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In this file photo disgraced Hollywood mogul Harvey Weinstein leaves the State Supreme
Court in New York, after a break in a pre-trial hearing over sexual assault charges. — AFP

People walk past the “Ladies of Hollywood Gazebo”
on the Hollywood Walk of Fame in Hollywood,
California. — AFP

The main lawyer for Harvey Weinstein has
asked a judge to be removed from the case,
leaving the disgraced movie mogul without

counsel as his sexual assault trial approaches in
September. Weinstein has been charged over
the alleged assaults of two women-a rape in
2013 and an incident of forced sex in 2006. He
faces life in prison if convicted, and is also
accused of sexual misconduct with dozens of
other women. Weinstein’s first lawyer, Benjamin
Braufman, withdrew in January after which
Weinstein hired two other high-profile attor-
neys, Ronald Sullivan and Jose Baez. Sullivan,
who also teaches at Harvard, pulled out in May
after coming under fierce criticism on campus
for defending the man seen as giving rise to the

#MeToo movement. 
Once one of the most powerful men in

Hollywood, Weinstein has been accused of
harassment and assault by more than 80
women, including stars such as Angelina Jolie
and Ashley Judd. Then last week Baez asked to
withdraw from the case, New York news outlets
reported. He did so in a letter to State Supreme
Court Justice James Burke, who is overseeing
the case. “First, Mr. Weinstein has engaged in
behavior that makes this representation unrea-
sonably difficult to carry out effectively and has
insisted upon taking actions with which I have
fundamental disagreements,” Baez wrote.

“For example, he has engaged outside coun-
sel to communicate with myself and my co-

counsel and has decided to have another attor-
ney threaten legal action against this firm,” Baez
said, adding that since May 15 or earlier
Weinstein has known that Baez probably could
not stay with the case. Neither Baez, nor a
spokesman for Weinstein nor the Manhattan
prosecutor’s office responded to AFP’s requests
for comment. No hearing is scheduled until
September 9, when jury selection is scheduled
to begin in a trial that promises to be a media
sensation. It is not clear if the trial might be
postponed because of Weinstein’s lawyer prob-
lems. — AFP

Rock legend Elton John is to be awarded France’s
highest civilian honor this week as he passes
through Paris as part of his farewell tour, the French

presidency said.  The Legion d’Honneur award will be pre-
sented to the 72-year-old megastar by President
Emmanuel Macron during a ceremony at the Elysee Palace
in the French capital on Friday.  The singer, whose life was
captured in the searingly honest “Rocketman” biopic that
wowed critics at Cannes film festival last month, is not
expected to perform although he was expected to use the
occasion to promote his charity work.

Although parts of his five-decade career were lived in a
hazy whirl of sex, drugs and rock ‘n’ roll, the British per-
former has used his stardom to promote gay rights and
AIDS causes and was expected to launch an appeal on
behalf of the Global Fund to fight AIDS, tuberculosis and
malaria. His own charity, the Elton John AIDS foundation,
was set up in 1992, just months after his friend Freddy
Mercury died of the disease. It has since raised more than
$400 million (357 million euros).

Macron’s office praised him as a “piano virtuoso,
melodic genius and a true showman” who was also “one of
the first gay artists to have the courage to say it and to
give voice to the LGBT community in the media.”  Last
year, the consummate showman announced he would
retire after a final global tour, saying he wanted to spend
more time with his children. His “Farewell Yellow Brick
Road” tour kicked off in Pennsylvania in September.  The
three-year extravaganza, which is expected to involve
some 300 shows, will see him performing in Lille on
Tuesday before taking the show to Paris on Thursday fol-
lowed by an appearance in Bordeaux and Nimes. — AFP

Elton John

The revolver with which Vincent van Gogh is believed
to have shot himself sold for 162,500 euros
($182,000) at a Paris auction yesterday-nearly three

times the estimate. Billed as “the most famous weapon in
the history of art”, the rusty 7mm Lefaucheux revolver
was bought by a private collector with a telephone bid.
The troubled Dutch painter died in July 1890 and experts
believe he shot himself with the revolver in a field near
Auvers-sur-Oise, a village north of Paris where he spent
the last few months of his life. 

