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Pinch-hit HR lifts Braves over 
Nats in 10 as Camargo shines

25

Angels stave off Cardinals in 9th, avoid series sweep
WASHINGTON: Johan Camargo hit a two-run, pinch-
hit homer in the top of the 10th inning to give the
Atlanta Braves a 4-3 win over the host Washington
Nationals on Sunday. The Braves took two of three
from the Nats to win the series. Luke Jackson pitched
the 10th inning for his 11th save despite giving up a run,
two hits and a walk. Trea Turner drove in a run with a
fielder’s choice, but the Nats could not plate the tying
run. Tanner Rainey (1-2) gave up a walk to Ozzie Albies
with one out in the 10th and then Camargo smashed his
second pinch-hit homer of the year into the bleachers
in right for a 4-2 lead. A.J. Minter (2-4) pitched one
inning to earn the win, fanning Gerardo Parra for the
last out of the ninth with the winning run on second.

Dodgers 6, Rockies 3
Will Smith gave Los Angeles its third game-ending

home run in three days, all from rookies, with a three-
run shot in the ninth inning for a spectacular three-
game sweep of visiting Colorado. Smith, who was called
back up to the major leagues earlier in the day, crushed
his pinch-hit shot to right-center off Rockies right-han-
der Scott Oberg (5-1). The Rockies elected to walk vet-
eran Russell Martin to face Smith. It was the third home
run of the season for Smith, two of which gave the
Dodgers a walk-off victory. It was the first time since
2010 the Dodgers put together three consecutive walk-
off victories.

Astros 9, Yankees 4
Justin Verlander pitched seven innings and Tyler

White hit his first career grand slam as Houston
snapped a season-high seven-game losing streak with
a victory over host New York. The Astros hit four
homers to halt their longest losing streak since June 4-
10, 2015. Houston avoided losing eight straight for the
first time since a 15-game skid in September 2013.
Verlander (10-3) helped the Astros get their first win
since June 15 by allowing three runs on four hits.
Verlander struck out nine and walked two.

Cubs 5, Mets 3
On a day for noteworthy home runs, Javier Baez

made the 100th of his career one to savor, rallying
Chicago to victory over visiting New York. Baez’s
three-run shot in the eighth inning off right-hander
Seth Lugo helped prevent Chicago’s first three-game
losing streak at home this season. It was just the second
home run for the Cubs in a four-game series against the
Mets, while New York hit nine. The Mets’ Pete Alonso
also went deep, setting the club record for rookie home
runs with 27 a day after tying Darryl Strawberry’s
rookie mark, set in 1983. Alonso hit his home run to
center field against Cole Hamels in the fourth.

Pirates 11, Padres 10 (11)
Kevin Newman’s two-out, bases-loaded walk

brought in the fourth run of the 11th inning as
Pittsburgh completed a three-game sweep of visiting
San Diego. San Diego took a 10-7 lead in the top of the
11th against Francisco Liriano (2-1) for its second three-
run lead. In the bottom of the inning, Phil Maton walked

Bryan Reynolds, struck out Starling Marte and gave up
a single to Josh Bell. Melky Cabrera’s RBI double made
it 10-8. Matt Wisler (2-2) relieved and gave up a tying
two-run single to Jacob Stallings. A single and walk
loaded the bases before Wisler walked Newman.

Marlins 6, Phillies 4
Jordan Yamamoto allowed the first runs of his career

but made franchise history by winning his third start in
as many tries as Miami completed a three-game sweep
at Philadelphia. The Marlins, who have the worst record
in the National League at 30-46, completed their third
series sweep of the season. The Phillies, who have
dropped seven straight, were swept for the third time.
Yamamoto (3-0), who opened his career by throwing
seven scoreless innings in back-to-back starts against
the St. Louis Cardinals, saw his shutout streak end in
the first inning Sunday. He walked the first three batters
before Jean Segura gave the Phillies a 2-1 lead with a
two-run, one-out single.

Blue Jays 6, Red Sox 1
Marcus Stroman pitched six scoreless innings,

Lourdes Gurriel Jr. had three hits and an outfield assist
and visiting Toronto defeated Boston. Eric Sogard
added a home run and Danny Jansen had a two-run
single for the Blue Jays. The Blue Jays won the three-
game series-their fourth series win on the road this
season-despite losing the opener. They have six wins in
their past 12 games after going 2-11.

Indians 8, Tigers 3
Bobby Bradley belted an RBI double in his first major

league at-bat to ignite a five-run second inning as host
Cleveland completed their second straight sweep of
Detroit. Carlos Santana launched his team-leading 17th
homer and rookie Zach Plesac (3-2) tossed seven strong
innings for the Indians, who have won eight of nine
against Detroit this season. Jason Kipnis ripped a two-
run single and Francisco Lindor, Kevin Plawecki and
rookie Oscar Mercado each drove in a run as Cleveland
cruised to its eighth victory in 10 games.

