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KUWAIT: Aerial shot of the Jaber Al-Ahmad Cultural Center and Kuwaiti City.  — Photo by Mohammad Al-Hadhoud (KUNA)

KUWAIT: The 22nd International Music Festival,
organized by the National Council for Culture, Arts and
Letters (NCCAL), was launched coinciding with the
International Music Day under the patronage of
Minister of Information and Minister of State for Youth
Affairs Mohammad Al-Jabri. In a statement to the press,
the representative of the ceremony sponsor, Assistant
Secretary-General of the Arts Sector at the Council, Dr
Bader Al-Duweesh, said that the Council is proud to
select the Kuwaiti musician Anwar Abdullah, whose
name was associated with the greatest artists, to be the
opening figure in this festival. Duweesh called on the
public to follow up and attend the different events,
appreciating the support of the Ministry of Information
and their cooperation in transmitting this event through
Kuwait Radio. In his opening speech, Duweesh said that
since its discovery, music has played a key role in the
improvement of the human spirit, the building of civi-
lizations and the development of society. The festival
runs from 23 to 28 of June with a number of different

musical evenings with the participation of international
artists and teams. — KUNA

Kuwait backs
FAO food
security efforts
ROME: Kuwait said yesterday that it trusts the role and
goals of the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) in
wiping out poverty and promoting sustainable develop-
ment. Addressing a FAO meeting, Kuwait’s Representative
to the FAO General Conference Ali Al-Farsi voiced his
country’s confidence in fighting poverty and famine, sup-
porting food security and consolidating sustainable
development. Farsi, who doubles as Deputy Director-
General of the Public Authority for Agricultural Affairs
and Fish Resources, reiterated that Kuwait throws much
weight behind the FAO’s policies purposed to notch up
global sustainable development goals. Noting Kuwait’s
willingness to prop up its relations with the FAO, he said
the FAO is poised to open a partnership and liaison office
in Kuwait in the near future in order to promote its food

security and boost its technical capabilities. With its
marked advancement in the food sector, Kuwait hinges
upon the FAO’s technical support thanks to its great
expertise in the realm of water and fish resources, the
Kuwaiti official added.

Meanwhile, Farsi congratulated the new Director-
General and China’s candidate Qu Dongyu. Speaking on
behalf of Kuwait and the Group of Near East Countries to
FAO, which is chaired by Kuwait, Farsi also thanked the
outgoing Director-General Graziano Da Silva for his great
efforts during the last eight years. Farsi noted the contribu-
tions of Da Silva to the development of the organization
and work with its members to assist them in achieving the
most important strategic objectives of sustainable develop-
ment to eradicate poverty and hunger. 

“Our region looks forward to further FAO efforts to help it
develop various sectors of agriculture and find suitable solu-
tions to market its products to contribute to economic devel-
opment and food security in their countries,” he added. Farsi
reiterated Kuwait’s support to the new Director-General from
the Near East, North Africa and the Arab region and wished
him success in leading the organization and achieving a critical
goal for food security and safety. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Musician Anwar Abdullah is honored during the
ceremony. — KUNA photos

A musical performance during the International Music Festival.

Musician Anwar Abdullah (right) performs on the Oud during the International Music Festival.

Media forum reflects
cooperative bond
with Kuwait:
Jordanian PM 
AMMAN: Jordanian Prime Minister Omar Al-Razzaz
yesterday stressed the deep brotherly relations with
Kuwait, saying the Kuwait-Jordan media forum in
Amman “translates” the cooperative bond. This came
while meeting a Kuwaiti delegation participating in
the media forum which kicked off on Sunday with
seminars held to discuss challenges ahead of the pro-
posed subjects and facing them, Jordan’s Petra news

agency said. Razzaz praised the relations with
Kuwait and considered them a “model” for Arab
relations in all fields, underlining the need to devel-
op prospects of cooperation serving the interest of
both countries. 

He turned to the joint  horizons that bring
together Jordan and Kuwait starting with the
political culture and mindfully working and pre-
serving the language of dialogue with cases and
challenges that face the region and work towards
building bridges of confidence and make sure to
strengthen the cooperative Arab work. He also
lauded the large support that was presented by
the Jordanian cadres in the journey of develop-
ment and building that Kuwait witnessed. Present
at the meeting were Jordan’s Minister of State for
Media Affairs Jumana Ghneimat and Secretary
General Mansour Al-Ajmi and heads of the dele-
gations participating in the forum. — KUNA

Int’l Music Festival kicks off
by honoring veteran musician 

Official calls on the public to attend various cultural events 

AMMAN: Jordanian Prime Minister Omar Al-Razzaz meets with members of the Kuwaiti delegation. — KUNA


