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In this file photo Michael Jackson’s children, Prince Jackson (left), Blanket Jackson (center) and Paris
Jackson (right) speak on stage during the ‘Michael Forever’ concert in memory of the late Michael Jackson at
The Millenium Stadium in Cardiff, Wales. — AFP photos

In this file photo (from left) Defense attorney J Michael Flanagan, Dr Conrad
Murray and defense attorney Ed Chernoff look on prior to the start of the
morning’s court proceedings during the final stage of Conrad Murray’s
defense in his involuntary manslaughter trial in the death of singer Michael
Jackson at the Los Angeles Superior Court.

In this file photo Paris Jackson arrives for the 2018 LACMA
Art+Film Gala at the Los Angeles County Museum of Art in
Los Angeles, California. 

Estates of rapper Tupac Shakur and rocker Tom Petty
are among a group seeking at least $100 million in
damages from Universal Music Group after revela-

tions that a 2008 fire allegedly torched precious master
recordings. The class action lawsuit filed just before the
weekend is the first legal action lobbed at UMG since
The New York Times published a bombshell investigation
saying that a trove of some 500,000 recordings includ-
ing masters were destroyed in the June 1, 2008 blaze.

Three law firms filed the suit in US Central District
Court in Los Angeles on behalf of artists including Tupac
and Petty’s estates along with members of the band
Soundgarden, alt rock group Hole and folk-rocker Steve
Earle. “UMG stored the Master Recordings embodying
Plaintiffs’ musical works in an inadequate, substandard
storage warehouse located on the backlot of Universal
Studios that was a known firetrap,” reads the filing.  The
suit also alleges UMG “concealed the loss with false
public statements” while pursuing a confidential settle-
ment with its sister company, Universal Studios.

Citing the terms of their recording contracts the artists
say they are entitled to at least half of that settlement,
estimated to be worth at least $150 million, according to
court documents. “UMG concealed its massive recovery
from plaintiffs, apparently hoping it could keep it all to
itself by burying the truth in sealed court filings and a
confidential settlement agreement,” the suit says. The
work of stars including Billie Holiday, Louis Armstrong,

Bing Crosby, Ella Fitzgerald, Sonny and Cher, Joni
Mitchell, Eric Clapton, Elton John, Janet Jackson and
Nirvana was reportedly engulfed in the flames.

Master recordings are one-of-a-kind source material
used to create vinyls, CDs and digital copies, the loss of
which would be particularly devastating for posthumous
releases and lucrative reissues. The head of Universal
Lucian Grainge said the company owes artists “trans-
parency” over the devastating fire, but in the wake of
the Times expose the conglomerate has largely down-
played the losses. “It happened 11 years ago and
[recent] headlines are just noise,” Arnaud de
Puyfontaine, the CEO of Vivendi, Universal’s parent
company, told Variety. French media titan Vivendi is cur-
rently seeking to sell 50 percent of Universal, by far the
world’s largest music company, a closely watched deal
that de Puyfontaine said remains on track. — AFP 

Rapper Tupac Shakur 

Defiant fans are preparing to mark 10 years since
Michael Jackson’s death as fascination with the
King of Pop remains undimmed despite lurid

claims of child sex abuse. On Hollywood’s Walk of Fame,
the singer’s star continues to draw a constant scrum of
selfie-snapping tourists, while nearby souvenir shops,
street performers and even tattoo parlors report a brisk
trade in all things Jackson. Across the street at Ripley’s
Believe It Or Not museum, a statue of the singer is
strategically perched above the box office to entice
tourists. Staff at Madame Tussauds say Jackson’s wax-
work remains a top draw.  

Yet according to the groundbreaking HBO documen-
tary “Leaving Neverland,” released earlier this year, it
was just a few hours’ drive from the heart of Hollywood
that Jackson used his celebrity and glamor to molest
young boys at his fairytale-themed ranch. While most
fans who spoke to AFP were aware of the documentary,
the adoration fostered from growing up with the
“Thriller” megastar’s many hits supersedes all else.

“I came here actually only for him. I don’t take pic-
tures with any other star,” said Dutch tourist Hooman
Nazemi. “Some stuff that they were saying in the doc was
kind of hard, but you cannot say 100 percent it’s true ... I
just love him. I love him and I think everybody does.”
Antoine Baynes, 31, a Jackson impersonator who moon-
walks along Hollywood Boulevard for tourists’ tips, said
the allegations had done nothing to diminish his perform-
ances’ appeal-in fact, the opposite. “After the HBO spe-
cial came out I received just as much if not more atten-
tion than before. It kinda gave it publicity,” he said.
“Honestly I’ve married people as Michael Jackson. I have
two weddings to do this Sunday, to do as Michael
Jackson!”

‘Love Rally’ 
The claims in the HBO documentary by two men who

say Jackson sexually abused them for years as minors
were not the first, but reignited the scandal after the
star’s fatal overdose at age 50 in 2009. In his lifetime,
Jackson denied all child sex allegations and his estate
filed a $100 million lawsuit against HBO for “posthumous
character assassination.” On Tuesday, the anniversary of
Jackson’s passing, die-hard fans from around the world
have planned an “MJ Innocent Love Rally” through
Hollywood to gather at his star on the sidewalk. Other
events include a “zombie dance” on Venice Beach and
screenings of fan-made tribute films.