Angels 6, Cardinals 4
Tommy La Stella and David Fletcher each had two

hits and two RBIs as visiting Los Angeles held on for a
win against St Louis to avoid getting swept in the
three-game series. Albert Pujols started his third
straight game at first base and went 2-for-5 for the
Angels, who ended a three-game losing streak. Pujols
played 11 seasons in St Louis and won two World
Series titles and three National League Most Valuable
Player awards for the Cardinals before signing with the
Angels following the 2011 season.

Brewers 7, Reds 5
Milwaukee scored five runs in the third inning, and

Brandon Woodruff earned his team-high ninth win in a
victory over visiting Cincinnati. The five-run inning
helped Milwaukee earn a split in the four-game series,
taking the last two games against their National League
Central rivals. Woodruff (9-2) worked seven strong

innings, allowing three runs on seven hits with a career-
high 12 strikeouts and one walk.

Royals 6, Twins 1
Hunter Dozier had two extra-base hits, including a

three-run home run, and Alex Gordon had two run-
scoring doubles as Kansas City defeated visiting
Minnesota. Homer Bailey (7-6) picked up the win for
Kansas City. He allowed just one run on five hits in 5 1/3
innings. He threw 108 pitches, one outing after a sea-
son-high 121 pitches against Seattle. His final batter was
Eddie Rosario, who struck out after a 14-pitch at-bat.
Kevin McCarthy pitched the final 2 1/3 innings for his
first career save.

Rays 8, A’s 2
Travis d’Arnaud contributed a key hit to each of two

big early uprisings and left-hander Ryan Yarbrough
pitched six strong innings, allowing visiting Tampa Bay
to earn a split of its four-game series against Oakland.
Avisail Garcia and Joey Wendle collected three hits
apiece, while Austin Meadows matched d’Arnaud with
three RBIs, helping the Rays win for just the second
time in seven games on their 10-game trip. After the A’s
had taken a 1-0 lead in the second on a Rays error, the
visitors grabbed the lead for good in the third off
Oakland starter Brett Anderson (7-5). With one out,
Mike Zunino walked and d’Arnaud belted his fourth
home run of the season.

Mariners 13, Orioles 3
JP Crawford went 4-for-4 with a home run and four

RBIs as Seattle defeated visiting Baltimore. Mac

Williamson also homered for the Mariners, who took
three of four games in the series. Trey Mancini homered
for Baltimore, which was trying to win back-to-back
games for the first time since May 6 after snapping a
10-game losing streak Saturday with an 8-4 victory.

Rangers 7, White Sox 4
Adrian Sampson allowed just one run in seven

innings as Texas held on to win the rubber game of its
three-game series over visiting Chicago. Sampson (6-
4) scattered seven hits with one walk and four strike-
outs in winning for the sixth time in his past seven deci-
sions. The Rangers turned three double plays. Tim
Federowicz and Danny Santana both hit homers in the
Rangers’ four-run second inning against White Sox
starter Ivan Nova (3-6), who allowed another run in the
fifth. In six innings, he gave up eight hits and a walk,
striking out six. Only three of the five runs were earned.

Diamondbacks 3, Giants 2 (10)
Tim Locastro lined a bases-loaded single over third

base with one out in the 10th inning as Arizona ended a
season-high six-game losing streak with a victory over
San Francisco in Phoenix. Christian Walker singled to
open the 10th inning off Mark Melancon (3-2), and Jarrod
Dyson walked with one out. The runners advanced on a
wild pitch, and Carson Kelly was intentionally walked to
load the bases for Locastro, who delivered his second
walk-off hit this season. Walker had three hits and an RBI,
Locastro had two singles and two RBIs and Eduardo
Escobar had two hits for the Diamondbacks, who were in
danger of falling three games below .500 for the first time
since April 13.— Reuters

WASHINGTON: Ozzie Albies #1 of the Atlanta Braves beats the throw to first against the Washington
Nationals during the tenth inning at Nationals Park on June 23, 2019. — AFP 

LONDON: Feliciano Lopez became the
oldest Queen’s singles champion on
Sunday when the 37-year-old Spaniard
defeated Frenchman Gilles Simon in a
thrilling three-set clash, 6-2, 6-7 (4/7), 7-6
(7/2). Lopez, the first wildcard to win the
key Wimbledon warm-up event since Pete
Sampras in 1999, is also the lowest-ranked
player to claim the title at 113 since 108th-
ranked Australian Scott Draper in 1998.
While Lopez has had an exhausting week -
he still has to play the doubles final with
Andy Murray - 34-year-old Simon also
played inspired tennis despite all his
matches going to three sets. However, he
just fell short of becoming the first
Frenchman to win the title.

