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US piles pressure on Tehran
with new troop deployments

KUWAIT: HH the Amir of Kuwait
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah will visit Iraq today, state news
agency KUNA reported, saying the
trip comes amid escalating regional
tensions after attacks on tankers near
the Strait of Hormuz. Six tankers have
been hit in the past month in two
attacks near the Strait of Hormuz,
through which almost a fifth of the
world’s oil passes, and Washington
and Riyadh have accused Iran of being
behind them, which Tehran denies.

Sheikh Sabah’s visit “comes amid
rising and unprecedented tensions
and developments witnessed by the
region, particularly the acts which
targeted the safety of oil supplies
through destruction and strikes on oil
and commercial  vessels”, KUNA
said. Kuwait has described the tanker
attacks as a threat to international
peace and security, without assign-

ing blame. HH the Amir, who has
worked to repair relations with Iraq
following its 1990 invasion of Kuwait,
has acted as a regional mediator on
various occasions. It will be his sec-
ond visit to Iraq since becoming
ruler, KUNA said. — Reuters 

Amir to visit Iraq 
amid Gulf tensions 

HH the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah

WASHINGTON: China and Russia warned
yesterday about escalating Middle East ten-
sions after Washington said it would deploy
1,000 more troops to the region and renewed
accusations that Iran was behind a tanker
attack. The US moves came as Iran set a 10-
day countdown for world powers to fulfill
their commitments under a nuclear deal aban-
doned by Washington, saying it would other-
wise surpass the uranium stockpile limit man-
dated by the accord.

Tensions between Tehran and Washington
have escalated ever since the US quit the
deal, with Washington bolstering its military
presence in the region and blacklisting Iran’s
elite Revolutionary Guards as a terrorist
organization. On Monday, Washington further
upped the ante. “I have authorized approxi-
mately 1,000 additional troops for defensive
purposes to address air, naval, and ground-
based threats in the Middle East,” acting
Pentagon chief Patrick Shanahan said in a
statement. “The recent Iranian attacks vali-
date the reliable, credible intelligence we
have received on hostile behavior by Iranian
forces and their proxy groups that threaten
United States personnel and interests across
the region,” Shanahan said.

Late yesterday, Trump said Shanahan has
withdrawn from consideration to head the US
military. Shanahan “has decided not to go for-

ward with his confirmation process so that he
can devote more time to his family,” Trump
tweeted after Shanahan faced questions over
his past personal life and an allegation of
domestic violence. Trump said the secretary
of the Army, Mark Esper, will be named as the
new acting defense secretary. Esper had been
considered a leading contender for the job if
Shanahan was ultimately not confirmed.

The United States has blamed Iran for last
week’s attacks on two tankers in the Gulf of
Oman, a charge Tehran denies as “baseless”.
The Pentagon released new images on
Monday that it said showed Iran was behind
the attack on one of the ships. The US argu-
ment centers on an unexploded limpet mine
on the Kokuka Courageous tanker ship that it 

Continued on Page 24

A handout photo made available by the US Department of Defense on Monday shows an Iranian patrol
boat armed with a Russian-made ZU-23-2, a twin-barreled anti-aircraft cannon, after reportedly
removing an “unexploded limpet mine” from one of two tankers in the Gulf. — AFP 

By A Saleh 

KUWAIT: The Cabinet’s demographic adjustment com-
mittee is currently studying a number of measures to regu-
late and adjust Kuwait’s population structure, including
controlling the difference between the total numbers of
various communities, reducing the number of marginal

laborers and dealing with legal loopholes some use to
manipulate the law. In this regard, security sources said the
committee, comprising of elements from the interior min-
istry, the manpower authority and a number of other bod-
ies, suggested a number of measures, including the follow-
ing: 

1- Setting a limited quota per community for economic
and security reasons. 

2- Banning residency visa renewals for expats older
than 65 years of age with legal exemptions of some pro-
fessions. 

3- Banning private sector visa transfers to other spon-
sors before five years and immediately deporting those
who refuse to work for their own sponsors. 

4- Banning visa transfers from the government to the

private sector and allowing the government sector to
recruit expats already in the country instead of bringing
others from abroad. 

5- Increasing residency visa fees as soon as possible to
match those imposed in neighboring countries in order to
reduce the number of marginal laborers and match the
services provided. 

6- Intensifying security inspection campaigns to deport
marginal laborers and visa violators on a monthly basis. 

7- Taxing expat remittances. 
8- Accelerating the construction of “bachelor” cities in

order to reduce crimes and prevent the presence of single
men in private residential areas. 

9- Setting stricter penalties for harboring violating
laborers and stiffening current laws.

Expat curbs eyed 
to amend Kuwait 
demographics

By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: The environment police carried out a wide
ranging campaign targeting gathering places at beach-
es and public parks, and 25 environmental citations
were issued. The environmental violations according to
article 143 (a) of environment protection law 42/2014
are as follows: 

1- For throwing trash and not discarding it in designated
places, the minimum fine is KD 50 and maximum KD 500.

2- For harming beaches and islands, the minimum fine is
KD 250 and maximum KD 5,000.

3- For harming Kuwait Bay, such as by throwing rubbish
or fishing, the punishment is a minimum of one year in jail
and a maximum of three, with a minimum fine of KD 1,250
and maximum KD 5,000, or either punishment.

4- For harming the soil (according to article 40) by dig-
ging or harming its natural components, the fine is KD 250.

Environmental 
violations targeted 
in crackdown

By Meshaal Al-Enezi 

KUWAIT: In a bid to boost cleaning companies’
efficiency and improve cleaning levels in various
governorates, as well as protect cleaners’ health
during the current heat wave, Municipality
Director Ahmad Al-Manfouhi issued an administra-
tive decision on the working hours of cleaners
deployed on various streets. According to the
decision, cleaners will start sweeping streets daily
from 3 am to 11 am during the summer and from 4
am to noon during winter, in addition to a second
shift from 4 pm to midnight. Manfouhi urged
municipal officials to follow up the performance of
cleaning companies and their commitment to the
contracts signed with them.  

Cleaners’ work 
timings changed 
amid searing heat

ISTANBUL: Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan addresses mourners during a sym-
bolic funeral ceremony for former Egyptian president Mohamed Morsi at Fatih Mosque
yesterday. — AFP 

CAIRO: Egypt’s first democratically
elected president Mohamed Morsi was
buried yesterday, as the UN backed calls
for an independent investigation into the
causes of his death after he collapsed in
a Cairo courtroom. The Islamist leader,
who was overthrown in 2013 after a year
of divisive rule and later charged with
espionage, was buried at a cemetery in
eastern Cairo’s Medinat Nasr, one of his
lawyers said.

Abdel Moneim Abdel Maksoud said
family members had washed Morsi’s

body and prayed the last rites early yes-
terday morning at the Leeman Tora
Hospital. That lies near the prison where
Egypt’s first civilian president, a promi-
nent Muslim Brotherhood member, had
been held for six years in solitary con-
finement and deteriorating health. The
prosecutor general’s office said the 67-
year-old leader had collapsed and “died
as he attended a hearing” Monday over
alleged collaboration with foreign pow-
ers and militant groups.

Abdel Maksoud told AFP that only
around 10 family members and close
Morsi confidants were present at the
funeral, including himself. An AFP
reporter saw a handful of mourners
entering the cemetery complex, accom-
panied by police officers, but journalists
were prevented from entering the site. 

Continued on Page 24

Morsi buried in
Cairo; thousands 
pray in Istanbul 

SAN FRANCISCO: Facebook unveiled plans yester-
day for a new global cryptocurrency called Libra,
pledging to bring a stable virtual money that lives on
smartphones and brings the “unbanked” billions into the
financial system. The Libra coin plan, backed by finan-
cial and nonprofit partners, represents an ambitious new
initiative for the world’s biggest social network with the
potential to bring crypto-money out of the shadows and
into the mainstream.

Facebook and some two dozen partners released a
prototype of Libra as an open source code for developers
interested in weaving it into apps, services or businesses
ahead of a rollout as global digital money next year. The
nonprofit Libra Association based in Geneva will oversee
the blockchain-based coin, maintaining a real-world asset

reserve to keep its value stable. 
The initiative has the potential to allow more than a bil-

lion “unbanked” people around the world access to online
commerce and financial services at minimal cost, said
Libra Association head of policy and communications
Dante Disparte. “We believe if you give people access to
money and opportunity at the lowest cost, the way the
internet itself did in the past with information, you can cre-
ate a lot more stability than we have had up until now,”
Disparte told AFP.

Libra Association debuted with 28 members including
Mastercard, Visa, Stripe, Kiva, PayPal, Lyft, Uber and
Women’s World Banking. “Sending money to your friend
shouldn’t be harder than getting them an Uber ride home,”
said Uber head of payments and risk Peter Hazlehurst.
“Libra has the potential to bridge the gap between tradi-
tional financial networks and new digital currency tech-
nology, while reducing the costs for everyone.”

Facebook will be just one voice among many in the
association, but is separately building a digital wallet
called Calibra. “We view this as a complement to
Facebook’s mission to connect people wherever they are; 

Continued on Page 24

Facebook takes 
on crypto world 
with ‘Libra’ 



Kuwait marks
58th anniversary
of independence
KUWAIT: Kuwait marks today the 58th anniversary
of ending the British protection and declaring its
independence on June 19, 1961. Years after the inde-
pendence, Kuwait remains a beacon of diplomacy and
humanitarian efforts, which was recognized by the
UN through honoring the Gulf nation with the inter-
national center for humanitarian works and His
Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber
Al-Sabah as a humanitarian leader. Kuwait’s current
non-permanent membership in the UNSC, from 2018-
19, also reflected Kuwait’s eagerness to be involved in
solving international crises whether it was the Syrian
conflict or preventing means leading to hunger, war,
and armed conflicts.

The independence document was signed by then
Amir the late Sheikh Abdullah Al-Salem Al-Sabah, the
11th ruler of Kuwait, who was also named the ‘Father of
Independence’, and the British commissioner for the
Arabian Gulf Sir George Middleton, on behalf of his
government. The document abolished the agreement
signed by late Amir Sheikh Mubarak Al-Sabah, the sev-
enth ruler of Kuwait, with Britain on January 23, 1899,
to protect Kuwait against external ambitions.

Declaration of Independence
Upon declaring the independence, the late Amir

Sheikh Abdullah Al-Salem, ruler from 1950 to 1965,
delivered a speech on the occasion. “On this memorable
day of our beloved nation, on which we transfer from
one phase to another phase of history and fold another
page of the past with all its components and contents,
to open a new page represented in this treaty which
you read now, whereby Kuwait gained its full inde-
pendence and sovereignty,” said Sheikh Abdullah Al-
Salem. After the independence, an Amiri Decree was
issued identifying the form of Kuwait’s post-indepen-
dence flag.

On the constitutional level, the first step was crystal-
lized on August 26, 1961 with the enactment of the
Amiri Decree calling for general elections to choose
members of the constituent council to draft the coun-
try’s constitution. Within nine months, the council final-
ized the draft constitution, consisting of 183 articles,
which was submitted to Sheikh Abdullah Al-Salem Al-
Sabah, who ratified and passed it on the same day, 11th
November 1962. On the political level, an Amiri decree
was issued on August 19, 1961 to establish a foreign
department that shall be in charge of the state’s foreign
affairs and merge Kuwait government secretariat in the
foreign department, which turned with the 1st ministeri-
al formation into the ministry of foreign affairs.

In 1962, Sheikh Sabah Al-Salem was appointed as a
foreign minister in the first cabinet lineup, to be fol-
lowed up by His Highness the current Amir of Kuwait,
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah who was appointed
the minister of foreign affairs in the second cabinet,
issued on January 28, 1963. On foreign relations, Kuwait
submitted an application for membership in the Arab
League, whereby the League board held a meeting on
July 16, 1961 and passed a decree for accepting it as a
member besides its sister Arab countries.

Joining the UN
On November 30, 1961, the United Nations Security

Council started discussions over Kuwait’s demand to
join the UN. On May 14, 1963, Kuwait got the approval
and became the 111th member. His Highness the Amir
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, then the
state’s foreign minister, delivered Kuwait’s speech at the
UN in a historic moment of Kuwait’s march. Later on,
Kuwait joined various UN and international organiza-
tions such as, the World Health Organization (WHO),
the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United
Nations (FAO), the United Nations Educational,
Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO), the
World Bank (WB), the International Labor
Organization (ILO) and the Organization of Petroleum
Exporting Countries (OPEC).

The road to independence had started with Sheikh
Abdullah Al-Salem’s assumption to power in 1950 as he
embarked on a series of measures to prepare the coun-
try for independence. In 1959, Kuwait took steps to
enact laws and establish systems such as the
Naturalization Law in 1959, the Kuwaiti Currency Law
in 1960, the Passports Law and the Organization of
Government Departments. He worked on issuing laws
that are required to pave the way for the establishment
of an independent state like judiciary organization law
in 1959 and monetary law in 1960 amongst others.

Moreover, the Fatwa and Legislation Department
was established in the same year and government
departments were organized. As an appreciation of the
great role played by the late Amir Sheikh Abdullah Al-
Salem in Kuwait independence and laying down the
foundation of modern state, a decree was issued in
1963 to merge the National Day with Accession to the
Throne Day corresponding to February 25, which is the
date when he ascended the throne in Kuwait in 1950.

Anniversary celebration
Meanwhile, Envoy of His Highness the Amir Sheikh

Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah, Deputy Minister of
Amiri Diwan Affairs Sheikh Mohammad Abdullah Al-

Mubarak Al-Sabah left yesterday for the United
Kingdom to take part in the celebration of the 120th
anniversary of signing the 1899 Kuwait-UK treaty, which
established cooperation in several domains. — KUNA

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah received His Highness the
Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah at Bayan Palace yesterday. His Highness the
Amir then received National Assembly Speaker
Marzouq Al-Ghanem, as well as His Highness Sheikh
Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah. His Highness then
received Chairman of Kuwait Chamber of Commerce

and Industry Ali Mohammad Thunayan Al-Ghanem.
Meanwhile, His Highness the Crown Prince received
Marzouq Al-Ghanem and His Highness Sheikh Nasser
Al-Mohammad. 

In other news, His Highness the Amir sent yester-
day a cable of condolences to Chinese President Xi
Jinping over victims and casualties of the earthquake
that struck Sichuan province, southwest China. In the

cable, His Highness the Amir wished the wounded
rapid recovery to overcome the aftermath of such
natural disaster. His Highness the Crown Prince and
His Highness the Prime Minister sent similar cables,
while Speaker Ghanem sent a condolence cable to
Chinese National People’s Congress President Li
Zhanshu. In the meantime, His Highness the Amir sent
a condolence cable to former UN Secretary-General

and Co-chair of Ban Ki-moon Center for Global
Citizens Ban Ki-moon over the death of his mother. In
the cable, His Highness the Amir prayed Allah the
Almighty to bestow mercy upon Ban’s mother and
patience upon her family. Another two condolence
cables of identical sentiments were sent to the former
UN chief by His Highness the Crown Prince and His
Highness the Prime Minister. — KUNA
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Amir, Crown Prince receive
top state officials, figures

KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets with His Highness the Crown
Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah. — Amiri Diwan and KUNA photos

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah
meets with His Highness Sheikh Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah.

His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah meets with National Assembly Speaker Marzouq Al-Ghanem.

His Highness the Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-
Sabah meets with His Highness Sheikh Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-Sabah.

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets with National Assembly Speaker
Marzouq Al-Ghanem.

Amir sends condolences to Chinese President, former UN chief

KUWAIT: This archive photo shows Kuwait’s late Amir Sheikh Abdullah Al-Salem Al-Sabah signing the docu-
ment of independence before declaring Kuwait an independent state on June 19, 1961. — KUNA

Defense Minister
heads SCPD’s
ninth meeting
KUWAIT: Kuwait’s First Deputy Prime Minister,
Defense Minister and General Secretary of the
Supreme Council for Planning and Development
(SCPD) Sheikh Nasser Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah
chaired the council’s ninth meeting yesterday, in the
presence of Minister of State for Economic Affairs
Mariam Al-Aqeel. Sheikh Nasser said in a statement
that the meeting approved the minute of the eighth
meeting and discussed the reports of the SCPD
economic development committee on drafting oper-
ational plans and the structure of public finance,
indicating that the program falls within the frame-
work of Kuwait’s 2035 vision. The report addressed
the objectives of privatization, diversifying sources
of income and raising the level of services, and pro-
viding striking investment opportunities for citizens,
noting that some institutions were nominated for
privatization, in addition to revitalizing the educa-
tion sector in Kuwait. The council also discussed
health and education strategies and administrative
reforms. — KUNA

KUWAIT: (From left) Economic Affairs Minister Mariam Al-Aqeel, Defense Minister Sheikh Nasser Sabah
Al-Ahmad Al-Sabah and Commerce and Youth Affairs Minister Khaled Al-Roudhan attend the General
Secretary of the Supreme Council for Planning and Development’s ninth meeting yesterday. —KUNA
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KUWAIT: His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah meets with Iraqi President Dr
Barham Saleh during the latter’s visit to Kuwait in November 2018. —KUNA photos

His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah  participates in an international con-
ference to rebuild the liberated areas in Iraq, held in Kuwait in February 2018.

KUWAIT/BAGHDAD: His Highness the Amir Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah heads to Iraq today
to discuss bilateral ties and recent regional and interna-
tional developments. This is the second visit for His
Highness to Iraq, with the first being in March 2012
when he headed the Kuwaiti delegation in the Arab
Summit in Baghdad. The visit comes as tension is rising
in the region, especially with the recent attacks on oil
tankers and commercial ships in Arabian Gulf and the
Gulf of Oman.

Although the Kuwaiti-Iraqi ties were severed for years
as a result of the Iraqi invasion and occupation in 1990;
the wise leadership of His Highness the Amir allowed the
two countries to resume and boost their relations on all
levels. In June 2013, His Highness the Prime Minister
Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-Sabah had visited
Iraq and signed six memorandums of understanding
(MoUs) on diplomacy, economy, culture, environment,
education and marine transportation. In May 2013, former
Iraqi Foreign Minister Hoshyar Zebari visited Kuwait and
signed MoUs on maintenance of border markers and
building a residential complex in Umm-Qasr.

Joint committee
In July 2013, the Iraqi parliament approved an

agreement on forming a joint committee to boost rela-
tions and cooperation and resolve issues between the
two countries. In December 2014, former Iraqi Prime
Minister Haidar Al-Abadi visited Kuwait, where joint
cooperation and fighting terrorism were the main topics
of discussion. In November
2018, Iraqi President Barham
Saleh visited Kuwait for the
first time after his assumption
of power, to hold talks with
His Highness the Amir.
Moreover, the two visits of
former Kuwaiti Prime
Minister His Highness Sheikh
Nasser Al-Mohammad Al-
Ahmad Al-Sabah in
September 2010 and January
2012 paved the way to end
the tension between the two
countries and start a new level of relations. The 2010
visit was the first for a senior Kuwaiti official since
1990. Kuwait also played a role in speeding up the
approval of the UN Security Council to remove Iraq
from Chapter Seven of the UN Charter, which allowed
Iraq to regain its sovereignty and economic power.

Meanwhile, the two sides exchanged visits by senior
officials to boost cooperation in different fields, includ-
ing investment, media and aviation. The two countries’
cooperation in aviation saw a prominent turn when the
first Iraqi Airways plane landed in the Amiri Airport in

February 2013. As for the
humanitarian side, Kuwait had
donated $1.5 billion in the
conference to reconstruct
Iraq in Madrid in 2003. It also
organized blood donation
campaigns and treated injured
Iraqis at Kuwait’s hospitals.

In 2014, the United Nations
Office for the Coordination of
Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA)
welcomed a generous Kuwaiti
donation worth $9.5 million
for the UN’s humanitarian

organizations to aid Iraq. In 2015, Kuwait donated
$200 million to aid displaced Iraqis and it also deliv-
ered 40,000 food baskets to displaced families in Iraq’s
Kurdistan region. The country also donated $176 mil-
lion as humanitarian aid during the donors conference
for Iraq, held in Washington in July 2016. After Iraq’s

Mosul was liberated from the so-called Islamic State
(IS) in July 2017, Kuwait held an international confer-
ence to rebuild the liberated areas in February 2018.
The conference collected pledges worth $30 billion,
with Kuwait donating $2 billion.

Boosting relations
Iraq’s Ambassador to Kuwait Alaa Al-Hashemi said

that the visit of His Highness the Amir to Iraq is part of
boosting bilateral relations. The visit is a continuation
of the high-level visits between the two countries and it
is a response to Iraqi President Barham Saleh and
Prime Minister Adel Abdulmahdi’s invitation, Hashemi
said.

In the meantime, Kuwait’s Ambassador to Iraq Salem
Al-Zamanan said that His Highness the Amir’s historic
visit comes to strengthen relations between the two
countries. His Highness’s visit falls within the framework
of mutual visits between top officials of the two coun-
tries and as a continuation of Kuwait’s role in support-
ing the reconstruction of Iraq, Zamanan said. His
Highness the Amir will be accompanied by a high-level
delegation and due to meet with Iraqi President Saleh,
Prime Minister Adel Abdulmahdi and Speaker of the
Iraqi Parliament Mohammad Al-Halbousi. —KUNA

Bilateral ties, regional, int’l developments
on agenda of Kuwait Amir’s visit to Iraq

Amir to meet Iraqi president, prime minister

Historic visit 
to strengthen

relations:
Envoys

There can only 
be political 
solution to Yemen
conflict: UNSC
NEW YORK: Members of the UN Security Council
yesterday reiterated that there can only be a political
solution to the conflict in Yemen, expressing full sup-
port for the Special Envoy of the Secretary General in
this regard. This came during their meeting on the situ-
ation in Yemen; and heard briefings from Special Envoy
Martin Griffiths, Undersecretary General Mark
Lowcock, WFP Executive Director David Beasely and
Lieutenant General Michael Lollesgard.

In a statement following the meeting, Security
Council President, Permanent Representative of Kuwait
to the UN Ambassador Mansour Al-Otaibi, said that
the Council called on all parties to engage with the
UN-led process to make progress towards a compre-
hensive political settlement in accordance with Security
Council resolutions, in particular resolution 2216, the
Gulf Cooperation Council’s initiative and its implemen-
tation mechanisms, as well as outcomes of the National
Dialogue Conference.

Members also condemned in the strongest terms the
attack by the Houthis on Abha International Airport in
the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia on June 12, injuring 26
including women and children, he said. They also reaf-
firmed that this attack and the threat of further attacks
against the Kingdom and the wider region constitute a
violation of international law and threat to international
peace and security and remind all parties of their obli-
gations under International Humanitarian Law. They
stressed the need to hold perpetrators, organizers, fin-
anciers and sponsors of these reprehensible acts

accountable, he added. They also condemned the mis-
appropriation of humanitarian assistance and aid by the
Houthis and reiterated their call for the rapid, safe and
unhindered flow of commercial and humanitarian sup-
plies and personnel into and across the country.

Threat to regional security
Otaibi had earlier condemned the recent attacks by

the Yemeni Houthi militias on the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia, saying that these attacks pose threat to region-
al security and stability. In his address to a UN
Security Council session on the latest political and
humanitarian developments in Yemen, Ambassador
Otaibi, President of the Council for June, said, “The
past six months have seen Yemen’s political progress
slow to a stalemate.” The Houthis persisted in launch-
ing drone and missile attacks on civilian targets in the
Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, he said, citing the missile
attack on Abha airport last week when 26 passengers,
including women and children, were injured. Regarding
the humanitarian situation in Yemen, he said, “A block-
ade remains in place and the suffering of the Yemeni
people continues to escalate.”

“No progress has yet been seen on the exchange of
prisoners and detainees,” he said, referring to the
Stockholm and Hodeidah agreements. “Meanwhile, the
Hodeidah Agreement’s implementation must continue
under the auspices of the tripartite committee,” he said,
referring to the he Yemeni government, the UN and the
Houthis. Emphasizing that there can be no military solu-
tion to the crisis, he condemned in the strongest terms
all attacks against civilian targets, including those in
Saudi Arabia, and expressed full support for the latter’s
sovereignty. “Indeed, attacks against neighboring coun-
tries constitute a breach of international law,” Otaibi
pointed out. Noting that Kuwait has already committed
$250 million in humanitarian assistance, he urged the
Council to take action to end the chronic obstructions
of humanitarian access in Yemen, which amount to vio-
lations of international law.  —KUNA

Kenyan official
hails Amir’s
global peace role
NAIROBI: Chief Administrative Secretary of the
Kenyan Ministry of Foreign Affairs Ababu Namwamba
yesterday praised the role of His Highness the Amir
Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah in achiev-
ing international peace and his mediation efforts to heal
the Gulf rift. The Kenyan official praised the Kuwait
Fund for Arab Economic Development (KFAED) for its
vital projects in his country, including the rehabilitation
of irrigation facilities, hospitals development, schools
and roads construction.

Meanwhile, Kuwait’s Assistant Foreign Minister for
Africa Affairs Ambassador Hamad Al-Mashaan con-
firmed the invitation to Deputy Prime Minister and
Foreign Minister Sheikh Sabah Al-Khaled Al-Sabah to
attend the African High-Level Regional Conference on
Counter-Terrorism and Prevention of Extremism
Leading to Terrorism, scheduled to be held in Nairobi
on July 10-11. He also welcomed the joint invitation by
Kenyan Foreign Minister Monica Goma and Under-
Secretary-General of the United Nations Counter-
Terrorism Office Vladimir Voronkov to attend the con-
ference, confirming Kuwait’s readiness to make this
conference a success through its effective and appro-
priate participation. Mashaan extended an invitation
to Namwamba to visit Kuwait. Meanwhile, Mashaan
and the Kenyan Secretary General of the National
Treasury discussed the development projects spon-
sored by KFAED in Kenya and the obstacles that hin-
der some of them. 

Kuwait’s nominations 
In the meantime, Kenyan Assistant Foreign Minister

for Political Affairs Ambassador Tom Amolo affirmed his
country’s readiness to support Kuwait and its nomina-
tions in international organizations’ memberships. The
remarks were made during the second political consul-
tation meeting in Kenya between Ambassador Amolo,
and Mashaan who was accompanied by Kuwait’s
Ambassador to Kenya Qusay Al-Farhan. Amolo said
that his country is ready to support Kuwait and its
nominations to join international organizations, namely
the nomination of Kuwait Red Crescent Society chair-
man, Dr Hilal Al-Sayer, to the International Committee

of the Red Cross in a meeting to be held in Geneva next
October. The Kenyan diplomat also expressed his
country’s readiness to support Kuwait’s candidacy for
the Postal Investment Council during the 27th
International Postal Union (Ivory Coast 2020)
Conference and its membership in the IMO Board of
Directors for the period 2020-21, which will be held in
London in November.

Ambassador Mashaan expressed his sincere appre-
ciation to the government of Kenya for its support,
especially during the brutal Iraqi invasion in 1990, in
addition to supporting all international resolutions per-
taining to Kuwait. Mashaan reviewed the role played by
Kuwait during its membership in the Security Council
and discussed Kenya’s candidacy for non-permanent
membership seat of the Council (2020-21), representing
the African continent. He referred to the important role
played by Kenya in the field of maintaining international
peace and security, especially in the African continent,
namely in Somalia and Sudan.

The meeting delved into means of enhancing coop-
eration and bilateral relations between the two coun-
tries in the political, economic and cultural fields.
Mashaan’s visit to Kenya comes within the framework
of activating the memorandum of political consultations
signed between the two countries. Kuwait was one of
the first countries in the Middle East to recognize
Kenya after independence. The Kuwaiti embassy was
opened in Nairobi in 1966.  —KUNA

NEW YORK: Permanent Representative of Kuwait to the UN Ambassador Mansour Al-Otaibi addresses a UN Security Council
session on the latest political and humanitarian developments in Yemen. —KUNA

NAIROBI: Kuwait’s Assistant Foreign Minister for Africa Affairs
Ambassador Hamad Al-Mashaan meets with Chief
Administrative Secretary of the Kenyan Ministry of Foreign
Affairs Ababu Namwamba. —KUNA Photos

Kenyan Assistant Foreign Minister for Political Affairs Ambassador Tom Amolo poses for a group photo with
Kuwait’s Assistant Foreign Minister for Africa Affairs Ambassador Hamad Al-Mashaan and other officials.
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By A Saleh and Meshaal Al-Enezi

KUWAIT: Statistics by the justice ministry’s research and
statistics department showed 18,314 travel bans had been
issued during the first quarter of 2019, ie 6,000 a month
and almost 200 per day. The quarterly statistical report
explained that the sentence execution division carried out
1,024,284 measures, of which 46 percent (18,314) were
travel bans and 29.8 percent were lifting travel bans.
Statistics also showed that 29.1 percent of the lifted travel
bans were made at the airport office, while only 3.3 per-
cent were made at the Mubarak Al-Kabeer office. 

Transactions suspended
The Public Authority for Manpower said transactions

of companies whose owners fail to submit affidavits with
information about authorized signatories and companies’
contacts by Aug 14 will be suspended. In other news,
Acting manpower authority director Abdullah Al-
Motoutah yesterday received the Ambassador of Ghana to
Kuwait Ahmed Refae Yahya and his accompanying dele-
gation. Both sides discussed cooperation and possible job
opportunities for domestic helpers from Ghana. Motoutah
said both sides discussed educating prospective workers
about the nature of jobs in Kuwait and the difference
between domestic jobs and working in the private sector. 

Payroll alternative
Chairman of the parliamentary human resources develop-

ment committee MP Khalil Al-Saleh stressed that the strategic
payroll alternative will be a historic opportunity for employment
reform in various state bodies. Saleh also rejected any exemp-
tions to be made by the government if the law is implemented,
adding that strict implementation will put an end to discrimina-
tion and give equal opportunities to all state employees. 

Road repair
Ministry of Public Works (MPW) undersecretary

Ismail Ali Ahmed yesterday met Public Authority for
Roads and Transportation (PART) acting director Soha
Ashkanani, MPW assistant undersecretaries Khaled Al-
Khazi and Abdul Aziz Al-Sabah and representatives of
asphalt factories in Kuwait to discuss road repair plans. 

6,000 travel
bans a month
in Kuwait

Philippines Embassy
files rape report
on maid’s behalf
KUWAIT: The Philippines Embassy lawyer lodged
a complaint against a Kuwaiti man for raping a
domestic helper. A police source said the lawyer
informed them the accused took advantage of the
family being out of the house, then went to the
helper’s room and locked the door before raping
her. He then offered her money to remain silent. The
source said the helper escaped to the embassy, and
was sent to hospital, which reported that she was
indeed raped.

Meanwhile, a helper was rushed to Mubarak
Hospital for treatment of fractures she sustained
after she threw herself from the third floor of a
building where laborers are housed. A police
source said the Indian woman was found with her
legs fractured. An employee at the office told them
the injured woman is an Indian helper who was
returned to them and was waiting for another
employer to hire her, and attempted to escape.
Police detained the employer and lodged a case of
restriction of freedom. The case was referred for
investigations.

Harasser kidnaps boy
A Kuwaiti with criminal record snatched a

woman’s son because she did not respond to his
advances. The mother told police that a citizen who
lives near her house harassed her several times, but
she rebuffed him. She said she was surprised to see
him in front of her house, and when her domestic
helper went out with the woman’s son to throw the
trash, the suspect abducted the boy and fled. The
helper screamed, and the woman became hysteri-
cal. She then went to the police station and lodged
a kidnapping complaint. The woman later saw the
kidnapper in the area, so she argued with him. The
suspect said he only wanted to get close to her.
The prosecution ordered the suspect’s arrest to
face legal action. The boy is five years old.

