
LONDON: Britain’s ‘FIRST’ magazine released an issue
commemorating the 120th anniversary of the 1899
Anglo-Kuwaiti Agreement. The publication included a
number of statements by current and former British
officials who spoke about the strong relations between
Kuwait and the UK. In the publication, Queen Elizabeth
II sent special greetings to the Kuwaiti leadership and
people on this occasion. Secretary of State for Foreign
and Commonwealth Affairs Jeremy Hunt also provided
a lengthy statement on this occasion. “I hope to broad-
en our cooperation in financial services, infrastructure
and Cyber Security,” said Hunt, adding, “I hope we can
do even more together. In particular, I hope to broaden
our cooperation in financial services, infrastructure and
Cyber Security.” Hunt lauded Kuwait’s role globally,
saying that the Gulf country “used its place on the
United National Security Council and other interna-
tional forums to be a voice of reason and moderation.”

Shared values and interests
“Our shared values and interests have allowed our

countries to pursue joint goals, including the lasting
stability of the Gulf,” he said. Similarly, Secretary of
State for International Trade Liam Fox affirmed, “This
year we celebrate the 120th anniversary of the UK-
Kuwait Friendship Treaty. Our two countries have a
close bond built on a long, shared history. This anniver-
sary is not just a chance to reflect on years of success-
ful partner- ship. It is an opportunity to think about
where we go in the future.”

He added, “We will of course continue to build on
our defense and security collaboration - particularly
cyber - and Kuwait will remain a key development and
humanitarian partner for the UK, using its unique influ-
ence in the Middle East and Africa to help us respond
to some of the world’s most pressing crises.” On UK-
Kuwaiti trade and economic relations, Fox said com-

mercial exchange grow from September 2017 from the
month last year, revealing “UK exports to Kuwait grew
by a staggering 17.9 percent, up to 2.5 billion British
Pound Sterling (Around $3.18 billion).” Fox pointed out
that “the Kuwait Investment Authority (KIA) is the old-
est Sovereign Wealth Fund in the world and has been
operating through the Kuwait Investment Office (KIO)
in London since 1953.”

“The KIA has a UK portfolio estimated at an astound-
ing 35 billion British Pound Sterling ($44.5 billion),” Fox
said. “This level of investment helps to bring prosperity to

both the UK and Kuwait creating jobs for our people and
increasing profits for our companies,” indicated the
British official, adding, “this is a signal of what is to come
greater access and increased opportunity for both of our
countries.” Fox renewed British interest in the New
Kuwait Vision 2035, indicating, “with renewed commit-
ment to expanding our multi-faceted relationship even
further, I am confident that our best years are yet to
come. But this requires the proper mechanisms for effec-
tive government to government engagement which is why
we have established a Joint Steering Group to provide a
forum for us to share experiences.”

One of UK’s oldest allies
Providing more input, former UK Prime Minister Sir

John Major expressed his joy over the advent of the
occasion, saying, “Kuwait is one of the UK’s oldest
allies, with a relationship strengthened through trade,
through common interests, and through personal rela-
tionships.” “I warmly welcome the 120th Anniversary of
the Friendship Treaty between our two nations, and
look forward to our close ties being further strength-
ened in the years to come,” said Major.

Fellow former Prime Minister Tony Blair also provided
a statement on this occasion. “Our nations’ friendship has
long been important. From the reign of Mubarak the
Great through to the leadership of His Highness Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah... And as we mark
120 years since that landmark treaty between the two
countries, it is important was built that we reflect on the
foundations on which t its heart was a security relation-
ship.” He affirmed, “Britain will remain a strong partner
for the country as it continues to modernize and reform.
And as we celebrate our Snared past, we also reaffirm
our commitment to our common future.” Blair lauded the
decisions made by the Kuwaiti leadership to provide
more space for the private sector to contribute to the
state development, affirming,” Part of the solution will be
developing the private sector, as set out in its (Kuwait)
Vision 2035 strategy.” Finally, Defense Senior Advisor to
the Middle East and North Africa, Lieutenant-General
Sir John Lorimer said, “The United Kingdom has been at
Kuwait’s side numerous times... most notably when Iraq
invaded and occupied Kuwait in 1990.”

