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Israel calls on Palestinians to ‘surrender’ • US eyes Israel-Gulf rapprochement 

Assembly urges Kuwait govt 
to boycott Bahrain workshop

News in brief

YATTA: Palestinian men sit around a makeshift coffin with the words “No to the deal of the century” during a
protest against a US-led meeting in Bahrain in this village near the West Bank city of Hebron yesterday. — AFP 

By B Izzak and Agencies 

KUWAIT: The National Assembly yesterday strongly
lashed out at a US-led workshop in Bahrain to push
stalled Middle East peace and called on the Kuwaiti
government to boycott the two-day conference starting
today. In a statement passed unanimously, the Assembly
said the conference, which is being attended by several
Arab countries and boycotted by the Palestinians, aims
at normalizing ties with Israel at the expense of
Palestinian rights.

The statement expressed total rejection of the confer-
ence’s outcome, which undermines legitimate and histor-
ical Arab and Islamic rights in occupied Palestine. The
statement insisted that any normalization with Israel is a
breach of Kuwaiti principles and laws. Foreign Minister
Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Sabah said Kuwait will not
accept anything that is unacceptable to the Palestinian
people, but he did not comment on the call to boycott
the meeting. Kuwait has so far not announced if it will
participate in the workshop and at what level. Four of the
six Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) states have said
they will take part, but Oman and Kuwait have not
announced their decisions. 

The Palestinians yesterday vowed to reject the US-led
peace initiative to be presented in Bahrain that dangles
the prospect of $50 billion as an Israeli envoy bluntly
told them they should “surrender”. Finance chiefs from
the United States, oil-rich Arab states and international

development institutions were flying to the tiny kingdom,
which in a rarity is openly welcoming Israelis, who have
forged an indirect alliance with Gulf rulers due to mutual
hostility with Iran.

Led by US President Donald Trump’s son-in-law and
adviser Jared Kushner, the Peace to Prosperity economic
workshop that begins today evening is billed as the start
of a new approach that will later include political solu-
tions to the long intractable Middle East conflict. It pro-
poses raising more than $50 billion in fresh investment
for the Palestinians and their Arab neighbors with major
projects to boost infrastructure, education, tourism and
cross-border trade.

The Palestinian Authority is boycotting the workshop,
denouncing the plan for saying nothing about ending the
Israeli occupation. “This economic workshop in Bahrain
is really going to be nonsense,” Palestinian prime minis-
ter Mohammad Shtayyeh told a cabinet meeting. “What
Israel and the United States are trying to do now is sim-
ply to normalize relations with the Arabs at the expense
of the Palestinians,” he added. President Mahmoud
Abbas has said the Palestinians “will not be slaves or ser-
vants” of Kushner or other Trump aides. “For America to
turn the whole cause from a political issue into an eco-
nomic one, we cannot accept this,” he said.

Israel’s ambassador to the United Nations, Danny
Danon, criticized the Palestinian leadership for declaring
that the plan amounted to surrender. 

Continued on Page 24

Indian Muslim man lynched

NEW DELHI: Indian police are searching for
around a dozen people who tortured a Muslim man
for hours, forcing him to shout Hindu slogans and
capturing it on a video which has gone viral since
the victim died. A 10-minute video shows scores of
men beating Tabrez Ansari in the latest suspected
case of religious violence to stain India’s secular
image. The mob also forced Ansari to shout “Jai Shri
Ram” - Hail Lord Ram - a slogan widely used by
Hindu hardliners. Ansari died in hospital on
Saturday, four days after he was attacked, tied to a
pole, then beaten and punched over accusations that
he carried out a burglary in Jharkhand state. “We
have arrested the main accused for the murder, but a
dozen people from the mob are on the run,” Kartik
S, the Seraikela police chief, told AFP. Kartik said the
villagers accused the 24-year-old of being a thief
and beat him for nearly 12-hours before he was tak-
en into custody and then hospital. — AFP 

‘Tree Man’ wants hands amputated 

DHAKA: A Bangladeshi known as the “Tree Man”
because of bark-like growths on his body said yes-
terday he wanted his hands amputated to relieve
him of unbearable pain. Abul Bajandar has had 25
operations since 2016 to remove growths from his
hands and feet caused by a rare syndrome.
Doctors had believed they had beaten the disease
but Bajandar fled a Dhaka clinic in May last year
following a relapse. The 28-year-old father of one
was readmitted to hospital in January because the
condition worsened, with some growths several
inches long. “I cannot bear the pain anymore. I
can’t sleep at night. I asked the doctors to cut off
my hands so I can at least get some relief,” he told
AFP. His mother Amina Bibi supported the plea. “At
least he will be free of pain. It’s a hellish condition,”
she said. Bajander suffers from epidermodysplasia
verruciformis, a rare genetic condition also known
as “tree man syndrome”. — AFP 