Dogs to be spayed
The Public Authority for Agricultural Affairs and

Fish Resources (PAAAFR) said a campaign to spay
stray dogs will be launched soon to limit their
reproduction, as their number has reached 20,000,
and they are concentrated in some residential areas
as well as Abdaly, Wafra and Kabd among others.
Chairman and Director General of PAAAFR Sheikh
Mohammad Al-Yousuf said there must be well-
studied mechanisms and humanitarian means to
face the spread of stray animals. — Translated by
Kuwait Times from Al-Rai

By B Izzak

KUWAIT: Ten lawmakers yesterday submitted a
motion calling to hold a special assembly session on
Sunday to debate the employment of Kuwaitis amid
complaints by the legislators
that the government was not
doing enough to create job
opportunities.

MP Mohammad Al-Mutair
said that 10 MPs have signed
the request to hold the ses-
sion. The request will be first
studied by the assembly
office before the session is
approved. Unemployment is a
very sensitive popular issue
and lawmakers greatly focus
on putting pressure on the government to create job
opportunities for Kuwaiti citizens especially in the
government.

The assembly has formed a manpower committee
with the aim to propose policies and cooperate with

the government to resolve the unemployment problem
among Kuwaitis although it is one of the lowest in the
world. Among the proposals MPs urge is to increase
the pace of dismissing expatriates in government
departments to create vacancies for Kuwaitis.

In a related development,
MP Majed Al-Mutairi sub-
mitted a proposal yesterday
calling on the government to
grant Kuwaiti  housewives
who have no work a monthly
salary of between KD 500
and KD 700. He said the
beneficiaries should not have
any work in the private sec-
tor or own any private busi-
ness. In addition, those wives
should hire only one domes-

tic maid to assist her but must not appoint a private
driver. Similar proposals were submitted many times
in the past several years but did not even come up for
debate in the assembly. They were also rejected by
the government.

MPs demand special session
on employment of citizens

Lawmaker proposes up to KD 700 salary for housewives

Pressure on
govt to create

jobs for
Kuwaitis

KUWAIT: The National Assembly building in Kuwait City. — KUNA

CITRA calls telecom
firms to commit to 5G
marketing schemes
KUWAIT: The Communication and Information Technology
Regulatory Authority (CITRA) has called telecommunication
companies to commit to the marketing schemes for the new-
ly-launched 5G service, including its various segments, cate-
gories, and prices. The Authority would carry out all legal
actions against companies that fail to launch the new service
with all its segments and categories, CITRA’s Chairman and
CEO Salem Al-Othaina affirmed. It is also important that tele-
com companies commit to CITRA laws regarding competi-
tion; otherwise, the Authority would be forced to take legal
procedures against them, added Othaina. The 5G technology
would be so essential for users and service providers in
enhancing the telecom market in the country, he noted,
adding it has already made a quantum leap in the Internet
system around the world with a peak speed of 20 Gbps.
Established in 2014, CITRA is responsible for overseeing the
telecommunications sector, monitor and protect the interests
of users and service providers and regulate the services of
telecommunication networks in the country, while ensuring
transparency, equality of opportunity and fair competition.

Ministry launches 5G 
Meanwhile, Kuwait’s Ministry of Information has become

the first government body to employ 5G wireless technology,
touted as the “next generation” of mobile communication, in
conjunction with local telecom operator VIVA. The initiative
supports His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah’s vision to build a new Kuwait, where high-
tech infrastructure abounds, Information Minister Mohammad
Al-Jabri said in a statement yesterday. He described the meas-
ure as an effort to embrace cutting-edge technology, citing an
ongoing 5G trial period as per the instructions of His Highness
the Prime Minister Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad Al-
Sabah. On the joint endeavor, VIVA CEO Mazaid Al-Harbi said
the company is proud to join forces with a prominent govern-
ment body, helping equip the ministry of information with daz-
zling technology. The 5G wireless technology will be a useful
tool for the ministry of information as it continues its extensive
coverage of local events, he added. — KUNA

Environment police
crack down on Sabah
Al-Ahmad Sea City
By Hanan Al-Saadoun

KUWAIT: The Relations and Security Information
Department at the Interior Ministry said environment
police and Ahmadi security department carried out a cam-
paign to remove environmentally harmful debris in the
Sabah Al-Ahmad Sea City (Al-Khairan Pearl Project) with
Kuwait Municipality, Environment Public Authority and
Commerce Ministry participating. The campaign resulted
in impounding two caravans and removing 13 others from
the third stage of Sabah Al-Ahmad Sea City.

GHP awarded
Management Contract
for Kuwait Hospital
KUWAIT: Kuwait Management Centre Holding Company
(KMCH) announced that the GHP Group, a publicly listed
healthcare group in Sweden, has been selected to become
the operator of Kuwait Hospital, located in Sabah Al-
Salem. The agreement with GHP runs for five years start-
ing from 1st of July 2019 and can be extended thereafter,
and the signing ceremony was attended by the Swedish
Ambassador to Kuwait, the UAE and Bahrain, Henrik
Landerholm. “After the extensive evaluation process
involving several international health care operators, GHP
was chosen based on their expertise in providing care that
is focused on specialization and patient quality outcomes.
We believe they will serve the local market well and allow
Kuwait Hospital to stand out in the market,” says KMCH’s
Chairman Hamad Al-Ghanem.

Kuwait Hospital is a privately-owned hospital with over
100 beds. In the coming months, works will be conducted
to prepare the hospital for a soft opening, with a joint aim
to have the hospital become fully operational 12 months
after the start of the agreement. Within the management
contract framework, GHP will appoint a number of key
individuals to manage the hospital’s operations.
Performance metrics will be continuously monitored to
track the development of the hospital and benchmark its
outcomes to international benchmarks. Under the agree-
ment, GHP will be responsible for efficiently managing and
ensuring the high quality output of the business opera-

tions, so that the medical, operational and financial results
meet KMCH’s expectations. 

“Swedish health care represents high quality, cost effi-
ciency and continuous development. This assignment will
enable us, in conjunction with KMCH, to ensure that more
people receive high-quality health care in Kuwait. Given
our experience of running health care in the Nordic
region, managing health care organizations in the United

Arab Emirates and our focus on social benefit, the assign-
ment suits us extremely well,” says GHP’s CEO Daniel
Ohman. During late 2015, GHP entered into an agreement
to run four public hospitals in the United Arab Emirates. It
is with this management contract that GHP has built the
foundation of its international presence, and now, along
with the agreement to operate Kuwait Hospital, GHP has
further strengthened its presence in the region. 

KUWAIT: Officials in a group photo after the agreement’s signing.

Palestine hands
property 
documents
to Kuwaitis
KUWAIT: Palestinian Ambassador to
Kuwait Rami Tahboub said yesterday
that a number of Kuwaiti property
owners have already received the
documents of their properties in
Palestine. In a press statement,
Tahboub said that Chairman of Land
Authority in Palestine, Judge Moussa
Shakarna, arrived in Kuwait to meet
with some Kuwaiti real estate owners
and hand over the titles of their prop-
erties in Palestine. Tahboub said that
during his visit, Shakarna met a num-

ber of members of the Palestinian
community and briefed them on land

settlement issues in the West Bank by
the Land Authority. — KUNA

KUWAIT: Palestinian Ambassador to Kuwait Rami Tahboub with  Chairman of Land
Authority in Palestine, Judge Moussa Shakarna, and Kuwaiti citizens. — KUNA
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Kuwait Times long-time photographer Joseph Shagra
Kuwait Times Editor-in-Chief Abd Al-Rahman Al-Alyan (center right), Managing Editor Jamie Etheridge (left), and Executive Editor Mustafa
Qamhiya bid farewell to Kuwait Times long-time photographer Joseph Shagra.

KUWAIT: Kuwait Times gave a fond farewell to our longtime photographer Joseph Shagra, who is returning to his homeland after serving the paper for 20 years. — Photos by Yasser Al-Zayyat 

Kuwait Times bids farewell to long-time photographer Joseph Shagra



Family branches
out with novel
tree house
JABALPUR: When the Kesharwanis
decided to branch out and expand their
family home, they came up with a novel
way of dealing with an ancient giant fig
tree in their garden-they built the house
around it. Now the thick trunk of the
150-year-old tree is the central feature
of their residence, growing through the
middle of the building in the city of
Jabalpur. 

“We are nature lovers and my father
insisted that we keep the tree,” said
Yogesh Kesharwani, whose parent built
the house in 1994 with the help of an
engineer friend. “The tree is some 150
years old. We knew it was easy to cut
the tree but difficult to grow one like it,”
he told AFP.

The fig tree, known as peepal in
Hindi, is considered sacred by many in
India and cutting one down is consid-
ered inauspicious. “We believe that 350
million gods and goddesses reside in
one peepal tree. The tree is also men-
tioned in the Geeta,” a Hindu religious
text, said Kesharwani. His wife can pray
without having to leave home, sitting
before the tree in the mornings. The
family also wanted to send the message
that people can put down roots in the

middle of nature without destroying
anything.

The four-storey building is a local
landmark because of its unique facade.
Leafy branches jut out from the win-
dows, dwarfing the building and
prompting curious looks from passers-
by.  “When the house was first built,

engineering students used to come here
to try and understand the unique
design,” Kesharwani said. The tree has
never caused any practical problems to
the family, insisted Kesharwani. “We
don’t even realize that the tree exists
because it doesn’t come in our way. It
just stands there silently.” — AFP 

International
Fearful of China’s grasp, 
many in Hong Kong flee 

With cows, chickens, greenhouses, Qatar takes on regional boycott
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ISTANBUL: People hold picture of Egyptian President Mohamed Morsi during a symbolic funeral ceremony yesterday at Fatih mosque in Istanbul. Thousands joined in prayer in Istanbul yesterday for former Egyptian president Mohamed Morsi
who died the previous day after collapsing during a trial hearing in a Cairo court. — AFP 

CAIRO: Mohamed Morsi, who died Monday aged 67,
was Egypt’s first democratically elected president but
spent just one turbulent year in office after the 2011
uprising before the army toppled him. The Islamist’s
overthrow was followed by a brutal crackdown that
kil led hundreds of supporters of his Muslim
Brotherhood movement and dealt a major blow to
political Islam.

Morsi was sentenced to death in May 2015 for his
role in jailbreaks during the uprising that ousted his
predecessor, longtime autocrat Hosni Mubarak. He
successfully appealed and was awaiting the final rul-
ing of a retrial when he died in a Cairo hospital after
fainting during an “animated” session in court, judicial
and security sources said. A veteran activist and engi-
neering professor, Morsi was among the Brotherhood
leaders detained during the 18-day anti-Mubarak
revolt in 2011, escaping with thousands of inmates
who broke out of prison.

The son of a farmer, he was not the Brotherhood’s
first choice for president. Nicknamed “The Spare
Tyre”, Morsi emerged as a compromise candidate to
run in Egypt’s first democratic presidential election in
2012. Hailing from the movement’s political wing-the
Freedom and Justice Party-he was put forward after
one of the Brotherhood’s powerful financiers, Khairat
Al-Shater, was disqualified on technical grounds.
Many voters chose Morsi in a protest vote against

Mubarak’s last prime minister, Ahmed Shafiq, and he
narrowly won.

Deep divisions 
When taking office in June 2012, the bearded and

bespectacled Islamist prom-
ised to be president “of all
Egyptians” and was feted by
cheering crowds in Cairo’s
iconic Tahrir Square. But he
was soon accused of failing
to represent all Egyptians
and of trampling the ideals of
the anti-Mubarak uprising.
His rule was marked by deep
divisions in Egyptian society,
a crippling economic crisis
and often-deadly opposition
protests. Derided by some as a “puppet of the
Brotherhood”, Morsi irritated the bureaucracy and
many ordinary Egyptians by appointing members of
the movement to key administrative posts.

Months after his election win, Morsi issued a
decree that in effect shielded his decisions from judi-
cial review, sparking deadly clashes outside his palace.
He was removed by his then-defense minister and
army chief Abdel Fattah El-Sisi on July 3, 2013 after
millions took to the streets demanding his resignation.

Sisi became president a year later. Morsi denounced a
“coup” and his supporters insisted he was still the
legitimate president of the Arab world’s most popu-
lous nation.

Hundreds were killed in clashes that erupted when
security forces dispersed two
pro-Morsi protest camps in
Cairo in August 2013.
Thousands of Morsi support-
ers were imprisoned in a
crackdown and rights groups
accused Sisi ’s regime of
being even more repressive
than the Mubarak authorities.
The years following Morsi’s
overthrow saw a surge in
bombings and shootings tar-
geting security forces, partic-

ularly in the northern Sinai Peninsula, a stronghold of
the Islamic State group. The jihadists say the attacks
are in retaliation for the crackdown on Islamists.

‘I am Dr Mohamed Morsi’ 
Morsi himself was put on trial several times on

charges ranging from killing protesters to jailbreaks to
spying for Iran, Qatar, and militant groups Hamas and
Hezbollah. In the first verdict against him, a Cairo
court convicted Morsi of inciting violence against

protesters during December 2012 clashes after he
decreed that his decisions could not be challenged by
the judiciary. He was sentenced to 20 years in jail in
that case, and later received two life sentences in
espionage cases. Morsi steadfastly rejected the
authority of Egypt’s courts to try him and launched
frequent tirades against Sisi from the dock and
accused military chiefs of violating the constitution.

“I am Dr Mohamed Morsi, the president of the
republic... This was a military coup. The leaders of the
coup should be tried,” Morsi said on the opening day
of his first trial in November 2013. He was later put in
a soundproof glass dock to stop him interrupting the
proceedings with outbursts. Born on August 8, 1951 in
the village of El-Adwah in the Nile Delta province of
Sharqiya, Morsi graduated with an engineering
degree from Cairo University. He received a doctorate
from the University of Southern California, where he
was also an assistant professor in the early 1980s.

Morsi first entered the political arena in 2000
when he was elected to parliament as an independ-
ent, given the Mubarak-era ban on the Brotherhood.
He was a lawmaker until 2005 and served seven
months in jail in 2006 for taking part in a demonstra-
tion in support of reformist judges. In 2010, Morsi
became a spokesman for the Brotherhood and a
member of its politburo. He was married with five
children and three grandchildren. — AFP 

Morsi: From president to death as inmate
Egypt’s first democratically elected president dies at 67

Morsi nicknamed 
‘The Spare Tyre’ 

JABALPUR: Branches of a peepal tree (sacred fig tree) are seen protruding from
the Kesharwani family’s house in Jabalpur, in the Indian state of Madhya
Pradesh. —AFP 

‘Sing Hallelujah’
an unlikely anthem
of Hong Kong
protests
HONG KONG: The Christian hymn “Sing
Hallelujah to the Lord” has emerged as the
unlikely anthem of Hong Kong’s protests against
an extradition bill that have drawn millions of
people onto the streets. Protests around the
world often develop their own soundtrack, usu-
ally songs with lyrics of defiance and solidarity,
aiming to keep crowds energized and focused.

But the hymn taken up in Hong Kong hardly
ticks those boxes. For the past week, the hymn
has been heard almost non-stop at the main
protest site, in front of the city’s Legislative
Council, and at marches and even at tense stand-
offs with the police. It started with a group of
Catholic students who sang several Christian
songs at the main protest site, with “Sing
Hallelujah to the Lord” catching on among the
crowd, even though only about 10 percent of
Hong Kong people are Christian.

“This was the one people picked up, as it is
easy for people to follow, with a simple message
and easy melody,” said Edwin Chow, 19, acting
president of the Hong Kong Federation of
Catholic Students. The students sang the songs
in the hope of providing a cover of legitimacy for
the protest. Religious gatherings can be held
without a permit in the financial hub. “As reli-

gious assemblies were exempt, it could protect
the protesters. It also shows that it is a peaceful
protest,” Chow said.

The hymn was composed in 1974 by Linda
Stassen-Benjamin in the United States for
Easter. Its five words are repeated over four
stanzas in a minor key, which gives it an air of
meditative solemnity. The protests over the past
10 days have been largely peaceful although
police on Wednesday last week used tear gas
and rubber bullets to disperse the crowds.
“Stop shooting, or else we sing ‘Hallelujah to
the Lord’,” read one protest placard after the
rubber bullets were fired.

Protesters say the religious song has often
helped defuse tension with the police. “It has a
calming effect,” said Timothy Lam, 58, a Catholic
priest at Grace Church Hong Kong, 58-year-old
Lam, who has attended the protest with other
churchmen to promote peace. “The police had a
lot of equipment, they were very tense and
searching people. The students sang this to show
they were peaceful,” Lam said of a confrontation
last week. Hong Kong’s Beijing-backed govern-
ment leader, Carrie Lam, has postponed the
introduction of the extradition bill and apolo-
gized in the face of the huge show of opposition. 

Critics say the law would undermine Hong
Kong’s independent judiciary and rule of law,
guaranteed by a “one country, two systems”
formula under which the former British colony
returned to Chinese rule in 1997. Carrie Lam is
Catholic and some protesters said they thought
their adoption of “Sing Hallelujah to the Lord”
might have helped sway her. “She is Catholic
after all, it’s one of the main reason we sing it,”
said Jamie, an 18-year old student who is not
Catholic.— Reuters
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KUTUPALONG: Half a million refugee Rohingya children
are shut out of local schools in Bangladesh, leaving many
in religious madrassas where critics say educational stan-
dards are low and students are vulnerable to indoctrina-
tion. Around 740,000 Muslim Rohingya fled into the
country during a 2017 crackdown by Myanmar’s military,
swelling the numbers of the minority in Bangladesh to
around a million. 

But while their language and culture are similar to peo-
ple in southeastern Bangladesh, authorities regard the
Rohingya as temporary guests and their children are
denied access to local schools, raising fears of a “lost gen-
eration”. Many Rohingya children had managed to slip
through the net until earlier this year when Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina’s government cracked down, ordering
schools to expel them. Lucky Akter, 15, lost her spot at
Hnila village school, where almost a third of her class were
from refugee camps. She now has nothing to do but help
her mother with chores. “I wanted to be a doctor, but I
don’t think it will be possible,” she told AFP, breaking
down in tears.

Quran studies 
Rights groups have criticized the government’s policy,

and charities and the UN children’s agency UNICEF have
set up some 1,800 makeshift facilities in the camps,
schooling around 180,000 children - but only to primary
level. To fill the gap, Rohingya groups and Bangladeshi
Islamists have set up more than 1,000 madrassas - reli-
gious schools that provide everything from basic Quran-
based education to graduate-level religious studies.

“We don’t differentiate people by their nationality as
long as they have a strong urge to be educated and serve
Allah’s path,” said the head teacher of one local madrassa,
which has taken in at least 15 Rohingya students. Thirteen-
year-old Hares, who was expelled from a school in the
Bangladesh town of Teknaf, now goes to a madrassa in the
Leda refugee camp. “It’s better for him to get busy with

studying, otherwise he will loiter around in the camp and
get spoilt,” his father, Mohammad Khaleque said. 

Vulnerable children
But critics warn that the madrassas are not a good edu-

cational alternative. The International Crisis Group said in
a recent report that there was no evidence madrassas are
promoting violence, intolerance or indoctrination by
extremists. “However, a policy of denying young people

formal education and leaving them reliant on unregulated
madrassas almost certainly increases the risks of such
groups gaining a foothold in the camps,” it added. 

Mubashar Hasan, an expert in extremism at the
University of Oslo in Norway, said the government
should ensure “thorough monitoring”. Rohingya chil-
dren “are psychologically vulnerable, isolated and
angry. Simultaneously they are culturally very reli-
gious”, Hasan said.

Some of the madrassas are run by the hardline Islamist
group Hefazat-e-Islam, which has a history of violent
protests in Muslim-majority Bangladesh, including demon-
strations urging the implementation of a blasphemy law
and gender segregation in workplaces. In 2013, tens of
thousands of Hefazat activists descended on Dhaka trig-
gering violence that killed 50 people and injured hun-

dreds. More recently, the group has made peace with the
government and the degrees provided by its schools are
recognized officially.

Senior Hefazat leader Azizul Haque denied the group
had any link with extremism and said its institutions
offered religious education in line with the curriculum at
many Bangladeshi madrassas. “There is no reason for sus-
picion,” he said. And Fazlul Karim, a spokesman for the
group, told AFP the schools were the “last resort” for the
Rohingya. “They were driven away from their home
because of their religion. True religious education can only

bring salvation to this community,” said Karim, who
administers seven madrassas with some 2,500 pupils.

But Mojib Ullah, who studied in a Bangladeshi madras-
sa before switching to secular schools, said the religious
institutions were not offering a proper education. “These
madrassas can only help create some religious teachers
and mosque imams,” said Ullah, who now leads prayers in
an Australian mosque. “We need to send our kids to a
school system which can help prepare them to face the
challenges of globalization,” he said. “Otherwise, this gen-
eration will be lost forever.”  — AFP 

Shut out from schools in Bangladesh, 
Rohingya children turn to madrassas

The ‘fear 
of a lost 

generation’

Critics say students are vulnerable to indoctrination

NOUAKCHOTT: After a campaign rich
in color and steeped in desert traditions,
voters in Mauritania will on Saturday,
choose among six candidates vying to
succeed President Mohamed Ould Abdel
Aziz, who is standing down after a
decade in power. The frontrunner is for-
mer general Mohamed Ould Ghazouani,
a longtime ally of Abdel Aziz, whose two
elected five-year terms were preceded
by a military coup in 2008. 

His main challenger is Sidi Mohamed
Ould Boubacar, who hopes to win
enough support to secure a runoff vote
on July 6. He is backed by a coalition led
by the main opposition movement,
Islamist party Tewassoul, and by Franco-
Mauritanian businessman Mohamed
Ould Bouamatou, a longtime thorn in the
side of the regime.

Nearly 30 percent of voters say they
will vote for Ould Ghazaouani and 23
percent for Ould Boubacar, according to
a poll by the Mauritanian Centre for
Strategic Studies and Research
(CMERS), conducted among 1,300 peo-
ple in the capital Nouakchott last week.
Four other candidates in the conserva-
tive Muslim nation are outliers in the
race, according to the poll. Anti-slavery
activist Biram Ould Dah Ould Abeid took
9.5 percent, veteran opposition figure
Mohamed Ould Moloud 3.7 percent,
journalist Baba Hamidou Kane 2.6 per-
cent and political newcomer Mohamed
Lemine El-Mourteji El-Wavi 2.1 percent.

‘Grand electors’ 
Candidates have been trekking

around the vast Sahel nation - twice the
size of France but with a population of
just 4.5 million - courting herders in the
grazing lands of the east, settled farmers
in the southwest and the city-dwellers of
Nouakchott. In the remote territories,
politicians make sure to court the heads
of tribes and clans. They are regarded as
the “grand electors” who broker power
and can mobilize whole communities

behind a candidate in poor and back-
ward areas as well as the towns. The six
candidates must wind up their cam-
paigns on Thursday. Campaigning has
been marked in distinct Mauritanian
fashion by feasts and festivity inside
tents and traditional music to accompa-
ny talk of political programs. There has
been no head-to-head candidates’
debate.

All of the rivals promise improve-
ments in the standard of living, though
economic growth at 3.6 percent in 2018
is insufficient to meet the needs of a
fast-growing population, according to
the World Bank. The ruling Union for the
Republic (UPR) party, which has sworn
“to leave nobody by the side of the
road”, argues that the crowds at its ral-
lies already “constitute a plebiscite”.

‘Shared pleasures’ 
In Nouakchott, followers of Ould

Ghazouani pitched their tent close by
those of supporters of Ould Boubacar.
Wearing a “campaign veil” in the colors
of her favorite, Salka Mint Cheikh said
activists from the neighboring tent “don’t
hold back from coming to our evening
dances”. “We would doubtless do the
same if they organized one of their own.”
Nagi Ould Ahmed, a young supporter of
UPR, was seated with his back to the
pole of a tent as deafening music blasted
out. The nocturnal festivities are “great
opportunities for shared pleasures,
which have been special to us for a long
time now,” he said. The opposition has
warned of a potential “hold-up” in the
election and accused the Independent
National Electoral Commission (CENI)
of being “totally won over to the candi-
date of the regime”. The authorities
rejected an opposition request for for-
eign observers during the vote, but the
CENI chairman has said that “everything
will absolutely ready (for a vote) where
transparency will be ensured, even in the
absence of observers”.  — AFP 

UKHIA: Rohingya refugee children learn the Quran in a madrasa, or Islamic school, in a Rohingya refugee camp in
Ukhia. — AFP 

Egypt - since the 
revolt and fall of 
Mubarak in 2011
CAIRO: Former Egyptian president Mohamed
Morsi was buried in Cairo yesterday, a day after
he died following his collapse in court and near-
ly six years since his ouster by now President
Abdel Fattah El-Sisi. Here are key dates in
Egypt since the revolt which drove Morsi’s
predecessor Hosni Mubarak from power in
February 2011.

Revolution 
On January 25, 2011, thousands of Egyptians,

inspired by the Tunisian revolt that toppled dic-
tator Zine El Abidine Ben Ali, protest in Cairo
and elsewhere in Egypt demanding longtime
dictator Mubarak’s overthrow. On February 11,
after days of vast protests centred in Cairo’s
Tahrir Square, Mubarak’s newly appointed vice
president Omar Suleiman announces that the
president has resigned and the army is in
charge. A crackdown on the protests has left at
least 850 dead.

Islamist victory 
Islamist parties win a majority of seats at

parliamentary elections between November
2011 and January 2012. On June 30, 2012, Morsi,
a senior Muslim Brotherhood leader, wins 51.7
percent of the vote to become Egypt’s first civil-
ian, democratically elected president. He is also
the first Islamist to head the country. Egypt’s
military rulers dissolve parliament in June. In
August, Morsi dismisses military chief Field
Marshal Hussein Tantawi and replaces him with
Sisi, in a purge of top brass.

Morsi ousted 
On July 3, 2013, following massive protests

against Morsi’s divisive rule, the military led by
Sisi overthrows Morsi and detains him. Morsi
denounces a coup and calls on his supporters to
defend his legitimacy. On August 14, police dis-
perse two pro-Morsi protest camps in Cairo,
killing about 800 people in clashes, according

to official figures. The government names the
Muslim Brotherhood a “terrorist organization”
in December.

President Sisi 
Sisi is elected president with 96.9 percent of

the vote in May 2014. His election comes after
the approval of a new constitution bolstering the
military’s powers. In late 2015 a new parliament
is elected, packed with Sisi supporters.

Repression
Sisi presides over a fierce clampdown.

Hundreds of suspected Islamists are sentenced to
death or life in prison in mass trials slammed by
rights groups. Secular opposition activists are also
jailed. Local and international rights groups accuse
the regime of torture, forced disappearances, sum-
mary executions and repression of dissent. The
authorities deny the accusations, pointing to the
need for stability and the fight against terrorism.

Jihadist threat 
The country also witnesses deadly attacks,

perpetrated mainly by the Islamic State group,
which kills hundreds of police officers and sol-
diers in attacks centered on the Sinai peninsu-
la. On October 31, 2015, a Russian airliner car-
rying tourists from an Egyptian beach resort
explodes after taking off, killing all 224 people
on board. IS says it had planted a bomb on the
plane. On November 24, 2017, a suspected IS
attack on a mosque in the Sinai leaves more
than 300 dead. More than 100 die in attacks
on Christians, also claimed by the group. In

February 2018, the army launches a vast “anti-
terrorist” operation.

Backing for Sisi
In February 2015, Russian President Vladimir

Putin travels to Cairo for the first time in a
decade and signs a deal to build the first
Egyptian nuclear power plant. In March 2015,
the Obama administration lifts a partial freeze on
military assistance decided after Morsi’s over-
throw. King Salman of Saudi Arabia visits Egypt
in April 2016. In April 2017, US President Donald
Trump praises Sisi as the Egyptian leader visits
Washington. Sisi is hosted at the White House
for a second time in April 2019. In October 2018,
Sisi visits Paris, where he receives strong sup-
port from President Emmanuel Macron, who in
turn visits Egypt the following January.

Sisi boosted
In March 2018, Sisi is re-elected with 97.08

percent of the vote. His only opponent is one of
his supporters. In April 2019, a controversial
constitutional revision allowing the extension of
Sisi’s presidency and strengthening his powers
is approved by referendum.

Morsi dies 
On June 17, 2019, Morsi collapses in court

during a retrial over charges of collaborating
with foreign powers and militant groups. He
arrives at hospital dead, according to the attor-
ney general’s office. Rights groups say the
Islamist was denied medical treatment in deten-
tion and demand an investigation. — AFP 

Syrian clashes 
kill 45 fighters
BEIRUT: Clashes between pro-government
forces and jihadist-led groups that control
Syria’s northwest killed at least 45 combat-
ants yesterday, a war monitor said. The
fighting flared on the edge of Hama
province when jihadist group Hayat Tahrir
Al-Sham launched a dawn attack on
regime positions, the Syrian Observatory
for Human Rights said. At least 14 pro-gov-
ernment forces died in ensuing clashes,
said the Britain-based monitor. “Regime
forces foiled the attack,” Observatory head
Rami Abdul Rahman said. State news
agency SANA also said the offensive had
been thwarted.

Hama’s northern countryside lies on the
edge of a jihadist-controlled region includ-
ing most of Idlib province. The frontline
had been relatively calm since clashes on
Saturday killed more than 35 combatants,
including jihadists and regime forces,
Abdul Rahman said. Regime airstrikes on
northern Hama and neighboring Idlib had
also paused for more than 24 hours, before
resuming Tuesday following the latest bout
of fighting, according to the monitor. 

The bombardment killed one civilian in
southern Idlib, it said. The latest battles

come after rocket fire by HTS-led by a for-
mer Al-Qaeda affiliate-and allied rebels
killed more than 12 civilians in a regime-
held village in Aleppo province late Sunday.
Parts of Aleppo, Hama and Idlib are sup-
posed to be protected from a massive
regime offensive by a buffer zone deal that
Russia and Turkey signed in September. But
it was never fully implemented as jihadists
refused to withdraw from a planned demili-
tarized zone. In January, HTS extended its
administrative control over the region,
which includes most of Idlib province as
well as adjacent slivers of Latakia, Hama and
Aleppo provinces. — AFP

Rivalry and revelry mark
Mauritania’s campaign

CAIRO: This picture shows a general view of the Al-Wafaa Wa Al-Amal cemetery after the for-
mer Egyptian President Mohamed Morsi was buried, in Nasr city district, east of the capital
Cairo yesterday. — AFP 

IDLIB: A young Syrian man sits on the
ground after a bombing on an industrial area
of Idlib, Northern Syria yesterday. — AFP 
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DOHA: Two years after flying in thousands of dairy cows
to beat a trade embargo, Qatari milk producer Baladna has
made its first exports. Qatar is the world’s top liquefied
natural gas exporter but a net importer of nearly every-
thing else. The small but wealthy country has been under a
trade and transport boycott by Saudi Arabia and its allies
since June 2017 that has forced it to retool an economy
once heavily reliant on fellow Gulf states. 