“Today, Kuwait is a key partner to the Counter-Daesh
Coalition,” stated Lorimer, adding, “during my time as the
Defense Senior Adviser for the Middle East and North
Africa, I have been impressed by the strong, personal
connections between the UK and Kuwait Armed Forces.”
The publication included various photos and shots docu-

menting historical moments in the two countries histories
including the visit by His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah
Al-Ahmad in 2012 and his reception by Queen Elizabeth.
A photocopy of the 1899 Anglo-Kuwaiti Agreement was
also included in the issue. —KUNA
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Britain’s ‘FIRST’ magazine cover commemorating the 120th
anniversary of the 1899 Anglo-Kuwaiti Agreement.

Ambassador
addresses Kuwaiti
graduates planning
to study in US
KUWAIT: US Ambassador
to Kuwait Lawrence
Silverman delivered a
speech addressing Kuwaiti
graduates planning to study
in the United States, who
attended a pre-departure
orientation meeting
organized by the
Ministry of Higher
Education yesterday.

In his  speech, the
ambassador thanked
Minister of Education
and Minister of Higher
Education Dr Hamed
Al-Azmi and other
ministry officials “for their continuous efforts to
ensure that Kuwaiti students have the financial
and other support needed to pursue studies at
top-quality American universities.”

The Ambassador then turned his attention to
the graduates, applauding their decision to study
in the United States. “You are about to begin
what may be the most memorable period of your
lives.  It will be a time of many new beginnings
and maybe some challenges,” he said. “And dur-
ing those challenging times, I want you to know
that you are not alone. There are many people
out there to support you and to help you make
the most of your American experience.  You have
the support of your families and friends, your

cultural office, and NUKS-USA, and the vibrant
Kuwaiti student communities that already exist in
many schools .  I  urge  you to  turn  to  these
resources for assistance and support, as you
need i t .”  “Your  choice  to  s tudy in  the  US
strengthens the bonds between our two nations,
not just in the present, but also in the future,” the
Ambassador said. “Once you have completed
your studies and returned to Kuwait, your edu-
cation and experience in the US will strengthen
the  l inks  between our  cu l tures  and our
economies.”

A m b a s s a d o r  S i l ve r m a n  e n c o u ra g e d  t h e
graduates to apply early for their student visa.
“Appointments for student visas are a priority
for the US Embassy,” he said. “You can sched-
ule an appointment at any time, and in order to
meet  the  s tudent  demand, we have spec ia l
days dedicated to student appl icat ions and
interviews - July 16 and August 6.”

Doors open for
KAFO 3rd edition
participation 

KUWAIT: Amiri Diwan Advisor Dr Yousef Al-Ibrahim announced
yesterday that the doors for Kuwait’s Achievers for Future
Opportunities (KAFO) forum participants are open in its third edition.
Ibrahim, who is also Chairman of KAFO Supervisory Committee, said
in a press conference that KAFO annually holds a meeting to review
what was done during the year and to highlight youth initiatives and
successes that contribute to achieving New Kuwait 2035 Vision. The
forum, which will be held on October 9, is an opportunity to meet
with young people, learn about their capabilities, new ideas and inno-
vations, and inform them of the latest changes on the project’s web-
site and application. Ibrahim called on young people to join KAFO to
make use of the exchange of expertise.

Dr Fatma Al-Moussawi, the platform’s Executive Director, said
that participants will be selected this season based on their compe-
tencies and achievements in different fields through KAFO platform.
She also welcomed everyone desiring to join the forum through its
Instagram account. KAFO is the first national platform showcasing
achievers to ease the process of searching, connecting and collabo-
rating among each other. The main objective of KAFO is to have
access to Kuwaiti achievers and talents through a platform that can
display their efforts and empower them to attain more and collabo-
rate with others.  —KUNA

KUWAIT: Dr Yousef Al-Ibrahim speaks at the press conference.  —KUNA KUWAIT: US Ambassador to Kuwait Lawrence Silverman at the US Embassy’s pavilion during the event.

US Ambassador to Kuwait Lawrence Silverman speaks to graduates.

KUWAIT: Kuwait University announced yesterday receiving the female students’ buildings of the Faculty of Administrative Sciences and Faculty of Life Sciences in the Sabah Al-Salem University City (Al-Shadadiya). —KUNA

US Ambassador to Kuwait
Lawrence Silverman speaks to
the media.
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oldest allies