DHAKA: Abul Bajandar sits at Dhaka Medical
College Hospital yesterday. — AFP 

JEDDAH: US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo is received by Saudi King Salman
bin Abdulaziz at Al Salam Palace in this Red Sea city yesterday. — AFP

WASHINGTON: The United States
imposed sanctions yesterday on Iran’s
supreme leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei
and a string of military chiefs, tightening
pressure on the country that President
Donald Trump threatened with “oblitera-
tion” if it seeks war. Trump signed the puni-
tive financial measures against in the Oval
Office, calling this a “strong and propor-
tionate response to Iran’s increasingly
provocative actions.”

Repeating that “never can Iran have a
nuclear weapon,” Trump said it was now
up to Tehran to negotiate. “We do not ask
for conflict,” he said, adding that depend-
ing on Iran’s response the sanctions could
end tomorrow - or it “can also be years
from now.” Expanding on the new meas-

ures, the Treasury said the United States
will blacklist Iran’s Foreign Minister
Mohammad Javad Zarif and block “bil-
lions” more in Iranian assets, with eight top
commanders from Iran’s Revolutionary
Guards already added to the list.

Meanwhile, a Yemeni rebel attack on a
civilian airport in southern Saudi Arabia
killed a Syrian national and wounded 21
other civilians Sunday, a Riyadh-led coali-
tion said, in a new escalation following a
series of strikes on the site. The attack on
Abha airport, which the coalition said left
a McDonalds outlet at the site littered
with shattered glass and damaged 18
vehicles, comes amid spiraling regional
tensions with Iran.
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US slaps sanctions on Khamenei;
Abha airport attacked, 1 killed

By B Izzak

KUWAIT: Islamist MP Mohammad Hayef filed to
grill Finance Minister Nayef Al-Hajraf over two
issues: Not fulfilling his oath and charging interest
on loans taken by pensioners from the social
security agency. Hayef had planned to file the
grilling on Sunday after the finance minister did
not attend a meeting of the financial and econom-
ic affairs committee to discuss the issue.

Sources said Hayef had signed on a no-confi-
dence draft motion against the minister during a
grilling two weeks ago but he withdrew his name in
the last minute after he was promised that the gov-
ernment will drop and cancel interest on loans tak-
en by pensioners. But the minister said yesterday
that the government will not forgive or cancel any
interest on such loans, insisting these are public
funds and cannot be forgiven.

During the Assembly debate yesterday, MPs
passed amendments to the public tender law which
gives at least 10 percent of government contracts
to small and medium investors. MPs also approved
amendments to the copyrights law amid protests
by lawmakers that there are other legislations that
impose restrictions on the freedom of speech and
opinion like the cybercrimes law. The Assembly
also debated a few other laws. The Assembly will
be holding sessions daily until Thursday to debate
laws and pass budgets. 

Hayef files to grill
finance minister as
MPs pass laws 

DOHA: The Gulf’s largest book collection, Qatar’s
National Library, has enhanced ties with libraries out-
side the region and wooed younger readers in its first
year, as an anti-Doha boycott drags on. Scores of chil-
dren weave in and out of the banked rows of shelves or
sit on beanbags clutching books at the foot of the vast
columns that support architect Rem Koolhaas’ 45,000-
square-metre mega-structure. Every single book in the
children’s library was borrowed in the first six months
as the QNL has sought to avoid the stuffiness of some
world-class libraries and attract young readers.

It has marketed itself as a “noisy” library and fea-
tures a 120-seat auditorium and a special events area at

the heart of the naturally lit space that is reminiscent of
a modern airport. “All of the books you see in this place
can be borrowed by the users,” said the library’s 
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Qatar library 
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woos youth 

DOHA: A woman chooses books at the Qatar National
Library on May 19, 2019. —AFP 

DAMMAM: Saudi salesman Majd had just begun his
wedding preparations when his fiancee sought to
enshrine in their marriage contract a condition already
guaranteed by law - her right to drive. Wedding con-
tracts have long been a safety net for brides in the
deeply patriarchal society, used to guarantee demands
that are often otherwise vulnerable to the whims of the
husband or his family. Such legally binding contracts
typically codify anything from the woman’s right to
have her own house, hire a maid, or to study or work.

But after the kingdom last year lifted a decades-long
ban on female motorists, a popular new condition in the
contracts is the right to own and drive a car, according 
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Saudi women use 
wedding contracts 
for driving rights

RIYADH: Saudi cleric Abdulmohsen Al-Ajemi shows
samples of wedding contracts during an interview with
AFP on June 19, 2019. — AFP 


