: Jonathan Kodjia struck the only goal as Ivory
Coast defeated South Africa 1-0 in the steamy Cairo heat
yesterday in a meeting of former Africa Cup of Nations
champions. Ivory Coast won the title for the second time in
2015 but crashed out in the group stage two years ago
without a victory and are trying to build a team to match
that of its golden generation.

Ivory Coast coach Ibrahim Kamara sees Nicolas Pepe
as one the young stars who can banish the memories of a
disastrous title defense, and the in-demand Lille forward
soon demonstrated his talent with a jinking run that ended
with Kodjia snatching at a shot from close range. South
Africa, who failed to qualify for the 2017 edition, on the
other hand have arrived in Egypt as one of the most
unpredictable teams. Bafana Bafana scaled the heights at
the outset of 2019 qualifying by winning 2-0 in Nigeria,
then sank into mediocrity by drawing 0-0 away to lowly-
ranked Seychelles.

In the first half at Al Salam Stadium where temperatures
again peaked around 37 Celsius (98.6 Fahrenheit) they
were largely limited to counter-attacks, captain Thulani
Hlatshwayo going closest with a header that brushed the
roof of the net. Ivory Coast headed home early in Gabon
after they were held by Togo and the Democratic Republic
of Congo and lost against Morocco, but they nearly took
the lead here twice in quick succession around the half-
hour. After a foul on the edge of the South Africa box
Pepe, the 22-goal second highest French Ligue 1 scorer
last season behind Kylian Mbappe, slammed a thunderous
free-kick against the crossbar with Ronwen Williams root-
ed to the spot. The South Africa goalkeeper then produced

a stunning reflex save to keep Kodjia out moments later as
the Aston Villa forward ran clean through before needless-
ly opting for power over precision. Amid the energy-sap-
ping heat both sides made a labored start to the second
half but it eventually burst into life when Kodjia atoned for
his earlier miss.—AFP 

Kodjia goal hands 
Ivorians victory in 
Cup of Nations opener

CAIRO: South Africa’s defender Buhle Mkhwanazi (bot-
tom) tackles Ivory Coast’s forward Jonathan Kodjia dur-
ing the 2019 Africa Cup of Nations (CAN) football match
between Ivory Coast and South Africa yesterday. — AFP 

LAUSANNE: Milan and Cortina d’Ampezzo are prom-
ising an Italian Olympics packed with style and elan
after winning the right to stage the 2026 Winter Games
yesterday. Milan earned 47 votes from the International
Olympic Committee membership, compared to
Stockholm’s 34, prompting loud celebrations from the
bid team, that had earlier included Prime Minister
Giuseppe Conte.

“Italy, the future and sport have won,” Italy’s Deputy
Prime Minister Matteo Salvini said back in Italy.
“Thanks to those who believed in it right away, espe-
cially in the Municipalities and Regions, and a pity for
those who gave up.” “There will be at least five billion
(euros) in added value, 20,000 jobs, as well as many
new roads and sports facilities. With the Winter
Olympics we will confirm our excellence and our skills
to the world.”

Milan and Stockholm were the only candidates left
after four other cities-Swiss city Sion, Japan’s Sapporo,
Austria’s Graz and 1988 hosts Calgary in Canada-had
dropped out of the race with concerns over the size
and cost of the event. Italy last hosted the winter
Olympics in 2006 in Turin while Cortina hosted the
winter Games back in 1956. “Congratulations to Milan-
Cortina. We can look forward to outstanding and sus-
tainable Olympic Winter Games in a traditional winter
sports country,” IOC President Thomas Bach said after
announcing the winner.

“The passion and knowledge of Italian fans, together

with experienced venue operators, will create the per-
fect atmosphere for the best athletes in the world.”
Sweden, a winter sports powerhouse who hosted the
summer Olympics back in 1912, have now bid eight
times unsuccessfully for the winter Games. The Italian
bid had gained an advantage over their opponents after
a recent evaluation report by the IOC showed much
stronger local support for the Olympics at over 80 per-
cent among the population, compared to just over 50
percent for the Stockholm-Are candidacy. — Reuters

Milan and Cortina
d’Ampezzo to host
2026 Winter Games

LAUSANNE: Members of the delegation of Milan/Cortina
d’Ampezzo 2026 Winter Olympics candidate city react
after the city was elected to host the 2026 Olympic
Winter Games during the 134th session of the
International Olympic Committee (IOC) yesterday.— AFP 

Bangladesh sink Afghanistan by 62 runs 


