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ADDIS ABABA: A man reads the Ethiopian newspaper ‘The Reporter’, depicting the portraits of killed Ambachew Mekonen, left, President of the Ahmara Region, and of Gen Sere Mekonen, Chief of Staff of the Ethiopian National Forces, in
Addis Ababa. —AFP

Amhara attorney general dies from wounds

Searing heat 
across Europe
sparks scramble 
for shade
PARIS: Fans flew off store shelves and public fountains
offered relief from the heat as temperatures soared in
Europe yesterday, with officials urging vigilance ahead
of even hotter conditions forecast later in the week.
Meteorologists blamed a blast of torrid air from the
Sahara for the unusually early summer heatwave, which
could send thermometers up to 40 degrees Celsius
(104 Fahrenheit) across large swathes of the continent.

Authorities have issued warnings against dehydra-
tion and heatstroke, in particular for children and the
elderly, and hospitals have been placed on high alert.
“I’m worried about people who are downplaying this,
who are continuing to exercise as usual or stay out in
the sun,” French Health Minister Agnes Buzyn said.
“This affects all of us, nobody is a superman when it
comes to dealing with the extreme heat we’re going
to see on Thursday and Friday,” she told a press
conference.

“It’s unprecedented because it’s hitting so early in
June, we haven’t seen this since 1947,” said Emmanuel
Demael, a forecaster at the Meteo-France weather
agency. He expects records will be set for the month,
“and in some places records for all months combined.”
In Paris, officials pledged to open “cool rooms” inside
public buildings, set up temporary water fountains, and
leave the city’s parks unlocked at night.

City workers also plan to distribute water to the
homeless and install fans in schools and nurseries. But
fans were in short supply after weather reports
prompted a rush on stores over the weekend, and
France’s electric grid operator RTE is expecting a surge
in demand as air-conditioning is turned up to maximum.
French retailer Boulanger said sales of “air treatment”
equipment had jumped 400 percent from normal levels
in recent days.

Records in view 
Spain’s AEMET weather agency warned of an

“extreme risk” of forest fires in areas including Aragon,
Navarre and Extremadura, with temperatures that
could exceed 42 degrees in the Ebro valley in the
northeast. In Germany, forecasters said the June record
of 38.2 degrees for Frankfurt in 1947 was likely to come
under threat, with little prospect of storms to cool
things down. “It could get up to 39 degrees, some
places could even crack the 40 degree mark,” said
Sabine Krueger of the German weather service, with
the southwest due to be the hottest.

Even Scandinavian countries aren’t being spared,
with parts of southern Denmark and Sweden likely to
reach 30 degrees starting Tuesday. The temperatures
will be most intense from Thursday, forecasters say, and
high humidity is likely to make conditions even more
difficult, especially at night. France’s Labor Minister
Muriel Penicaud urged businesses to “adapt their hours
and equipment” to help employees cope.

Meteorologists have said such heatwaves are likely
to be more frequent, even if countries succeed in their
commitments to limit global temperature increases as
part of the 2015 Paris climate accord. The deal aims to
contain increases to 1.5 degrees Celsius (2.6 Fahrenheit),
committing nations to reduce emissions to this end. The
European Union pledged to cut carbon emissions 40
percent below 1990 levels by 2030. —AFP

Scars on Middle East 
landscape bear witness 
to past peace failures
JERUSALEM: Talk of Middle East peace is in the air
again, as politicians are set to gather in Bahrain to
launch the latest in a long line of initiatives to resolve
the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. Thousands of words
and millions of dollars will likely be expended at the
U.S.-led conference on June 25-26 aimed at boosting
the Palestinian economy, as the f irst  phase of
President Donald Trump’s long-delayed peace plan
gets under way. Bearing witness to the difficulty of
the task are the scars left by wars past across the
landscape of Israel, the Palestinian Territories and the
Golan Heights.

Ancient ruins and medieval castles bear witness to
the fact that conflict between the peoples of the
Levant is nothing new. Since the end of British
Mandate rule and the creation of the modern state of
Israel in 1948, invasions, wars, armistices, treaties,
uprisings, barriers, checkpoints and civil wars have
shifted the boundaries of who can travel - and live -
where. Yet on the ground there remain fragments of
who came and went before.

In the far north, on the western edge of the Israeli-
occupied Golan Heights, a decades-old rusting Syrian
tank can still be seen lying upside down in a whitewa-
ter stream. It lies in what used to be a demilitarized
zone that separated the Syrian and Israeli armies
from 1949 until the Six Day War of 1967, when Israel
captured most of the mountainous plateau from Syria,
occupying and later annexing it. Today, Israeli tourists

carve graffiti into the metal of the tank while dangling
their feet in the foaming water below. “It’s surrealis-
tic,” said Daniel Alonim, 54, as his friends played
Scrabble atop the hulk. “Like it fell from space.” It did
fall, but not from space.

Trenches, fortifications
Amiram Efrati, from nearby Kibbutz Dan, fought in

a June 1967 battle against half a dozen Syrian tanks
that had advanced on Israeli positions from the then
Syrian-held Golan. One of the tanks opened fire in a
dry wheat field, he recalls. “The fire caught up to the
tank tracks and metal chains and they started to
retreat,” said Efrati, now 82. “One of the tanks went
too close to the edge, it was too heavy for that kind
of terrain and it fell down. It’s still there.”