Those who cannot attend are invited to donate money
for an annual ceremony placing roses by Jackson’s grave
in the nearby Forest Lawn cemetery. Organizers did not

respond to a request for comment, but claim on Twitter
that a record of more than 18,000 roses have been
bought this year. Yet numbers signing up to the events’
Facebook pages are conspicuously low, and pro-Jackson
messageboards are rife with complaints about the lack of
mainstream enthusiasm for anniversary events this year.
If the controversy has dampened commemorations-with
Variety reporting that TV networks and producers have
pulled the plug on long-planned anniversary programs-
Jackson’s commercial clout remains substantial. 

T-shirts, keyrings and coasters bearing the singer’s
likeness remain on prominent display at Hollywood
tourist stores lining the boulevard, outnumbered only by
images of Elvis Presley and Marilyn Monroe. Of a dozen
such shops visited by AFP, only one had removed Jackson
memorabilia from its shelves, citing a decline in interest.
And for some die-hard fans, a throwaway souvenir just
won’t cut it. “We get people asking for the silhouette,
with the hat, sometimes his signature,” said tattoo artist
John Lopez. “Maybe five or six each year. It’s no different
this year.” — AFP

In the months following pop icon Michael Jackson’s
shock death on June 25, 2009, his inner circle
found themselves thrust into the spotlight. Ten

years on, as the late King of Pop faces lurid allega-
tions of pedophilia from men he kept close as youths,
here’s a look at what’s become of the rest of the
eccentric bunch surrounding MJ:

Children 
Jackson went to great lengths to shield his three

children-Michael Joseph “Prince” Jr (22), Paris (21)
and Prince Michael II, better known as “Blanket” (17)
— from the paparazzi, often putting masks on them in
public. Since his death the two older children have
slowly started embracing the limelight, and are active
on social media. The eldest son has said he neither
sings nor dances but still entertains hopes of a show-
biz career, founding King’s Son Productions in 2016.

Paris has made several awards show appearances,
modeled for labels including Calvin Klein and Chanel,
and along with her boyfriend forms the folk-rock duo
The Soundflowers. She has struggled with mental
health and admitted trying to kill herself in 2013. But
she slammed reports she attempted suicide again ear-
lier this year-shortly after the release of the bombshell
documentary accusing her father of child sex abuse.
Blanket, who was born to an unnamed surrogate and
now prefers to go by “Bigi,” is still in high school and
has mostly laid low as he comes of age. Perhaps his
most famous world appearance was in 2002 when he
was still an infant-and his father dangled him over the
balcony of a chic Berlin hotel.

Parents 
Joe Jackson-known as the demanding patriarch of

the Jackson clan, with whom Michael had a strained
relationship-died on June 27, 2018 at age 89. He
launched his family’s dynasty as manager of The
Jackson 5 sibling group, steering at times the careers
of Michael and daughter Janet. Often criticized as a
stringent taskmaster, Joe was left out of Michael’s will
and failed to win bids for compensation. Katherine
Jackson, Michael’s now 89-year-old mother, gained
custody of his three children following his death and is
a beneficiary of the family trust. 

Siblings 
Michael’s sister Janet, 53, is a pop icon in her own

right and earlier this year nabbed a spot in the Rock
and Roll Hall of Fame. An artist whose synth-driven
sound came to define the cutting edge of New York’s
club scene in the late 1980s, Janet in recent years has
continued to tour and focus on charity efforts. 

She gave birth to a son in January 2017. Michael’s
brothers-Jackie, Tito, Marlon, Jermaine and Randy-

have been among the most vocal backers of his legacy
despite the troubling allegations against him. They
have continued to tour and record in various combi-
nations. Sisters La Toya, 63, and Maureen, 69, have
had minor singing careers, with the former taking a
turn on a number of reality television shows. The sib-
lings were left out of Michael’s will-a subject of much
legal wrangling-with the estate divvied out to charity,
his mother and his children.

Exes 
Debbie Rowe-a nurse and Michael’s second wife,

with the pair marrying in 1996 — is the mother of the
singer’s eldest children but was largely absent while
Michael was alive.   Since his death she struck a deal
with his mother for some visits with the kids. Lisa
Marie Presley-the daughter of Elvis, who wed Michael
in 1994 — has long denied that her short-lived mar-
riage to the popstar was a cover-up to revive his
image following pedophilia accusations, as many
reports suggested. A musician, she has married and
divorced four times, including to actor Nicolas Cage
and guitarist Michael Lockwood, and is a mother of
four. “I do believe he loved me as much as he could
love anyone and I loved him very much,” she wrote on
MySpace after Michael’s death. 

Doctors 
Conrad Murray, 66, administered the anesthetic

propofol to Jackson in a dose that ultimately triggered
the singer’s cardiac arrest and untimely death. He was
found guilty in 2011 of involuntary manslaughter after
a highly publicized trial. Murray was released from
California prison two years before his four-year sen-
tence finished on good behavior. He has since main-
tained his innocence but lost medical licenses in sever-
al states, and maintains a low profile. Arnold Klein,
Jackson’s longtime dermatologist and friend, died in
2015 at age 70.  The “King of Collagen” popular
among A-listers treated Jackson for the skin disorder
vitiligo. Rumors swirled that donated sperm was used
to father Jackson’s eldest children-their mother Rowe
worked in his clinic-but were never confirmed.

Lawyers 
Jackson’s siblings have complained of the manage-

ment of his estate, which was entrusted to entertain-
ment lawyer John Branca and the late superstar’s
lawyer, John McClain. The co-executors are neverthe-
less credited with transforming Michael’s hundreds of
millions of dollars in debt into assets worth more than
$1 billion.—AFP

People pose for pictures with Michael Jackson’s Hollywood Walk of Fame star in Hollywood.