Saudi Arabia, the United Arab Emirates, Bahrain and
Egypt accuse Qatar of supporting Islamist terrorist
groups. Doha denies this and says the boycott, which
closed its only land border and disrupted shipping routes,
is an attempt to infringe on its sovereignty.

Baladna received its first cows a month after the boy-
cott and set up a huge diary farm. It says it now supplies
more than half of Qatar’s fresh milk and is exporting to
Afghanistan, Yemen and Oman, and soon to Libya. Soon
after the boycott was imposed, Doha developed new trade
routes to replace its former Gulf partners. In late 2017 it
opened a $7.4 billion port designed to become a regional
transport hub.

Government officials say Baladna’s rapid expansion
shows the embargo has made Qatar’s economy stronger.
Their goal is to encourage local producers. In April,
Baladna rolled out a line of fruit juices. In Qatar’s super-
markets, brands like Mazzraty, which opened the country’s
largest poultry plant in January, sit beside “Qatar Farms”
displays of local fruit and vegetables.

Vegetable output is up about 20% since mid-2017 to
around 66,000 tons per year and is expected to increase
by 20,000-40,000 tons next year as new farms come
online, said Sheikh Faleh Bin Naser Al Thani, an agriculture
official at the Ministry of Municipality and Environment.

Qatar is now self-sufficient in dairy and fresh poultry.
Before 2017 it produced only about 20% and 10% per-
cent of its needs in those sectors, respectively.

“Qatar after June 5, 2017 is not like Qatar before,” said
Baladna communications director Saba al-Fadala, referring
to the start of the boycott. “We now don’t want or need
anyone.” Schoolchildren tour the milking parlors of

Baladna’s farm, where 20,000 cows live in vast air-condi-
tioned sheds. The visitors learn how flying in cows
restored milk supplies that had been trucked in before
Saudi Arabia closed the border.

Taking a hit
But other sectors of Qatar’s economy have suffered,

with real estate and retail taking a hit. Shopping malls and
hotels once filled with Saudi and UAE tourists at times
appear nearly abandoned. Property prices fell sharply amid
a supply glut in the run-up to Qatar hosting the World Cup
2022. In March, Qatar Airways reported its second straight
annual loss. Barred from the airspace of countries imposing

the boycott, the state-owned carrier has had to re-route
many flights, increasing their duration and cost. At the same
time, the boycott has forced Qatar to mount a public rela-
tions drive in the United States and Europe to counter
claims by rivals that it finances terrorism.

It has also adopted a lower profile in the region after
losing many of the bets it placed during the 2011 Arab
Spring in Syria, Libya, and Egypt, where Qatar backed
Islamist groups such as the Muslim Brotherhood. But with
a national population of just over 320,000 and a $320 bil-
lion sovereign fund, Qatar is well-placed to weather the
embargo, diplomats and analysts say. “If you are going to
be subject to a blockade, then you better have a lot of
money,” one banker told Reuters.

In the early months of the crisis, Qatar liquidated nearly
$3 billion in US treasury investments and drew down over
$40 billion in foreign reserves to support its currency and
banks. The economy has since stabilized, growing 2.2%
year-on-year in the third quarter of 2018. Qatar’s banks
have been replenished by foreign deposits replacing much
of the Saudi and Emirati money that left, and its stock mar-
ket was the top performer in the Middle East last year.

Qatar’s goal of greater food self sufficiency has
required launching agriculture on a commercial scale in
one of the world’s harshest desert climates. Nasser al-
Khalaf, the managing director of Agrico, a produce grower
and greenhouse manufacturer, says his business has
boomed since he designed a system to keep fruit and veg-
etables cool enough to grow year-round.

In a polycarbon greenhouse, rows of ripening hydro-
ponic tomatoes are cooled below 28 degrees Celsius as
the temperature outside tops 40. Khalaf said the system
allowed him to more than triple fruit and vegetable pro-

duction to over 15 tons per day. Khalaf said his greenhous-
es are attracting investors looking at farming for the first
time, drawn partly by increased subsidies for power, fertil-
izer and seeds since 2018.

“We never before saw businessmen investing in farms.
They liked to invest in buildings and industry, anything but
farms,” said Sheikh Faleh, the Qatari official. Rabban
Agriculture is one of the new entrants. Owner Al Rabban
Holding - with investments in property, transport and bot-
tled water - is now considering initiatives including collat-
eral-free loans from Qatari banks for agriculture projects,
said deputy chairman Khalifa Al-Rabban.

Reforms and outreach
Qatari officials and diplomats said there was no sign of

a let-up in the Gulf dispute, which has bolstered domestic
support for 38-year-old ruler Amir Tamim bin Hamad Al
Thani. This has allowed him to accelerate reforms request-
ed by Western allies that would have previously have
faced local opposition, such as wider labor rights and a
liberalized investment code for foreign ownership. The
reforms are intended to position Qatar as “like-minded
with the Euro-US community”, said a Western diplomat.

Doha pledged nearly $2 billion to expand Al-Udeid, the
largest US air base in the region. Qatar Petroleum aims to
invest $20 billion in the United States, while the Qatar
Investment Authority wants to expand its US portfolio to
$45 billion from $30 billion. Nader Kabbani, director of
research at Brookings Doha, said Qatar’s tone had
changed from initially wanting to resolve the dispute to
asserting it can go it alone. Qatar can do that, said a
Western diplomat, thanks to its gas wealth, World Cup
exposure and international outreach efforts. — Reuters

With cows, chickens, greenhouses, 
Qatar takes on regional boycott

Amir using domestic political capital to push reform

News in brief

Turkey targets military personnel 

ANKARA: Turkey has ordered the arrest of 128 mil-
itary personnel over suspected links to the network
accused by Ankara of orchestrating an attempted
coup in 2016, state-run Anadolu news agency said
yesterday. Police were looking for just over half of
the suspects in the western coastal province of Izmir
and the rest across 30 other provinces, Anadolu said.
They were suspected of being supporters of US-
based Muslim cleric Fethullah Gulen, who is accused
by Turkish authorities of masterminding the failed
putsch three years ago. Gulen has denied any role.
More than 77,000 people have been jailed pending
trial, while about 150,000 people from the civil serv-
ice, military, and elsewhere have been sacked or sus-
pended from their jobs under crackdowns since the
attempted coup. — Reuters

Sharing mosque shooting video

WELLINGTON: A New Zealand man was jailed
for 21 months yesterday for distributing gruesome
livestream video of the Christchurch mosque attacks
that killed 51 Muslim worshippers, local media
reported. Philip Arps, 44, was arrested in
Christchurch four days after alleged gunman
Brenton Tarrant’s March 15 rampage at two mosques
in the South Island city resulted in the worst mas-
sacre in modern New Zealand history. Arps pleaded
guilty to two charges of distributing objectionable
material for sharing footage that was livestreamed to
social media during the attack. Christchurch District
Court heard Arps distributed the raw footage to
about 30 people and had another version that was
modified to include crosshairs and a “kill count”, the
New Zealand Herald reported. “This was in effect a
hate crime against the Muslim community,” judge
Stephen O’Driscoll said. — AFP 

Alarm at far-right threat 

BERLIN: Germans have voiced shock at the sus-
pected far-right murder of a pro-migrant official
fuelling debate yesterday on whether the country has
failed to take seriously a rising threat from neo-
Nazis. Prosecutors on Monday said they suspected
an extremist motive in the assassination-style shoot-
ing of Kassel city administration chief Walter
Luebcke, 65, on June 2. A suspect identified as
Stephan E., 45, is in custody, with prosecutors saying
he has multiple links to the far-right scene. If the
motive is confirmed, the murder would be post-war
Germany’s first killing of a politician by a far-right
perpetrator. Interior Minister Horst Seehofer, who
called the killing an “alarm bell” for Germany,
acknowledged Tuesday that “right-wing extremism is
a significant and serious danger for our society”. For
the left-leaning Taz daily, the case “must be a turning
point”. — AFP 

Four Indian troops killed 

SRINAGAR: Indian troops fought a gun battle with
Kashmir rebels yesterday after a car bomb attack
and other clashes left four soldiers and three militants
dead in 24 hours, military officials said. A soldier and
two suspected rebels were killed in the latest
shootout in the Anantnag area of India-administered
Kashmir, army spokesman Colonel Rajesh Kalia said
in a statement. Another two soldiers were killed and
many more wounded when a car bomb hit an Indian
military truck late Monday in Pulwama district, the
statement added. The remote-control bomb was set
off in the same district as where a suicide bomber in
February targeted an Indian convoy and killed 40
paramilitaries. The attack led to India and Pakistan
staging tit-for-tat air raids. India and Pakistan divid-
ed Muslim-majority Kashmir after their independ-
ence in 1947, but both claim it in whole. — AFP 

Self-sufficient
in dairy, fresh

poultry

Caputova sworn in as 
Slovakia first female, 
youngest president 
KUWAIT: Zuzana Caputova was sworn in on Saturday as
the first female, and youngest, president in the modern his-
tory of Slovakia after winning the presidential elections of
March. In her address to lawmakers at the inauguration
ceremony in the capital city of Bratislava, Caputova
pledged to fight corruption and make the judicial system
work for everybody.

Noting that the feeling of injustice as grown recently in
her country, she said she came to serve all citizens in
Slovakia, not to rule them. She affirmed that the state offi-
cials had only two options; to either stand up to corruption
or lose their jobs. Meanwhile, the presidential office
announced that Caputova’s first trip abroad would be to
Prague - the capital city of the Czech Republic, this
Thursday.

Caputova, 45, is a veteran lawyer and environment
activist who was awarded the Goldman Environmental
Prize in 2016. As candidate of the Progressive Slovakia
Party, she won the presidential elections by 58.4 percent
of the vote in the run-off on March 30, with a comfortable
lead against her rival Maros Sefcovic, of the Communist
Party of Czechoslovakia, who got 41.6 percent. Caputova
is replacing outgoing president Andrej Kiska. — KUNA

BRATISLAVA: Slovakia’s President-elect Zuzana Caputova signs a document during her inauguration ceremony in
Bratislava, Slovakia.  — AFP 

BRUSSELS: European leaders are expected to clash over
Brussels’ top jobs tomorrow, as rifts between France and
Germany and between the EU parliament and national capi-
tals deepen. Four weeks after elections to the European
Parliament, 28 national leaders have been called to a summit
to decide who should lead the union for the next five years.
But the mainstream parliamentary groups have yet to agree
on a program or on their candidate to replace Jean-Claude
Juncker as the president of the European Commission.

Historically, cooperation between Berlin and Paris has bro-
ken many a Brussels logjam, but today President Emmanuel
Macron and Chancellor Angela Merkel are at loggerheads. At
stake is not just Juncker’s job but those of president of the
European Central Bank, speaker of the EU parliament, presi-
dent of the European Council and head of foreign policy. And
the haggling has been made more complex by attempts to
strike a better balance in the top five posts between men and
women, east and west, and older and newer member states. 

So will getting the 28 leaders together for talks in Brussels
break the stalemate, and pave the way for parliament to start
ratifying appointments when it meets on July 2? “That is not
quite easy,” Michael Roth, Germany’s minister for Europe,
admitted. “The political situation in the European Union is
unclear, so it is not easy to pull off. “We need an agreement
with the European Parliament, which is very self-confident in
fulfilling its role.” Roth, a social democrat member of Merkel’s
coalition, is backing the Dutch socialist and EU vice-presi-

dent Frans Timmermans to inherit Juncker’s role. But Merkel
publicly supports German conservative MEP Manfred
Weber, the lead candidate of the pan-European centre-right
EPP bloc in the Strasbourg assembly. Speaking in Meseberg
on Monday, Merkel played down concerns the split could
slow the process, suggesting it would fuel “productive ten-
sions” at the summit.

But Macron firmly opposes Weber, who has no executive
experience and little political clout, and the French leader’s
party has joined the liberal Renew Europe group. Macron’s
pointwoman in Brussels, French liberal group leader Nathalie
Loiseau, has dismissed the uncharismatic Bavarian as an
“ectoplasm” but has failed to name another option. The liber-
als have no clear candidate, with Danish EU competition
commissioner Margrethe Vestager’s star fading, but Macron
still believes national leaders should choose a name. The
Frenchman has ambitious plans to reform Europe and is seek-
ing a dynamic ally in Brussels - but his fellow European cen-
trists have personal ambitions of their own. Renew Europe’s
parliamentary leader Guy Verhofstadt dreams of ending his
long career with a stint as speaker. Belgian Prime Minister
Charles Michel or the Netherlands’ Mark Rutte, meanwhile,
could succeed Tusk as head of the Council, even if the Dutch
liberal premier denies it. 

The liberals are the third largest group after the EPP and
the Socialists and Democrats (S&D) and their faction is
unlikely to secure too many of the top five posts. The fourth
group in the majority coalition is the Greens, and if German
co-leader Ska Keller is named speaker of parliament she
would at least represent a woman in a top role. “An agree-
ment between France and Germany is essential to unblock the
situation, but Angela Merkel is not on a sure footing at home,”
a senior diplomat told AFP. Another Brussels insider added:
“If there’s no agreement on president of the Commission,
there won’t be agreement at all.” — AFP

BRUSSELS: French far-right Rassemblement National (RN) President and member of European Parliament Marine Le
Pen (center) speaks during a press conference at the European Parliament in Brussels. — AFP 

BERLIN: German Chancellor Angela Merkel and
Ukraine’s new President Volodymyr Zelensky address a
press conference with Ukraine’s new President on his
first official visit to Germany yesterday. — AFP 

KIEV: Ukrainian President Volodymyr Zelensky has
described beautiful women as part of the country’s
“brand”, prompting a furious backlash from activists
and on social media yesterday. “Tourists have always
said that Ukraine is very beautiful, the food there is
very tasty and the people are very beautiful, especially
the women,” the recently elected leader said during an
official visit to Paris Monday. “Yes, that’s correct and it
remains our brand,” the former comedian said. But
Tetyana Pechonchyk, head of Ukraine’s Human Rights
Information Centre NGO, said following the comments
that Ukraine’s “true brand” is sexism.

“Presidents are changing, sexism remains,” she
wrote on her Facebook page, recalling an incident when
ex-leader Viktor Yanukovych made a joke about
undressing Ukrainian women during a speech to the
Davos economic forum. Zelensky’s predecessor Petro
Poroshenko also called on a female reporter as “my
darling” during a press conference, Pechonchyk wrote.
“A woman is a person, not a brand. Women’s rights are
human rights!,” the Insight LGBTQ organization said. 

Meanwhile the hashtags #Iamnotyourbrand and
#Iamnotyourtourismbrand were trending on Ukrainian
social media. Activist Dana Yarovaya noted that
Ukrainian women were “not just a beautiful national
brand”, but also taking part in Kiev’s bloody conflict
with Russian-backed separatists in the country’s east.
“Ukrainian women... have treated the wounded,
dragged the wounded out from under shelling and sup-
plied the army,” the former army volunteer said. —AFP 

Beautiful women ‘our 
brand’ sparks furious 
backlash in Ukraine

Stalemate looms
as Europe haggles 
over top jobs
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News in brief

China earthquake kills 12

BEIJING: The toll from a strong 6.0-magnitude earth-
quake in southwest China rose to 12 dead and 134
injured yesterday as rescuers pulled bodies and sur-
vivors from wrecked buildings. More than 4,000 peo-
ple were relocated as a large number of structures
were damaged or collapsed after the quake struck late
Monday near Yibin in Sichuan province, according to
the city government. State broadcaster CCTV showed
footage of rescuers bringing a survivor out of the rub-
ble of a building on a stretcher overnight. Other
images showed a woman being helped out of another
collapsed structure. Images from Changning county
showed an electricity pole knocked down on the roof
of a building, a hole in a brick home and broken win-
dows on the street. Cracks appeared in several roads
and a major highway connecting Yibin and Xuyong
county was closed.  —AFP

Man filmed masturbating 

PARIS: A French court on Monday sentenced a man to
eight months suspended jail after he masturbated on
the Paris metro in front of a woman who filmed the
offence. The Bangladeshi man, 48, who works in the
fast food industry, was ordered to pay 500 euros in
damages to the woman as well as another woman who
had reported the same behavior. He was also ordered
to undergo psychiatric treatment. The 20-year-old
woman who filmed him posted the video on Twitter on
December 12 and asked the Paris transport authorities
to take action. She also filed a complaint for indecent
exposure. The video went viral and several women
reported recognizing the man and recalling similar
offences. A second woman then filed another com-
plaint. The man gave himself up to the police. —AFP 

17 die as motorboat sinks 

JAKARTA: At least 17 people, including four children,
died after a motorboat sank in choppy waters off the
Indonesian island of Java, a government official said
yesterday. The 10-metre wooden vessel with 57 people
on board was hit by high waves off Sumenep in East
Java province on Monday, said Tholib, a spokesman for
the search and rescue agency. Rescue teams saved 39
passengers and are searching for one missing person,
he added. Indonesia, a vast archipelago, has a patchy
transportation safety record, with frequent ferry acci-
dents often caused by overcrowding. Last year, an
overcrowded ferry with more than 200 passengers
sank in Lake Toba in Sumatra. Eighteen people sur-
vived and nearly 200 are thought to have drowned in
one of the world’s deepest volcanic lakes.  —Reuters

CIA spy network dismantled

TEHRAN: Iran said yesterday it has dismantled a new
espionage network linked to the US Central
Intelligence Agency and arrested a number of spies.
“Following clues in the American intelligence services,
we recently found the new recruits Americans had
hired and dismantled a new network,” state news
agency IRNA said, quoting an intelligence ministry
official. It said some members of the CIA network had
been arrested and handed over to the judiciary, while
others still required “additional investigations”. In what
it termed a “wide-reaching blow” to US intelligence,
IRNA said Tehran had carried out the operation in
cooperation with “foreign allies”, without naming any
state. The agency’s source did not specify how many
foreign agents were arrested or if they were operating
only in Iran. —AFP

PATNA: Angry protests erupted in one of India’s
poorest states yesterday over the deaths of more than
100 children from a mysterious brain fever potentially
linked to lychees. So far this month 103 children,
mostly under 10 and malnourished, have died from
Acute Encephalit is  Syndrome (AES) in the
Muzaffarpur area of the eastern state of Bihar. The
toll may rise with dozens more children undergoing
treatment in packed hospital wards, where television
pictures showed several children to a bed.

Yesterday, dozens of people gathered outside the
main hospital in Muzaffarpur to accuse local authori-
ties of acting too slowly and of not caring. The state’s
health minister came in for particular flak after asking
reporters about the score in India’s cricket match
against Pakistan on Sunday during a news conference
on the crisis. “Bihar’s Health Minister Mangal Pandey
seems more worried about cricket score than the
death of children,” tweeted Randeep Surjewala of the

opposition Congress party.
Rabri Devi, another opposition figure, called the

deaths “cold-blooded murder”. “Children are dying
because of a lack of medi-
cines and treatment,” she
tweeted. Bihar Chief Minister
Nitish Kumar was due - to
visit  the state-run Sri
Krishna Medical  College,
where most of the children
have died. Media have been
barred from entering the
facility and the families of
sick children asked not to
crowd the premises. 

Outbreaks occur annually 
AES sets in rapidly and is characterized by plum-

meting blood sugar, high fever, convulsions and paral-

ysis. Its causes include viruses, bacteria and toxins
transmitted in different ways. Outbreaks have
occurred annually during summer months in the same

districts since 1995, typically
coinciding with the lychee
season. 

Apart from 2014 when a
record 150 children died,
the annual death toll is usu-
al ly  much lower. Severa l
years ago US researchers
said the brain disease could
be l inked to a toxic sub-
stance found in lychees, the
tropical fruit. They also said
more study was needed to

uncover the cause of the illness, known locally as
Chamki Bukhar, which is fatal in a third of cases.

The National Human Rights Commission has asked

Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s government-as well
as Kumar’s state authorities-to say if there had been
a “possible flaw” in implementation of vaccination
and awareness programs. An editorial in the Hindu
newspaper yesterday said the deaths could have
“easily been prevented with some foresight and early
care”. It said in 2014 an Indo-US expert team had
saved 74 percent of sick children through a simple
medical intervention.

“It is appalling that this year the government
failed to raise awareness on this strategy.” Bihar is
one of India’s poorest states and home to almost 100
million people. It has also been hit by a heatwave in
recent weeks with temperatures of 45 degrees
Celsius (113 Fahrenheit). Most of the children affect-
ed by the brain fever belong to poor families who
struggle to get even a square meal and often gorge
themselves on the free-growing lychees on an empty
stomach. —AFP 

Protesters fume as health minister asks about cricket score 

Anger in India: Lychee-linked 
brain fever kills 103 children

Fearful of China’s 
grasp, many in 
Hong Kong flee 
to Taiwan
TAIPEI: For Hong Kong resident Yung Xiu Kwan, 67, a
proposed extradition law that would allow people in
the former British colony to be sent to mainland China
for trial was the final straw. Yung is packing her bags
and leaving the Chinese-ruled city to set up a new life
in proudly democratic Taiwan, fed up with what she
sees as Beijing’s ever encroaching grip over the city
that has led to an erosion of civil liberties.

“Without freedom and democracy, it’s like being put
in jail, like living in a concentration camp ... without
freedom, (I) would rather die,” said Yung, as she waved
a Taiwan flag at a massive protest in Hong Kong on
Sunday. “Taiwan can offer that because Taiwan has
democratic elections and a constitution that safeguards
democracy.” Hong Kong has been governed under a
“one country, two systems” formula since its return
from British to Chinese rule in 1997, allowing it certain
freedoms, including an independent judiciary. Courts in
mainland China are controlled by the Communist Party.
Yung is joining thousands of people who have left for
Taiwan in recent years, citing fears of Chinese erosion
of one country, two systems, a concept Beijing hopes it
can introduce one day in Taiwan.

Beijing has never renounced the use of force to take
over neighboring, self-ruled Taiwan, which it regards as
a recalcitrant, breakaway province. While Hong Kong
leader Carrie Lam indefinitely suspended the extradi-
tion bill, protest organizers said about two million peo-
ple still took to the streets on Sunday to call for a full
withdrawal and to demand Lam step down. Some Hong
Kong tycoons have started moving personal wealth off-
shore amid concerns over the legislation.

Beacon of democracy
The Hong Kong protests, which saw police use rub-

ber bullets and tear gas, were the most violent to rock
the city in decades and marked the biggest challenge
the financial hub has posed to Chinese President Xi
Jinping since he came to power in 2012.

Taiwan, overwhelmingly opposed to a “one country,
two systems” formula for itself, has voiced support for
Hong Kong. It has remained defiant amid escalating
Chinese pressure, with many resolutely rejecting
Beijing’s call for “reunification”. The extradition bill is

the latest in a string of issues that have troubled ties
between Hong Kong and Beijing, with Hong Kong peo-
ple increasingly upset by an inflow of Chinese immi-
grants and sky-high property prices partly pushed by
mainland investors.

Many accuse China of extensive meddling, including
obstruction of democratic reforms, interference with
elections and of being behind the disappearance of five
Hong Kong-based booksellers, starting in 2015, who
specialized in works critical of Chinese leaders. Chan,
30, who declined to give his full name, said the rapid
pace of Beijing’s encroachment on Hong Kong’s civil
liberties had taken him by surprise.

“It’s like there’s a burglar in my house and I’m the
one who’s forced to leave because I couldn’t defeat
him,” said Chan, who moved to Taiwan in 2016 and is
planning to arrange for his parents to retire there. The
number of people granted Taiwan residency from Hong
Kong and neighboring Macau, a former Portuguese-run
enclave also given special autonomy under Chinese
rule, had more than doubled to 1,267 in 2018 from a
decade ago, official data shows.

The trend spiked in the two years following massive
protests calling for full democracy in 2014 that para-
lyzed parts of Hong Kong for months. And it shows no
signs of abating. There were around 400 such immi-
grants to Taiwan in the first four months of 2019, a 40%
jump from a year ago. “I’m moving to Taiwan with my
wife next year,” said Melvin Chu, a Hong Kong resident
in his late 20s who joined Sunday’s rally, citing worries
over political freedoms. “Things are getting worse in
Hong Kong. We are worried for the next generation.”

Some Hong Kong youth are so desperate to leave
they have opted to join Taiwan’s compulsory military
service for men under 36 in a bid to get residency,
which comes at a price tag of HK$1.5 million
($191,600). Taiwan politicians have wasted no time in
showing their support for Hong Kong amid a heated
presidential race in which candidates’ policies towards
China are closely examined. Seeking a second term,
President Tsai Ing-wen has repeatedly urged the Hong
Kong government to respect the people’s will, while
sounding the alarm over Beijing’s “trap” to absorb
Taiwan. —AFP

TAIPEI: Protesters mostly from local universities display placards during a demonstration in Taipei, in
support of the continuing protests taking place in Hong Kong against a controversial extradition law
proposal. —AFP

HK leader apologizes 
for extradition crisis, 
but vows to stay on
HONG KONG: Hong Kong leader Carrie Lam apologized
yesterday for the political unrest that has shaken Hong
Kong, but the pro-Beijing chief executive refused to bow to
demands for her resignation. The semi-autonomous territory
has been plunged into its biggest crisis in decades, with mil-
lions of people taking to the streets to demand the with-
drawal of proposed legislation that would have allowed
extraditions to mainland China.

Lam suspended the bill on Saturday after two massive
rallies that saw isolated bouts of violence between the
police and some protesters. But that failed to quell public
anger, and an even bigger rally Sunday drew over two mil-
lion people, organizers said-more than a quarter of the pop-
ulation. “I personally have to shoulder much of the responsi-
bility. This has led to controversies, disputes and anxieties in
society,” Lam told a press conference. “For this I offer my
most sincere apology to all people of Hong Kong.”

Activists have demanded the bill be withdrawn fully, for
Lam to step down, and for police to be investigated for
using tear gas and rubber bullets against protesters. They
have also asked for all charges to be dropped against any-
one detained during the protests. But Lam gave no indica-
tion she was prepared to step down, saying instead she
wanted to “continue to work very hard... to meet the aspira-
tions of the Hong Kong people”. Lam tacitly suggested,
however, that the extradition bill was unlikely to be revived
given the public sentiment. “I will not proceed again with
this legislative exercise if these fears and anxieties could not
be adequately addressed,” she said. “If the bill... (does) not
make the legislative council by July next year, it will expire...
and the government will accept that reality.”

Public rage
Protest organizers were unmoved by Lam’s latest public

statement, and slammed her for failing to address their
demands. “Her attitude is arrogant,” said Jimmy Sham of the
Civil Human Rights Front, an umbrella organization of vari-
ous groups participating in the protests. Sham said organiz-
ers will now convene to decide on their next steps. Critics of
the extradition legislation fear it will entangle the people of
Hong Kong in China’s notoriously opaque and politicized
justice system, and threaten Beijing’s critics.

The city’s formidable business community was also
spooked about the law damaging Hong Kong’s reputation as
a safe business hub. The crisis has left Lam on shaky ground,
and the latest press conference will do little to ease the
pressure on her, said political analyst Dixon Sing. —AFP

Prisons under 
siege as Zimbabwe’s
woes persist
HARARE: The Chikurubi Maximum Security Prison in
Harare is crumbling at the seams, assailed by overcrowding
and a critical shortage of medicines, food and other basics
as the economically-crippled country battles to care for its
inmates. Convicts and wardens alike bemoan packed cells
where running water is erratic and shortages of food,
clothes and bedding prevail. Basic painkillers and antibiotics
are impossible to come by, meaning prisoners risk dying
from easily-treatable conditions.

“We don’t have drugs for... ailments like pneumonia and

meningitis. We need a functioning X-ray machine. As of
now, our machine is down and yet this is a basic tool
required for diagnosis,” Blessing Dhoropa, a doctor at the
prison hospital, said as lawmakers visited Chikurubi last
week. AFP correspondents saw prisoners wearing thread-
bare uniforms in the prison’s male and female sections.
Inside the cells, paint flaked off some walls and for bedding,
prisoners had thin blankets on bare cement floors.

One complained the cells were infested with lice and
other vermin. Such conditions are common in Zimbabwe’s
46 prisons. They were built to collectively incarcerate
14,000 prisoners, but hold more than 20,000 today.
Chikurubi’s men’s section houses 2,508 inmates instead of
the 1,360 it was designed for. “Our population is much high-
er than we should hold,” conceded Senior Assistant
Commissioner Alvord Gapare, who oversees jails in the
Harare province. Zimbabwe Lawyers for Human Rights
(ZLHR) has condemned such “deplorable” conditions which

it said “exposes inmates to illnesses and psychological trau-
ma.” In 2013, the body said, more than 100 prisoners died of
malnutrition-related illnesses. At Chikurubi, donors provide
life-saving anti-retroviral (ARV) drugs for inmates who
need it. “I am HIV positive. Drugs for HIV are available. But
other medicines, antibiotics... even the painkiller paraceta-
mol, are not there,” 18-year-old prisoner Chiedza
Chiwashira told members of parliament’s child welfare and
justice committee on a fact-finding mission.

Another inmate complained there was “no medicine for
epilepsy.” And according to Gapare, Chikurubi’s only ambu-
lance “is down”. At Chikurubi, prisoners grumble about the
staple diet of maize porridge without salt or sugar for
breakfast, followed by the same, served with boiled kale,
cabbage or beans, for lunch and dinner. “Our diet is not
suitable for people with ailments like diabetes and hyper-
tension,” an inmate of the female section told the official
visitors. —AFP

HONG KONG: Hong Kong Chief Executive Carrie Lam
speaks during a press conference at the government
headquarters in Hong Kong yesterday. —AFP

HARARE: A Zimbabwe Prison Services (ZPS) officer (bot-
tom) stands guard over the prison courtyard during a tour
of Chikurubi Maximum Prison by a parliamentary com-
mittee on health.  —AFP

Dozens of 
children 

undergoing 
medical treatment
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Blackouts and risk 
of cyberwarfare

Electricity supplies across Argentina, Uruguay
and parts of Paraguay were blacked out for sev-
eral hours on Sunday when the regional power

grid suffered a cascading failure. There is no sugges-
tion that anything malicious caused the blackout; most
likely it was an equipment failure. But earlier at the
weekend, the New York Times revealed the United
States had hacked into Russia’s grid and was ready to
carry out an offensive cyberattack. And before the
2015 nuclear deal with world powers, the United States
had developed a plan, codenamed Nitro Zeus, to col-
lapse Iran’s electricity system in the event of conflict,
according to the New York Times.

The three stories illustrate the growing risks to
power networks posed by control failures, solar storms
and now hacking, whether by criminals, terrorists or
state spying agencies. Nearly every aspect of the mod-
ern economy depends on electricity from the grid,
including space and water heating, lighting, water sup-
plies, transportation and industrial processes. Amory
and L Hunter Lovins warned about the resulting eco-
nomic and national security vulnerability almost 40
years ago. “Complex energy devices were built and
linked together one by one without considering how
vulnerable a system this process was creating,” they
wrote. “A few people could probably black out most of
the country.”

Multiple risk factors
Even a small problem has the potential to trigger a

cascading power failure that cuts electricity supply to
millions of customers in minutes. In August 2003, over-
grown trees came into contact with power lines in the
Cleveland-Akron area of Ohio and caused a cascading
failure that blacked out the entire US Northeast and
neighboring parts of Canada. Computer system fail-
ures, poor control-room practice and inadequate plan-
ning meant local grid controllers lost situational aware-
ness and reacted too slowly to the escalating problem.

