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Martinez, Aguero’s goals send
Argentina into Copa quarters

PORTO ALEGRE: An early goal by Lautaro Martinez and
Sergio Aguero’s late second gave Argentina a 2-0 win over
Qatar on Sunday that qualified them for the Copa America
quarter-finals. Already-qualified Colombia beat Paraguay 1-
0 in the other Group B match to secure a place in the last
eight for both Peru, who finished third in Group A, and
Uruguay, currently second in Group C.

Argentina, who finish second in Group B behind
Colombia, will play Venezuela at Rio de Janeiro’s iconic
Maracana stadium in the quarter-finals, while tournament
debutants and guests Qatar are out. Paraguay, on two
points, must wait and see what happens in Monday’s Group
C clash between Japan and Ecuador before finding out if
they qualify as one of the two best third-place finishers.
Peru, with four points, are sure of that while only a draw
between Japan and Ecuador would see Paraguay progress.

Argentina coach Lionel Scaloni recalled Manchester City
forward Aguero for the crunch tie while Martinez kept his
place at the expense of Angel Di Maria. Asian champions
Qatar made a calamitous start when a weak headed clear-
ance from Tarek Salman fell to Martinez 12 yards out, but
the Inter Milan forward sent his volley over the top. He
didn’t have to wait long for another chance though as
Bassam Hisham played a ball across his box and straight to
the feet of the Argentina forward, who scuffed a shot into
the bottom corner after just four minutes.

“The goal came early and that allowed us to approach
the game with greater calmness,” said Martinez. “There was
pressure, we had to win to progress and we’re happy. Now
we have to work hard.” With the weight was lifted from
Argentina’s shoulders, they played with a freedom expected
of a side boasting talents such as Aguero and five-time
Ballon d’Or winner Lionel Messi. Qatar played with limited

ambition but their talented forwards looked dangerous
when they did venture into the final third.

Hasan Khalid Al Haydos got in behind the Argentina
backline and tried to chip Franco Armani but the goalkeeper
got a touch to divert the ball behind, although the linesman’s
flag was up and it wouldn’t have counted. “We paid for
inexperience, we started two matches by conceding goals
from unnecessary actions,” said Qatar’s Spanish coach Felix
Sanchez, alluding to their opening tie against Paraguay
when they also conceded in the fourth minute. “We played a
great team that knew they had to win, they took their first
chance really well. It was our mistake.”

Aguero industry rewarded 
Messi burst into life with an acceleration towards Qatar’s

area before slipping a pass to Aguero, who dragged his left-
footed shot wide under pressure. Qatar were sporadically
dangerous on the break and Portuguese-born Ro-Ro stole
in at the back post to meet a Karim Boudiaf cross but
couldn’t direct his volley on target. Up the other end,
Nicolas Otamendi headed over from close range when it
looked easier to score. Argentina almost scored a second
after Qatar goalkeeper Saad Al-Sheeb spilled a header by
Martinez causing a scramble in the box, but neither Aguero
nor Martinez could poke the ball home. Iraq-born Hisham
almost made amends for his earlier gaffe with a free-kick at
the end of the half but his shot, which passed through the
Argentina wall, cliped the outside of the upright.

Another direct Messi run set up Aguero but his shot was
deflected over by Algeria-born Boualem Khoukhi. Aguero
then drew a save from Al-Sheeb with a shot from outside
the area. Qatar made few chances but when they did, Akram
Afif snatched at his effort from distance when a smarter

move would have been to play in a runner from midfield.
Aguero finally scored the goal his industry deserved with a
purposeful run past two defenders before sending a cross-
shot into the far bottom corner eight minutes from time.

Already guaranteed of winning the group, Colombia’s
Portuguese coach Carlos Queiroz made 10 changes to his

line-up, with only Juventus forward Juan Cuadrado retain-
ing his place. They took the lead just after the half-hour
mark when Gustavo Cuellar scored through goalkeeper
Roberto Fernandez’s legs from a tight angle. In the second
half Colombia had a goal and a penalty award chalked off
by VAR.— AFP 

PORTO ALEGRE: Qatar’s Boualem Khoukhi and Argentina’s Sergio Aguero struggle for the ball during the Copa
America football tournament group match at the Gremio Arena in Porto Alegre, Brazil on June 23, 2019. — AFP 

Argentina beat Qatar 2-0 to book last eight

CONNECTICUT: Chez Reavie took advan-
tage of a three-shot swing at the 17th hole to
win his first PGA Tour event in 11 years by
four strokes at the Travelers Championship on
Sunday. Reavie birdied the penultimate hole
where challenger Keegan Bradley made dou-
ble-bogey to turn a one-shot Reavie lead into
a winning four at TPC River Highlands in
Cromwell, Connecticut. Making mostly pars,
the 37-year-old Reavie saw much of a six-
stroke overnight lead evaporate but his one-
under 69 was enough to see him hang on for
the victory at 17-under 263.

