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Kuwait urges int’l community
to cease regional escalation

Govt content over improvement in anti-human trafficking efforts

KUWAIT: His Highness the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah chairs the Cabinet’s weekly
meeting. — KUNA Senior Kuwait Army and security officials attend the meeting.

KUWAIT: Kuwait urged the international
community to cease escalation in the region
and that all parties should be rational in
dealing with developments in the area. This
came in a government statement following
its weekly meeting held on Sunday and
chaired by His Highness the Prime Minister
Sheikh Jaber Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah,
during which the executives discussed ten-
sion in the region. “Kuwait urges all parties
concerned to be rational and seek positive
and constructive dialogue in order to
defuse tension, and prevent and region and
its people further suffering,” it said. It
added that talking about confrontation
would only lead to death and destruction,
therefore it urged the international commu-
nity to double efforts to stop escalation and
tension in the region, and to prevent any
measure that would destabilize security.

Good preparations
Meanwhile, the Cabinet voiced content

for “good preparations” of government

departments to maintain domestic security
and stability amidst regional tension. The
Cabinet members discussed security and
preventive measures carried out by min-
istries of defense and interior, as well as
national guard and fire department to guar-
antee safety of the public. 

In the meantime, ministers praised the
outcome of His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah’s
recent visit to Iraq, which took place amidst
“critical circumstances” in the region. The
government said it was confident last
Wednesday’s visit would have fruitful
impacts on bilateral relations and coopera-
tion, which would contribute to regional
security, stability and peace. Deputy
Premier and Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah
Al-Khaled Al-Hamad Al-Sabah briefed the
Cabinet about meetings His Highness the
Amir held with Iraqi President Barham Salih
and Prime Minister Adel Abdul Mahdi over
boosting cooperation in gas and trade
domains. Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled com-

mended the Iraqi government’s counter-ter-
rorism efforts, and affirmed Kuwait’s sup-
port for fostering security and stability of
Iraq to pave way for the reconstruction,
Deputy Premier and Minister of State for
Cabinet Affairs Anas Al-Saleh said in a
statement after the Cabinet meeting.

Iraqi Prime Minister Abdul Mahdi laud-
ed His Highness the Amir’s wise and moder-
ate stances. Iraq and Kuwait have deeply-
rooted ties, and both countries suffered
from many difficulties and overcame them,
an Iraqi government statement quoted
Abdul Mahdi as saying on sidelines of His
Highness the Amir’s visit. His Highness the
Amir’s visit to Baghdad is an opportunity
to develop bilateral relations, he said,
expressing his optimism about a better
future of the Iraqi-Kuwaiti ties. Kuwait
Deputy Foreign Minister Khaled Al-
Jarallah said His Highness the Amir’s visit to
Iraq would give momentum to cooperation
in all aspects. Jarallah said the visit have
presented a great opportunity to discuss

many unresolved issues and draw a
roadmap to solve them. His Highness the
Amir’s visit is his second to Baghdad after
his first visit in March 2012 to participate in
an Arab summit.

Anti-human trafficking
Separately, the government voiced relief

after a US-based 2019 Trafficking in
Persons (TIP) report upgraded Kuwait from
Tier II Watch List to Tier II in anti-human
trafficking efforts. The government thanked
the Ministry of Justice and the judicial
authorities for contributing to this upgrade.
This upgrade, said the government, reflect-
ed Kuwait’s “civilized and humane” treat-
ment of persons. Minister of Justice and
Minister of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs Dr
Fahad Al-Afasi briefed the Cabinet about
the upgrade which highlighted increasing
efforts initiate more criminal investigations
of potential trafficking crimes and more
prosecutions under the anti-trafficking law. 

Also during the session, the Cabinet

expressed condolences to the President of
Cyprus Nicos Anastasiades and Cypriot
people over the death of former President
Demetris Christofias. The Cabinet mean-
while condemned the bombing of a mosque
in Al-Baladiyat district east of Baghdad on
Friday, which left scores killed and wound-
ed, expressing its sincere condolences to
the Iraqi leadership, government, people
and the victims’ families and wished speedy
recovery to the wounded. The Kuwaiti
Cabinet deplored the “terrorist” attack that
targeted a security checkpoint in South
Arish, in Sinai, Egypt, and killed several
police officers and militants, expressing sin-
cere condolences to the families of the vic-
tims as well as the Egyptian government and
people. The Cabinet stressed rejection to
these criminal acts that have claimed the
lives of innocent people in violation of all
humanitarian laws, norms and values. The
Kuwaiti Cabinet expressed sorrow over the
victims and casualties of the earthquake that
struck Yibin city, southwest China. — KUNA

KUWAIT: As geopolitical tension grips the
region, the price of oil, especially the Brent
crude, is expected to hover around $70 per
barrel with the possibility of reaching $100 if
war occurred as tension between the US and
Iran escalates. The price of Kuwaiti oil jumped
by $4, reaching $65.17 pb Friday as opposed
to the rate a week before.

Kuwaiti oil analysts said that the hike in oil
price would have a grave effect on global
economy in general. Head of Al-Ufouq (hori-
zon) strategic study center Dr Khaled Bodai
said that the current status quo of the oil mar-
ket was adequately reacting to the level of
tension in the region, predicting that the price
will hover around $60 to $70 per barrel if
tension continues. In the case of war, the price
will rise over $100 per barrel as the flow of oil
through the Strait of Hormuz - which accounts
for 20 percent of global crude consumption -
will surely be affected, said Dr Bodai who
revealed that the percentage amounted to 20
million barrels per day.

