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WASHINGTON: Democratic presidential candidate
Beto O’Rourke yesterday proposed taxing affluent
American families who do not have members in the US
military as a way to fund healthcare for veterans. The
former congressman from Texas unveiled a plan for mil-
itary veterans that includes a “war tax,” in which tax-
payers who earn over $200,000 a year would pay
$1,000 in a new tax for each war embarked on by the
United States.

O’Rourke, who did not serve in the military but sat
on the House of Representatives Armed Services and
Veterans’ Affairs committees, said the tax would be
levied on households without current members of the
US military or military veterans. He did not specify what
types of war, or the scale and origins of the wars, on
which the tax would be levied. 

The money raised from the war tax would be
deposited into a newly created Veterans Health Care
Trust Fund, which would be created at the start of each
new war and be used to support veterans’ healthcare,
disability and other medical needs when they return
from conflict, O’Rourke said.

The proposal was part of a broader plan by

O’Rourke, who has struggled to gain traction in opinion
polls among Democratic contenders, to improve servic-
es for military veterans. He also urged an end to “wars
in Iraq and Afghanistan,” and reinvestment of the sav-
ings in veterans programs. The military has about 1.36
million active-duty members out of a total US popula-
tion of some 327 million people. The country’s armed
forces have been all-volunteer since the military draft
ended in 1973 as the United States wound down its
involvement in the Vietnam War.

In language borrowed from former Democratic
President John F Kennedy, O’Rourke said Americans
must be “willing to pay any price, and bear any bur-
den” to provide care, support and resources to all vet-
erans. He called for ending the “blank check for endless
war” waged by the United States and to invest spend-
ing on the care of those who had served in armed con-
flicts. O’Rourke, 46, launched his presidential bid in
March after rising to national prominence last year
when he narrowly lost his bid to defeat Republican US
Senator Ted Cruz in Texas. His national support among
likely Democratic primary voters is currently around 4
percent. — Reuters
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Serial killer pleads guilty 

NICOSIA: A Greek Cypriot army officer pleaded guilty
yesterday to seven counts of premeditated murder in a
serial killing case that has shocked the Mediterranean
island. Nikos Metaxas, 35, was led into a Nicosia court
under heavy security and stared grimly at the ground as
a prosecutor read out a string of charges, including kid-
napping and the killings of five women and two of their
daughters-all foreigners. Holding back tears, he pleaded
guilty to the accusations one by one. After the prosecu-
tor read a long document detailing his crimes, Metaxas,
who faces life in prison, read out a short handwritten
statement apologizing to his victims. — AFP

IS claims Chechnya attack 

MOSCOW: The Islamic State group has claimed
responsibility for a knife attack on police near the pres-
idential palace in Chechnya, where Russian authorities
are locked in a simmering conflict with Islamist militants.
On Sunday a man stabbed a police officer and an officer
of the national guard after he was stopped while driving
near the residence of Ramzan Kadyrov, the strongman
leader of the Russian republic.  The assailant, a Chechen
born in 1997 according to police, was shot dead. Police
said in a statement that the details of the attack were
being established. — AFP

Asylum seeker faces charges 

PORT MORESBY: An Indian man who tried to kill him-
self by setting fire to his room at a refugee camp in
Papua New Guinea faces charges of arson and
attempted suicide, police have told AFP. Punjabi asylum
seeker Ravinder Singh, aged in his 30s, locked himself
in a shipping container room at a camp on Manus
Island on Friday and started a blaze that engulfed two
other rooms before being brought under control.
Manus provincial police commander David Yapu said
late Sunday that Singh-who sustained burns to his face
and right hand-had been questioned and would be
charged, but was evacuated to Port Moresby for med-
ical treatment. — AFP

Survivors pulled from collapsed building

SIHANOUKVILLE, Cambodia: Two men were pulled
alive from the rubble of a collapsed Cambodian build-
ing yesterday, more than two days after a construction
site accident that left at least 28 dead. Hopes that more
survivors would be found under the debris had all but
faded, but against the odds two people were cut free
from the tangled wreckage and carried out by rescuers.
The seven-storey Chinese-owned building folded in on
itself before dawn on Saturday as scores of workers
slept within the under-construction building in
Sihanoukville. — AFP

COLUMBIA: Democratic presidential candidate former Rep Beto O’Rourke delegates from the floor at the South
Carolina Democratic Party State Convention in Columbia, South Carolina. — AFP

Air Canada passenger 
falls asleep on plane, 
wakes up alone 
MONTREAL: A woman boarded an Air Canada flight ear-
lier this month, fell asleep after takeoff and woke up alone
in a dark, parked plane, apparently forgotten about by
ground staff. Tiffani Adams’s story was posted by a friend
on Air Canada’s Facebook page, drawing incredulous
reactions from readers and a request for details from the
airline. According to the post, Adams was flying from
Quebec to Toronto Pearson International Airport when she
fell asleep, aided by the fact that she’d ended up with a
whole row of seats to herself.

