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News in brief

No delay in refinery operations

KUWAIT: Kuwait National Petroleum Company (KNPC)
announced yesterday that refining and exportation opera-
tions at Abdullah Port were not affected by temporary cut
in flow of seawater used for cooling production units of the
refinery. KNPC immediately responded to the situation by
following emergency procedures to guarantee the safety of
its staff working at the facility, the company said in a state-
ment. It clarified that a specialized team was formed to help
the Public Authority of Industry, which is responsible for
providing the needed seawater flow to Mina Abdullah to
solve the problem as soon as possible. — KUNA

Municipality meets cleaning companies 

KUWAIT: The public cleanliness committee at Kuwait
Municipality held a meeting with representatives of clean-
ing companies to find out the readiness of these companies
to start implementation of the contracts that were signed
recently. Committee chairman and deputy director general
of the services sector Khalaf Al-Mutairi spoke about the
importance of companies’ compliance with the set times to
deliver 80 percent of equipment and machinery before the
start of work on Oct 11, 2019. — By Meshaal Al-Enezi

New university eyed

KUWAIT: Minister of Education and Minister of
Higher Education Dr Hamed Al-Azmi stated Tuesday
that the ministry seeks to accelerate the approval of a
new public university law to open a new university and
increase opportunities for undergraduate students. In
statements to reporters, Azmi said the much-anticipat-
ed law is an implementation of His Highness the Amir
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah’s directives
to increase world-class education opportunities for
Kuwaiti students. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Sunset at the seafront. — Photo by Hajar Maddah (KUNA)

By A Saleh

KUWAIT: Kuwait National Petroleum Company (KNPC)
announced the formation of a social care committee con-
cerned with educating foreign workers about their rights
according to the contracts signed with them with refer-
ence to Kuwait’s labor law. The committee made its first
tour of the Clean Fuel Project, which has the largest num-
ber of workers - 50,000 working as part of 40 contracts
with contracting companies. The committee distributed
leaflets in eight languages (Arabic, English, Korean,
Japanese, Hindi, Urdu, Chinese and Tagalog) to make sure
the committee’s ideas reach the largest number of workers.
Personal and joint interviews are being conducted as a
first step to inform them about their rights, such as the
number of working hours, calculating overtime, salaries,
rights, housing and measures to be taken when tempera-
tures soar. The Clean Fuel Project is a strategic project to
expand and upgrade Mina Abdullah and Mina Al-Ahmadi
Refineries to be an integrated refining complex with a total
capacity of 800,000 bpd. It is expected to boost Kuwait’s
global position in the oil refining industry. 

Students’ allowances
Head of the National Union of Kuwait Students

(NUKS) board Falah Al-Suwairi said the board received
promises from the higher education ministry with regards
to its proposal to increase Kuwaiti students’ financial
allowances abroad in order to give them more incentives
and relieve them of some burdens. He said we are keen to
keep in touch with concerned authorities in order to give
them proposals that will help students and make it easier
for them to complete their studies.

Education Ministry Undersecretary Saud Al-Harby said
permanent opportunities for supervisory jobs at the min-
istry will be made at the start of the new school year. He
revealed an integrated plan to boost the education process
that includes enhancing the curricula and increasing the

efficiency of teachers and the school environment. He said
the plan was presented two months ago, adding “we cur-
rently are working on an operational plan for it as the edu-
cation ministry is getting ready for the new year.”

Meanwhile, the national project to improve school can-
teens decided that the project will be executed in mid-
August in cooperation with Kuwait Flour Mills and
Bakeries Company, while the undersecretary said the min-
istry is keen on developing school canteens to change
wrong nutrition habits in children and adopt positive
behavior by providing healthy food to students.

Dairy products 
The Hudson Star-Observer said about 12 businessmen

from Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, UAE, Qatar and Lebanon will
visit the US state of Wisconsin this month in an attempt
to import its dairy products to their countries. The site
said Wisconsin is known as “dairy land” as it is one of the
pioneers in dairy production in the United States and
famous for its cheese. CEO of Dairy Farmers of
Wisconsin said “we need to expand our reach to interna-
tional markets to present Wisconsin’s dairy products and
achieve growth in this industry that is full of challenges.”

Major oil company educates
foreign workers on their rights

50,000 workers at Clean Fuel Project on 40 contracts

KUWAIT: This archive photo shows construction works at the planned Clean Fuel Project.

Retiree health
insurance card
now available
KUWAIT: A version with even more benefits of the
already-existing health insurance card for retired
Kuwaitis, Afya 2, can now be collected across 46 public
health centers throughout the country, the Health
Ministry said on Tuesday. The card, which will be opera-
tional as of July 16, will now offer full coverage for the
treatment of several additional ailments, the ministry said
in a statement. These include joint stiffness, joint articula-
tion with prosthetics, osteoporosis, fractures, urinary
incontinence, prostate enlargement, benign and malig-
nant neoplasms, and cardiac catheterization, including a
maximum of three stents per year. Kidney stone disease,
dental implants and crowns, barring the cost of the culti-
vated parts and the materials used, and the coverage of
the parts used in cartilage therapy. The coverage will also
include doctor’s fees based on the costs agreed with an
approved healthcare provider, the statement added. For
more information on the matter, applicants may contact
the ministry on its around-the-clock Afya customer serv-
ice hotline: 1811-110. They may also do so on the Ministry
of Health website and app. — KUNA 

Three hurt in Farwaniya blaze 
By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: An apartment on the fourth
floor of a 10-storey Farwaniya building
was on fire, so firemen evacuated the
building and rescued three persons, who
were taken to Farwaniya Hospital. The
fire was put out and investigators are
probing the cause of the blaze.

Separately, a toy store in an Egaila mall
went up in flames, and fire spread to neigh-
boring stores. Mangaf and Qurain firemen
rushed to the scene and put out the fire. No
injuries were reported. Meanwhile, Jahra
occupational fire station men rushed to a
house in Naseem and dealt with a fire in
two makeshift rooms. The fire was put out
and no injuries were reported.

In other news, the central operations
department at Kuwait Fire Service
Directorate (KFSD) held a workshop on
avoiding and dealing with the issue of
jumping from buildings during fires. KFSD
Director General Lt Gen Khalid Al-Mikrad
opened the workshop and urged KFSD
leaders to always be ready and use all
KFSD facilities to prevent people from
being trapped inside buildings during fires,
which may lead them to jump.

KUWAIT: Firefighters tackle a blaze in a toy
store inside an Egaila mall. KUWAIT: Securitymen carry out inspections in Salmiya and Jleeb Al-Shuyoukh yesterday.