As the local grid became progressively more unsta-
ble, power lines and stations went into automatic shut-
down to protect themselves, sending unusual power
flows surging into neighboring areas. The problem
spread as safety systems detected unusual power
flows wheeling across the grid and raced to disconnect
transmission lines and power generation units. At least
265 power plants, with more than 508 individual gen-
erating units, shut down - including 10 nuclear plants,
which are designed to halt immediately if grid instabili-
ty is detected. (Control rods will drop into the core
immediately to kill the nuclear reaction safely if the
power plant senses any unusual activity on the neigh-
boring grid). The events of Aug 2003 illustrate how
even “trivial” problems can trigger a region-wide
blackout if the grid is not managed properly. 

Cascading failure
Power grids are complex and tightly integrated sys-

tems where there is always the potential for failure at a
single point, or just a few points simultaneously, to rip-
ple across the network and cause cascading failure.
Massive, cascading failures have occurred repeatedly
in North America as well as in South America, India
and Indonesia over the last 50 years, sometimes
affecting tens or hundreds of millions of people.

Electricity grids must balance various aspects of
supply and demand on an instantaneous basis (includ-
ing frequency, voltage, power and reactive power).
Control rooms manage the system conservatively, run-
ning constant scenario analysis to plan for a huge range
of contingencies. Consumption can usually be forecast
reasonably accurately by statistical models, so the
major short-term risks arise from equipment failure.

Grid controllers constantly plan for the sudden loss
of the largest one (n-1) or two (n-2) generation and
transmission assets on the grid. Control room staff
must have an updated plan for dealing with the next n-
1 or n-2 contingencies at all times, usually by calling on
reserve generation held on standby or by reducing
demand. In an emergency, voltage can be reduced,
large customers can be asked to curb their consump-
tion, or in the worst case, groups of users can be
forcibly disconnected.

Grids must be managed with a good safety margin
because most generation, transmission and distribution
assets have safety cutouts that will cause them to shut
down and disconnect automatically if they are at risk
of overloading or otherwise operating outside safe lim-
its. The failure of one component (e.g. a single power
plant or transmission line) can overload the rest of the
system if not managed properly and cause cascading
failure as more components automatically disconnect
to protect themselves.

Grid managers must also prepare for more unusual
risks, including solar storms, which have the potential
to overload local transmission systems and fry trans-
formers. Geomagnetic storms have already caused
blackouts in Quebec (1989) as well as South Africa and
Sweden (2003). — Reuters

If, despite its firm denials, Iran was behind attacks on
two oil tankers in the Gulf last week and a further four
last month, they represent a calibrated yet risky push-

back against a US sanctions squeeze, regional experts say.
The targeting of six vessels on a major artery for world oil
supplies was a vivid reminder of the stakes involved in the
standoff pitting Iran against the United States and its
regional allies. The latest two attacks, on Thursday, were
much more complex than last month’s because the tankers
were moving rather than at anchor as previously, said
Hossein Aryan, a military analyst who served 18 years in
Iran’s navy before and after the 1979 Islamic revolution.

Two government security sources, one American and
one European, also noted the sophistication of the attacks,
which damaged the tankers without seriously injuring any-
one. They told reporters this indicated deliberate calcula-
tion. The two sources, who declined to be named, said the
attacks appeared designed to show that Iran could create
chaos if it wanted to but at this point did not want to, per-
haps in the hope of persuading the United States and oth-
er antagonists to back off rather than trigger conflict.

They did not provide direct evidence of Iranian involve-
ment, but the United States and Saudi Arabia have blamed
Iran publicly for both sets of attacks. Whereas some US
sources said they believed Iran encouraged allied militants
or militia to carry out last month’s attacks, the US military
has released a video and still images which it says show
Iran’s Revolutionary Guards removing an unexploded
limpet mine from one of the latest vessels to be targeted.

Tehran expressed concern over the May attacks and
said the footage released after the latest ones by the
United States military proved nothing and Iran was being
made a scapegoat. Germany said last week the video was

not enough to apportion blame, while Britain said no other
state or non-state actor could have been responsible. UN
Secretary General Antonio Guterres called for an independ-
ent investigation. The head of the company which owns the
Japanese tanker hit said last week its crew had reported fly-
ing objects damaged the ship, but Aryan said whoever
attacked it and a Norwegian tanker had attached magnetic
limpet mines with a timer when they were anchored or using
a boat or marine drone when they were moving. 

Iran’s military said on Monday that if it decided to
block the Strait of Hormuz, a vital gateway in the Gulf for
the oil industry, it would do so publicly, and both Supreme
Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei and President Hassan
Rouhani have said Iran does not want war. Tehran has
been at pains to underline its capabilities, however. “If
attacked, we can make the maritime regions unsafe for the
aggressors,” said an Iranian official who spoke on condi-
tion of anonymity due to the sensitivity of the situation.

Backfired?
Ali Vaez, director of the Iran Project at the Crisis Group

think-tank, and other regional sources said that if Iran was
responsible, it was clearly trying to show it could threaten
global oil supply with a view to deterring the US and its
allies from further ratcheting up the pressure. Saudi
Arabia, the Emirates and other regional rivals are backing
US efforts to cut off Iran’s oil exports with pledges to
boost their own oil production to keep prices stable. But a
fifth of the world’s oil passes through the Gulf of Oman and
the attacks hit vessels on both sides of the waterway.

“The message being sent by Iran is that we can disrupt
operations on east and west. If they can’t export, no one
should,” said a Gulf industry source who asked not to be

identified. US President Donald Trump withdrew from a
2015 international nuclear deal last year and reimposed
sanctions, aiming to push Tehran to negotiate over its bal-
listic missile program and regional policy, which
Washington says is destabilising the Middle East.

Washington then sent an aircraft carrier, B-52 bombers
and Patriot missiles to the region last month in a show of
force against what US officials say are Iranian threats to its
troops and interests there. Acting US Defense Secretary
Patrick Shanahan announced on Monday the deployment of
about 1,000 more troops to the Middle East for what he
said were defensive purposes, citing concerns about a
threat from Iran. Vaez said Tehran did not appear to have
been cowed so far. “The irony is that the US maximum pres-
sure strategy was supposed to temper Iranian behavior,” he
said. “In practice, however, it has clearly backfired.” Iran
could use relatively inexpensive asymmetric attacks to inflict
costly damage, according to Tom Sharpe, a former com-
mander in Britain’s Royal Navy who is now a communica-
tions consultant. “They have jet skis and fast boats that are
trained for swarm attacks and just one £1,000 jet ski could
disable a £1 billion warship,” he told Reuters. Sharpe said the
United States and Western allies were prepared to tackle
such attacks. But the ability of Iran-linked groups to strike
goes beyond the Strait of Hormuz. In the same week that the
four oil tankers were attacked off the coast of the Emirates
last month, Yemen’s Iran-aligned Houthis struck two oil
pumping stations within Saudi Arabia with armed drones. A
few days later, a rocket was fired near the US embassy in
Baghdad, which had already evacuated non-emergency
staff a week after US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo made
a surprise trip to Baghdad to talk to Iraqi officials about US
concerns of threats from Iran-backed militias. — Reuters

Tanker attacks calibrated but risky Iran response 

This picture obtained by AFP from Iranian news agency Tasnim on June 13, 2019 shows an Iranian navy boat trying to control a fire on the Norwegian owned Front Altair tanker in
the waters of the Gulf of Oman. — AFP 

Waves of Chinese 
tourists invade 
North Korea 

On a grey stone column in
Pyongyang, a mural shows Chinese
and North Korean soldiers rushing

into battle against US-led forces in the
Korean War. Decades later, the monument
is a regular stop for new waves of Chinese
going to the North, this time as tourists.
Hundreds of soldiers and workers have
been sprucing up the obelisk and its
grounds in recent days ahead of a state
visit to Pyongyang by Chinese President Xi
Jinping this week. 

An inscription on it lauds “the Chinese
People’s Volunteer Army, who fought with
us on this land and smashed down the
common enemy”. Their “immortal
exploits” will “last forever”, it proclaims,
as will “the friendship forged in blood
between the peoples of the People’s
Republic of China and the Democratic
People’s Republic of Korea”.

Nearly 70 years after Mao Zedong sent
millions of soldiers to save Kim Il Sung’s
troops from defeat as General Douglas
MacArthur’s men marched up the peninsu-
la, China remains the isolated, nuclear-
armed North’s key diplomatic backer and
main provider of trade and aid. Now the
Friendship Tower, as the monument is
known, attracts growing hordes of Chinese
tourists - and the renovations suggest it
may also be on Xi’s itinerary.

Ordinary Chinese pay travel companies
around 2,500 yuan ($360) for a standard
three-day trip, arriving overland by train in
Pyongyang to tour the capital’s highlights,
from the Arch of Triumph to Kim Il Sung
Square. The following day they head south
to the Demilitarized Zone that has divided
the peninsula since the two sides fought
each other to a stalemate in 1953, before
returning home. 

“I’m very interested in North Korea and
wanted to come to see what North Korea
looks like,” said Yu Zhi, a retiree from
Anhui province visiting Pyongyang, telling
AFP that she had a “special feeling” for the
country. “China is very friendly with North
Korea,” added her fellow traveller, a
woman surnamed Jin. “We have been
friends for generations.”

Lips and teeth 
It was not always so. Mao - whose eldest

son Mao Anying was among those killed in
what China still calls the “War to Resist US
Aggression and Aid the DPRK” - described
the neighbors as “as close as lips and teeth”.
Ties then waxed and waned during the Cold
War, when founder Kim Il Sung was adept
at playing his Soviet and Chinese allies off
against each other, and his grandson, the
current leader Kim Jong Un, did not visit
Beijing to pay his respects for more than six
years after inheriting power.

But as he embarked on a flurry of diplo-
macy last year he made sure that Chinese
President Xi Jinping was the first foreign
head of state he met, and he has since done
so three more times - more often than Kim
has seen any other leader.  Now Xi is going
to reciprocate. At the same time Chinese
tourism to the North has reached record
highs, according to travel industry sources
- so much so that Pyongyang has imposed
a limit on arrivals.

No official figures are available from
authorities on either side, but Simon
Cockerell, general manager of Koryo Tours,
the market leader for Western visitors, said
there had been “a huge increase in Chinese
tourists”. At peak times 2,000 people a
day had been arriving in Pyongyang, he
said. “That’s far too many because there is
no infrastructure to accommodate that
many tourists, so problems with train tick-
ets, with plane tickets, hotel space.”

As a result North Korean authorities
had themselves set a 1,000-a-day cap, he
added, although it was unclear whether
this applied across the industry or solely
to Chinese, who make up the vast majority
of arrivals. “There are issues with just
hundreds of people showing up at the
same time.” — AFP

Mexico is one of the world’s most
dangerous countries for the press,
and now journalists face a new

risk: insults and attacks from leftist
President Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador.
The populist leader known as “AMLO” took
office in December promising “radical”
change - and looked set to deliver it, at least
in his relations with the media. Whereas his
predecessor, Enrique Pena Nieto, almost
never took questions from journalists, Lopez
Obrador, 65, holds a press conference at
7:00 am every weekday.

The access at this “early riser,” as the
press conference is known, is so unfettered
that a journalist once climbed up on the
dais with the president to debate homicide
statistics with him face to face, unhindered
by bodyguards. But Lopez Obrador has
also turned the widely watched press con-
ferences into a platform for launching
smears and veiled threats against reporters
and media outlets that rub him the wrong
way. His favorite insult for media he takes
exception to is “fifi,” which roughly trans-
lates as “hoity-toity.”

He does not shy from calling out media
organizations by name. For instance, he
regularly attacks Reforma, one of the
country’s leading newspapers, once insist-
ing it reveal its sources on a story he dis-
liked - despite a Mexico City law protect-
ing the confidentiality of journalists’
sources. Lopez Obrador’s sometimes hos-
tile approach to the press has been com-
pared to that of US President Donald
Trump. “This is something that exists not
only in Mexico, but also in the United
States, or to cite another example,
Venezuela - this tendency to smear the
media when they are critical of those in
power,” said Balbina Flores, country direc-
tor for Reporters Without Borders.

But in Mexico, verbal attacks on jour-
nalists are an uncomfortable reminder of
the physical attacks they also face. Lopez
Obrador’s statements have sometimes been
laced with ominous warnings. “If you cross
the line, you know what happens to you.
It’s not me, it’s the people,” he once told
journalists.

‘Free rein’ 
Reporters indeed know all too well what

can happen to them when they ask too

many uncomfortable questions in Mexico.
The country is the deadliest in the world
for journalists so far this year, with six mur-
dered since January, according to
Reporters Without Borders. The watchdog
regularly ranks the country among the
most dangerous for the press, along with
war-torn Syria and Afghanistan. More than
100 journalists have been murdered in
Mexico since 2000. The vast majority of
those crimes remain unpunished.

“The president’s stigmatizing language
sets the tone and emboldens those who
want to attack the press,” said Ana Ruelas,
Mexico director for the media rights group
Article 19. “In an environment of so much
impunity, where anyone who wants to
attack the news media has free rein to do
it... we think this is going to generate vio-
lence by individuals and groups looking to
intimidate,” she told AFP.

Army of bots 
The hostility has spread to social media.

Journalists who put tough questions to
Lopez Obrador regularly receive a flood of
insults and threats from his supporters on
social networks. “The more uncomfortable
your question is, the more they threaten
you,” said one reporter, speaking on con-
dition of anonymity for safety reasons. She
received death threats on her personal
Facebook account after asking a question
at the morning press conference.

Many of the negative comments come
from coordinated networks of “bots”, or
automated accounts, according to a study
by ITESO university, in the city of
Guadalajara. “Then real people join in, and
they’re the ones who track you down on
your personal social networks,” said the
reporter interviewed by AFP. Presidential
spokesman Jesus Cantu denied Lopez
Obrador or his team have used bots, and
defended the president’s statements
against the press as free speech.

“When he disagrees with a particular
media outlet, it’s not because he’s against
them or against criticism. It’s because he
has a difference of opinion, and it’s good to
get that out in the open and address it,” he
said. He said the administration condemns
“any kind of harassment” or “verbal vio-
lence” against the media. — AFP

For media covering AMLO,
access comes with attacks 

In a photo taken on April 14, 2019 tourists
from China pose for photos before the Three
Charters monument in Pyongyang. — AFP 



France demands 
‘guarantees’ on 
Facebook’s 
cryptocurrency 
PARIS: France’s finance minister said yes-
terday that strong guarantees were needed
over the use of cryptocurrencies after
Facebook announced it was leaping into the
market with its own digital money. Finance
Minister Bruno Le Maire, whose govern-
ment has also initiated a new tax on digital
giants like Facebook that has angered the
United States, said such digital money could
never replace sovereign currencies. “If
Facebook wants to create an instrument for
transactions, why not? But there is no ques-
tion that this can become a sovereign cur-
rency,” he told Europe 1 radio, saying a “lim-
it” had to be set.

“It cannot and must not become a sover-
eign currency, with all of attributes of a cur-
rency” such as the capacity to issue sover-
eign debt and serve as a reserve currency.
“The aspect of sovereignty must stay in the

hands of states and not private companies
which respond to private interests,” Le
Maire added.

There need to be “guarantees” so that
“this transaction instrument is not misused,
for example, for the financing of terrorism or
illicit activities,” he said.

Le Maire, whose country currently holds
the G7 presidency, said he had asked the
group’s central bank governors to prepare a
report by mid-July. This would lay out the
guarantees required from cryptocurrencies,
he added, saying it was necessary to “pro-
tect consumers”.

Facebook and some two dozen partners
yesterday released a prototype of a cryp-
tocurrency called Libra, whose rollout as a
global digital money is expected next year.
French lawmakers this year approved legis-
lation-dubbed “Gafa” after Google,
Amazon, Facebook and Apple-for a new tax
on digital giants, and a joint commission of
the upper and lower houses is now dis-
cussing the final details.

The plan was developed amid rising pub-
lic outrage at the minimal tax paid by some
of the world’s richest firms. President
Emmanuel Macron has presented himself as
a supporter of new technologies but has also
made clear that digital giants need to do
much more to improve regulation.

He has been hugely critical of the failure
of social media companies to crack down on
extremism, and in May hosted Facebook
founder Mark Zuckerberg for talks in Paris.

“This transaction instrument will allow
Facebook to again accumulate millions of
millions of items of data,” Le Maire said.
“This reinforces my conviction on the need
to regulate digital giants and ensure they are
not in a monopolistic situation,” he said.

Roller-coaster world
Cryptocurrencies live in a volatile, roller-

coaster world, which Facebook is seeking to
change with its new Libra digital money. The
new digital currency will be overseen by a
nonprofit association and backed with real
assets to serve as a reliable, stable form of
globally accepted money that lives essential-
ly on smartphones. How do cryptocurrencies
work? To use currencies like Libra, people
will need to install software referred to as a
digital wallet. Several digital wallets are
available, but one called Calibra is being
built by a Facebook subsidiary for Apple-
and Android-powered smartphones and
integrated with the social network’s
Messenger and WhatsApp mobile services.

This system “lets everyone store their
money securely in their phone,” Calibra vice
president of product Kevin Weil said. A digi-

tal wallet chosen by the user is linked to
bank accounts or credit cards for transfers
or online transactions. “The same way you
can pick any browser to go on the internet,
you can pick any digital wallet,” Weil said.

What are the advantages? 
Libra was released as an open ecosys-

tem, so any business or service may accept
it for payments. Financial institutions could
also offer credit or loans in Libra. “Imagine
storing your life savings in your house; it is
safer to take it with you on the go on your

phone,” Weil said.
Calibra, for example, could be used to

send money to friends or family members in
another country, or shop at stores online or
in the real world the same way they might
use Apple Pay or Google Pay.

More than a billion people already use
WhatsApp and Messenger to communicate,
so providing a way to send money makes
sense. “Over time, as the Libra ecosystem
grows and Libra is built into products and
services, there will be more things you can
just do with Libra,” Weil said. — AFP

HSBC sees investment opportunities 
despite complex global landscape

Heathrow publishes ‘masterplan’ 
for controversial third runway

Bahrain tops London, Silicon Valley for 
percentage of female startup founders 1412 13
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LE BOURGET, France: Airbus and Boeing
bagged a combined $15 billion of plane
deals on day two of the Paris Airshow, as
their sales teams scrapped for orders after
a downturn in business at many airlines and
the grounding of Boeing’s top-selling jet.

Airbus extended its early lead in orders
at the event with a $6 billion deal yesterday
to sell 36 planes to Philippines airline Cebu
Air, including 10 of the new long-range
A321XLR model launched on Monday. The
European planemaker also struck a deal to
sell a further 30 A320neo aircraft to Saudi
Arabian Airlines, worth $3.3 billion at list
prices, while Malaysia’s AirAsia converted
253 A320neo orders to the larger A321neo
model. Financial terms of the AirAsia deal
were not disclosed. 

Saudi Arabian Airlines, the kingdom’s
national airline, said yesterday it had
ordered 65 A320neo-type aircraft from
Airbus, worth more than $7.4 billion at list
prices, giving an early boost to the
European manufacturer at the Paris Air
Show. The French aerospace bonanza is
traditionally a key theatre for rivals Airbus
and Boeing to clock up orders, but this year

Boeing enters the race handicapped by the
fallout from crashes of two of its 737 MAX
aircraft that together killed 346 people.

The Saudi airline plans to boost its
A320neo fleet to up to 100 aircraft from
35 now. The deal includes 15 aircraft of
the new A321 XLR type, capable of fly-
ing distances up to 8,700 kilometers
(5,400 miles).

Of the total 65 orders, 35 are still options.
“Passenger demand in the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia is experiencing strong growth on
domestic, regional and international routes.
The additional aircraft will be deployed to
support the national carrier’s plan to boost
capacity,” Airbus said in a statement.
Airbus’s neo line comprises aircraft with new
engines designed to use 15 percent less fuel
than the previous generation.

Airbus also signed a letter of intent with
low-cost Philippines airline Cebu Pacific to
deliver 31 aircraft, of which 16 are A330neos,
10 A321 XLRs and 5 A320neos. The A321
XLR models are to allow the airline to offer
direct flights from the Philippines to India
and Australia, Airbus said.

Airbus shares were up 0.6 percent at

1100 GMT, having touched a record high
of 126.50 euros in early trade. Boeing,
meanwhile, gained a much needed lift
after a slow start to the show on Monday
as Korean Air committed to buying 20 of
the US planemaker’s 787 Dreamliners,
worth $6.3 billion at list prices. Despite
the flurry of activity, dealmaking at the
aerospace industry’s biggest annual event
has been quieter than normal, fuelling
speculation that a decade-long boom
might be coming to an end.

With airlines struggling to contend
with overcapacity, slowing economies and
geopolitical tensions, some analysts warn
that Airbus and Boeing could face a grow-
ing number of cancellations from their
bulging order books. Boeing in particular
is suffering after the grounding of its
MAX 737 aircraft in March following two
deadly crashes.

A321XLR takes off 
However, the planemakers are confident

of continued strong demand for more fuel-
efficient jets as emissions regulations tighten
and air travel continues to rise, driven by

Asia’s growing middle classes. Boeing on
Monday increased its 20-year industry
demand forecast. “Although investors have
started to ask questions about the state of

the upcycle, the aerospace industry remains
very confident in the current state of the
market,” analysts at Vertical Research
Partners said in a note. — Agencies 

Saudi, Philippines airlines place big Airbus orders at Paris Airshow

PARIS: A La Compagnie Airbus A321 neo is moved on the tarmac at the International Paris Air Show yesterday at Le Bourget Airport, near Paris. — AFP

Boeing and Airbus bag $15bn of deals 

In this file photo, Facebook CEO Mark Zuckerberg speaks during the annual F8 summit
at the San Jose McEnery Convention Center in San Jose. — AFP

PARIS: Picture taken on the Safran’s stand shows Safran’s epower presentations dur-
ing the International Paris Air Show yesterday at Le Bourget Airport, near Paris. — AFP
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EXCHANGE RATES

Al-Muzaini Exchange Co.

EUROPEAN & AMERICAN COUNTRIES
US Dollar Transfer 304.600
Euro 344.050
Sterling Pound 383.980
Canadian dollar 227.160
Turkish lira 53.070
Swiss Franc 306.900
US Dollar Buying 297.600

ASIAN COUNTRIES
Japanese Yen 2.812
Indian Rupees 4.369
Pakistani Rupees 2.061
Srilankan Rupees 1.718
Nepali Rupees 2.725
Singapore Dollar 223.150
Hongkong Dollar 38.882
Bangladesh Taka 3.593
Philippine Peso 5.850
Thai Baht 9.773
Malaysian ringgit 77.903

GCC COUNTRIES
Saudi Riyal 81.281
Qatari Riyal 83.716
Omani Riyal 791.683
Bahraini Dinar 809.350
UAE Dirham 82.986

ARAB COUNTRIES
Egyptian Pound - Cash 21.80
Egyptian Pound - Transfer 18.190

Dollarco Exchange Co. Ltd

BAHRAIN EXCHANGE COMPANY WLL

Yemen Riyal/for 1000 1.223
Tunisian Dinar 105.760
Jordanian Dinar 430.380
Lebanese Lira/for 1000 0.203
Syrian Lira 0.000
Morocco Dirham 32.233

Rate for Transfer Selling Rate
US Dollar 304.240
Canadian Dollar 227.681
Sterling Pound 382.830
Euro 343.425
Swiss Frank 305.065
Bahrain Dinar 809.085
UAE Dirhams 83.235
Qatari Riyals 84.475
Saudi Riyals 82.025
Jordanian Dinar 430.395
Egyptian Pound 18.191
Sri Lankan Rupees 1.721
Indian Rupees 4.361
Pakistani Rupees 1.942
Bangladesh Taka 3.604
Philippines Pesso 5.834
Cyprus pound 18.100
Japanese Yen 3.810
Syrian Pound 1.590
Nepalese Rupees 2.729
Malaysian Ringgit 74.040
Chinese Yuan Renminbi 44.345
Thai Bhat 10.690

CURRENCY BUY SELL
Europe

British Pound 0.374439 0.388339
Czech Korune 0.005363 0.014663
Danish Krone 0.041732 0.046732
Euro 0. 334523 0.348223
Georgian Lari 0.109711 0.109711
Hungarian 0.000969 0.001159
Norwegian Krone 0.030836 0.036036
Romanian Leu 0.055436 0.072288
Russian ruble 0.004723 0.004723
Slovakia 0.009109 0.019109
Swedish Krona 0.028086 0.033086
Swiss Franc 0.298707 0.309707

Australasia
Australian Dollar 0.199837 0.211837
New Zealand Dollar 0.191383 0.200883
America
Canadian Dollar 0.221732 0.230732
US Dollars 0.300500 0.305800
US Dollars Mint 0.301000 0.305800

Asia
Bangladesh Taka 0.003010 0.003811
Chinese Yuan 0.042512 0.046012

Hong Kong Dollar 0.037092 0.039542
Indian Rupee 0.003769 0.004541
Indonesian Rupiah 0.000017 0.000023
Japanese Yen 0.002726 0.002906
Korean Won 0.000246 0.000261
Malaysian Ringgit 0.069229 0.075229
Nepalese Rupee 0.002680 0.003020
Pakistan Rupee 0.001433 0.002203
Philippine Peso 0.005749 0.006049
Singapore Dollar 0.216679 0.226679
Sri Lankan Rupee 0.001353 0.001933
Taiwan 0.009538 0.009718
Thai Baht 0.009393 0.009943
Vietnamese Dong 0.00013 0.00013

Arab
Bahraini Dinar 0.793387 0.809887
Egyptian Pound 0.018239 0.020839
Iranian Riyal 0.000084 0.000086
Iraqi Dinar 0.000210 0.000270
Jordanian Dinar 0.424715 0.433715
Kuwaiti Dinar 1.000000 1.000000
Lebanese Pound 0.000151 0.000251
Moroccan Dirhams 0.020503 0.044503
Omani Riyal 0.784851 0.790531
Qatar Riyal 0.079399 0.084339
Saudi Riyal 0.080140 0.081440
Syrian Pound 0.001291 0.001511
Tunisian Dinar 0.098367 0.106367
Turkish Lira 0.045578 0.055423
UAE Dirhams 0.081507 0.083207
Yemeni Riyal 0.000990 0.001070

Turkish Lira 52.265
Singapore dollars 221.781

Turkish industrial 
output slides 4% 
on renewed 
lira weakness
ISTANBUL: Turkish industrial production fell a
greater-than-expected 4.0 percent year-on-
year in April, the Turkish Statistical Institute
said yesterday, ref lecting the impact of
renewed lira weakness as the index declined
for an eighth consecutive month. Industrial
production, regarded as a signal of growth
data, declined in the wake of last year’s curren-
cy crisis, which caused the economy to con-
tract annually in the last two quarters.

In a Reuters poll, the calendar-adjusted
industrial output figure was forecast to fall 2.5
percent year-on-year. Month-on-month, indus-
trial production was down 1.0 percent in April
on a calendar and seasonally adjusted basis,
the institute said. Despite some signs of recov-
ery in previous months, industrial output was
hit by another bout of lira weakness in late
March and April.

The currency has lost nearly 10 percent of
its value this year, extending a 30 percent slide
in 2018, fuelled mainly by Ankara’s strained ties
with Washington as well as uncertainty over
the outcome of Istanbul mayoral election. The
lira was slightly firmer yesterday, trading at
5.8690 by 0807 GMT against the dollar.
Confidence indices and the Purchasing
Managers’ Index (PMI) data for March and
April had signaled that the increased volatility
in markets would be reflected on the real econ-
omy, said Muammer Komurcuoglu, research
director at Is Investment.

“The industrial production data announced
today shows the negative impact is being felt
beginning in April,” he said, adding that the neg-
ative outlook is expected to continue in May.

“This situation points to the continuation of
the contraction of growth in the second quar-
ter,” he said. Turkish manufacturing activity
contracted in May, shrinking for the 14th month
in a row due to slowing purchasing activity and
moderation in new orders, a business survey
showed earlier this month. Manufacturing PMI
stood at 45.3, indicating contraction. Economic
confidence tumbled 8.5 percent in May, while
consumer confidence dropped to its lowest
level on record. —Reuters

KUWAIT: While the current investment
landscape is more complex than in the years
before 2018, there are still many investment
opportunities, says HSBC Private Banking in
its investment outlook for the third quarter
of 2019. 

“Investors need to be more selective than at
the start of this year but we still remain invest-
ed as the economic expansion is not yet com-
ing to an end, despite trade tariff concerns, and
the Federal Reserve is ready to cut rates if
needed,” says Willem Sels, Chief Market
Strategist at HSBC Global Private Banking.

The resilience of the consumer, and struc-
tural growth linked to technological innova-
tion, will particularly help sustain the eco-
nomic cycle. In the third quarter, investors
can expect interesting opportunities in the

consumer sector, which benefits from rising
wages and government incentives in devel-
oped markets, and rising wealth and spending
in emerging markets. “Structural opportuni-
ties arise from technological disruptions in
areas such as healthcare and finance. In the
near-term, once trade related volatility sub-
sides, tech should again become one of the
driving forces of equity market performance,”
Sels adds.

In the coming quarter it is important to
remain invested in a well-diversified and
actively managed portfolio to benefit from the
mild upside potential in equity markets we
foresee, and attractive carry opportunities in
credit and emerging markets bonds. To fur-
ther manage the overall portfolio risk level, it
can make sense to integrate sustainability

considerations in the investment decisions
and to tactically hedge against abrupt market
developments.

In the third quarter, there will be invest-
ment opportunities in Emerging Markets hard
currency bonds, which continue to provide
higher yields compared to developed market
bonds while often carrying lower credit risks.
We particularly favor opportunities in coun-
tries such as Brazil, Indonesia, South Korea,
China and the GCC. These markets offer
attractive valuations and improving economic
fundamentals. We especially find value in
adding defensive markets into our emerging
market debt allocation, such as select GCC
countries, to decrease the overall risks due to
their defensive nature and low correlation to
other bond markets.

HSBC Private Banking issues 
market outlook for Q3 2019

Bank sees many investment opportunities despite complex landscape

Willem Sels

Samsung redefines 
pro photography 
#withGalaxy 
campaign
KUWAIT: Fueling the current trend for creating and
sharing pro-like photos on social media, Samsung
Gulf Electronics yesterday announced a brand new
campaign to show the world how anyone can be a
pro, with the right inspiration and story. One of the
region’s most sought-after photographers, Mazen
Abusrour has created a series of photos captured
with Galaxy S10, to inspire photo enthusiasts to
share the best pro-like photos #withGalaxy. 

Starting today, each week Samsung will publish
on its digital channels amazing photos shot by peo-
ple from this region with their Galaxy device, giving
them the chance to get their photo featured in
Samsung ads - three lucky winners of the contest
will get chance to win an all-expense-paid overseas
trip to the global unveiling event of the next Galaxy.

Redefining the boundaries of pro photography
one shot at a time, the eclectic series of photos by
Mazen Abusrour reflect the ever-changing mind-
sets, styles and attitudes of today’s generation
towards its local culture and heritage. The images,
including the hashtag #withGalaxy, show con-
sumers just how easy it is to create and share amaz-
ing content using the Samsung Galaxy smartphones
with features including taking photos in Ultra Wide,
Portrait and Night modes. 