His only other PGA Tour victory came at
the 2008 RBC Canadian Open. “It means
everything,” Reavie, who had undergone
wrist and knee surgery since the 2008 win,
told CBS Sports. “I had to stay patient today.
Keegan was playing great and I kept missing
putts,” he said. “Finally I made one on 17 and
kind of turned the corner.” Bradley and com-
patriot Zack Sucher tied for second at 13-
under after both shot 67s.

Vaughn Taylor (65) finished fourth at 12-
under, while England’s Paul Casey (65)
shared fifth with Chile’s Joaquin Niemann
(66) and Kevin Tway (67) who were another
stroke back. Reavie’s victory came a week
after he tied for third at the US Open. He
putted well at Pebble Beach and most of this
week, but made only two birdies on Sunday,

including the big one at 17. “I felt like I was
hitting good putts and they just weren’t
going in,” Reavie said.

Meanwhile, Bradley kept making birdies on
the back nine just as Reavie did on Saturday.
The 2011 PGA champion birdied the 10th, 11th
and 13th holes to get within two, then sank a
seven-foot putt at 15 to put the pressure on.
But the 17th was his downfall as his tee shot
ended up in a bunker and he three-putted.
“(I) hit a good drive on 17 and hit it in that
bunker. Such a tough shot,” said Bradley. “I
ran my next putt by. It was just tough. Wish I
could have had that back.” Until then it had
been fun, said the New England native who
was cheered on by hundreds of fans. “I’ve

never felt that type of support ever,” he said.
“Maybe in a Ryder Cup. It was so fun.”

Sucher, who blew a five-stroke lead on
Saturday, made a big comeback on Sunday
with birdies on five of his final nine holes.
“The back nine was unbelievable. The whole
thing was fun with the huge crowds,” said
Sucher who is finally pain-free after a series
of injuries. Defending champion Bubba
Watson finished 16 shots adrift after a one-
over 71 that included two double-bogeys.
World number one Brooks Koepka, after a
busy stretch that included winning the PGA
Championship in May and finishing second at
last week’s US Open, also shot 71 to finish at
even par. — Reuters

Reavie holds off 
Bradley for first 
tour victory in 
eleven years

LE HAVRE: France’s midfielder Amandine Henry scores a goal during the France
2019 Women’s World Cup round of sixteen football match between France and
Brazil at the Oceane stadium in Le Havre. — AFP 

LE HAVRE: Women’s World Cup hosts
France survived a scare to beat Brazil 2-1
in extra time and reach the quarter-finals
on Sunday as captain Amandine Henry
scored a dramatic winner in Le Havre.
Lyon midfielder Henry struck in the 107th
minute after Thaisa’s equalizer for Brazil,
following Valerie Gauvin’s opener, had
forced a 1-1 draw in 90 minutes.

France will face either reigning cham-
pions the United States or Spain in the
last eight in Paris on Friday. “It was
tense, very tense against good oppo-
nents,” French coach Corinne Diacre told
TF1. “We gave everything, we did not let
it go. “We came to qualify for the quar-
ter-finals, that’s what we wanted. I wish
we had played a little more in the first
half, it might have been less difficult in
the second.”

Pre-tournament favourites France will
be playing in the quarter-finals for the
third straight World Cup, while Brazil
have now suffered back-to-back last-16
defeats after their 2015 loss to Australia.
After the chaotic scenes of the earlier
last-16 tie on Sunday which saw an ill-
tempered Cameroon refuse to play for

several  minutes during their  loss to
England - behavior Lionesses boss Phil
Neville described as “unacceptable” -
this was another hard-fought affair, but
without serious controversy.

The 41-year-old Formiga returned from
suspension for Brazil  to replace
Andressinha in midfield alongside Marta,
who broke the al l-time World Cup
goalscoring record with her 17th strike in
the previous group-stage win over Italy.
The first sight of goal saw Marta create
herself some space with clever footwork
outside the box but fire wide, before
Debinha saw an effort deflected past the
post by the boot of Wendie Renard.

Although France were struggling to put
Brazil under any pressure early on despite
being roared on by a partisan crowd at
the Stade Oceane, they thought they had
taken the lead in the 23rd minute when
Gauvin bundled Kadidiatou Diani’s cross
over the line. Both Gauvin and Brazilian
goalkeeper Barbara were left needing
medical attention after colliding while
going for the ball, and a VAR review
unsurprisingly saw the goal ruled out for a
foul by the France striker.—AFP 

Henry fires France into World
Cup quarter finals CROMWELL: Chez Reavie of the United States poses with the trophy after winning the

Travelers Championship at TPC River Highlands on June 23, 2019. — AFP 

ROME: The goalkeeper, the captain, the
playmaker, the centre-forward-Juventus
are the beating heart of Italy’s Women’s
World Cup team. In Italy, it has been
coined the “Juve Block” and today in
Montpellier eight players from the Turin
club will face China for a place in the quar-
ter-finals. It would have been nine but for a
serious injury picked up by defender
Cecilia Salvai before the tournament. Italy
have been the dark horse of France 2019
having topped a group that included
Australia and Brazil to reach the knockout
round for the first time since 1991.