Discovered by a farmer in 1965 in the same field, the
gun has previously been exhibited at the Van Gogh
Museum in Amsterdam. But the sale was hit by controver-
sy on the eve of the auction as the Van Gogh Institute,
which looks after the village inn where the artist spent his
last days, condemned the sale. “Nothing suggests that the
remains (of the gun) are formally linked with the death of
Van Gogh,” it said in a statement, deploring the “commer-
cialization of a tragedy which deserves more respect”.
While Art Auction, which sold the gun, said there is no
way of being absolutely certain it is the fatal weapon, they
insisted tests showed it has been in the ground for 75
years, which would fit.

The Dutch artist had borrowed the gun from the owner
of the inn. He died 36 hours later after staggering back
wounded to the inn in the dark. The bullet extracted from
Van Gogh’s chest was the same calibre as the one used by
the Lefaucheux revolver.

Accident or suicide? 
Nor was it his first dramatic act of self-harm. Two years

earlier, he cut off his ear which he offered to a woman in a
brothel in Arles in southern France. Auction Art said the
farmer who found the gun in 1965 gave it to the former
owners of the inn at Auvers-sur-Oise, whose family are
now selling it. “Technical tests on the weapon have shown
the weapon was used and indicate that it stayed in the
ground for a period that would coincide with 1890,” it
said. “All these clues give credence to the theory that this
is the weapon used in the suicide.”

While most art historians agree Van Gogh killed him-
self, that assumption has been questioned in recent years,
with some claiming the fatal shot may have been fired
accidentally by two local boys playing with the weapon in
the field. That theory won fresh support from a new biopic
of the artist starring Willem Dafoe, “At Eternity’s Gate”, in
which the gun goes off after the two brothers get into a
struggle with the bohemian stranger. The film’s director,
the renowned American painter Julian Schnabel, told AFP
that Van Gogh had painted 75 canvasses in his 80 days at
Auvers-sur-Oise and was unlikely to be suicidal.

‘He was not at all sad’ 
The legendary French screenwriter Jean-Claude

Carriere-who co-wrote the script with Schnabel-insisted
that there “is absolutely no proof he killed himself”.  “Van
Gogh was working constantly. Every day he made a new
work. He was not at all sad. “Do I believe that Van Gogh
killed himself? Absolutely not!” Carriere declared when
the film was premiered at the Venice film festival last year.
He said Van Gogh painted some of his best work in his
final days, including his “Portrait of Dr Gachet”, his friend
the local doctor who later tried in vain to save his life. That
canvass set a world record when it sold for $82.5 million in
1990.

Art Auction acknowledged that the gun could also have
been hidden or abandoned by the two boys.  While the
Van Gogh gun may have nearly tripled its estimate, it is
still well short of the 434,500 euros ($460,000) paid two
years ago for the gun which the French writer Paul
Verlaine tried to kill his lover and fellow poet Arthur
Rimbaud. The sale also comes as crowds are flocking to an
immersive Van Gogh exhibition in Paris which allows “the
audience to enter his landscapes” through projections on
the gallery’s walls, ceilings and floors. “Van Gogh, Starry
Night” runs at the Atelier des Lumieres in the east of the
French capital until December. —AFP

Olivia Newton-John is putting the black leather
jacket and tight pants that she wore in the final
number of “Grease” up for auction to help raise

money for her cancer treatment center in Australia. Julien’s
Auctions said yesterday the iconic outfit that marked her
character’s transition from demure high schooler to sexy
Sandy Olson in the 1978 movie musical was one of 200
items that Newton-John is selling in November. The jacket
and pants are being sold separately but together are
expected to fetch up to $200,000, the auction house said.

“Grease,” a high school romance set in the 1950s,
became a global box office smash and sent the careers of
both Newton-John and co-star John Travolta soaring. The
singer, who announced in 2017 that the breast cancer she
first suffered in 1992 had returned and spread to her lower
back, wore the leather jacket and high-waisted black pants
for the final scene in “Grease,” in which the actors perform
the duet “You’re the One That I Want.”

Newton-John, 70, is selling her original script from the
film, estimated at up to $4,000, the pink gown she wore to
the “Grease” premiere in Los Angeles (estimated at
$3,000-$5,000), and a custom Pink Ladies jacket given to
her by the “Grease” cast and crew. The British-born and
Australian-raised singer and actress is also auctioning two
of the outfits she wore while promoting her 1981
“Physical” album and tour, along with several costumes
from her 1980 film “Xanadu.”—Reuters

Astatue of Marilyn Monroe that sat atop an
artwork in Hollywood that celebrates women
in film has gone missing in what authorities

are calling the “Marilyn caper of 2019.” The statue,
which illustrates the legendary actress in her iconic
pose from “The Seven Year Itch,” was perched atop
the Ladies of Hollywood Gazebo on the Hollywood
Walk of Fame. Authorities said a witness saw a man
climb the Eiffel Tower-shaped structure late Sunday
and use a saw to remove the statue.