Share & win
Now, you can capture like a pro without being a

pro using a Galaxy phone;  the new campaign
encourages Samsung Galaxy users to share their
best photos with Samsung Galaxy. Follow three easy
steps to enter Samsung #withGalaxy competition:

1. Capture your best photos with any Galaxy
smartphone

2. Share on Instagram using #withGalaxy and tag
@samsunggulf (direct message @samsunggulf if

your account is private)
3. Get your great shot featured in Samsung ads
4. Win an all-expense paid overseas trip to the

global unveiling event of next Galaxy. Shortlisted
winners will be selected by well-known influencers

like Kris Fade, Khalid Al Ameri, Ahmad Boarki and
Khal i fa Al-Haroon for a chance to win an al l-
expense paid overseas trip to the global unveiling
event of next Galaxy. 

Winners will be announced on July 31, 2019. 

Can Turkey crawl 
back from the 
economic brink?
ISTANBUL: Hizir Albayrak began work in a tiny chil-
dren’s store in the Istanbul bazaar 25 years ago, in the
same year that future president Recep Tayyip Erdogan
took over as mayor of the city.

Today, Hizir oversees a seven-floor shopping mall in
the busy Eminonu area, weaving energetically among the
latest prams, toys and babywear-one of many success
stories from Turkey’s astonishing economic transforma-
tion in the past quarter-century. “I started from zero.
Now we sell 295 brands from all over Turkey and around

the world,” he says, proudly.  Most of the credit for
Turkey’s dizzying growth-its economy now six times
larger than it was in the mid-1990s-goes to Erdogan, who
oversaw a period of unprecedented political stability and
economic growth on his path from mayor to prime minis-
ter to president. But that stability has vanished in recent
years amid a spate of terrorist attacks, a failed coup in
2016, a ruthless purge of internal opponents, and deterio-
rating relations with the United States.

The currency lost almost a third of its value against the
dollar last year, helping to plunge the economy into
recession and fuelling inflation of around 20 percent.
“Look at this,” cries an exasperated Hizir, grabbing a
pack of nappies and buzzing it through the till. “A week
ago, we were selling this at 30 or 35 lira (around $6 or
5.30 euros). Now look — 49 lira!

“In the past, prices would change every few months.
Now it’s every week or two. It’s very hard for those on

minimum wage, but mothers always make sacrifices for
their babies.”

‘We want stability’ 
As his skullcap indicates, Hizir is a long-time supporter

of Erdogan’s Islamic-rooted party, the AKP. But what he
really needs is stability, but instead, Istanbulites face their
eighth election in just five years on Sunday-this time
because officials ordered a re-run of the March mayoral
vote which was narrowly won by the opposition. Critics
say the constant cycle of elections has only fuelled
Erdogan’s taste for attention-grabbing mega-projects like
Istanbul’s gigantic new airport, and for divisive clashes
with opponents at home and abroad.

“Trade in Turkey is like being an acrobat. A crisis
strikes, the currency weakens, and you can lose every-
thing in a year,” Hizir says. “We want political stability.
God willing, the decision-makers will take the right meas-

ures.” Some economists fear the worst. With much of
Turkey’s growth fuelled by foreign credit, the recession
and falling lira have left many firms struggling to repay
their debts.  

“Turkey has seen a series of mini crises, each worse
than the last,” said Fadi Hakura, an analyst for Chatham
House in London. He said a major tipping-point will be
reached unless the government stops splurging on mega-
projects, and targets bad debts in the banking system. 

“Unfortunately, the government is wedded to its model
of debt-fuelled consumption and construction. It equates
modernity with gleaming high-rise buildings.”

Government defenders call such criticism overblown
fear-mongering.  Turkish companies are cushioned
against bankruptcy, with cash reserves that add up to
$6.5 billion more than their debts, said Mevlut Tatliyer,
associate professor of economics at the SETA think tank
in Istanbul. —AFP
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Draghi’s stimulus 
hints put ECB in 
Trump’s crosshairs
SINTRA, Portugal: The European Central
Bank will ease policy again if inflation fails
to accelerate, ECB President Mario Draghi
said yesterday, signalling one of the biggest
policy reversals of his eight-year tenure
and provoking the ire of US President
Donald Trump.

With four years of unprecedented stim-
ulus to revive the euro zone economy slow-
ly bearing fruit, the ECB had been prepar-
ing markets for policy tightening, dubbed
“normalization”-only to see a global trade
war derail its plans within months. The
problem is that with rates at record lows
and the ECB’s balance sheet already
swelled to 4.7 trillion euros ($5.3 trillion), its
remaining ammunition is limited, raising
doubts about the likely effectiveness of any
further measures.

“In the absence of improvement, such
that the sustained return of inflation to our
aim is threatened, additional stimulus will
be required,” Draghi told the ECB’s annual
conference in Sintra, Portugal.

With just four months left of his term, the
slowdown is also a threat to Draghi’s legacy.
The Italian’s promise in 2012 to do “whatev-

er it takes” to save the euro is widely credit-
ed with holding together the currency bloc
during the darkest days of its sovereign
debt crisis. “(We) will use all the flexibility
within our mandate to fulfill our mandate-
and we will do so again to answer any chal-
lenges to price stability in the future,”
Draghi said on Tuesday. “Monetary policy
remains committed to its objective and does
not resign itself to too-low inflation.”

But the ECB is not alone in having to
backtrack. After abandoning interest rate
hikes, the US Federal Reserve may this
week signal cuts in borrowing costs as
global turmoil erodes confidence, hitting
stocks and global trade. Trump, who has
persistently called on the Fed to ease mon-
etary policy, accused Draghi of trying to
weaken the euro to gain an unfair advan-
tage in trade. “Mario Draghi just announced
more stimulus could come, which immedi-
ately dropped the Euro against the Dollar,
making it unfairly easier for them to com-
pete against the USA,” Trump wrote on
Twitter. “They have been getting away with
this for years, along with China and others.”

Trade is a main policy issue for Trump,
who has raised disputes with a number of
rival world economies including the
European Union. Draghi’s comments, which
markets saw as unexpectedly dovish, sent
the euro down by a quarter of a percent
against the dollar while stocks erased early
losses and euro zone bond yields fell fur-

ther, many into record-low territory. Draghi
has often said the ECB does not target a
currency level, even if the exchange rate is
an important factor for policy.

Draghi said the ECB, which has consis-
tently undershot its inflation target of just
under 2 percent since 2013, could still cut
rates, adjust its interest rate guidance and
had “considerable headroom” for more
asset purchases.

He also said the ECB could offer “miti-
gating measures” to offset the unwanted
side effects of negative rates, a comment
indicating that a multi-tier deposit rate was
also on the table. Adding an argument for
urgency of action, he noted that risks to
growth in the 19 countries that use the euro
are tilted to the downside and that indica-
tors for the coming quarters point to linger-
ing softness.

LUXEMBOURG: European Central Bank (ECB) president Mario Draghi (L) looks on
as he stands next to Italy’s Economy and Finance Minister Giovanni Tria (right)
during the Eurogroup meeting at the EU headquarters in Luxembourg. —AFP

The smartphone: 
A global product
PARIS: Smartphones are a product with
which China has demonstrated not only
its manufacturing prowess, but its ambi-
tions to become a cutting-edge technol-
ogy developer thanks to the rise of
Huawei. The company is not just in the
lead in developing equipment for fifth-
generation networks, it has also moved
into the high-end smartphone segment.

But the US clampdown on the firm
over fears Huawei’s products could be
used for Chinese spying demonstrates
just how global the manufacturing of
smartphones remains. Take for example
Huawei’s P30, its latest top-of-the-line
smartphone, as the company’s overseas
sales have plummeted by 40 percent as
the firm grapples with the ban on using
US technology.

Screen 
The P30 uses an AMOLED screen, a

technology that was principally devel-
oped by the US firm Kodak. The two
largest manufacturers of such screens
are South Korea’s Samsung and LG.
Huawei buys the screens for the P30
from Samsung. Like many smartphone
manufacturers, Huawei uses a chemically
strengthened Gorilla Glass developed
by the US firm Corning to cover the

screen to protect it from scratches and
breaking. 

Cameras
The P30 rivals the other latest smart-

phone models with three rear-facing
cameras. Huawei has beefed up its chops
in photography by partnering with
Germany’s Leica for designing the cam-
eras for its high-end models, including
the P30. The cameras are assembled by
China’s Sunny Optical.

Processor 
The central processing unit is another

area in which Huawei has sought to
demonstrate its own technical prowess,
developing its own line of Kirin proces-
sors, including the 980 used in the P30,
but they are manufactured by a
Taiwanese company. Other leading
smartphone firms like Samsung and
Apple have also recently moved to use
their own CPUs in their phones. 

But they all use a common architec-
ture for these chipsets developed by the
British firm ARM, which is now a unit of
Japan’s Softbank. The dedicated graphics
processor also uses ARM architecture.

Memory 
The RAM memory used by the

processor is made by South Korea’s SK
Hynix, although previous versions of
Huawei’s top-line phones have used com-
ponents from the US firm Micron. Micron,

like fellow US firms Qualcomm and Intel,
has announced it will no longer supply
Huawei in line with government directives. 

Connectivity  
Huawei doesn’t produce the wifi and

Bluetooth antennas and modems used in
smartphones, the standards of which are
decided by associations of manufactur-
ers. The US firms Qualcomm and Intel
are the major manufacturers for wifi

modems for high-end smartphones.  

Operating systems 
With the exception of Apple, almost

all other smartphones manufacturers use
Android, the open source operating sys-
tem developed by Google. The P30 uses
the latest version, 9, called Pie. Like most
smartphones companies, Huawei adapts
Android slightly to create a unique user
experience.  —AFP

In this file photo logos of US social network Instagram are displayed on the
screen of a computer and a smartphone, in Nantes, western France. —AFP

New Pakistan 
central bank boss 
dismisses free 
floating rupee idea
KARACHI: Pakistan’s new central bank governor
Reza Baqir on Monday dismissed the idea of a free
floating rupee as he outlined reforms aimed at end-
ing instability in the South Asian economy.

Baqir was last month appointed to lead the cen-
tral bank in Pakistan, which has been hit by balloon-
ing current and fiscal account deficits and repeated
devaluations of the rupee. Pakistan’s policy is a “mar-
ket based exchange rate system” that follows supply
and demand, but that will not be left completely to
the market, Baqir said in his first press conference as
State Bank of Pakistan (SBP) governor.

“So, if there is a volatility, then state bank inter-
venes. You need to keep a close eye on the market.
That is our regime and we want to go with this
regime,” Baqir added. Pakistan’s currency has lost
almost 50 percent of its value since December 2017,
stoking inflation and putting pressure on the govern-
ment as voter anger at higher prices grows.

Last week Pakistan’s finance ministry signalled
that worse is to come, with economic growth of 3.3
percent in the financial year ending June, well off the
government’s target of 6.2 percent, with growth seen
falling to 2.4 percent in 2019/2020. Pakistan agreed
in principle to a $6 billion International Monetary
Fund (IMF) bailout in April amid speculation that the
fund wanted Pakistan to adopt a free float as part of
any assistance package.

Baqir, an ex-senior IMF economist, said that the
government was enacting economic reforms aiming to
shore up confidence. This included ending the “strong
rupee” policy, which had led to pressures building up
within the economy, but would not extend as far as a
fully free floating currency. —Reuters

LONDON: London Heathrow, Europe’s busiest air-
port, yesterday issued plans for its controversial
third runway, including the rerouting of rivers and
roads, as it sought also to allay environmental con-
cerns. Britain’s government last year finally approved
the third runway after decades of acrimonious
debate.

“Heathrow today unveils its preferred masterplan
for expansion,” said a statement from the airport,
which is owned by a consortium led by Spanish
infrastructure giant Ferrovial.

The detailed plan includes “tough new measures”
to reduce emissions, limit noise and curb night-time
flights. The M25 motorway that rings London will be
rerouted under the new runway, while river corridors
will also be diverted. “We’re working with those
impacted residents, communities and local authori-
ties to identify appropriate mitigation measures,” the
plan said. 

“New river corridors will be created to channel
the existing rivers and wildlife away from construc-
tion sites and the new runway.” Construction is
expected to start in 2022, with the runway built by
approximately 2026. New terminals will not be ready
until around 2050.

The expansion is expected to cost about £30
billion ($38 billion, 34 billion euros), according
to the BBC, including £14 bi l l ion on the f irst
p h a s e .  Th e  h u b ,  we s t  o f  L o n d o n ,  a i m s  t o
increase its total capacity to 130 million passen-

gers per day, compared with the current level of
about 78 million.

Public consultation 
“Expansion must not come at any cost,” said

Emma Gilthorpe, Heathrow’s executive director for
expansion, presenting a new public consultation that
will run until September. “That is why we have been
working with partners at the airport, in local commu-
nities and in government to ensure our plans show
how we can grow sustainably and responsibly-with
environmental considerations at the heart of expan-
sion. “This consultation is an opportunity for people
to have their say on our preferred masterplan,” she
added. Heathrow will also issue compensation for
affected homeowners, and establish a noise insula-
tion policy and a community fund. The third runway
has faced stiff opposition for many years from cam-
paigners who cited the negative impacts on noise
and air pollution, habitat destruction, transport con-
gestion, and climate change. Last month, London
Mayor Sadiq Khan, along with environmental chari-
ties and local councils, lost a court battle to prevent
the Heathrow expansion. Britain’s Conservative gov-
ernment argues that the project will provide a major
boost to Britain’s post-Brexit economy and could
create up to 114,000 local jobs by 2030.

Heathrow is owned by an investment consortium
comprising also sovereign wealth funds from nations
including China, Singapore and Qatar. —AFP

Rivers and roads being routed to allay environmental concerns

Heathrow publishes ‘masterplan’ 
for controversial third runway

LONDON: A computer generated image released by Heathrow airport on June 18, 2019 shows what the
airport will look like in 2050 following the completion of a third runway and new terminals. —AFP

US firms say China 
tariffs will raise costs, 
see few sourcing 
alternatives
WASHINGTON: A wide range of US companies told a
hearing in Washington on Monday that they have few
alternatives other than China for producing clothing,
electronics and other consumer goods as the Trump
administration prepares new tariffs on remaining US-
China trade. The comments came on the first of seven
days of testimony on President Donald Trump’s plan to
hit another $300 billion worth of Chinese imports with
duties of 25 percent.

Sourcing from other countries will raise costs, in
many cases more than the 25 percent tariffs, some wit-
nesses told a panel of officials from the US Trade
Representative’s office, the Commerce Department,
State Department and other federal agencies. Trump
and top members of his cabinet have said that the tar-
iffs, if imposed, would accelerate a move of manufactur-
ing out of China.

But dozens of witnesses in oral and written testi-
mony said that moving operations to Vietnam and oth-
er countries would not be feasible for years due to a
lack of skills and infrastructure in those locations.
China dominates global production in industries from
shoes to electronics to port gantry cranes. “That 25
percent is just going to whack us on the head,” said
Rick Helfenbein, president of the American Apparel
and Footwear Association. “If we could move more
product out of China we would, but we haven’t been
able to.” —Reuters

US housing starts 
fall in May, but 
trend improving
WASHINGTON: US homebuilding unexpectedly fell in
May, but data for the prior two months was revised
higher and building permits increased, suggesting that
the housing market was drawing some support from a
sharp decline in mortgage rates. Housing starts dropped
0.9 percent to a seasonally adjusted annual rate of 1.269
million units last month amid a drop in the construction

of single-family housing units, the Commerce
Department said yesterday.

Data for April was revised up to show homebuilding
rising to a pace of 1 .281 mil l ion units, instead of
increasing to a rate of 1.235 million units as previously
reported. Housing starts in March were also stronger
than initially estimated. Economists polled by Reuters
had forecast housing starts edging up to a pace of
1.239 million units in May.

Single-family homebuilding, which accounts for the
largest share of the housing market, dropped 6.4 percent
to a rate of 820,000 units in May. Single-family housing
starts fell in the Northeast, the Midwest and West, but
rose in the South, where the bulk of homebuilding
occurs.

Some on the weakness in groundbreaking activity

likely reflects heavy rain and flooding in some parts of
the country. Building permits rose 0.3 percent to a rate
of 1.294 million units in May. It was the second straight
monthly increase in permits. Building permits have been
weak this year, with much of the decline concentrated in
the single-family housing segment. The housing market
hit a soft patch last year and has been a drag on eco-
nomic growth for five straight quarters.

US Treasury yields held near session lows after the
data, while the dollar was firmer against a basket of cur-
rencies. US stock index futures were trading higher. The
housing sector is being constrained by land and labor
shortages, which are making it difficult for builders to fully
take advantage of lower borrowing costs. As a result, the
housing market continues to struggle with tight inventory,
leading to sluggish sales growth. —Reuters
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AUB congratulates 
winners of 
Al-Hassad 
weekly draw
KUWAIT: Ahli United Bank announced on the 05th of
June 2019 the winners of its weekly draw of Al-Hassad
Islamic account which is  the very first draw account
in Islamic banking in Kuwait that has reshaped the
lives of thousands lucky winners. Al-Hassad has have
over 850 prizes, over a 12 month period. The weekly
draw announced the grand prize winner of KD 10,000
as Fatemah Hasan Al-Faresi.

20 other winners won prizes of KD 1,000 and are
as follows: Ruqayah  Abdullah Ghuloum, Hanaa Abdul
Kareem Abu Shanab, Yousef Abdul Jaleel Al-Saffar,
Dekheel Ali Al-Dekheel, Suhailah  Abdul Razzaq
Abdullah, Mariam Abdul Kareem Ali, Ahmad Rewashed
Al-Azmi, Meshari  Abdul Rahman Al-Bahar, Raad
Mohammad Al-Zayyad,  Basem Mohammad Basheer
Variam Ashok  Komar, Islam Khan Nizamuddin,
Santhanam Anand, Abdulla Saleh Al-Tamimi, Jameel
Abdulla Kadhim,  Mariam Taha Ali, Abdulla  Khamis
Mohammed, Fatima  Fadhel  Dadalla, Harry Marc
Victor and Isam Mohamed Ahmed.

Al-Hassad Islamic Account presents also 4 quarter-
ly mega prizes of KD 250,000 that will help the lucky
winners achieve their dreams and aspirations in addi-
tion the monthly draw to win a prize of KD 100,000.
One powerful new aspect of the Al-Hassad Islamic
Account is the prize draws on the holy occasion of
both Eid Al-Fitr and Eid Al-Adha, when the winning
customers will receive the Eid prizes of KD 100,000
each. May the Eid always bring prosperity and bless-
ings to the Islamic nation.

Al-Hassad Islamic Account presents also 21 weekly
prizes comprised of a grand prize of KD 10,000 and
20 prizes of KD 1,000 each. In addition to the highly
attractive package of the prizes, there will be the
annual expected profits on, which makes the Al-
Hassad account a useful tool; for family and other sav-
ings, both for the short term and for the longer term -
a fact which well appreciated by a large multitude of
new and old customers. To be eligible to participate in
the draw, the customer should have a minimum bal-
ance of KD 100, whereby the customer has two
chances to participate, with a maximum of 30,000
chances per draw, in addition to annual profits for all
participants. Every KD 50 invested for at least 15 days
entitles the customer to one chance in the each draw.
The longer the customer keeps his balance the bigger
the changes of participation in the draw. Draws are
held every Wednesday at AUB Kuwait or AUB Bahrain
depending on the draw plan. 

MANAMA: Bahrain is one of the top 10 startup
ecosystems with the largest share of female founders,
according to the 2019 Global Startup Ecosystem
Report (GSER), launched at the recent TNW confer-
ence in Amsterdam. Described as ‘the world’s most
comprehensive and widely-read research on startups’,
the report is produced by StartUp Genome in partner-
ship with the Global Entrepreneurship Congress. 

With 18 percent of its startups founded by women,
Bahrain topped even internationally recognised startup
hubs such as Silicon Valley (16 percent) and London (15
percent). The report also lauded Bahrain as:

l One of the top 10 ecosystems to watch in FinTech
in Europe and the Middle East

l A top 15 Global Ecosystem for affordability of
qualified talent.

Khalid Al-Rumaihi, Chief Executive of the Bahrain
Economic Development Board said: “This report draws
on the views of the people who know best - entrepre-
neurs and founders. In a very short time, Bahrain has
emerged as a leading ecosystem with particular
strength in FinTech. With both female founders and
women taking leadership roles throughout the ecosys-
tem, Bahrain is a dynamic and diverse market at the
head of new trends that are shaping the way society

and business operates.” 
Dr Ebrahim Mohammed Janahi, Chief Executive of

Tamkeen (Bahrain’s Labor Fund) said: “Over the past
decade, Bahrain’s startup ecosystem has made signifi-
cant progress where startups can access a global net-
work of partners to scale up and capture opportunities
in Bahrain and the region. 

Dr Janahi pointed out one of Bahrain’s key competi-
tive advantages in the region, which lies in its firm belief
in the importance of women as an active player in shap-
ing Bahrain’s economic future. 

“In line with these national objectives, Tamkeen has
launched a number of ad-hoc programs to foster the
development of female-owned businesses in addition to
Tamkeen’s flagship programs supporting individuals
and enterprises.” he added. 

According to Dr Janahi, to date, more than 59 per-
cent of women have been served as part of Tamkeen’s
micro finance support, while more than 50 percent
were served within the business development program,
which offers a co-financing service to cover 50 percent
of business equipment. 

The Kingdom has a long history of women in senior
leadership positions. Currently, a group of female lead-
ers in FinTech is helping to steer the country’s FinTech

strategy. Leading female Bahraini startup founders
include Hala Sulaiman and Ameera AlQubaiti - co-
founders of Alrawi, a successful audiobook startup and
Pitch@Palace Global 3.0 People’s Choice 2018 Winner.
Furthermore, Bahrain’s Al Waha Fund of Funds, a $100
million fund set up by the Bahrain Development Bank,
has an all-female leadership. 

As for FinTech, in 2018 Bahrain launched FinTech
Bay, the Middle East’s leading FinTech hub. The
Kingdom is rapidly gaining international recognition as
a FinTech leader thanks to forward-thinking regulation
introduced by the Central Bank of Bahrain, including
the region’s first regulatory sandbox and advanced
rules for next generation technologies such as cryp-
tocurrencies and open banking. Just last month, Visa
became the latest financial services company to partner
with FinTech Bay.

The report also recognised Bahrain as a Top 15
Global Ecosystem for affordable talent. Bahrain boasts
one of the most skilled and entrepreneurial workforces
in the region, over 60 percent of which work in the pri-
vate sector. Meanwhile, Amazon Web Services’ AWS
Educate training scheme is providing Bahrainis with the
necessary skills for cloud-based jobs. Interestingly, it’s
estimated that more than 60 percent of computer sci-

ence students at the University of Bahrain in 2018 were
women. Bahrain’s tax regime - the most liberal in the
Gulf - and wage subsidies for new employers emerged
as real differentiators among the key draws highlighted
in the report. The report reflects the views of more than
10,000 founders and draws on data from over one mil-
lion companies. 

2019 Global Startup Ecosystem Report released at TNW conference in Amsterdam

Bahrain tops London and Silicon Valley for 
percentage of female startup founders

Discover new travel
experiences  with 
Turkish Airlines 
this summer 
KUWAIT: Turkish Airlines, Europe’s
best airline, continues to soar upwards
with its many new developments.
Keeping in line with the latest hotspots
and travel trends, travelers from Kuwait
are provided with a wide network of
destinations to choose from, while expe-
riencing the comfort of authentic Turkish
hospitality.

Turkish Airlines presently operates
flights to 49 domestic and 259 interna-
tional destinations across 124 countries.
2019 will see the airline fly into,
Bali/Denpasar, Mexico City, Cancun,
Rovaniemi, Port Harcourt, Luksor,

Pointe-Noire, and Strasburg. Following
the launch of Sharjah and Marrakesh
flights, the airline will also add Usak, Siirt
and Canakkale domestically.

The award winning airlines operates
daily flights from Kuwait to top destina-
tions in Europe such as London, Munich,
Paris, Roma and United States of
America Washington, New York, Los
Angeles. Owing to growing demand,
local travelers are accommodated with
56 flights to Turkey every week and can
also book direct flights to Bodrum, Izmir,
Antalya and Trabzon this season, to
explore more of Turkish history and cul-
tural heritage.

For those packing for their adven-
tures abroad, Turkish Airlines now
brings added convenience and an
enhanced online booking experience to
the table that enables customers to
book their tickets through the use of
their KNET cards.

Huawei brings 
5G CPE Pro 
to Kuwait
KUWAIT: Huawei Consumer Business
Group (CBG) Kuwait brings the Huawei 5G
CPE Pro, the CPE (Customer Premise
Equipment) that provides ultra-high speed
broadband and intelligent Dual-Link fea-
tures to the State of Kuwait. First unveiled
in Kuwait on the 15th of June 2019, the
router is designed to achieve stronger,
“zero-distance” connectivity between
people and connected machines. Powered
by Balong 5000, this router serves as a
breakthrough in 5G deployment and
accessibility for consumer devices world-
wide. Huawei with no doubts provides
technology and builds the advanced 5G
network in Kuwait to improve the con-
sumer network experience.

In delivering a superior experience, the
Huawei 5G CPE Pro utilizes its proprietary
Balong 5000-the world’s first 5G multi-
mode modem chipset. The power of the
chipset enables the router to be the first to
support commercial application of 4G and
5G dual-modes. It is the first to have the
capacity to perform to industry bench-
marks of peak 2.3Gbps@100MHz down-
load speeds-at Sub 6GHz, Balong 5000
can achieve download speeds up to
4.6Gbps@200MHz, and a 4G peak down-
load speed. The dual-mode elements allow

for the device to default to 4G, should the
5G coverage not be strong enough.

To ensure consumer demands are met in
terms of network accessibility and connec-
tivity, the Huawei 5G CPE Pro utilizes fiber-
like up to 1.6Gbps speeds in commercial
network to support ultra-high definition
visual communications and immersive mul-
timedia interactions. Additionally, the
Huawei 5G CPE Pro’s utilizes dedicated
video channel and game accelerator chan-
nel technology, meaning video perform-
ance-even for 8K media, or Computer
Graphic VR game-is never compromised. 

Continuing to set standards in the
mobile space, the Huawei 5G CPE Pro sup-
ports Wi-Fi 6, otherwise known as
802.11ax. The CPE enables next generation
Wi-Fi connectivity and speed and is
designed to perform at uncompromised
speeds in all environments. Additional ben-
efits include higher data rates, increased
capacity and improved efficiency. With this,
the Huawei 5G CPE Pro supports WLAN
download speeds of up to 4.8Gbps, which
is 15 times faster than the 300Mbps of Wi-
Fi 4 (802.11n; 2x2).

Designed to receive better signals, the
Huawei 5G CPE Pro is the world’s first
“small cross-polarized” antenna that effec-
tively minimizes self-interference. Due to its
unique design of two antennae crossing
layout, the standard 10mm anti-interference
distance between the antennas is eliminat-
ed, reducing the size of the structure by 20
percent, and increasing Wi-Fi coverage by
30 percent in both vertical and horizontal
directions. 

As Huawei continues to put reliability
and connectivity at the forefront of its
innovation, Huawei HiLink enables the 5G
CPE Pro to connect to any network with
just one click. Huawei HiLink is a smart
home interconnection platform that offers
interconnection and interworking solutions
between all types of smart devices.
Compatible with WPS, the need for a pass-
word to get Wi-Fi connection is eliminated,
making this solution a user-friendly option.
With Huawei HiLink Wi-Fi, users can easily
build a mesh network with the router and
other HiLink-compatible Huawei APs to
provide Wi-Fi coverage across a large
area. In such a network, devices seamlessly
switch between APs based on their prox-
imity to each of them. Further, the router
supports dual-band 2.4GHz and 5GHz. It
intelligently identifies devices in close
proximity and delivers high-speed connec-

tivity over the 5GHz channel and takes
advantage of the 2.4GHz band’s better
range and penetration to transmit data to
faraway devices. Hint that Huawei
Consumer Business Group (CBG) Kuwait
will be launching the 5G smartphone soon
in State of the Kuwait.

With the massive continuous invest-
ments in R&D for 5G development,
Huawei’s global collaboration expands to
multiple ecosystem partners, international
trade associations, and beyond. Huawei has
partnered with over 20 universities across
the globe since 2009, and is actively work-
ing with organizations including METIS,
ITU, China IMT-2020 and 3GPP. With 13
5G research centers worldwide, Huawei
and its partners actively support a single
standard for 5G to support a vision of
shared innovation and the emergence of a
mature 5G industry. 

Khalid Al-Rumaihi
Dr Ebrahim 

Mohammed Janahi

Infiniti Al-Babtain 
brings summer 
special offers on 
Infiniti vehicles
KUWAIT: Abdulmohsen Abdulaziz Al-Babtain Co (AABC),
the sole authorized dealer of Infiniti vehicles in the State of
Kuwait, invites its customers to indulge in the best deals
and enjoy popular features of Infiniti models ranging from
Q50, QX50 to QX60 during the summer season.

Starting at only KD 9,999, the Q50 is driver centric,
powerfully elegant coupled with a striking performance and
is available with 2.0-liter 208HP turbo-charged engine at
5,500 rpm with 350 Nm peak torque from 1,250 rpm. The
Infiniti Q50 is also available at 3.0 Litre Turbo generating
300 HP. The INFINITI Q50’s fuel efficient engine is
designed to offer enhanced performance while maintaining
high levels of efficiency. The steering wheel is sleeker and
more performance based than ever, ensuring flawless dri-
vability that triggers the senses. The Q50 delivers a confi-
dence-inspiring and personalized experience behind the
wheel, which epitomizes Infiniti’s dedication to developing
innovative driving technologies. The Infiniti Q50’s engine is
designed to offer enhanced performance while maintaining
high levels of efficiency and consists of four grades; Luxe,
Sport, Blue Sport, and Red Sport 400 which comes with

four packages; wood trim, sunroof, sensory and pro-active.
Starting at only KD 12,999, the popular and highly

awarded Infiniti QX60 offers the best of both luxury and
practicality with a combination of family-oriented features
as well as a welcoming, carefully crafted design inside and
out. With a third row of seating, the spacious interior
adjusts to customers’ needs. Standard on all QX60 models
is a breakthrough technology designed especially for active
families - Rear Door Alert. The new Rear Door Alert sys-
tem, first introduced on the 2018 QX60, can help remind
customers of things that may be forgotten in the rear seat,
such as pets, valuables, dry cleaning, groceries and more.
Other available driver assist technologies include: Around
View Monitor with Moving Object Detection; Lane
Departure Warning and Lane Departure Prevention;
Backup Collision Intervention; Blind Spot Intervention; and
Intelligent Cruise Control (Full-Speed Range). Also offered
are the advanced Predictive Forward Collision Warning
system and Forward Emergency Braking with pedestrian
detection.

Recently, two Infiniti models received recognition in the
2019 Vincentric Best Value in America(tm) awards: the 2019
Infiniti Q50 sport sedan was named a winner in the Luxury
Mid-Size Sedan segment, and the 2019 Infiniti QX60 was a
winner in the Luxury Large SUV/Crossover segment for
the third consecutive year.  