A 5-0 rout of Jamaica in Reims ended
with seven Juventus players on the pitch at
the Stade Auguste-Delaune in northern
France. The predominance of players from
the Turin club, similar to that of Lyon in the
French women’s team, also mirrors Italy’s
men’s team. Italy coach Milena Bertolini
concedes their success in France has been
fuelled by several top clubs joining the
Italian women’s championship.

Juventus created their women’s team in
2017 and have won the league title twice
since. “The Italian federation’s decision to

oblige professional clubs to have a
women’s section has proved a winner,”
Bertolini told AFP. “And the fact that Juve,
Roma, AC Milan, Fiorentina and Sassuolo
launched women’s teams has been funda-
mental. “There are more resources, young
Italians are now in a position to play pro-
fessionally and develop their talent.”

Some of the top Italian players have
found “Juve” an environment that, if it still
does not offer them professional status, is
close to what they knew abroad. Striker
Barbara Bonansea, who hit a brace in the
come-from-behind 2-1 win over Australia
in Italy’s opening match, had refused a
proposal from Lyon before opting for Turin
two years ago. 

Centre-back and captain Sara Gama,
who has resisted stars like Marta or
Samantha Kerr, played at Paris Saint-
Germain from 2013 to 2015. And goalkeep-
er Laura Giuliani, one of the most reliable
hands of the tournament with only two
goals conceded, both penalities, has expe-
rience in four German clubs before return-
ing to play for the team she has always
supported.—AFP 

Juventus, the beating heart of
Italy Women’s World Cup team

CAIRO: Africa Cup of Nations hopefuls Senegal
kicked off their quest for an elusive maiden title on
Sunday with a dominant 2-0 win over a Tanzania
side making a first appearance at the tournament
since 1980. Senegal are tipped as leading trophy
contenders alongside hosts Egypt, and the Teranga
Lions proved far too strong for their opening
Group C opponents despite the absence of sus-
pended star forward Sadio Mane.

Keita Balde fired Senegal ahead on 28 minutes
in front of a sparse 30 June Stadium crowd on a
pleasantly breezy evening in Cairo and Krepin
Diatta added a magnificent second just past the
hour to seal a comfortable opening victory for the
2002 runners-up. “I’m happy with the result. We
were able to get off to a good start and begin the
competition very well. The first game is always
important, everyone in the tournament is up for it,”
said Senegal coach Aliou Cisse, whose team face
Algeria next before rounding out the group against
Kenya on July 1.

“I have to congratulate the boys, they stuck to
the gameplan and philosophy. It’s good for the
morale and for what comes next.” Boasting a squad
comprised solely of European-based players,
Cisse’s side made the gulf in class against a team
featuring seven starters from the Tanzanian league
markedly clear with an early flourish that saw
Mbaye Niang draw a sharp stop from Aishi Manula
and then flash another chance narrowly wide.

Tanzania forward Mbwana Samatta, whose 23

goals helped fire Genk to the Belgian champi-
onship this year, was left hopelessly isolated
against a robust defense including Napoli stand-
out Kalidou Koulibaly, with Cheikhou Kouyate
slotting in alongside him following an injury to
Salif Sane midway through the half. Senegal soon
grabbed the lead as Idrissa Gueye slid the ball
across to Balde after a surge forward, the Inter
Milan winger lashing home low inside the near
post with Manula beaten by the pace.

Ismaila Sarr presented a constant threat down
the right for Senegal and the Rennes trickster laid
off for Kouyate moments later only for the substi-
tute to scoop comfortably over. Senegal
appeared to have a second goal on 34 minutes

when Sarr poked home after a fumble by Manula
but the referee ruled the effort out for a supposed
handball. With Senegal ranked 22 in the world and
Tanzania 131, this was on paper the biggest mis-
match of the 36 first-round matches in Egypt, and
only a matter of wasteful f inishing spared
Tanzania a heavier defeat. 

Niang twice fluffed clear-cut openings to add to
the advantage, failing to make any telling contact
when Sarr squared to leave the forward with a rela-
tive tap-in. It required a flash of brilliance from Club
Brugge midfielder Diatta to finally give Senegal a bit
of breathing space, as he connected sweetly on the
half-volley to power in a second from 20 yards after
a corner was only partially cleared. —AFP 

Formidable
Senegal sweep
Tanzania aside 
in mismatch

CAIRO: Tanzania’s goalkeeper Aishi Manula punches the ball away during the 2019 Africa
Cup of Nations (CAN) football match between Senegal and Tanzania at the 30 June Stadium
in Cairo on June 23, 2019. — AFP 