About 25 percent of natural gas also goes
through the same strait, he indicated, revealing
that Saudi Arabia and the UAE have exporting
alternatives, which were used to max capacity
as of the current moment. He noted that the
closure of the Strait of Hormuz for more than
two months will have a tremendous effect on
refineries operations, flow of oil, and indus-
tries; however, such scenario is highly unlikely
and even if it occurs, the closure will be short-

lived due to the fact that the strait was also
used for commercial goods transportation.
The process of closure will heavily affect
China, India, and various Asian countries, Dr
Bodai affirmed.

The most likely event to occur will be the
increase of oil prices, said the analysts who
revealed that such increase could be avoided
providing that there were alternative methods
to cover the decrease in supplies. Whether the
increasing production of shale oil could save
the situation, Dr Bodai said that the amount
produced currently would not be able to cover
the market’s needs. He added that OPEC, in the
current situation, has fewer economic options
to counter this alarming political upheaval.
Meanwhile, fellow oil analyst Mohammad Al-
Shatti said that Asian markets highly depended
on supplies from the GCC region with the
European and North American regions coming
in second and third respectively. Any malfunc-

tions in delivering supplies will lead to a quick
international reaction, pointed out Shatti who
added that though there were alternatives for
delivering oil in the world via the Red Sea, the
world still needs the oil flow coming from the
Strait of Hormuz.

Despite the recent incidents in the region,
the price managed to be between $60 and
65 per barrel, said Shatti, adding that the
trade dispute between the US and China
contributes to the hike in prices to reach $75
pb. He added that the scenario of the record
hike in prices was still possible with the con-
tinuation of regional tension. The decrease
of the price to reach $50 pb is farfetched
especially due to the Gulf regional tension
and the trade war between China and the
US, said Shatti who noted that the world is
awaiting the upcoming meeting of OPEC
next week, which would surely address the
current global status quo. — KUNA

Oil price might
reach $100 in
regional war
scenario: Analysts 

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: Director General of
Kuwait Fire Service Directorate
(KFSD) Lt Gen Khalid Al-Mikrad
chaired a coordination meeting with
Ministry of Electricity and Water
(MEW) Undersecretary Mohammad
Bushehri as well as directors of pow-

er generation stations in order to
implement joint cooperation proce-
dures. Separately, the KFSD cam-
paign “We want you safe” being held
in cooperation with EQUATE petro-
chemicals company went to 360 mall
in the presence of KFSD Public
Relations and Information Director
Brig Khalil Al-Ameer. 

KFSD, MEW hold
coordination meeting

KUWAIT: Kuwait Fire Service Directorate (KFSD) and Ministry of Electricity
and Water (MEW) officials attend the meeting.

CARIO: A number of officials from Benin
commended the role played by Kuwait in the
humanitarian and legislative domains,
expressing hopes to develop relations with
the Gulf state. In a statement to the press,
Kuwait’s Assistant Foreign Minister for
African Affairs Ambassador Hamad Al-
Mashaan said that Minister of State for
Planning and Development in Benin
Abdoulaye Bio Tchane praised His Highness
the Amir of Kuwait Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad
Al-Jaber Al-Sabah’s humanitarian vision for
Africa. During the meeting with Bio Tchane,
the minister said that His Highness the Amir
Sheikh Sabah deserved the UN honoring as a
global humanitarian leader, stated Mashaan
who was present with Kuwaiti Ambassador to
Benin Faisal Al-Musaileem.

Minister Bio Tchane lauded the role played
by Kuwait in the educational and cultural
domains and its assistance given to Benin,
added Ambassador Mashaan. The minister,
said the Kuwaiti diplomat, referred to 14 proj-
ects carried out by the Kuwait Fund for Arab
Economic Development (KFAED) in his coun-

try, affirming that the fund’s $130 million loans
helped to finance development in Benin.
KFAED began its operations in the country
back in 1984. Minister Bio Tchane touched on
the current economic situation in Benin, say-
ing that the government took important deci-
sions to help boost various developmental
projects.

Ambassador Mashaan noted that the Benin
official called on Kuwaiti business personnel
to invest in his country especially in the agri-
culture. Mashaan extended an offer to Benin
business personnel to visit Kuwait and survey
investment and business opportunities
offered by Kuwait. Meanwhile, President of
the National Assembly of Benin Louis
Vlavonou commended in a meeting with
Ambassador Mashaan the efforts to consoli-
date legislative relations between Kuwait and
his country. Ambassador Mashaan, accompa-
nied by Kuwaiti Ambassador Musaileem, said
that his meeting with Vlavonou touched on
means to bolstering parliamentary ties and
the upcoming visit by the recently elected
Benin parliament President to the State of

Kuwait and his meeting with Speaker of the
National Assembly of Kuwait Marzouq Al-
Ghanem. Mashaan is currently on an African
tour, which began in Kenya, Tanzania, and
ends in Niger. The tour aims to active political
discourse agreements signed between Kuwait
and the respective African countries which
Mashaan is visiting. — KUNA

Benin lauds Kuwait’s
humanitarian, legislative roles

Kuwait’s Assistant Foreign Minister for African
Affairs Ambassador Hamad Al-Mashaan meets
with Minister of State for Planning and
Development in Benin Abdoulaye Bio Tchane.

KUWAIT: The prevention department at Kuwait Fire Service Directorate (KFSD)
continued its inspection campaigns in commercial areas and popular markets,
resulting in finding several prevention violations, so legal action was taken. 

— By Hanan Al-Saadoun