Starting at only KD 13,950, The Infiniti QX50 is the
world’s first variable compression ratio engine in a produc-
tion vehicle which was created to fully meet the needs of
today’s premium car buyers and to deliver on their desire to
own the latest masterpiece of technology. The VC-Turbo
engine delivers the strong and convincing performance of a
V6 and the fuel economy of a 4-cylinder engine - trans-

forming on demand and based on the input of the drivers.
Instantly adapting to their needs, the VC-Turbo lets them
harness the exhilarating performance of 268 hp and 380 nm
at 4,400 rpm of torque. Developed on an entirely new plat-
form, the QX50 features the sophisticated and assuring
Infiniti Intelligent All-Wheel Drive. Drive Assist technolo-
gies react instantaneously to critical driving situations, sup-
porting the drivers with a range of empowering ‘co-pilot’
features, and enabling them to always be in total control.
Driver-centric, yet passenger-minded, the QX50 offers a
package of technologies to enhance the driving experience,
while a calm, connected, and relaxing cabin features an
asymmetric layout - designed to meet different needs of the
driver and the passengers. Infiniti Al-Babtain encourages its
customers to discover the advantage of the exclusive deals
by visiting the designated showroom located in Al-Rai. 

German investor 
confidence slips 
as global 
tensions mount
BERLIN:  Confidence among German investors
plunged in June, a closely-watched survey showed
yesterday, amid rising Middle East tensions, a US-
China trade war and a rising possibility of a ‘no-deal’
EU exit for Britain. Expectations for economic per-
formance in Europe’s biggest economy for the coming
months dropped 19 points compared to May to -21.1,
according to the ZEW institute’s regular sounding of
almost 200 analysts and financial players. “The sharp
drop in the ZEW indicator of economic sentiment
coincides with an increased uncertainty regarding the
future development of the global economy,” said ZEW
president Achim Wambach.

“The intensification of the conflict between the USA
and China, the increased risk of a military conflict in
the Middle East and the higher probability of a no-
deal Brexit are all casting a shade on the global eco-
nomic outlook.” Investors’ judgment of the economic
outlook in the eurozone has also fallen off a cliff, drop-
ping by 18.6 points from May to -20.2. —AFP
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Writer Abdullah Abbas Bowair recently organized a special ceremony to celebrate His Highness the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah’s birthday. The ceremony was also held to honor the families of the
martyrs. It was held at the Crowne Plaza hotel. 

Oncost Cash and
Carry re-launches
as Oncost

In an astute rebranding exercise, Oncost Cash and
Carry has re-launched as Oncost, Kuwait’s leading
family grocer, and embarked upon an aggressive

expansion plan that has seen its footprint increase rap-
idly across the country. It was in late November of
2018 that Oncost first announced it was taking over
Gulfmart, the popular supermarket chain that had been
operating in the country since 1999. In one swift move,
the acquisition allowed Oncost to go from owning four
strategically located stores, to becoming one of the
leading retail brands in the country with 21 outlets
spread across Kuwait.

Speaking about the takeover and the company’s
assertive expansion drive, the Chief Executive Officer
at Oncost, Mr Saleh Al-Tunaib, said that with the
takeover of Gulfmart, the total market share of Oncost
in the local food market had gone up to 4 percent. He
added, “Over the next five years, we plan on increasing
the number of branches we own to 35, and look for-
ward to entering new markets such as the Saudi and
the UAE markets through strategic partnerships with
professional retail groups in those countries.” 

In the wake of its acquisition and merger with
Gulfmart and following a major organizational restruc-
turing, each Oncost store is now discernible in one of
three distinctive formats.The first store format, which

comprises of wholesale outlets, emphasizes the value
proposition for volume shoppers. With wholesale out-
lets in, Sulaibiya, Hawally, Fahaheel, Jahra, Abbasiya,
and two in Shuwaikh, this format is helping meet the
needs of large families and small retail businesses that
recognize the value of buying in bulk. 

The second store format includes the supermarkets
that are located in Abassiya, Salwa, Khaitan, Hawally,
Fahaheel, and Farwaniya. The supermarket concept lays
accent on the family shopping experience by providing
a relaxing ambiance and enjoyable retail shopping
environment for the whole family.  

The third Oncost format follows an ‘Express’ con-
cept, which has become one of the most ‘in-demand’
retail store formats that big supermarkets and hyper-
markets are eager to expand into. The Oncost
‘Express Stores’, with 2 located in Salmiya and 1 Abu
Halifa, reflect the friendly neighborhood grocery
store, where housewives can pop down  for any last
minute ingredient missing in their cooking and snacks
for the children. Besides the brick and mortar stores,
Oncost has also had an online presence since 2017.
Customers can place their orders on the website
(oncost.com) and expect delivery to anywhere in
Kuwait within three hours.

In addition, as part of the re-launch and restructur-
ing, Oncost has revamped its popular membership
program and rebranded it as Oncost Family Program
that offers special weekly deals and wholesale family
prices to members. Elaborating on the popular mem-
bership initiative by Oncost, COO Dr Remesh TA said,
“Since we launched our free membership program in
2018, we now have over 80,000 members, to whom
we offer cashback rewards, of up to 4 percent of pur-
chase value, and weekly offers that provide great dis-

counts throughout the year. Furthermore, we have
partnered with leading brands, such as Careem,
Redtag, Twenty4, and Shifa Al-Jazira, to offer more
value to our members.” 

Detailing the genesis of the company and its unique
business model, Al-Tunaib said, “Oncost was estab-
lished in 2010 as Kuwait’s first professional member-
ship based wholesale center. It was a natural develop-
ment that leveraged our strength in owning slaughter
houses and operating Kuwait’s Central Vegetables and
Fruits Market in Sulaibiya. We opened our first branch
in Alforda Market and became the first central market

to provide everything and anything from fresh vegeta-
bles, fruits, meat and fish, to household cleaning and
washing products to customers at wholesale prices all
under one roof.

Emphasizing the distinctive selling strategy and
pricing policy of Oncost that focuses on offering an
efficient assortment of products in a household-cen-
tered retail environment at competitive and wholesale
prices, the CEO said, “We have a good, better and best
pricing strategy that makes our product assortment
accessible and affordable and attractive to all shop-
pers in Kuwait.”

American-style potato salad, thickly dressed with mayonnaise and
sweet pickle relish, is archetypal picnic fare and will always have a
place on summer tables. But we’ve cooked (and eaten) piles of it

over the years, and these days we yearn for something lighter and fresher
to serve with grilled fish, chicken, and even meat.

In our mind, French potato salad is just the ticket. Having little in com-
mon with its American counterpart, French potato salad is served warm
or at room temperature and is composed of sliced potatoes glistening
with olive oil, white wine vinegar, and plenty of fresh herbs. We expected
quick success with this seemingly simple recipe - how hard could it be to
boil a few potatoes and toss them in vinaigrette? We sliced the hot pota-
toes, dressed them while they were still warm (warm potatoes are more
absorbent than cool ones), and then served them up to our tasters.

The salad looked mangled, as the warm potatoes consistently broke
apart upon slicing. We had chosen not to peel the potatoes for the sake
of convenience and beauty, but the potato skins inevitably tore, leaving
unsightly streaks. And the salad didn’t taste much better than it looked.
Despite an assertively seasoned vinaigrette, the potatoes themselves
were uniformly bland. Another irksome point was that it was hard to tell
when the potatoes were done. Unevenly sized potatoes made it difficult
to avoid some over- or undercooked potatoes in the finished dish. This
wasn’t going to be as easy as we thought.

FRENCH POTATO SALAD WITH DIJON
Ingredients 
Servings: 4-6

Start to finish: 30 minutes
2 pounds small red potatoes, unpeeled, sliced 1/4 inch thick (Use small

red potatoes measuring 1 to 2 inches in diameter)
2 tablespoons salt
1 garlic clove, peeled and threaded on skewer

1/4 cup extra-virgin olive oil
1 1/2 tablespoons white wine vinegar or Champagne vinegar
2 teaspoons Dijon mustard
1/2 teaspoon pepper
1 small shallot, minced
1 tablespoon minced fresh chervil (If fresh chervil isn’t available, sub-

stitute an additional 1/2 tablespoon of minced parsley and an additional
1/2 teaspoon of tarragon)

1 tablespoon minced fresh parsley
1 tablespoon minced fresh chives
1 teaspoon minced fresh tarragon

Preparation  
Place potatoes in large saucepan, add water to cover by 1 inch, and

bring to boil over high heat. Add salt, reduce heat to simmer, and cook
until potatoes are tender and paring knife can be slipped in and out of
potatoes with little resistance, about 6 minutes. While potatoes are
cooking, lower skewered garlic into simmering water and blanch for 45
seconds. Run garlic under cold running water, then remove from skewer
and mince.

Reserve 1/4 cup cooking water, then drain potatoes and arrange in
tight single layer in rimmed baking sheet. Whisk oil, minced 7/8garlic,
vinegar, mustard, pepper, and reserved potato cooking water together in
bowl, then drizzle over potatoes. Let potatoes sit until flavors meld, about
10 minutes. (Potatoes can be refrigerated for up to 8 hours; return to
room temperature before serving.)

Transfer potatoes to large bowl. Combine shallot and herbs in small
bowl, then sprinkle over potatoes and gently toss to coat using rubber
spatula. Serve.

Give your mayo-heavy American potato salad a French twist
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WASHINGTON: Ever wondered how dogs
learned to use their “puppy eyes” to bend us to
their will? It turns out our pet pooches have
evolved human-like eyebrow muscles, which let
them make the sad faces that melt our hearts,
according to a new study published on Monday
in the Proceedings of the National Academy of
Sciences (PNAS).

It involved dissecting the cadavers of
domestic dogs and comparing them to those of
wild wolves, our best friends’ ancestors, whom
they branched off from around 33,000 years
ago (don’t worry, no animals were killed for the
research). A separate part of the study saw sci-
entists videotaping two-minute interactions
between dogs and a human stranger, then
repeating the experiment with wolves, to
closely track how much they used a specific
muscle around the eye that produced an inner
eyebrow raise.

The researchers found two muscles around
the eye were routinely present and well formed
in the domestic dogs, but not the wolves, and
only dogs produced high-intensity eyebrow
movements as they gazed at the human. “It
makes the eye look larger, which is similar to
human infants,” Professor Anne Burrows of
Duquesne University in Pittsburgh, who was one

of the co-authors, told AFP. “It triggers a nurtur-
ing response in people.”

Since the muscles were robust in the dogs
but not wolves, “that tells us that that muscle
and its function are selected,” she added. The
current study was led by Juliane Kaminski at the
University of Portsmouth and also included
researchers from Howard University in
Washington and North Carolina State
University. It builds on past work, including a
notable 2015 paper by a group of researchers in
Japan that demonstrated that gaze exchange
between humans and their pet dogs led to a
mutual spike in the so-called love hormone oxy-
tocin, similar to an effect seen between human
mothers and their babies.

But the latest work could explain how dogs
are able to capture our attention in the first
place. The paper also posits two other explana-
tions for what is going on — eyebrow move-
ment may be significant for human-dog bonding
“not just because it might elicit a caring
response, but also because it might play a role
during dog-human communicative interactions.”
Humans tend to pay attention to the upper facial
areas of fellow humans during communication,
and the dogs could be responding to this
dynamic. A final hypothesis is that exaggerated

eyebrow movements expose the white sclera of
the dogs’ eyes, which humans also have and find
appealing in other animals (other primates have
darkened sclera to camouflage their gaze).

Ancient breeds vs toy dogs 
Intriguingly, a Siberian Husky that was dis-

sected did not possess one of the two muscles
that were present in other dog breeds, which
pulls the corner of the eyelid toward the ears.
That may be because Huskies are an ancient
dog breed, and the best living representative of
what the link between dogs and wolves may
have looked like.

Burrows said the main limitation of the
study was the small number of cadavers —
four wild wolves and six domestic dogs — and
that this is a potential avenue for future study.
“We’re also going to drill down into that inter-
esting variation we saw in the Husky,” she said.
“So we would like to take a look at additional
ancient breeds like the Malamute, the Samoyed,
and compare that to the toy companion breeds
like the Chihuahua and the Yorkie.” The work
could also be extended to other animals
humans have maintained close contact with,
including horses, who appear to produce a sim-
ilar movement, and cats. — AFP 

Masters of manipulation: The 
evolution of ‘puppy dog eyes’

NEW YORK: In this file photo taken on September 26, 2017 Whippets gather at
Madison Square Garden to celebrate 125 years of their competition in the Annual
Westminster Kennel Club Dog Show. — AFP 
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CROSSWORD 2235

ACROSS
1. A master's degree in business.
4. Take the initiative and go on the offensive.
11. A girl or young woman who is unmarried.
15. The seventh and last day of the week.
16. Decorate with needlework.
17. English essayist (1775-1834).
18. A legal document codifying the result of

deliberations of a committee or society
or legislative body.

19. Made for formed by carving (`carven' is
archaic or literary).

21. Any of a number of fishes of the family
Carangidae.

23. A soft lightweight muslin used especially
for babies.

25. (informal) Being satisfactory or in satis-
factory condition.

26. A river in north central Switzerland that
runs northeast into the Rhine.

27. Fermented alcoholic beverage similar to
but heavier than beer.

28. To make a mistake or be incorrect.
30. (British) A linear measure of 16.5 feet.
31. West Indian evergreen with medium to

long leaves.
35. The capital of the Democratic Republic

of the Congo on the Congo river oppo-
site Brazzaville.

41. The blood group whose red cells carry
both the A and B antigens.

42. Small terrestrial lizard of warm regions of
the Old World.

46. European cave-dwelling aquatic sala-
mander with permanent external gills.

47. Bristlelike process near the tip of the
antenna of certain flies.

49. The sense organ for hearing and equilib-
rium.

50. A spirit believed to inhabit an object or
preside over a place (especially in
ancient Roman religion).

52. Valuable fiber plant of East Indies now
widespread in cultivation.

54. Goddess of fate.
56. A detailed description of design criteria

for a piece of work.
57. (Babylonian) God of storms and wind.
58. A colorless and odorless inert gas.
60. (Judaism) Sacred chest where the ancient

Hebrews kept the two tablets containing
the Ten Commandments.

61. Someone who bakes commercially.
67. (physics and chemistry) The smallest

component of an element having the
chemical properties of the element.

71. A loose sleeveless outer garment made
from aba cloth.

72. Lacking in reality or substance or gen-
uineness.

74. Small genus of Eurasian aquatic perennial
herbs.

75. A guided missile fired from shipboard
against an airborne target.

76. In disarray.
78. A unit of weight used in east Asia

approximately equal to 1.3 ounces.
79. The 7th letter of the Greek alphabet.
80. Liquorice-flavored seeds or oil used in

cookies or cakes or pickles.
81. Type genus of the Alcidae comprising

solely the razorbill.

DOWN
1. Small shrubby African tree having com-

pound leaves and racemes of small fra-
grant green flowers.

2. An indehiscent fruit derived from a single
ovary having one or many seeds within a
fleshy wall or pericarp.

3. Essential oil or perfume obtained from
flowers.

4. The elementary stages of any subject
(usually plural).

5. A city in southeastern Spain.
6. Small goat antelope with small conical

horns.
7. A coastal area between La Spezia in Italy

and Cannes in France.
8. Any place of complete bliss and delight

and peace.
9. Detected by instinct or inference rather

than by recognized perceptual cues.
10. A soft silver-white or yellowish metallic

element of the alkali metal group.
11. An accidental hole that allows something

(fluid or light etc.) to enter or escape.
12. A white linen liturgical vestment with

sleeves.
13. A cylindrical tower used for storing silage.
14. A branch of the Tai languages.
20. Large fan palms of tropical Asia to

Australia.
22. The form of theological rationalism that

believes in God on the basis of reason
without reference to revelation.

24. A state in northwestern United States on
the Pacific.

29. Date used in reckoning dates before the
supposed year Christ was born.

32. (informal) Of the highest quality.
33. Any of several plants of the genus

Manihot having fleshy roots yielding a
nutritious starch.

34. Away from the mouth or oral region.
36. An Eskimo hut.
37. (Sumerian) Goddess personifying the

primeval sea.
38. A frequently visited place.
39. Someone who works (or provides work-

ers) during a strike.
40. The territory of Athens in ancient Greece.
43. A person who lacks confidence, is irres-

olute and wishy-washy.
44. A small island.
45. Having been read.
48. Thought to be devoid of risk.
51. Bulky grayish-brown eagle with a short

wedge-shaped white tail.
53. Capital and largest city of Indonesia.
55. A very light colorless element that is one

of the six inert gasses.
59. The capital of Morocco.
62. God of love and erotic desire.
63. Type genus of the Rutaceae.
64. Wild sheep of northern Africa.
65. A strong wind moving 45-90 knots.
66. On or toward the lee.
68. An official language of the Republic of

South Africa.
69. An organization of countries formed in

1961 to agree on a common policy for
the sale of petroleum.

70. The arch of bone beneath the eye that
forms the prominence of the cheek.

73. (prefix) Reverse of or absence of.
77. A doctor's degree in religion.
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Yesterday’s Solution

You are focused and determined to take care of business. You will not let
anything, nor anyone stand in your way. You want to get things accomplished and
crave organization. You may feel as though there is a place for everyone and every-
thing in your life and you are determined to make sure they are in it. You have zero tol-
erance for anything or anyone that does not conform to your way of thinking. This
could be a very productive time in your life. You will be able to move mountains if you
maintain this level of organization and determination. Your health becomes an addi-
tional focus for you as you need to be at your best to accomplish all you have set as
goals for yourself. This is a great time and you are making good decisions. 

Aries (March 21-April 19)

STAR TRACK

Whether a surprise is good or bad today depends on how you choose to
look at life. You can always choose to look at things with a positive attitude. Assume
things will turn out in your favor and make them happen. Hard work and determination
have always been two of the great qualities you possess. You are able to make anything
you attempt to do look easy. Others are often envious of your talent. Be sure and keep
your workday stress free today. You can use humor to accomplish this, Taurus. You are
known for that great sense of humor. 

Taurus (April 20-May 20)

It may be time to reorganize and restructure your world. You may find
you have a new attitude and this gives you a new outlook on life. Happiness is what
you seek. A true need to be free from want. You are a hard worker and will find your
efforts are not going unnoticed. This is a time to be more conservative Be sure and
focus on the security of your future. The only person you can depend on taking care
of you is YOU, Cancer. Keep your thoughts, energy, and focus positive and you will
move mountains. This is a great time in your life, enjoy. 

Cancer (June 21-July 22)

Leo (July 23-August 22)

You may find yourself at odds with those around you today. You could
encounter obstacles and other bumps in the road that slow your progress and cause
you to have to sit back and reevaluate your choices and decisions. You may find you
feel you are being deceived or misled by someone who has authority over you. You
may feel as if the actions you are being asked to take in the workplace go against your
values. This is a time to sit back and watch, rather than speak and a time to put deep
thought into your decisions before you act. This may leave you in a disapproving
mood and your day overall could bring a level of frustration that leaves you feeling
defeated. Chin up, Virgo, things will be back to normal soon. 

Virgo (August 23-September 22)

You are a practical person with an abundance of common sense. You are
able to use both of these qualities as assets to make your way to the top in the career
world. You may be feeling a need to change your focus and tighten your circle a bit.
You feel as if you need to spend more of your time and attention on you and yours. At
this point you may have accomplished your goal in the workplace but feel you need to
continue to work on your goal at home. This will be a balancing act to continue to
make sure you thrive in every area of your life. Your communication skills are at all
time high and you are able to relate and interact with ease to all who surround you. 

Libra (September 23-October 22)

You may be experiencing a time of drastic change in your world.
Renovations to your home, buying or selling real estate, or new furnishings may be
something you are dealing with now. You will have to work hard to keep a balance
between change and continuity. Change like this can be shocking and hard to adjust
to. You may find yourself in the middle of a bit of drama. You may find yourself work-
ing hard to resolve conflict. You could be faced with having to handle someone who
has opposing views, and different opinions from yourself. This is a time of decision.
Changes have to be made. Get the facts, Scorpio. Make sure you have all of the facts
before you make any decisions. Actions have consequences and the right decision
needs to be made. 

Scorpio (October 23-November 21)

With a little planning you can turn a forgettable day into unforgettable
moments. Remind yourself today that you have a precious life. You are

fortunate to be alive. Of course, there is some darkness out there. But your unique light
can overcome the dark. Special moments almost always involve other people, so you
can contribute to making someone else’s day memorable.

Sagittarius (November 22-December 21)

Capricorn (December 22-January 19)

What do you want out of life? Now is the perfect time to set your goals.
Now is the time to act and decide. You may have a very narrow window of opportuni-
ty to make some big changes. It seems as if your goals may jeopardize your sense of
security. Weigh the options and act now. Risk can sometimes bring great reward.

Pisces (February 19-March 20)

Today finds you a wizard of words. Through your words you may be able
to bring a group together. You are persuasive and captivating. Poetry and art would
be wonderful outlets for self-expression now. You may feel as you are walking in a
dream. An almost trancelike feeling comes over you. This is a good evening to find an
escape, a good book or staying in and watching a movie would be a great way to
spend your evening. Even if a long bath is the route you choose find a way to have a
relaxing evening. 

Aquarius (January 20- February 18)
If you take a bottle of soda and shake it up, it will inevitably explode!

Your home life seems as if someone has been shaking the bottle. You are on the brink
of a blow up concerning your home and family life. It seems the more you do, the
more others expect. You may find others having expectations of you that are not
humanly possible to achieve. Keep your cool and do only what you can do. Avoid
conflict, as this may be your breaking point. Always remember you can not take back
words after they are spoken, Leo. Bite your tongue. 

This a great period of mental activity for you. Your communication levels
are heightened. It seems as though you have so many ideas to share and you are able
to fascinate everyone with what you have to say. You are smart as a fox and you feel
empowered by the fact others are taking note of this. In general this a time you feel
great and feel as if you are at your intellectual best. You not only feel great about who
you are, you feel wonderful about where you are in life. Things seem to be going your
way. Happiness is a wonderful emotion. Enjoy this time in your life. 

It seems as if those around you have let down their guard. You may find
those close to you truly letting you in and openly sharing more than usual. It seems you
have earned the trust of many. You may be seen as someone trustworthy and caring. At
every turn you feel there is someone seeking your advice or sharing a story. Do not
take on the emotions of others. You are wise and will be able to give great advice, but
be careful to not become too involved in the drama. You may have an opportunity
today to air out your differences with an old friend. Bury the hatchet and be thankful for
a new beginning, Gemini. This friendship could be very beneficial to you in the future. 

Gemini (May 21-June 20)
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A sculpture adorning the restored imperial theatre at the
Fontainebleau palace.

A top view of the restored imperial theatre with the impe-
rial loggia (foreground) at the Fontainebleau palace.

Technicians putting the finishing touches to the restored
imperial theatre.

A lounge within the restored imperial theatre at the
Fontainebleau palace in Fontainebleau.

A bride and groom visitors
posing on the horseshoe-

shaped stair case of the
Fontainebleau palace in
Fontainebleau some 60

kms south-east of Paris.
— AFP  photos

The ceiling of the restored imperial theatre at the
Fontainebleau palace.

The imperial loggia of the restored imperial theatre at the
Fontainebleau palace.

June’s full moon,
known as the

Strawberry Moon, 
rises above the Apollo

Temple in ancient
Corinth, on June 17,

2019. — AFP

An exquisite 19th-century French theatre
outside Paris that fell into disuse for one
and half centuries has been restored with

the help of a 10 million euro donation from oil-
rich Abu Dhabi. The Napoleon III theatre at
Fontainebleau Palace south of Paris was built
between 1853 and 1856 under the reign of the
nephew of emperor Napoleon I. It opened in
1857 but was used only a dozen times, which
has helped preserve its gilded adornments,
before being abandoned in 1870 after the fall of
Napoleon III.

But during a state visit to France in 2007,
Sheikh Khalifa,  ruler of Abu Dhabi and presi-
dent of the United Arab Emirates, was reported-
ly entranced by the abandoned theatre and
offered 10 million euros ($11.2 million) on the
spot for its restoration. After a project that has
lasted 12 years the theatre is now being
reopened. An official inauguration is expected
soon, hosted by French Culture Minister Franck
Riester and attended by UAE Foreign Minister
Abdullah bin Zayed Al-Nahyan.

Now called the Sheikh Khalifa bin Zayed Al-
Nahyan Theatre, it is the latest example of the
close relations between Paris and Abu Dhabi.
The UAE capital already hosts the Louvre Abu
Dhabi, opened by Crown Prince Mohammed bin
Zayed and President Emmanuel Macron in 2017,
the first foreign institution to carry the name of
the great Paris museum. Cooperation is also
strong in diplomacy and the military, with the
French government under fire over the use of
French weapons by the UAE and its main ally
Saudi Arabia in the war in Yemen.

‘It had been forgotten’ 
For all its ornate beauty, the theatre has

hardly ever been used for its original purpose,
hosting only a dozen performances between
1857 and 1868, each attended by around 400
people. “While it had been forgotten, the the-
atre was in an almost perfect state,” said the

head of the Fontainebleau Palace, Jean-
Francois Hebert. “Let us not waste this jewel,
and show this extraordinary place of decora-
tive arts,” he added. According to the palace,
the theatre is “probably the last in Europe to
have kept almost all  its original machinery,
lighting and decor.”

Having such a theatre was the desire of
Napoleon III’s wife Eugenie. But after the
defeat, his capture in the Franco-Prussian war in
1870 and the declaration of France’s Third
Republic, the theatre fell into  virtual oblivion.
Following the renovation, the theatre will mainly
be a place to visit and admire, rather than for
regularly holding concerts. “The aim is not to

give the theatre back to its first vocation” given
its “very fragile structure”, said Hebert.

Short shows and recitals may be performed
in exceptional cases, under the tightest security
measures and fire regulations. But regular guid-
ed tours will allow visitors to discover the site,
including the stage sets. The restoration aimed
to use as little new material as possible, with 80
percent of the original material preserved. The
opulent central chandelier-three meters high
and 2.5 meters wide-has been restored to its
original form.—  AFP
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ono’s son Elijah Hewson admitted that his
father’s connections “opened doors” for his
band Inhaler. The 19-year-old musician happily
accepts that his dad’s illustrious four-decade

spanning career with U2 has allowed him more opportuni-
ties in the music industry, but he insists he feels “pressure”
to succeed on his own as “those doors will shut just as fast
as they open” if your songs are no good. In an interview
with NME, he said: “For me and for us as a band, we’ve
known that there’s going to be doors open. There’s no
doubt about it, but those doors will shut just as fast as
they open if we’re not good. It’s the pressure to step up

our game and not be s***e.”  The ‘My Honest Face’ singer
went on to reveal that although he takes advice from his
legendary frontman dad, Bono’s opinion “doesn’t take
more weight than anyone else’s” and insisted he doesn’t
“think about it too much”.  Elijah said: “I’ll play him a tune
and he’ll go, ‘You know what I think that has something’, or
he’ll go, ‘That’s terrible.’ That’s really handy to have.  “He’s
part of a four-piece too - his opinion doesn’t take more
weight than anyone else’s. Friends and family help you
along the way, but we don’t think about it too much.” It
seems the ‘Beautiful Day’ hitmaker is definitely helping out
his son as last month it was revealed that Bono had man-

aged to get Elijah and his bandmates a slot opening for
Noel Gallagher’s High Flying Birds on their tour this sum-
mer and the former Oasis guitarist was clearly impressed
by Inhaler, who he has described as sounding like “early
U2”. He previously said: “His son’s got something. Eli has
been getting it together for a few years and has gone
through the stages most young people do. He started off a
bit like The Clash, a bit angry. “They’re good. They’re
going to do some gigs with me in the summer. They’re a
bit like [Echo and the] Bunnymen and early U2.”

B

esse Hughes says his new covers album has
helped him cope with the trauma of the
Bataclan attack.  The musician was playing at
the venue in Paris with his band Eagles of

Death Metal when armed terrorists wearing suicide vests
opened fire at their show on November 13, 2015, and killed
89 people and the 46-year-old musician has revealed that
his new record - which was released under his pseudonym
Boots Electric - helped him cope with “every bad feeling
from then”.  Speaking to the Daily Star newspaper’s Wired
column, he said: “This is the playlist that walked me out of
every bad feeling from then. I wanted to put a lot onto
making this album so I could get those feelings out.”
‘Eagles Of Death Metal Presents Boots Electric Performing
The Best Songs We Never Wrote’ will see the star cover
the likes of KISS and AC/DC but the ‘Don’t Speak’ hitmak-
er explained that he took a “chance” on some of the more
unexpected tracks on the record, such as Mary J. Blige’s
2001 hit ‘Family Affair’.  He said: “There are some songs
people told me I couldn’t do. But in taking a chance and
doing them I’ve performed better than I ever have.” The
new LP will also see Jesse perform Guns N’ Roses’ classic
song ‘It’s So Easy’ but despite the ‘I Want You So Hard’
singer covering the track, Jesse revealed that the band’s
frontman Axl Rose sill isn’t his biggest fan after he kicked
Jesse off their joint tour in 2006.  He said: “You want an
someone to hate you, but I still get laid off that dude hat-
ing me. Every Christmas I invite him to do a Christmas
song with me, and I believe he’ll say yes one day. If he
called me to do a duet I would be there in a heartbeat.”

mily Eavis wants the BBC to stop obsessing
over the weather at Glastonbury Festival.  The
co-organizer of the legendary Worthy Farm
event - who is the youngest daughter of the

festival’s founder Michael Eavis - wants broadcasters to
stop focusing on wet weather at the event as she feels
excessive coverage makes the rain seem worse than it is.
In an interview with Radio Times, she said: “The TV pro-
ducers have such power. They can focus on that and make
it look much worse than it is. Do they need to capture the
weather? How much of a talking point does it become?
Sometimes you’d see John Peel totally drenched, with bin
liners over his legs almost looking like, ‘Help, get me out of
here!’ “ Emily, 40, also went on to explain that organizers
have chosen to prevent BBC cameras filming the late night
areas in a bid to give festival goers more privacy.  She
said: “It’s about giving people the choice, so they can see
different stages, not just the Pyramid Stage. So we will
access some of the further corners of the site and some of
the smaller stages. But at the same time, we try to prevent
cameras from being in the late night areas as much as pos-
sible. People don’t want to think their aunt is watching
them there!” Glastonbury will be headlined by The Killers,
The Cure and Stormzy this year and will be joined on the
bill by the likes of Liam Gallagher - who made his solo
debut at the festival on the Other Stage in 2017 - Miley
Cyrus, Johnny Marr, Billie Eilish, George Ezra, Kylie
Minogue and many more.