She woke up in “pitch black,” with the plane having
landed and apparently been towed away from the airport,
after passengers and crew had disembarked. “I think I’m
having a bad dream (because) like seriously how is this
happening,” she wrote. She briefly called a friend but was
cut short when her phone’s battery died. “I’m trying to
focus on my breathing and control my panic attack while I
attempt to charge my phone by plugging into every USB
port I could find,” she wrote, but that proved fruitless
because the electricity on the plane was turned off.

After finally finding a torch in the cockpit, she managed
to open one of the doors but faced a drop of up to 50 feet
to get out of the plane. She then used the torch to draw the
attention of a luggage cart driver, who arrived to find
Adams with her legs hanging out of the plane’s open door-

way. “He is in shock, asking how the heck they left me on
the plane,” she said. “I’m wondering the same.” Air Canada
apologized for the incident, Adams said, but she hasn’t had

much sleep since and is struggling with night terrors. Air
Canada told broadcaster CTV News that it was reviewing
the episode but declined to offer further details.—AFP

Georgia party chief 
announces reforms 
after protests
TBILISI: The head of Georgia’s ruling party announced
sweeping electoral reforms yesterday, meeting some of the
demands expressed at the anti-government protests that
have gripped the capital Tbilisi for days. Speaking at a
news conference after four days of demonstrations,
Bidzina Ivanishvili announced a “large-scale political
reform”. Parliamentary elections next year will now be held
under a proportional system, a key demand of protesters
who said the existing system favored Ivanishvili’s ruling
Georgian Dream party.

There will also be no threshold for parties to enter

parliament, said Ivanishvili. It was unclear whether the
announcement would be enough to mollify protesters,
who were also demanding a snap vote and planning
another demonstration for Monday night. The protests
have sparked a political crisis and raised tensions with
Moscow to levels not seen in years. They erupted after
a Russian lawmaker addressed parliament from the
speaker’s seat last week, a hugely provocative move for
two countries whose ties remain strained after a brief
war in 2008.

The rallies evolved into a broader movement against
Ivanishvili, a billionaire businessman widely believed to be
calling the shots in Georgia. Demonstrators gathered in
front of the imposing building of Georgia’s parliament,
flooding the capital’s main Rustavi Avenue and blocking
traffic.  Protest placards took aim at Ivanishvili and
Russian President Vladimir Putin who, in response to the
protests, banned Russian airlines from flying to Georgia
and Georgian air carriers travelling to Russia.

The first day of the protests saw a violent police crack-

down that left 160 demonstrators and 80 police officers
injured. More than 300 people were arrested.  Media
reports said that several protesters-including a 19-year-
old girl-lost their sight after being hit by rubber bullets.
The Kremlin has branded the protests a “Russophobic
provocation” and suspended air travel from July 8, a move
criticized by many Russians who often travel to Georgia
for holidays.

Relations between Georgia and Soviet-era master
Russia have long been fractured over Tbilisi’s efforts to
join the European Union and NATO.  The confrontation
culminated in a war over Georgia’s breakaway regions of
Abkhazia and South Ossetia in August 2008. After the war,
which claimed the lives of hundreds of soldiers and civil-
ians from both sides, Moscow recognized South Ossetia
and another separatist enclave, Abkhazia, as independent
states where it then stationed permanent military bases.
Tbilisi and its Western allies denounced the move as an
“illegal military occupation”. The two regions constitute 20
percent of Georgia’s territory. — AFP

UK’s Hunt urges 
Johnson not 
to bea ‘coward’
LONDON: Jeremy Hunt, the underdog in a bitter battle
with Boris Johnson to become Britain’s next prime minister,
yesterday called on his rival not to be “a coward” trying to
“avoid scrutiny”-over both a domestic row and his policy
agenda. Foreign minister Hunt urged Johnson, who has
become embroiled in a scandal over a dispute with his
girlfriend that led to a police visit last week, to “man up”
and show he can cope with questioning.

Johnson, the overwhelming favorite to replace Theresa
May as Conservative Party leader, and therefore prime
minister, has refused to discuss the early Friday incident.
He has also kept an unusually low profile during the
weeks-old race, skipping a candidates’ TV debate and
doing barely any media interviews. “I am not interested in
debating Boris’s private life,” Hunt said in an article in The
Times, arguing he instead wants to quiz Johnson on his
Brexit plans and other ideas. 

“A new prime minister needs the legitimacy of having
made his arguments publicly and having them subjected to
scrutiny.  “Only then can you walk through the front door
of No 10 with your head held high instead of slinking
through the back door, which is what Boris appears to
want.” Urging Johnson to attend a TV debate proposed
for Tuesday evening, Hunt added: “Don’t be a coward
Boris, man up and show the nation you can cope with the
intense scrutiny the most difficult job in the country will
involve.”