Police said investigators had recovered some
prints at the scene but had yet to make any arrests
on Tuesday. The artwork located at the beginning of
the Hollywood Walk of Fame, features large statues
of Mae West, Dorothy Dandridge, Anna May Wong
and Dolores Del Rio-women from different cultures
who influenced the film industry. The statue of
Marilyn Monroe striking a pose in her flying skirt sat
atop the installation. — AFP

The giant metal entrance door to a leg-
endary techno club in post-Wall
Berlin moved into a museum Tuesday

as a symbol of the city’s rebirth after its
Cold War division. The rusty portal to the
original Tresor nightclub became the first
object for a display about the city at a
museum still under construction. The
door’s journey mirrors Berlin’s own turbu-
lent 20th century history.

It once sealed the massive bank safe
rooms of the pre-war Jewish-owned
department store Wertheim, whose family
proprietors were stripped of their assets
by the Nazis and either sent to the camps
or forced into exile. The elegant shopping
Centre was demolished in Allied bombing
during World War II but the heavy metal

door survived nearly unscathed. It lan-
guished for decades in the no-man’s land
at the highly militarized border.

But after the Wall fell in 1989, dozens of
the city’s abandoned industrial spaces,
particularly in the ex-communist east, were
converted into pop-up electronic music
venues, attracting party people from east
and west Germany and around the world.
Perhaps the most iconic of the early 1990s
clubs was Tresor, which owner Dimitri
Hegemann built inside the former depart-
ment store’s underground safes with the
famous door at its entrance. The club’s
original location finally closed in 2005 and
the site was razed to construct a sprawling
shopping mall and office buildings.—AFP

In this file photo a revolver believed to be the gun Dutch 19th
century painter Vincent Van Gogh used to kill himself on 27
July 1890 is on public display at Paris’ Drouot auction house.

Paul Spies (left), chief curator for the State of Berlin at the Humboldt Forum, Moritz van Duelmen
(center), Managing Director of Cultural Projects Berlin, and Hans-Dieter Hegner, Director of
Construction at the Humboldt Forum Foundation in the Berlin Palace take part in a presentation
of the former door of Berlin’s legendary techno club Tresor at the Humboldt Forum in Berlin after
the door was brought to be part of the upcoming “Berlin exhibition”. — AFP

In a panic after a fire has broken out and
can’t remember where the fire extin-
guisher is, let alone how to use it?

Worry no more. Now you can simply pick
up a vase and throw it to douse the flames.
Developed by South Korean ad agency
Cheil Worldwide, a subsidiary of Samsung
Group, the innovative “firevase” contains
liquid potassium carbonate, which can
block oxygen, effectively suppressing a
fire. When the vase is hurled at a blaze and
shatters, 770ml of the liquid is released to
put out the fire. The vase itself is made of
polyvinyl chloride (PVC) to reduce the
danger of the fragments causing harm.

And, yes, it can also be used for a small
bunch of flowers. “At the early stage of
fire-fighting, a fire extinguisher is equiva-
lent to one fire engine,” said Hwang
Seong-phil, associate creative director at
Cheil Worldwide.

“However, people don’t remember
where they put it and cannot find it when
they need. So we came up with the idea of

making a fire extinguisher which people
can always keep handy in the home.”
Roughly 60% of fire fatalities in South
Korea in the decade to 2017 occurred in
homes, according to the National Fire
Agency, accounting for about 2,000
deaths in total.

Though it is mandatory to have a fire
extinguisher and a smoke detector
installed in homes, the agency reported
that only 49% of residents actually own an
extinguisher. In 2018, Cheil Worldwide and
Samsung Fire & Marine Insurance manu-
factured and distributed 110,000 firevases
to their clients. They are planning to give
out another 100,000 this year. Park Gi-
jong, 62, who has just got his vase, said he
was reassured to have it in his terraced
house and office building. “Anyone can just
throw it,” he said. “Even if I am not around,
my wife or my children can take some
action right away.”— Reuters