E

ichard Ashcroft is backing Stormzy to
provide a memorable headline perform-
ance at Glastonbury because he is the
hottest pop star in Britain right now. The

‘Surprised By The Joy’ singer headlined the world
famous festival in 2008 with his band The Verve and
he believes that the timing is perfect for the Grime
rapper to top the bill on the Pyramid Stage on the
Saturday night because he is currently “riding the
wave of popular culture”. Speaking to the Daily Star
newspaper’s Wired column, he said: “I like Stormzy
- there are times when you are riding the wave of
popular culture and you are pop. They know you in
the playground, they would know his name - that’s
how I define it.  “It’s like when I was a kid. We were
all dancing to Madness. We didn’t care where they
fitted in. We just knew there songs were catchy.”
Some critics and commentators had questioned
whether the headline slot had come too soon for
Stormzy as he has only released one album so far,
2017’s number one LP ‘Gang Signs & Prayer’.
However, the 25-year-old musician has vowed to
give an “iconic” performance that will become part
of Glastonbury’s rich history. Stormzy previously
said: “If you think I got booked for Glastonbury
headline to come there and not give you an iconic
headline performance, you’ve gone crazy. “There
were so many doubters being like, ‘Oh he hasn’t got
no number one song’ or, ‘Oh he’s got one album out,
he’s not ready.’ I’m there because I’m a serious
musician.”

lipknot’s Jim Root says it would be
“contrived” to compare their new album
to their second record ‘Iowa’.  The 47-
year-old guitarist believes it is “bad” to

talk about similarities between their forthcoming
sixth studio album ‘We Are Not Your Kind’ and pre-
vious work the band have done, because the heavy
metal outfit were different people in 2001.  He said:
“I would never in a million years compare anything
we’ve done to anything we’ve previously done. “I
don’t believe in it. I think it’s bad, because no matter
... I mean, you could say, ‘Oh, we’re gonna write the
heaviest album of all time,’ or, ‘We’re gonna write an
album that sounds like ‘Iowa’.’  “Even if we set out to
try to do so, it would never compare. We’re not
those people anymore. We’re not that band any-
more.  “That was a place in time; it was a snapshot
of who we were at that time; and to try to recreate
that, I think, would be contrived, and our fans would
see right through it. “And even if it was a great, real-
ly heavy, aggressive, organic record like that, the
comparison wouldn’t match up to it.” Jim’s com-
ments come after Slipknot frontman Corey Taylor
admitted ‘We Are Not Your Kind’ “lyrically has the
force of ‘Iowa’” and said the album “musically has
the heaviness but the experimentation as well”.
While Jim insists he likes to look at all the band’s
new albums as “an evolution”, he accepts the
record-making processes could be compared.  He
added to Kerrang Radio: “I like to look at everything
as an evolution. And if I’d compare anything, it
wouldn’t be the songs themselves; it might be the
process itself. “Now, sonically, it’s [the album is]
gonna be different. That’s another thing - sonically,
you’ll never match something you’ve done before.
It’s hard to chase a vibe and catch a vibe.  “That’s
why I don’t necessarily enjoy it when bands cover
other songs. You’ll never recreate what has been
done, especially if it’s something that’s legendary
and classic.”

ile Rodgers & CHIC will headline the Liverpool
International Music Festival next month. The
legendary musician and his iconic band are set
to performing on July 20 as they bring the

opening night of the festival to a close on the Central
Stage as they are set to play the northern city’s Sefton

Park. Reflecting on his memories of the city, the 66-year-
old star said: “Liverpool has been the site of some of my
greatest moments as an artist from our triumphant con-
certs there, where we are made to feel like we are from
Anfield or the Old Swan to being honoured by Sir Paul
McCartney at LIPA. “We cannot wait to be back to
Merseyside not once, but twice this summer!” This week-
end, Nile will be performing a headline concert at the
Haydock Park Racecourse. When he returns to
Merseyside next month for the LIMF, he joins a stacked
lineup already featuring hip hop legends De La Soul
alongside the likes of Ella Eyre and Kenny Dope, while
there will also be a special 3Beat @ 30 30th Anniversary
live performance featuring SIGMA, along with M-22, Geko
and Anton Powers. Rising stars SG Lewis, NAO, Kara
Marni and Grace Carter are all on the bill, while local acts
LUNA, Raheem and KYAI will get to share the stage with
some huge acts. Yaw Owusu, LIMF’s music curator, previ-
ously said: “Amidst a stellar set of music events in
Liverpool this year, I’m glad that again LIMF is able to do
what it does best as it presents an accessible, inclusive and
musically diverse line up that continues to be a platform
for great performers and performances and truly reflects
what’s happening here in Liverpool. “Seven years in, it
really feels like LIMF is hitting its stride and continually
pushing the agenda. I look forward to seeing many people
from across the city, the country and further afield, come
together to enjoy great music in Sefton Park at LIMF
2019.” ‘Disco Classical featuring Sister Sledge with Kathy
Sledge’ . 

egadeth’s Dave Mustaine has been diagnosed
with throat cancer. The 57-year-old frontman
has revealed that he has recently found out he
has the disease and he is currently undergoing

treatment, which doctors have told him has a “90 per cent
success rate”. Announcing the news on Instagram on
Monday Mustaine wrote: “I’ve been diagnosed with throat
cancer. It’s clearly something to be respected and faced
head on - but I’ve faced obstacles before. I’m working
closely with my doctors, and we’ve mapped out a treat-
ment plan which they feel has a 90% success rate.
Treatment has already begun.” The ‘Sweating Bullets’
rockers have postponed all of their 2019 dates as a result,
but they have vowed that their Megacruise, which takes
place between October 13 and October 18, which sees
them headline with acts including Anthrax, Testament and
Suicidal Tendencies also due to perform, will still go ahead
and they will be there in “some form”. Mustaine - who is
joined by David Ellefson, Kiko Loureiro and Dirk
Verbeuren in the Grammy-winning thrash metal group -
continued: “Unfortunately, this requires that we cancel
most shows this year. The 2019 Megacruise will happen,
and the band will be a part of it in some form. All up to
date information will be at megadeth.com as we get it.
Megadeth will be back on the road ASAP.” The Rock and
Roll Hall of Famers are also still ploughing ahead with
work on their first new record since 2016’s ‘Dystopia’,
whilst Mustaine says he is “thankful” to his fellow band-
mates, team and his doctors for their support at this diffi-
cult time. The ‘Symphony of Destruction’ singer conclud-
ed: “Meanwhile, Kiko, David, Dirk and I are in the studio,
working on the follow up to Dystopia - which I can’t wait
for everyone to hear. “I’m so thankful for my whole team -
family, doctors, band members, trainers, and more.

R
J
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US actor Dwayne Johnson accepts his Generation Award onstage during the 2019 MTV
Movie & TV Awards at the Barker Hangar in Santa Monica. — AFP photos

Brie Miranda Bryant (second left) Senior VP, Unscripted Development and Programming at Lifetime, flanked by Asante McGee (left), Lisa VanAllen
(second right), Lizzette Martinez (right), and Faith Rodgers (third right), accepts the award for Best Documentary for “Surviving R. Kelly” onstage.

The cast of “Love & Hip Hop: Atlanta” accept their award for Reality Royalty onstage.

Noah Centineo accepts the Best Breakthrough Performance
award for ‘To All the Boys I’ve Loved Before’ onstage.

US actor Nick Cannon (left), flanked by DJ D-Wrek, accepts
the award for Best Host for “Wild ‘n Out” onstage.

US actress Elisabeth Moss accepts the award for Best
Performance in a Show for “The Handmaid’s Tale”.

(Center) Brie Larson and stunt doubles (Left) Ingrid Kleinig and Joanna
Bennett accept the Best Fight award for ‘Captain Marvel’ onstage.

US actress Jada Pinkett Smith accepts the Trailblazer Award onstage. US director Anthony Russo accepts the award for Best Movie for
“Avengers: Endgame” onstage.

Dwayne ‘The Rock’ Johnson delivered an inspiring
speech as he picked up the Icon Generation Award
at the MTV Movie & TV Awards, urging people to

be themselves. The 47-year-old wrestler-turned-actor
decided he “wasn’t going to conform to Hollywood” when
he first joined the movie industry after being told to “stop
working out” and to lose weight.  In his acceptance
speech for the prize, he told the crowd: “I thank you, all of
you at home. You are the reason I’m getting this. “I want to
share a really quick lesson with you guys, I’ve learned the
most powerful thing we can be is ourselves. “We are still
that little kid just aspiring to be something better, aspiring
to be important. When I first got to Hollywood, Hollywood
they didn’t know what the hell to do with me.  “I mean I
was half black, half Samoan, six-foot-four, 275-pound pro
wrestler.

“I was told at that time you’ve got to be a certain way,
you’ve got to drop some weight, you’ve got to be some-
body different, you’ve got to stop working out, stop doing
the things that I love, you’ve got to stop calling yourself
‘The Rock.’  “For years I bought into it because you think,
‘Oh, that’s what I’m supposed to do,’ and I was miserable
doing that. I made a choice that I wasn’t going to conform
to Hollywood, Hollywood was going to conform to me.
“When I was 15, I heard a quote and I’ll never forget it, ‘It’s
nice to be important but it’s more important to be nice.’ “
‘Avengers: Endgame’ was the big winner at the ceremony,
taking home three prizes, for Best Movie, Best Villain for
Josh Brolin’s role as Thanos, and Robert Downey Jr. tri-
umphed in the Best Hero category for his part as Tony
Stark/ Iron Man. 

The win comes after fellow Marvel movies ‘Avengers’
and ‘Black Panther’ won the award in 2013 and 2018
respectively.  Other winners at the ceremony, which was
hosted by Zachary Levi at the Barker Hangar in Santa
Monica, California, on Sunday night (17.06.19), included
‘Game of Thrones’, which won Best Show, beating off
competition from the likes of ‘Big Mouth’, ‘Riverdale’,
‘Schitt’s Creek’ and ‘The Haunting of Hill House’. However,
‘Thrones’ stars Emilia Clarke and Maisie Williams missed
out on victories in their respected nominated categories,

Best Performance in a Show and Best Hero.  ‘Surviving R.
Kelly’ - a documentary series in which several women
accused the ‘Ignition’ hitmaker of sexual abuse - won the
Best Documentary award. 

Accepting the accolade, Brie Miranda Bryant, an exec-
utive with Lifetime, told the audience: “Survivors walked
through the fire and then stood again to tell this story.”
Noah Centineo took home two gongs on the night, scoop-
ing the Breakthrough Performance prize for his role as
Peter Kavinsky in Netflix film ‘To All the Boys I’ve Loved
Before’, and he and Lana Condor (Lara Jean) won Best
Kiss for the film.  ‘A Star is Born’ won two awards, with
Lady Gaga taking winning Best Performance in a Movie,
and another for Best Musical Moment.  What’s more, Jada
Pinkett Smith won the annual Trailblazer Award.

Daniel Levy accepts the Best Comedic Performance award for
‘Schitt’s Creek’ onstage.

US actress Sandra Bullock accepts the award for Most
Frightened Performance for “Birdbox”.
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This aerial picture shows the road leading to the visitor centre for the Tham Luang cave, where 12 boys from the “Wild Boars” football team and their coach were
trapped last year, in the Mae Sai district of Chiang Rai province. — AFP photos

A visitor buying a souvenir T-shirt on the road leading to
the Tham Luang cave.

Vendors selling souvenir photos on the road leading to the
Tham Luang cave.

Vendors setting up stalls along the road leading to the
Tham Luang cave.

Vendors selling flowers for merit making on the road lead-
ing to the Tham Luang cave.

Volunteers planting trees near the Tham Luang cave complex.

Visitors taking photos in front of a mural, illustrating the efforts to rescue
the 12 boys from the “Wild Boars” football team and their coach.

Visitors walking up the road leading to the Tham Luang cave, in which 12
boys from the “Wild Boars” football team and their coach were trapped
last year, in the Mae Sai district of Chiang Rai province.

Tourists snap selfies by a bronze statue of the diver
who died trying to save the ‘Wild Boars’ football
team from a flooded cave, while momentos from their

rescue fly off the shelves-scooped up by the 1.3 million
people who have descended on a once serene mountain-
side in northern Thailand. “It’s amazing what happened
here. I followed everything from Australia,” tourist John
McGowan told AFP after taking photos at the visitor cen-
ter around 100 meters from the Tham Luang cave
entrance.

“I wanted to see it with my own eyes,” the 60-year-old
said, adding he was a little disappointed the cave is still off
limits to visitors. For a few dollars tourists can get framed
photos at the site, pick up posters of the footballers and
take home a souvenir t-shirt  — some printed with the
face of Saman Gunan the Thai diver who died in the bid to
save the group. There has been extraordinary global inter-
est in the picturesque rural backwater of Mae Sai since 12
youngsters-aged between 11 and 16 — and their coach
entered the Tham Luang cave on June 23, 2018.

They quickly became trapped by rising water levels
and the daring, unprecedented mission to extract them
through twisting flooded passageways captivated the
world for 18 nail-biting days. When they emerged-after
being heavily sedated and maneuvered out by expert
divers-they did so into the center of a global media frenzy.
The cave, which previously received around 5,000 visitors
a year, has since been inundated by visitors both Thai and
foreign. “A miracle has happened here with these chil-
dren,” Singaporean tourist Cheong, giving one name, said
but adding Tham Luang “must still have a spiritual side”
despite the mass popularity.

Tragedy and luck 
Mae Sai district, where the cave is located, was con-

sidered off the beaten track for foreign visitors.  But
between October 2018 and April this year alone “1.3 mil-

lion people visited,” site manager Kawee Prasomphol
told AFP. The government now has big plans for the area
around the storied cave, Kawee added, allocating a total
of 50 million baht ($1.6 million) including a shopping
complex, restaurants, hotels and several campsites out-
side the national park.

Vans disgorge streams of tourists who explore a visitor
hub where the centerpiece is a mural entitled “The
Heroes”. It depicts the young footballers, stars of the res-
cue, and junta chief Prayut Chan-O-Cha-a reminder of the
governmental fingerprints in aiding their cause. At the
heart of the mural is the beaming face of Saman Gunan,
the Thai Navy SEAL diver who ran out off oxygen
attempting to establish an airline to the children and their
coach-the only fatality across the near three-week rescue
mission. 

Laying white flowers at the foot of his bronze statue,
Thai nurse Sumalee, who travelled four hours to the site,
described him as “the hero of the whole country” in a
sobering reminder of the risks involved in the rescue amid
the blizzard of marketing opportunities now attached to
the cave story.  Nearby lottery ticket vendors are capital-
izing on the perceived good fortune linked to the boys’
survival and the folkloric appeal of a nearby shrine. The
number of stalls has mushroomed from a few dozen to
around 250.  Kraingkrai Kamsuwan, 60, who moved his
stall to the site weeks after the rescue, sells 4,000 tickets a
month ($2.5) but reckons more will visitors will arrive once
the cave reopens.  He told AFP: “People want to gamble
after wishing for luck from the shrine.”— AFP

Visitors posing for photos in front of a statue of Saman Gunan, the Thai diver who died during
the efforts to rescue the 12 boys from the “Wild Boars” football team and their coach.

Visitors exploring the visitor centre for the Tham Luang cave.

Men building a new cafe on the road leading to the Tham
Luang cave.

Visitors walking down
the road away from the

Tham Luang cave.
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Arrival Flights on Wednesday 19/6/2019
Airlines Flt Route Time
FEG 441 Asyut 00:05
IGO 1757 Kochi 00:10
THY 772 Istanbul 00:20
JZR 254 Amman 00:20
DLH 625 Dammam 00:50
KAC 102 London 00:50
JZR 734 Cairo 01:00
JZR 722 Alexandria 01:00
MSR 618 Alexandria 01:35
UAE 853 Dubai 01:40
KLM 446 Bahrain 01:45
PGT 858 Istanbul 01:50
THY 1464 Istanbul 01:50
KKK 1268 stanbul 01:55
JZR 262 Beirut 02:05
ETH 620 Addis Ababa 02:15
QTR 1086 Doha 02:40
KAC 414 Bangkok 02:40
THY 1404 AYT 02:45
PGT 860 Istanbul 02:50
GFA 211 Bahrain 02:50
THY 768 Istanbul 02:55
JZR 502 Lahore 02:55
KAC 156 Istanbul 02:55
ETD 305 Abu Dhabi 03:05
OMA 643 Muscat 03:05
RJA 648 Amman 03:05
MSR 612 Cairo 03:15
KAC 418 Manila 03:20
QTR 1076 Doha 03:30
OHY 352 Istanbul 04:00
IGO 1751 Chennai 04:10
KAC 784 Jeddah 04:25
KAC 796 Madinah 04:25
JZR 404 Hyderabad 04:50
FDB 069 Dubai 05:05
DHX 170 Bahrain 05:05
KAC 382 Delhi 05:15
THY 770 Istanbul 05:20
JZR 402 Mumbai 05:25
KAC 344 Chennai 05:30
UAE 873 Dubai 05:40
KAC 552 Cairo 05:45
JZR 112 Doha 05:50
BAW 157 London 06:10
JZR 708 Luxor 06:15
KAC 284 Dhaka 06:15
JZR 714 Sohag 06:20
KAC 678 Dubai 06:40
RBG 559 Alexandria 06:50
KAC 206 Islamabad 06:50
KAC 302 Mumbai 07:05
IGO 1755 CNN 07:10
KAC 358 Kochi 07:25
FDB 053 Dubai 07:50
QTR 1084 Doha 08:00
KAC 354 Bengaluru 08:00
KAC 332 Trivandrum 08:05
UAE 855 Dubai 08:25
JZR 706 Asyut 08:25
ETD 301 Abu Dhabi 08:50
ABY 125 Sharjah 09:00
OMA 641 Muscat 09:00
GFA 209 Bahrain 09:05
IRA 665 Shiraz 09:15
QTR 1070 Doha 09:20
IGO 1753 Ahmedabad 09:40
FDB 055 Dubai 09:40
KAC 384 Delhi 09:55
IAW 157A Al Najaf 10:00
SYR 341 Damascus 10:00
AXB 889 Mangalore/Bahrain 10:20
GFA 213 Bahrain 10:40
MEA 404 Beirut 10:55
QTR 1074 Doha 11:00
JZR 1736 Cairo 11:05
JZR 114 Doha 11:10
KIS 6032 Mashhad 11:30
JZR 122 Dubai 11:45
JZR 410 Delhi 11:50
TBZ 6605 Mashhad 11:55
IAW 157 Al Najaf 12:00
JZR 252 Amman 12:20
SAW 701 Damascus 12:30
THY 766 Istanbul 12:30
RBG 553 Alexandria 12:30
KAC 614 Bahrain 12:30
UAE 871 Dubai 12:45
MSR 610 Cairo 12:45
CLX 7912 Luxembourg 12:45

RJA 644 Amman 13:20
KAC 774 Riyadh 13:35
FDB 8191 Dubai 13:50
RBG 213 Sohag 13:55
KAC 672 Dubai 14:00
UAE 877 Dubai 14:00
JZR 152 Mashhad 14:05
KNE 231 Riyadh 14:10
SVA 500 Jeddah 14:15
GFA 221 Bahrain 14:15
FDB 059 Dubai 14:20
QTR 1078 Doha 14:25
KAC 286 Dhaka 14:35
KAC 364 Colombo 14:35
KAC 304 Mumbai 14:45
JZR 222 Riyadh 14:45
KAC 540 Sharm el-Sheikh 14:50
KAC 562 Amman 14:50
KAC 618 Doha 14:50
KAC 788 Jeddah 14:55
KAC 512 Mashhad 14:55
KAC 118 New York 15:00
KNE 529 Jeddah 15:05
KAC 412 Bangkok 15:10
ETD 303 Abu Dhabi 15:15
OMA 645 Muscat 15:20
ABY 127 Sharjah 15:35
UAE 857 Dubai 15:45
KAC 546 Cairo 15:50
SVA 504 Madinah 16:00
FEG 341 Sohag 16:00
JZR 732 Cairo 16:10
FDB 051 Dubai 16:10
MSR 575 Sharm el-Sheikh 16:10
QTR 1072 Doha 16:15
KAC 502 Beirut 16:15
SAW 705 Damascus 17:00
JZR 116 Doha 17:05
SVA 510 Riyadh 17:10
OMS 225 Muscat 17:20
GFA 215 Bahrain 17:30
JZR 214 Jeddah 17:35
JZR 124 Dubai 17:40
KAC 158 Istanbul 18:00
JZR 104 Bahrain 18:00
QTR 1080 Doha 18:10
JZR 716 Sohag 18:20
JZR 302 Istanbul 18:20
MSR 620 Cairo 18:30
UAE 875 Dubai 19:05
FDB 063 Dubai 19:05
RJA 640 Amman 19:05
GFA 217 Bahrain 19:05
JZR 306 Istanbul 19:20
ABY 123 Sharjah 19:20
KAC 744 Dammam 19:25
KAC 674 Dubai 19:45
KAC 776 Riyadh 19:45
FDB 057 Dubai 19:50
KNE 381 Taif 20:00
KAC 104 London 20:00
KAC 166 Rome 20:00
OMA 647 Muscat 20:05
DLH 624 Frankfurt 20:10
MEA 402 Beirut 20:15
JZR 126 Dubai 20:20
MSC 401 Alexandria 20:30
RBG 1154 Alexandria 20:30
KAC 620 Doha 20:30
QTR 1088 Doha 20:40
RBG 217 Asyut 20:55
KLM 445 Amsterdam 21:00
KAC 172 Frankfurt 21:00
ETD 307 Abu Dhabi 21:10
KAC 192 Tbilisi 21:10
UAE 859 Dubai 21:15
ALK 229 Colombo 21:15
KAC 168 Paris 21:20
THY 764 Istanbul 21:30
KAC 616 Bahrain 21:40
GFA 219 Bahrain 21:50
KAC 564 Amman 21:55
QTR 1082 Doha 22:05
JAV 621 Amman 22:15
ETD 309 Abu Dhabi 22:15
KAC 786 Jeddah 22:20
AIC 975 Chennai/Goa 22:25
SVA 514 Riyadh 22:25
SVA 502 Jeddah 22:45
JZR 128 Dubai 22:50
MSC 411 Asyut 23:15
MSR 614 Cairo 23:30
FDB 071 Dubai 23:35

Departure Flights on Wednesday 19/6/2019
Airlines Flt Route Time
AIC 988 Hyderabad/Chennai 00:05
JZR 713 Sohag 00:10
MSC 412 Asyut 00:15
JZR 707 Luxor 00:20
MSR 615 Cairo 00:30
FDB 072 Dubai 00:30
FEG 342 Sohag 01:05
IGO 1758 Kochi 01:10
JZR 409 Delhi 01:10
KAC 677 Dubai 01:50
THY 773 Istanbul 01:50
DLH 625 Frankfurt 01:50
KAC 285 Dhaka 02:00
KAC 417 Manila 02:00
KAC 363 Colombo 02:00
JZR 705 Asyut 02:00
JZR 111 Doha 02:10
MSR 619 Alexandria 02:35
THY 765 Istanbul 02:50
PGT 859 Istanbul 02:50
KKK 1269 Istanbul 02:55
ETH 621 Addis Ababa 03:05
KLM 446 Amsterdam 03:10
UAE 854 Dubai 03:30
THY 769 Istanbul 03:50
ETD 306 Abu Dhabi 04:00
OMA 644 Muscat 04:05
QTR 1087 Doha 04:15
MSR 613 Cairo 04:15
JZR 1735 Cairo 04:40
QTR 1077 Doha 05:00
OHY 351 Istanbul 05:00
IGO 1752 Chennai 05:10
KAC 303 Mumbai 05:15
KAC 103 London 05:20
THY 1465 Istanbul 06:00
FDB 070 Dubai 06:00
THY 771 Istanbul 06:30
GFA 212 Bahrain 06:50
RJA 649 Amman 07:00
JZR 251 Amman 07:10
UAE 874 Dubai 07:10
KAC 167 Paris 07:15
JZR 121 Dubai 07:15
RBG 550 Alexandria 07:30
JZR 113 Doha 07:30
KAC 165 Rome 08:00
KAC 171 Frankfurt 08:00
BAW 156 London 08:00
IGO 1756 CNN 08:10
JZR 151 Mashhad 08:15
FDB 054 Dubai 08:35
KAC 545 Cairo 08:50
KAC 501 Beirut 08:50
KAC 539 Sharm el-Sheikh 08:50
KAC 561 Amman 08:55
KAC 613 Bahrain 09:00
KAC 511 Mashhad 09:05
KAC 117 New York 09:05
QTR 1085 Doha 09:10
KAC 671 Dubai 09:15
KAC 787 Jeddah 09:15
KAC 157 Istanbul 09:20
KAC 773 Riyadh 09:40
ABY 126 Sharjah 09:40
JZR 731 Cairo 09:45
UAE 856 Dubai 09:50
ETD 302 Abu Dhabi 09:55
JZR 301 Istanbul 09:55
OMA 642 Muscat 10:00
KAC 101 London 10:05
GFA 210 Bahrain 10:05
IRA 664 Shiraz 10:15
QTR 1071 Doha 10:30
KAC 617 Doha 10:40
FDB 056 Dubai 10:40
IGO 1754 Ahmedabad 10:40
SYR 342 Damascus 11:00
IAW 158A Al Najaf 11:00
AXB 890 Mangalore 11:20
JZR 221 Riyadh 11:20
GFA 214 Bahrain 11:35
JZR 305 Istanbul 11:45
MEA 405 Beirut 11:55
JZR 213 Jeddah 12:05
QTR 1075 Doha 12:10
JZR 715 Sohag 12:10
KIS 6033 Mashhad 12:30
TBZ 6606 Mashhad 12:55
IAW 158 Al Najaf 13:00

RBG 554 Alexandria 13:10
JZR 123 Dubai 13:10
JZR 115 Doha 13:25
SAW 702 Damascus 13:30
MSR 611 Cairo 13:45
THY 767 Istanbul 14:00
UAE 872 Dubai 14:15
RJA 645 Amman 14:15
CLX 7912 Hanoi 14:20
RBG 218 Asyut 14:35
FDB 8192 Dubai 14:50
KAC 673 Dubai 15:00
KAC 191 Tbilisi 15:00
KNE 382 Taif 15:00
GFA 222 Bahrain 15:00
FDB 060 Dubai 15:05
JZR 103 Bahrain 15:05
UAE 878 Dubai 15:30
QTR 1079 Doha 15:30
SVA 501 Jeddah 15:45
JZR 125 Dubai 15:50
KAC 105 London 15:55
KNE 530 Jeddah 15:55
KAC 563 Amman 16:00
JZR 405 Kochi 16:00
KAC 743 Dammam 16:05
KAC 775 Riyadh 16:05
ABY 128 Sharjah 16:15
KAC 785 Jeddah 16:20
ETD 304 Abu Dhabi 16:20
OMA 646 Muscat 16:20
KAC 619 Doha 16:25
FEG 242 Alexandria 16:55
MSR 576 Sharm el-Sheikh 16:55
SVA 505 Madinah 17:00
FDB 052 Dubai 17:10
QTR 1073 Doha 17:25
KAC 361 Colombo 17:35
KAC 155 Istanbul 17:35
KAC 283 Dhaka 17:40
UAE 858 Dubai 17:40
KAC 503 Beirut 17:40
KAC 343 Chennai 17:50
KAC 381 Delhi 17:55
SAW 706 Damascus 18:00
OMS 226 Muscat 18:00
KAC 615 Bahrain 18:10
SVA 511 Riyadh 18:10
JZR 721 Alexandria 18:15
GFA 216 Bahrain 18:20
JZR 127 Dubai 18:20
JZR 403 Hyderabad 18:25
JZR 733 Cairo 18:35
JZR 253 Amman 19:10
JZR 261 Beirut 19:10
QTR 1081 Doha 19:20
MSR 621 Cairo 19:30
FDB 064 Dubai 19:45
GFA 218 Bahrain 19:50
KAC 331 Trivandrum 9:55
ABY 124 Sharjah 20:00
RJA 641 Amman 20:05
KAC 351 Kochi 20:30
FDB 058 Dubai 20:30
JZR 401 Mumbai 20:30
UAE 876 Dubai 20:35
KAC 353 Bengaluru 20:40
KNE 232 Riyadh 20:50
DLH 624 Dammam 20:55
OMA 648 Muscat 21:05
MEA 403 Beirut 21:15
RBG 1155 Alexandria 21:20
KAC 301 Mumbai 21:25
MSC 402 Alexandria 21:30
RBG 214 Sohag 21:35
DHX 171 Bahrain 21:50
QTR 1089 Doha 21:50
KAC 205 Islamabad 21:55
KLM 445 Bahrain 22:10
ETD 308 Abu Dhabi 22:15
ALK 230 Colombo 22:20
THY 1413 Trabzon 22:25
KAC 383 Delhi 22:35
UAE 860 Dubai 22:35
JZR 407 Ahmedabad 22:40
KAC 547 Alexandria 22:45
GFA 220 Bahrain 22:50
KAC 783 Jeddah 22:55
KAC 411 Bangkok 23:00
KAC 551 Cairo 23:00
ETD 310 Abu Dhabi 23:05
JAV 622 Amman 23:15
QTR 1083 Doha 23:20
SVA 515 Riyadh 23:25
SVA 503 Jeddah 23:45
JZR 701 Asyut 23:45

Classifieds
Wednesday, June 19, 2019

Sabah Hospital                                                 24812000

Amiri Hospital                                                  22450005

Maternity Hospital                                         24843100

Mubarak Al-Kabir Hospital                        25312700

Chest Hospital                                               24849400

Farwaniya Hospital                                    24892010

Adan Hospital                                                23940620

Ibn Sina Hospital                                         24840300

Al-Razi Hospital                                            24846000

Physiotherapy Hospital                            24874330/9

Kaizen center 25716707

Rawda 22517733

Adaliya 22517144

Khaldiya 24848075

Kaifan 24849807

Shamiya 24848913

Shuwaikh 24814507

Abdullah Salem 22549134

Nuzha 22526804

Industrial Shuwaikh 24814764

Qadsiya 22515088

Dasmah 22532265

Bneid Al-Gar 22531908

Shaab 22518752

Qibla 22459381

Ayoun Al-Qibla 22451082

Mirqab 22456536

Sharq 22465401

Salmiya 25746401

Airlines
Kuwait Airways                                                            171
Jazeera Airways                                                               177
Wataniya Airways                                                       22 066 536
Turkish Airlines                                                           1884918
American Airlines                                                      22087425 
                                                                                           22087426
Jet Airways                                                                    22924455
FlyDubai                                                                         22414400
Qatar Airways                                                              22423888
KLM                                                                                  22425747
Royal Jordanian                                                          
22418064/5/6
British Airways                                                             22425635
Air France                                                                       22430224
Emirates                                                                         22921555
Air India                                                                          22456700
Air India EXPRESS                                                 22438185/4  
Sri Lanka Airlines                                                        22424444

CHANGE OF NAME MATRIMONIAL

I, RAPHAEL JASON, holder of
Indian Passport No. M6102415,
Hawally, Block-6, Building-2601,
Flat Number-10 residing in
Kuwait at present, hereby declare
the name change as Surname
Rajan Babu (RAJAN BABU) and
given name Raphael Jason
(RAPHAEL JASON). (C 5551)
19-6-2019

I, Sayed Ahmed Taher, Indian citi-
zen, holder of Passport No.
M4635260, residing in Kuwait,
Salawa, Block-5, Street-7, hereby
declare the name change as
Surname Sayed and given name
Ahmed Taher. (C 5553)
18-6-2019

Marriage proposal for a
Christian/Born Again girl settled
in USA. Proposal invited for an
Orthodox/Born Again Keralite
girl, born and raised in Kuwait, 35
years of age, 164cm height, med-
ical graduate and currently in
family business. We invite
alliance from professionally qual-
ified, God-fearing Christian bach-
elors willing to relocate to USA. If
interested kindly contact email:
jobema33@yahoo.com. (C 5552)
17-6-2019 
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says was removed by Iranians on a patrol boat. “Iran
is responsible for the attack based on video evidence
and the resources and proficiency needed to quickly
remove the unexploded limpet mine,” the Pentagon said
in a statement accompanying the imagery. 

The US released a grainy black and white video last
week it said showed the Iranians removing the mine,
but has not provided an explanation for why they
allegedly did so while the US military was in the area.
The images released Monday show the site where the
unexploded mine was allegedly attached, the Iranians
on a patrol boat who are said to have removed it, and
damage from another device that did explode.