Lopez was the second 37-year-old to
win an ATP tournament on Sunday after
Roger Federer claimed his record-extend-
ing 10th Halle title. “I don’t know how I did
that,” said Lopez after receiving the trophy.
“The whole match was very exciting. I took
the early set but then he (Simon) got better
and better. It was tough for me to find a
way to win points. “He was coming up with
unbelievable shots and I was a bit desper-
ate. “I thought the best moment of my
career was when I held this trophy in 2017

but it’s not. It’s right now.”
Lopez broke Simon in the first game of

the match with his second break point -
quite some feat by the Spaniard given the
Frenchman had come into the match having
saved 30 during the week. The Spanish vet-
eran looked to be in complete control as he
broke Simon again to go 4-1 up, netting the
first break point but clinched the second one
with a sublime volley. Lopez took the first
set with an ace but Simon was the faster of
the two out of the gate in the second set,
breaking the Spaniard for a 2-0 lead.

Lopez broke back immediately and it
stayed with serve before a tie-break which
featured a 33-stroke rally. Simon rallied
and retrieved a mini-break and then broke
again to hold a set point on the Lopez
serve which he converted with aplomb. The
third set went with serve and despite their
respective ages, and the length of time they
have spent on court this week, both
showed remarkable agility. Lopez hoped to
close out the match at 6-5 and had a match
point which he dumped into the net.

However, he made no mistake in the tie-
break. Simon, who has 14 titles but none on
grass, took defeat in good heart. “I’m tired,
of course,” said the 38th-ranked
Frenchman. “It was long today. It was long
every day. It was tough for Feli and he has
another final to play in a few minutes. “It’s
tough right now after such an amazing
effort to try and stay in this match and
come back. “Feli (Lopez) is still fit and he’s
a bit older than me so I hope I’ll have the
chance to come back again.”—AFP 

KAC sponsors Kuwait National Shooting Team
KUWAIT: In an effort to support youth and creativity,
Kuwait Airways Corporation (KAC) sponsored Kuwait
National Shooting Team on its recent participation in HH
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmed 5th Open Shooting Championship
held in Italy. KAC arranged a special reception for the team
on arrival at Kuwait airport (T4). The team won two gold
medals, two silver and bronze medal after competing with
over 450 international shooters. 

In this regard, KAC’s PR and media manager Fayez Al-
Enezi said the sponsorship comes as part of KAC’s social
responsibility in activities supporting sport and youth. On
his part, chairman of Kuwait and the Arab Shooting Unions
Duaij Al-Otaibi thanked KAC and stressed that Kuwait team
had just competed with international shooters in a champi-
onship that gains its significance by carrying HH the Amir’s
name. He also noted that this participation is considered
good - in preparation for the Tokyo 2020 Olympic Games. 

LE CASTELLET: Mercedes have endured a tor-
rent of online abuse in the two weeks since the
Canadian Grand Prix but team boss Toto Wolff
says the ‘haters’ have only strengthened the
Formula One champions’ resolve. The race in
Montreal blew up into a major controversy when
Ferrari’s Sebastian Vettel crossed the line first
but was demoted to second behind Mercedes’
Lewis Hamilton after a penalty. Hamilton, a five-
times world champion who has a greater social

media presence than any driver, alluded to the
situation in post on Instagram last Friday at
0300 local time, ahead of the French Grand Prix.

He spoke of there being “so much hate in this
world” but added “No matter what, you can’t
hold a brother down! I will rise above it all,
always.” The champion went on to dominate
Sunday’s race from pole position, leading every
lap and chalking up his fourth win in a row and
sixth of the season. Wolff, whose team have now
won 10 successive races, told Reuters that online
trolling was “starting to get out of control”.

“The trolling that happens in social media has
become so bad. People hide behind anonymous,
or not even anonymous, accounts and hit out,
which after some of these events has been really
bad. Canada was pretty bad,” he said. “To polar-
ize is good, and it can be an emotional and heat-

ed discussion. But I think it has come to a point
where sometimes the heated discussion around
the sport is becoming abuse and becoming per-
sonal and I don’t think that has a place in sport,”
added the Austrian. “At first it’s hard to swallow,
but it’s come to a point that it’s making us
stronger, every hit creates more desire to prove.”

Hamilton has long divided fans and the 34-
year-old, who has scaled the heights from a mod-
est multi-racial background, is looking stronger
than ever. “I sometimes get low and then I’m like,
I’m going to get through it, I’m going to fight
through it. I got a lot of real positive responses
from a lot of my fans... and my friends did the
same for me, lifted me up,” he said of his post.
Hamilton arrived late to Le Castellet, attending
fashion shows in Paris and a memorial for design-
er Karl Lagerfeld on Thursday.—Reuters

Online abuse only
makes us stronger,
Mercedes boss says 

Lopez becomes 
oldest Queen’s 
title winner at 37

LONDON: Britain’s Andy Murray (right) and Spain’s Feliciano Lopez pose with
the trophy after their win in the men’s doubles final tennis match against US
player Rajeev Ram and Britainís Joe Salisbury at the ATP Fever-Tree
Championships tournament at Queen’s Club in west London. —AFP 