Sky News said yesterday that Johnson had so far
declined its invitation to take part in the head-to-head
debate, and that without him it would not go ahead. “But
we will reissue our invitation for Mr Hunt and Mr Johnson
to debate live on Sky News next Monday, 1 July,” the
broadcaster added in a statement. Johnson, 55, a former
London mayor and foreign secretary, was involved in a
loud altercation early Friday at the home of his 31-year-old
girlfriend Carrie Symonds.

Neighbors called police after hearing screams, shouts
and bangs at the south London property, shortly after
Johnson had secured his place in the final run-off to
become prime minister. The couple, who were spoken to
by officers but face no further action, have reportedly fled
the home following the incident and a handful of anti-
Johnson protesters gathering there Sunday. When asked
about it at a Conservative grassroots event Saturday,
Johnson said: “I don’t think people want to hear about that
kind of thing.” — AFP

UN rights chief urges
states to repatriate
families of IS fighters 
GENEVA: The UN rights chief called yesterday for countries
to repatriate family members of suspected foreign fighters in
Syria, including thousands of foreign children of Islamic State
group jihadists. The call from the United Nations High
Commissioner for Human Rights, Michelle Bachelet, came as
world leaders face divisive decisions over the families of for-
eign jihadists captured or killed in Syria and Iraq.

Australia yesterday confirmed that eight orphans of
Australian IS fighters had been spirited out of a camp in
Syria and were now under the government’s care. The move
marked a U-turn for Prime Minister Scott Morrison, who
had previously indicated his government would only help
citizens if they approached an embassy or consulate.
Morrison said Australia’s decision to assume care of the
eight children-believed to be aged between two and 17 —
was not “made lightly”. But ultimately he concluded “chil-
dren should not be punished for the crimes of their parents”.

Following the collapse of IS’s self-proclaimed caliphate,
foreigners from nearly 50 countries have been detained in
Syria and Iraq, and more than 11,000 of their family mem-
bers are being held in difficult conditions in Syria’s al-Hol
camp. In a speech to the opening session of the UN
Human Rights Council, Bachelet sought to provide clarity
to governments uncertain how to handle the families-and
especially children-of jihadist fighters from their country.

“Foreign family members should be repatriated, unless
they are to be prosecuted for crimes in accordance with
international standards,” she said. “Children, in particular,
have suffered grievous violations of their rights, including
those who may have been indoctrinated or recruited by ISIL
to perpetrate violent acts,” she said, using another acronym
for IS. “The primary consideration must be their rehabilita-
tion, protection and best interests.” The UN rights chief

pointed to UNICEF estimates that there are some 29,000
children of foreign fighters in Syria — 20,000 of them from
Iraq-and most of them under 12. France, which has one of the
largest contingents of jihadists who were captured or turned
themselves in, took in 12 children of French jihadists earlier
this month. Paris has said it is studying the files of all its citi-
zens held in northeastern Syria on a case-by-case basis.

Irresponsible cruelty
Many of the children were born in Syria, and some gov-

ernments have refused to grant them their parent’s nation-
ality. “Despite the complexity of these challenges, render-
ing people stateless is never an acceptable option,”
Bachelet said. “Thousands of young children have been
born to foreign families during the years of conflict, and
states should provide the same access to nationality for
children born to their nationals in conflict zones as is oth-
erwise applicable,” she said. “To inflict statelessness on
children who have already suffered so much is an act of
irresponsible cruelty,” she insisted. Bachelet also stressed
that countries remained responsible for their citizens fac-
ing prosecution for being foreign fighters in Syria, as well
as in Iraq, where more than 150 have been sentenced to
death under anti-terrorism laws. “States have important
responsibilities for their own nationals,” including ensuring
they receive fair trials, she said.

Sudan request 
Separately, Bachelet voiced deep concern over Sudan,

which has been wracked by tensions between protesters
and the generals who seized power after the army ousted
long-time president Omar al-Bashir in April. Bachelet cited
reports that more than 100 people were killed and many
more injured in a breakup of a peaceful June 3 rally. “We
have received allegations of rape and sexual abuse of both
women and men during the crackdown, as well as informa-
tion alleging that hundreds of protestors may be missing,”
she said. “I regret that the government has not responded
to our request for access to investigate allegations of seri-
ous human rights violations by the joint security forces
during the crackdown,” she added. Bachelet also called for
Sudan to end a nationwide internet blockade. — AFP

BIRMINGHAM: Conservative MP Boris Johnson gestures as
he answers questions from journalist Iain Dale as he takes
part in a Conservative Party leadership hustings event in
Birmingham, central England . — AFP

MONTREAL: In this file photo an Air Canada†plane sits on the tarmac at Trudeau airport near Montreal,
Canada. — AFP