Fifty-two years later he has little confidence that
peace efforts will succeed. “I don’t believe it, not in
the Middle East.” Across the Golan are other
reminders of the 1967 and 1973 wars between Israel
and Syria: minefields, foxholes and abandoned
armour. One former Syrian building bears Arabic
graffiti reading “The Syrian army passed by here”. It
is not the only army to have passed through.

The British army arrived in 1917 and left in 1948,
when British rule ended. As they departed, neighboring
Arab countries invaded, and Jordanian forces captured
the West Bank and East Jerusalem. An armistice a year
later created the “Green Line” that separated Israeli-
controlled West Jerusalem from the Jordanian-held
east of the city for nearly two decades from 1949 until
the 1967 war, when Israel captured East Jerusalem.

There is now almost no visible sign of the “Green
Line” in the middle of the city. But on Jerusalem’s
Ammunition Hil l , a memorial  preserves the old
Jordanian trenches and fortifications, on a site origi-
nally built by the British.—Reuters

ADDIS ABABA: Ethiopian police have shot dead a
security chief suspected of orchestrating a deadly bid
to overthrow the regional Amhara government, with
possible links to the murder of the army chief, state
media reported yesterday. Prime Minister Abiy
Ahmed’s office had named Amhara security chief
Asaminew Tsige as the chief suspect in an “attempted
coup” in the region that left its president, top adviser
and attorney general dead on Saturday.

A few hours later in what the government said
appeared to be a “coordinated attack”, the army chief
Seare Mekonnen was killed by his bodyguard at his
home in Addis Ababa. However details of links between
the two attacks and their ultimate motive have not been
made clear. “Asaminew Tsige, who has been in hiding
since the failed coup attempt over the weekend has
been shot dead” in the regional capital Bahir Dar, state
broadcaster EBC reported.

While observers say there were no telltale signs of a
concerted national coup, the unrest is a major blow for
Abiy, who has embarked on a series of reforms which
have unleashed ethnic tensions and bitter political rival-
ries. Asaminew was only last year released from almost

a decade in prison over a 2009 coup plot, under a mass
prisoner amnesty that began under former Prime
Minister Hailemariam Desalegn and continued under his
reformist successor Abiy.

Analysts describe him as a hardline Amhara nation-
alist who was likely facing removal from his job over
efforts to form a militia and rhetoric pushing for territo-
ry in neighboring Tigray to be reclaimed. He recently
appeared in a Facebook video calling for civilians to
arm themselves in preparation for attack. Amhara is one
of Ethiopia’s nine autonomous states and its people are
the second-largest ethnic grouping after the Oromo.
Both communities spearheaded two years of anti-gov-
ernment protests which led to the resignation of
Hailemariam.

Stay united
A statement read on state television on Sunday night

from parliament speaker Tagesse Chafo called for the
country to “stay together and united” as he announced
a national day of mourning. “All of us will remember the
people who lost their lives for our togetherness and
unity,” a television announcer said, reading a statement

from speaker Tagesse Chafo. “It is a sad day for the
whole nation. We have lost people who were patriotic.
They are martyrs of peace.”

The European Union in a statement urged “restraint
from all sides of the Ethiopian political spectrum, both at
national and regional levels.” “The EU firmly reiterates the
need for continued peaceful and democratic reforms in
Ethiopia and its support to the efforts of the Prime
Minister and his government in this context,” said the
statement. Minister of Defense Lemma Megresa
described the army chief as “humble, a very good col-
league, a brother”, on national television on Sunday night.

“The attack left the country in a difficult position. It
is important for the army to remain united in this diffi-
cult time,” he said. The internet remained completely
cut across the nation for the third consecutive day, after
being severed for much of the prior week without
explanation.

Security beefed up 
In the capital Addis Ababa it was a busy day as peo-

ple went about their business as usual but security at
the airport was beefed up with the presence of special

forces. In the Amhara capital Bahir Dar there was a sig-
nificant presence of federal police officers around gov-
ernment offices, residents told AFP. Observers have
said that the killings underscore the tensions across
Ethiopia sparked by Abiy’s efforts since he came to
power in April 2018 to loosen the iron grip of a state
long run by emperors and strongmen.

His efforts to transition from one-party state to
democracy have seen him embarking on economic
reforms. He has allowed dissident groups back into the
country, sought to crack down on rights abuses and
arrested dozens of top military and intelligence offi-
cials. These moves have been lauded abroad, but have
earned Abiy enemies at home. Exactly a year ago he
survived a grenade attack at a rally which left two dead.

Long-simmering ethnic tensions along the borders
of the autonomous regions-divided along ethnic lines-
have burst into violence, leaving scores dead and more
than a million displaced. Meanwhile the prospect of
elections in 2020 has shaken up local politics as long-
standing regional parties find themselves facing chal-
lengers to their power, while observers say there has
been a surge of ethno-nationalism.—AFP


