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NEW YORK: The United States
recorded 33 new measles cases last
week, bringing the number of con-
firmed cases this year to 1,077 in the
worst outbreak of the virus since
1992, federal health officials said
yesterday. The US Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention said
the cases of the highly contagious
and sometimes deadly disease rose
3% in the week ended June 20 from
the prior week. 

The 2019 outbreak, which has
spread to 28 states, is the worst
since 1992, when 2,126 cases were
recorded. Health experts say the
virus has spread among school-age
children whose parents declined to
give them the measles-mumps-
rubella vaccine, which confers immu-
nity to the disease. A vocal fringe of
US parents, some in New York’s
ultra-Orthodox Jewish communities,
cite concerns that the vaccine may

cause autism, despite scientific stud-
ies that have debunked such claims. 

The disease has mostly affected
children who have not received the
vaccine. Measles was declared
eliminated in the United States in
2000, meaning there was no con-
tinuous transmission of the disease
for a year. Still, cases of the virus
occur and spread via travelers
coming from countries where
measles is common.

CDC officials have warned that
the country risks losing its measles
elimination status if the ongoing out-
break, which began in October 2018
in New York, continues until October
2019. The outbreak has escalated
since 82 people in 2018 and more
than 40 people in 2019 brought
measles to the United States from
other countries, most frequently
Ukraine, Israel and the Philippines,
federal officials said. — Reuters

Ebola death toll breaks the
1,500 mark in DR Congo 
KINSHASA: More than 1,500 people have died in a nearly 10-month-old out-
break of Ebola in the Democratic Republic of Congo, the health ministry said
yesterday. As of Sunday, 1,506 people have died out of 2,239 recorded cases,
it said. Earlier this month, the virus claimed two lives in neighboring Uganda
among a family who had travelled to the DRC. Nearly 141,000 people have
been vaccinated in the affected eastern DRC provinces of Ituri and North
Kivu, the epicenter of the oubreak.

Ebola spreads among humans through close contact with the blood, body
fluids, secretions or organs of an infected person, or objects contaminated by
such fluids. The current outbreak in the DRC is the worst on record after an
epidemic that struck mainly in Liberia, Guinea and Sierra Leone between
2014-2016, killing more than 11,300 people. Chronic violence and militia
activity in Ituri and North Kivu as well as hostility to medical teams among
locals have hampered the response. 

Yesterday, a crowd of people opposed to the burial of two Ebola victims in
the Beni area burnt the vehicle of a health team, local police chief Colonel

Safari Kazingufu told AFP. He said a member of the medical team had been
injured in the attack and taken to hospital. The United Nations in May nomi-
nated an emergency coordinator to deal with the crisis. However, the World
Health Organization (WHO) said this month the outbreak currently did not
represent a global threat. — AFP 
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NAIROBI: Travelers at the arrival terminal head to be screened by port health
service, at the Jommo Kenyatta International airport in Nairobi. Kenya sought to
reassure the public and foreign visitors after a suspected Ebola case. — AFP 