Saudi Arabia’s cabinet urged world powers yester-
day for firm measures to secure shipping lanes across
the region, state media reported. The cabinet called for
“decisive action to ensure the safety of navigation in
the waterways of the region... in the face of threats to
energy markets and the dangers to the global econo-
my,” the official Saudi Press Agency said.

In an interview with Time magazine, Trump, striking
a different tone from some Republican lawmakers who
have urged a military approach to Iran, said last week’s
tanker attacks in the Gulf of Oman had had only a “very
minor” impact so far. Asked if he would consider mili-
tary action to prevent Iran from obtaining nuclear
weapons or to ensure the free flow of oil through the
Gulf, Trump said: “I would certainly go over nuclear
weapons, and I would keep the other a question mark.”

In Moscow, President Vladimir Putin’s spokesman
Dmitry Peskov urged all sides “to show restraint”. “We

would prefer not to see any steps that could introduce
additional tensions in the already unstable region,” he
told journalists. And China’s Foreign Minister Wang Yi
warned all sides “not to take any actions to provoke the
escalation of tension in the region, and not to open a
Pandora’s box”. He urged Washington to “change its
practice of extreme pressure” but also called on Tehran
not to abandon the nuclear agreement “so easily.” 

Iran’s atomic energy organization spokesman Behrouz
Kamalvandi said Monday that the country would soon
pass the amount of enriched uranium allowed under the
nuclear deal. “The countdown to pass the 300 kilograms
reserve of enriched uranium has started and in 10 days’
time... we will pass this limit,” Kamalvandi said. The move
“will be reversed once other parties live up to their com-
mitments,” he added. US State Department spokes-
woman Morgan Ortagus responded that the world
“should not yield to nuclear extortion.”

President Hassan Rouhani announced on May 8 that
Iran would stop observing restrictions on its stocks of
enriched uranium and heavy water agreed under the
deal, in retaliation for the unilateral US withdrawal. He
said the ultimatum was intended to “save the (deal), not
destroy it.” Yesterday, he reiterated in a speech that
Tehran was committed to the nuclear deal and said
there was “no one in the world that does not praise
Iran”. “Iran has been loyal to its signature, Iran has been
loyal to international agreements,” he added.

Tehran has warned it will further scaling down nuclear
commitments by July 8 unless remaining partners to the
deal - Britain, China, France, Germany and Russia - help
it circumvent US sanctions and sell its oil. European
leaders have urged Iran to stick to the deal, with French
President Emmanuel Macron urging it “to behave in a
way that is patient and responsible”. Under the agree-
ment, Iran pledged to reduce its nuclear capacities for
several years and allow international inspectors inside
the country to monitor its activities in return for relief
from international sanctions. — Agencies  

US piles pressure on
Tehran with new...

Continued from Page 1

The graveyard is in the same suburb as the largest mas-
sacre in Egypt’s modern history, the Aug 2013 crackdown
on Islamist sit-ins at two Cairo squares, weeks after Morsi’s
ouster by the military. Over 800 people were killed in a
single day as security forces moved against protesters
demanding Morsi’s reinstatement.

Morsi was laid to rest next to other leaders of the
Brotherhood, his son Abdullah Mohamed Mursi told
Reuters. “We washed his noble body at Tora prison hospi-
tal, read prayers for him at the prison hospital,” another
son, Ahmed Mursi, wrote on Facebook. Witnesses in
Morsi’s home province of Sharqiya said hundreds of resi-
dents in the village where he was born had performed
prayers for Morsi amid tight security yesterday, and after-
wards chanted “Down with military rule!” A number of
residents were detained, a security source said.

Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan yesterday
attended an Istanbul prayer service for Morsi. Erdogan, a
key supporter of Morsi, joined the afternoon prayers at the
historic Fatih mosque, an AFP photographer reported. He
called the Islamist leader, who died on Monday, a “martyr”.
Turkey’s relations with Cairo deteriorated after the
Egyptian military, then led by Abdel Fattah Al-Sisi, ousted
Morsi in 2013. Sisi then became president.

Erdogan has strongly condemned Morsi’s ouster,
describing it as a “coup”. Yesterday, he denounced the
Egyptian authorities for burying him discreetly with only
a small number of family members and confidants present.
“They are so cowardly that they could not even deliver his
body to his family,” Erdogan said. Earlier, thousands
joined in prayer in the Istanbul mosque for Morsi.

The attorney general’s office said Morsi, who
appeared “animated”, had addressed the court Monday
for five minutes before falling to the ground inside the
defendants’ glass cage. Another of Morsi’s lawyers,
Osama El Helw, said other defendants had started bang-
ing on the glass, “screaming loudly that Morsi had died”.
The attorney general said Morsi had been “transported
immediately to the hospital”, where medics pronounced
him dead - a version of events backed up by a judicial
source. Since Morsi’s overthrow on July 3, 2013, his for-
mer defense minister, now President Abdel Fattah al-Sisi,
has waged an ongoing crackdown that has seen thou-
sands of Muslim Brotherhood supporters jailed and hun-
dreds facing death sentences. 

The United Nations human rights office called yester-
day for an independent probe into Morsi’s death while in
state custody. “Any sudden death in custody must be fol-
lowed by a prompt, impartial, thorough and transparent
investigation carried out by an independent body to clar-
ify the cause of death,” said Rupert Colville, spokesman
for the United Nations High Commissioner for Human

Rights. He said Morsi “also appears to have been held in
prolonged solitary confinement”, and that the investiga-
tion must “encompass all aspects of the authorities’ treat-
ment of Mr. Morsi to examine whether the conditions of
his detention had an impact on his death”.

The Brotherhood’s political wing - the Freedom and
Justice Party - accused Egyptian authorities of “deliber-
ately killing him slowly” in solitary confinement. “They
withheld medication,” it said in a statement. “They did not
grant him the most basic human rights.” The Egyptian
government has not officially commented on his death.
Morsi’s death was barely mentioned in local press, which
referred to him by his full name but not his position as
former president. Morsi last saw his family in Sept 2018. A
month later, one of his sons, Abdullah, was arrested. Abdel
Maksoud was the last member of his defense team to see
him, in November 2017.

Rights group Amnesty International also urged
Egyptian authorities to open “an impartial, thorough and
transparent investigation” into his death, while Human
Rights Watch said Morsi had suffered years of “insuffi-
cient access to medical care”. A group of British parlia-
mentarians in March 2018 warned that his detention con-
ditions, particularly inadequate treatment for his diabetes
and liver disease, could trigger his “premature death”.
“Sadly, we have been proved right,” said Crispin Blunt, the
MP who chaired the committee, in a statement yesterday.

Allies such as Qatar and Turkey, widely seen as
backing the Muslim Brotherhood, paid tribute to Morsi,
as well as the Syrian opposition which he supported
against President Bashar Al-Assad. Leftist former presi-
dential candidate Hamdeen Sabbahi said he had heard
of Morsi’s death “with great sadness and deep sorrow”.
Amr Darrag, minister of planning and international
cooperation under Morsi, called for an “independent
and transparent international investigation” into his
death. “The Egyptian people will not let this crime pass
lightly,” he said. 

Tawakkol Karman, joint recipient of the Nobel Peace
Prize for her advocacy of women’s rights and democracy
in Yemen, said: “I mourn, for myself and all the free peo-
ple of the world, the death of a great striver on the path
of freedom.” But ordinary Egyptians were sharply divid-
ed; Brotherhood supporters accused opponents of
“gloating” over Morsi’s death. In his homeland, Morsi has
a chequered legacy. He spent a turbulent year in office
before being toppled by the military following millions-
strong protests demanding his resignation.

He has been in prison since his ouster, facing trial on
charges including spying for Iran, Qatar and militant
groups such as Hamas. Morsi was sentenced to death in
May 2015 for his role in jailbreaks during the uprising
four years earlier that ousted longtime president Hosni
Mubarak. He appealed and was being retried. His death
comes days before Egypt hosts the Africa Cup of
Nations football tournament, starting Friday. An official
from the Confederation of African Football said the
security situation had not been affected by Morsi’s
death, and that the tournament would go ahead as
planned. —  Agencies 

Morsi buried in
Cairo; thousands...
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that includes allowing them to exchange value,” Calibra
vice president of operations Tomer Barel told AFP. “Many
people who use Facebook are in countries where there are
barriers to banking or credit.” Calibra is being built into
Facebook’s Messenger and WhatsApp with a goal of let-
ting users send Libra as easily as they might fire off a text
message.

Libra learned from the many other cryptocurrencies
that have preceded it such as bitcoin and is designed to
avoid the roller-coaster valuations that have attracted
speculation and caused ruin. Real-world currency used to
buy Libra will go into a reserve backing the digital money,
the value of which will mirror stable currencies such as the
US dollar and the euro, according to its creators. “It is
backed by a reserve of assets that ensures utility and low
volatility,” Tomer said.

For the digital currency to operate on a global scale,
Libra is relying on a platform of blockchain technology
that uses about 100 trusted computer “nodes” to validate
and register transactions. The Libra Association will be the
only entity able to “mint or burn” the digital currency,
maintaining supply in tune with demand and assets in
reserve, according to Barel. “It is not about trusting
Facebook, it is effectively trust in the association’s found-
ing organizations that this is independent and democratic,”
Disparte said.

French Finance Minister Bruno Le Maire said in a radio
interview he had no problem with Facebook’s launch but
warned that it should not be considered a replacement for
“sovereign” currencies. Le Maire also said he would like to

see “guarantees” that Libra “won’t be used to finance ter-
rorism or illicit activities”.

The launch comes with Facebook seeking to move past
a series of lapses on privacy and data protection which
have tarnished its image and sparked scrutiny from regula-
tors around the world. Chief executive Mark Zuckerberg
has promised a new direction for Facebook built around
smaller groups, private messaging and payments. The new
Calibra digital wallet promises to eventually give Facebook
opportunities to build financial services into its offerings,
offer to expand its own commerce and let more small busi-
nesses buy ads at the social network. “We certainly see
long-term value for Facebook,” Barel said.

Facebook said it will not make any money through
Libra or Calibra but that it is seeking to “drive adoption
and scale” before exploring ways to monetize the new
system. Financial information at Calibra will be kept strict-
ly separate from social data at Facebook and won’t be
used to target ads, Calibra vice president of product Kevin
Weil told AFP. Libra will be a regulated currency, subject
to local laws in markets regarding fraud, guarding against
money laundering and more, according to Weil.

According to Facebook and its partners, local curren-
cies and Libra may be swapped at currency exchange
houses or other businesses. And the ubiquity of smart-
phones means digital wallets for Libra could make bank-
ing and credit card services and e-commerce available in
places where they don’t now exist. Analyst and cryp-
tocurrency investor Lou Kerner said Facebook’s move
has the potential to open the door for cryptocurrency to
a wider public.

Kerner wrote in a recent blog post that cryptocurren-
cies are essentially loyalty points and that a broad use of
such digital money could be “a revolutionary tool” to
expand the use of these kinds of digital “tokens”.
“Facebook can create the world’s first scaled token econo-
my, and we can all learn from their experience,” Kerner
said. “That’s why I think the Facebook coin could be a
watershed moment in crypto.”— AFP 

Facebook takes 
on crypto world...

GAZA/JERUSALEM: A Qatari technical delegation
held talks in Israel and the Gaza Strip this week about
helping pay for a proposed new power line between
them, officials on both sides said yesterday, marking a
potential expansion of Doha’s aid efforts for
Palestinians. Qatar has in recent years funnelled hun-
dreds of millions of dollars into relief projects in
Hamas-controlled Gaza, which it views as helping stave
off privation and fighting with Israel.

The intervention is approved by Israel but has gone
largely unacknowledged by rightist Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu, who, along with US-allied Arab
leaders, has cold-shouldered Doha for its ties to Iran and
Islamist groups like Hamas. Spearheading the Qatari drive
has been envoy Mohammed Al-Emadi, who Palestinian
officials said this week brought $10 million to Gaza, via
Israel, to disburse to the poor. It was the third such Qatari
cash infusion in three months, said the officials, who
requested anonymity. But this time Al-Emadi was accom-
panied by Qatari electricity and water experts.

They met with the Israel Electric Corporation in Tel
Aviv on Sunday, and in Gaza with energy officials on
Monday, to discuss a Qatari offer to pay for the com-
pletion of a new Gaza electricity line, Israeli and

Palestinian officials said. Qatar had no immediate com-
ment. Emadi has previously spoken of Doha’s willing-
ness to take part in the project, whose cost he put at
around $60 million. The new line - known as Line 161 -
would provide 100 megawatts to Gaza, which currently
gets a total of 120 megawatts from Israel, short of the
500 megawatts to 600 megawatts that Palestinians say
the blockaded enclave needs.

Beside averting some of Gaza’s chronic blackouts, an
improved electricity supply would also help power
sewage pumps and prevent water contamination plagu-
ing 2 million Palestinians. “It will make a difference,”
said a Palestinian official. “Maybe we will not have elec-
tricity 24/7, but people may begin to feel there isn’t a
power crisis anymore.”

An Israeli official said, however, that Line 161 would
take around three years to complete and that it was not
clear if or when the caretaker Netanyahu government
might approve it. The prime minister’s office had no
immediate comment. Netanyahu is running for reelec-
tion in September having failed to put together a new
conservative coalition after coming ahead in an April
ballot - partly due to far-right accusations that he has
not been tough enough on Hamas. —  Reuters

Qatar sends technical experts to 
Israel, eyes new Gaza power line

GAZA: Palestinian fishermen unload fresh fish at the Mediterranean seaport of Gaza City yesterday.  — AFP 

DAMASCUS: The Syrian government will distribute
free chickens and feed to farmers to support rural
areas ravaged by years of conflict, an agriculture
ministry official told AFP yesterday. A cabinet state-
ment said 1 billion Syrian pounds ($2.3 million) has
been allocated to the initiative, which aims to provide
15 egg-laying chickens and 50 kg of feed to each
family. The objective is to “promote poultry farming
and financially empower rural families”, it said.

Beneficiaries include farm-owners in conflict-hit
parts of the country, said Mohammad Muhyideen,
head of the government’s agricultural office in
Eastern Ghouta near the capital. He said both the
chicken and the feed will be locally sourced. The
plan is part of a wider effort by the agriculture min-
istry to empower farmers and help them rehabilitate
their plots, he said. Damascus will also assist farmers
by supplying them with seeds, medicine and vac-
cines for their livestock, as well as new irrigation
networks, he added.

Before the start of the war, the agricultural sector
in Syria made up 19 per cent of Gross Domestic
Product, the second largest contributor to GDP
after government services, according to the UN’s
Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO). It also
employed more than 25 percent of the economically
active population of rural areas, it said. Livestock
production played a vital role within the sector, gen-
erating approximately $450 million per year in
exports, according to the FAO.

But the number of agricultural workers in Syria
has been halved since the start of the conflict in
2011, according to a 2019 report by the Syrian
Center for Policy Research. Farmland, crops and
agricultural infrastructure, were severely damaged
nationwide as a result of the conflict, causing total
output to plummet, it said. After successive Russia-
backed victories against rebels and jihadists since
2015, President Bashar Al-Assad’s regime today
controls some 60 percent of the country.

But Syrians in these areas are struggling to get
by in an economy ravaged by war. According to the
World Food Program, 6.5 million people in Syria
are “food insecure”, or do not know where their
next meal is coming from. This year Syria is antici-
pating an ample crop yield after abundant rain, fol-
lowing a wheat harvest last year that was the worst
since 1989.  — AFP 

Free chickens 
for struggling 
Syrian farmers 

UNITED NATIONS: The world population is expect-
ed to climb to 9.7 billion in 2050 from 7.7 billion today,
with the population of sub-Saharan Africa doubling, a
United Nations report released Monday said. The pop-
ulation could then grow to 11 billion by 2100, according
to the United Nations Department of Economic and
Social Affairs’ “World Population Prospects” report. The
study paints a picture of a future in which a handful of
countries see their populaces surge as life expectancy
lengthens while the global growth rate slows amid declin-
ing fertility rates.

By 2050, more than half of the world’s population
growth will be concentrated in just nine countries: India,
Nigeria, Pakistan, the Democratic Republic of Congo,

Ethiopia, Tanzania, Indonesia, Egypt and the United States.
Meanwhile the world’s most-populous country China will
see its population drop by 2.2 percent, or around 31.4 mil-
lion, between 2019 and 2050.

All told, 27 countries or territories have experienced a
reduction of at least one percent in the size of their popu-
lations since 2010 due to low levels of fertility. The report
also says deaths are outpacing new births in Belarus,
Estonia, Germany, Hungary, Italy, Japan, Russia, Serbia and
Ukraine, but that population loss will be offset by an inflow
of migrants. The overall global fertility rate, which declined
from 3.2 births per-woman in 1990 to 2.5 in 2019, is
expected to fall further to 2.2 in 2050.

That’s close to the minimum of 2.1 births needed to
ensure the replacement of generations and avoid long-term
population decline in the absence of migration, according to
the United Nations. The report also projects growing life
expectancy generally, including in poor countries where it is
now seven years less than the global average. Global aver-
age life expectancy should reach 77.1 years in 2050 against
72.6 years currently, the report says. In 1990, the average
life expectancy was 64.2 years.  — AFP 

UN: Population 
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Shooting at rally mars Raptors 
celebration of NBA crown
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It has been a great ride. I can’t imagine a better ending to it: Gasol

WELLINGTON: All Blacks fullback Ben Smith could
be rushed back into the Otago Highlanders side for
Friday’s quarter-final against the Canterbury
Crusaders as Aaron Mauger’s side prepare for Super
Rugby’s ‘Mission Impossible’.

Smith trained last week but was a late withdrawal
ahead of their 49-12 demolition of the New South
Wales Waratahs in Ivercargill last Friday as the
Highlanders took a safety-first approach to their co-
captain’s return from a serious hamstring injury.

Beating the double defending champions Crusaders
at Rugby League Park, where the hosts are undefeat-
ed in 28 successive matches, will require all hands on
deck, however, and Smith’s leadership could be vital
for the Highlanders’ hopes of causing an upset.

“Bender’s (Smith) better than he was last week and
he was very close last week so we’re hoping he’ll be
available,” assistant coach Mark Hammett told local
media on Tuesday. With a total of six wins from the
regular season, and one from their past four games,
the Highlanders have no business being in the playoffs
for some critics but they hit form at the right time
against the Waratahs.

The rampaging display of flanker Liam Squire was
particularly encouraging, and a reminder of what the
Highlanders have missed during the injury-prone
blindside’s long absences through the season. It will
nonetheless take something special to topple Scott
Robertson’s Crusaders, who hammered the
Highlanders 43-17 in Christchurch in their last meeting
in April and have never lost a playoff at home in the
history of the competition.

Hammett said the Highlanders did not regard them-
selves underdogs, however, and would be eager to take
the game to the nine-times champions. “We’re not feel-
ing like (underdogs),” he said. “Of course we respect
them. They’ve deserved their position but we really
want to express how we play and what we do. “We
know that they are a good team, but we also know that
when we put things together we’re a good team as
well.” The winner of Friday’s match will next meet either
the Wellington Hurricanes or the Bulls. — Reuters

Highlanders bullish 
on Smith return for 
Crusaders clash

TORONTO: A giant parade to celebrate the Toronto
Raptors winning their first NBA title was marred
Monday by a shooting behind the downtown stage at
Nathan Phillips Square-which left two people badly
injured and sent revelers fleeing in panic.

A crowd estimated at more than one million people
gathered across downtown Toronto for a parade in
tribute of the team, but the victory rally at the jam-
packed square was briefly halted by gunshots. Toronto
police tweeted that two victims had serious but not
life-threatening injuries, two people were in custody as
a result of the incident and two firearms had been
recovered.

Footage shared on social media showed dozens of
people scattering from the area behind the stage. But
with a crowd of 65,000 packing the square, the cele-
bration went on with only a delay of about two minutes,
with Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau joining
the team on stage to celebrate the Raptors’ success.

“Raptors fans, every day you showed what Canada
is made of, people who believe,” Trudeau told the rally.
People had begun camping out overnight to fill the
square, so many that police told people to avoid the
area. Subway stations were closed to limit access.

In a super-sized version of the crowds that packed
“Jurassic Park” outside the team’s arena to watch game
telecasts, supporters filled the square after more than
two hours of delays because spectators spilled onto the
parade route to witness players ride by on open-
topped buses.

“You think the parade is going to be amazing and
you can’t even picture this,” Raptors coach Nick Nurse
said. “It’s pretty cool.” The Raptors beat defending
champion Golden State 114-110 on Thursday in
California to capture the best-of-seven NBA Finals four
games to two.

“It’s amazing,” Raptors star Kawhi Leonard said.

“Everybody is out. I don’t think anybody went to work
today. Everybody got the day off. Look at it. It’s crazy.
“Thank you Canada for the support. We did it.”

NBA Finals Most Valuable Player Leonard said the
team has been celebrating ever since they ran off the
court in Oakland. “The last few days have been amaz-
ing,” Leonard said. “No sleep. A lot of celebrating. And
we’re going to keep going.”

Players wore T-shirts, sunglasses and held cigars and
champagne as they watched people line Lake Shore
Boulevard and York Street. “This is why we wanted to
win a championship,” Raptors guard Kyle Lowry said.
“This is unbelievable. And we ain’t even close to being
done.” Raptors superfan rapper Drake called it, “One of
the most important moments I’ve ever been on stage.”
In the ceremony, a roadway near the arena was
renamed “Raptors Way” and Leonard accepted the key
to the city on behalf of the team to chants of “M-V-P.”

“This thing is so special because of you guys,”
Nurse told the crowd-moments before the shooting
briefly halted festivities. The last time Toronto celebrat-
ed a major North American sports title was in 1993
when the Toronto Blue Jays won baseball’s World
Series. Canada, a country of 37 million, had 20 million
people watching the telecast of game six. Fans enjoyed
their moment with players on Monday, with chants of
“Let’s Go Raptors” popping up along the route, players
at times spraying supporters with champagne.

“I didn’t think there were this many people,” Raptors
swingman Danny Green said. “It’s amazing. This is our
way of trying to give back to them. It’s special.”
Toronto Mayor John Tory declared Monday “We The
North” Day in Toronto, using the team’s slogan.

Spanish centre Marc Gasol looked out over the sea
of humanity and marvelled at the scene. “How much joy
you see on people’s faces,” Gasol said. “It has been a
great ride. I can’t imagine a better ending to it.”

Crowds were so huge on University Avenue they
filled the street and blocked the path of the parade for
more than half an hour. “This is crazy man. I don’t know
what else to say. It’s crazy,” said Cameroonian forward
Pascal Siakam. “It’s an amazing moment.”

Inflatable Raptors balloons and giant signs were
waved above the massive crowd. “There’s so much
energy, so much buzz,” said Raptors reserve Jeremy

Lin. “We’re definitely very grateful for our fans. This is
definitely a once in a lifetime opportunity to enjoy this
with our fans.” It was the first title of Lin’s nine-year
career, the first US player of Chinese or Taiwanese her-
itage to play in the NBA. Lin wore a purple Raptors jer-
sey with a team logo and Chinese characters. “It has
been an incredible journey,” Lin said. “And I’ve had a
lot of fun along the way.” —AFP

TORONTO:  Kyle Lowry #7 and Kawhi Leonard #2 of the Toronto Raptors are photographed with the
Championship Trophies on the team bus during the Toronto Raptors Championship Victory Parade in
Toronto, Ontario.  —AFP

PARIS: Experienced pair Mathieu Bastareaud and Morgan
Parra missed out on France’s 31-man World Cup squad, head
coach Jacques Brunel announced yesterday. Scrum-half
Parra, 30, featured at both the 2011 and 2015 World Cups,
but has been suffering from an ankle injury sustained while
playing for club side Clermont last month.

“If he wasn’t injured he would have forced us to make a
decision about him. Machenaud was in pole position last
year but then was injured,” Brunel said. “Machenaud came
back in December under exceptional circumstances, it was
too soon for him at the Six Nations but he rediscovered his
qualities,” the 65-year-old added. Centre Bastareaud, also
30, has captained Les Bleus in the absence of regular skip-
per Guilhem Guirado in recent seasons, and was also a mem-
ber of the France team that were hammered by New Zealand
in the quarter-finals of the 2015 World Cup. 

“He is in a position full of competition with players in
form. I’m thinking of Sofiane Guitoune who has been very
good,” Brunel said. “I wasn’t sure if Guitoune could keep up
his form during the whole season but he did,” he added.

Bastareaud’s omission comes hot on the heels of him
signing a loan deal for next season with Major League
Rugby side Rugby United New York, in the United States.
There is also no space for fleet-footed Racing 92 winger
Teddy Thomas nor for La Rochelle’s giant prop Uini Atonio.
Uncapped front rowers Peato Mauvaka and Emerick Setiano
as well as Fijian-born winger Alivereti Raka are included in
the squad for the first time. Seven members of Toulouse’s
Top 14-winning side are named including centre Guitoune
whose last cap came during the 2015 tournament. Brunel
also announced a six-man reserve list as back-up in case of
injuries which includes flanker Francois Cros, who is yet to
feature on the international stage. Les Bleus start their cam-

paign against Argentina on September 21 before facing the
USA, Tonga and then England in what promises to be a
tough Pool C.

France’s 31-man Rugby World Cup squad which takes
place in Japan between September 20-November 2: 

Forwards (17): Gregory Alldritt, Demba Bamba, Yacouba
Camara, Camille Chat, Paul Gabrillagues, Guilhem Guirado,
Arthur Iturria, Felix Lambey, Wenceslas Lauret, Bernard Le
Roux, Peato Mauvaka, Jefferson Poirot, Louis Picamoles,

Dany Priso, Emerick Setiano, Rabah Slimani, Sebastien
Vahaamahina 

Backs (14): Geoffrey Doumayrou, Antoine Dupont, Gael
Fickou, Wesley Fofana, Sofiane Guitoune, Yoann Huget,
Camille Lopez, Maxime Machenaud, Maxime Medard,
Romain Ntamack, Damian Penaud, Alivereti Raka, Thomas
Ramos, Baptiste Serin  Reserves (6): Anthony Belleau,
Francois Cros, Etienne Falgoux, Charles Ollivon, Vincent
Rattez, Paul Willemse. —AFP

Bastareaud, Parra 
miss out on France 
World Cup squad

ROSARIO: France’s Matthis Lebel (2-L) is tackled by South Africa’s Dian Bleuler (L) during the World Rugby U20
Championship match between France and South Africa at Racecourse Stadium in Rosario, Argentina. —AFP 

NEW YORK: All-Star defenseman Erik
Karlsson signed an eight-year deal to
remain with the San Jose Sharks. The team
did not release contract figures, but multi-
ple reports on Monday said it’s worth
about $11.5 million per year — $92 million
total. His contract will be among the NHL’s
richest in annual average value. Connor
McDavid of Edmonton is the league’s high-
est-paid player, with a $12.5 million annual
average value.

Karlsson, 29, could have become the
league’s marquee free agent this offseason
as he reached the end of the seven-year,
$45.5 million contract he signed with the
Ottawa Senators, who selected him No. 15
overall pick in the 2008 NHL Draft. He is a
two-time winner of the NHL’s Norris
Trophy (2012 and 2015) and a six-time All-
Star. Limited to 53 games last season with
a groin injury, Karlsson had 45 points
(three goals, 42 assists). In 680 career NHL
games, he has 563 points (129 goals, 434
assists). Pittsburgh Penguins forward Phil
Kessel recently vetoed a trade, and the
team is no longer seeking to move him,
general manager Jim Rutherford said on
93.7 The Fan in Pittsburgh.

Kessel, a 13-year veteran with 357 goals
and 466 assists in his career, reportedly
nixed a trade to the Minnesota Wild, which
were not on Kessel’s list of approved trade

destinations. Kessel, 31, had 27 goals and
55 assists in 82 games for the Penguins last
season, his fourth with the team. He helped
Pittsburgh win the Stanley Cup in 2016 and
2017. He is under contract through the
2021-22 season.

The New York Rangers acquired
defenseman Jacob Trouba from the
Winnipeg Jets in exchange for defenseman
Neal Pionk and the 20th overall pick in the
2019 NHL draft. Trouba, 25, set career
highs in assists (42) and points (50) last
season, playing in all 82 regular-season
games for the first time in his career.
Among defensemen, he tied for ninth in the
league in assists and was 13th in points.

Trouba, selected by Winnipeg with the
ninth pick in the 2012 draft, has played in
408 games for the Jets in the past six sea-
sons, with 137 assists and 42 goals. Pionk,
23, has appeared in 101 games for the
Rangers in the past two seasons, with 33
assists and seven goals.

The Anaheim Ducks announced Dallas
Eakins as their head coach. Eakins, 52,
most recently was head coach of the
Ducks’ American Hockey League affiliate,
the San Diego Gulls. Eakins also has NHL
head coaching experience, leading the
Edmonton Oilers to a 36-63-14 record
from 2013-15. He played for eight teams
across a 10-year NHL career as a defense-
man, scoring no goals and adding nine
assists. Eakins replaces Randy Carlyle, who
was fired as Ducks coach in February after
a dreadful 2-15-4 stretch where Anaheim
lost 12 straight games (0-8-4) from Dec.
18-Jan. 15. General manager Bob Murray
served as interim coach for the rest of the
season, leading the Ducks to a 14-11-1
record.

The Ottawa Senators re-signed left
winger Anthony Duclair on a one-year,
$1.65 million contract.

Duclair, who was acquired in a February
trade with the Columbus Blue Jackets,
could have become a restricted free agent
this offseason. The 23-year-old had 33
points (19 goals, 14 assists) in a combined
74 games with Columbus and Ottawa last
season. Duclair, a third-round draft pick of
the New York Rangers in 2013, broke into
the NHL as a 19-year-old with New York
in the 2014-15 season. He has 122 career
points (56 goals, 66 assists) in 287 games

with five teams.
The Columbus Blue Jackets re-signed

left wing Markus Hannikainen to a one-
year contract for the 2019-20 season. The
Athletic reported the deal is worth
$750,000.

Hannikainen, 26, recorded seven points
(four goals, three assists) in 44 games with
the Blue Jackets in 2018-19. He set career
highs in goals, points and games played. The
Blue Jackets originally signed Hannikainen, a
native of Finland, in April 2015. He played
four years before that in Liiga, Finland’s top
professional league. —Reuters

Karlsson signs
$92m deal
with Sharks

SAN JOSE: File photo taken on May 19, 2019 Erik Karlsson #65 of the San Jose
Sharks skates controls the puck against the St. Louis Blues in Game Five of the
Western Conference Final during the 2019 NHL Stanley Cup Playoffs at SAP Center in
San Jose, California. —AFP

LONDON: Australian Nick Kyrgios has welcomed Andy
Murray’s return to tennis after hip surgery, saying he could
not believe his eyes when he ran into the Briton practising
at Queens Club on Monday.

Murray, who underwent a hip resurfacing operation five
months ago, is making his comeback this week by partner-
ing Feliciano Lopez in the doubles. “Andy was the first per-
son I saw here, doing his drills,” Kyrgios told reporters
ahead of his opening round match against France’s Adrian
Mannarino. “I couldn’t believe what I was seeing.

“Just to see him back healthy and happy on court is all
that matters. He is a warrior. He’s good enough to do dam-
age in doubles, especially with Feliciano. I’d almost pay to
watch that match.”

Kyrgios has a fractious relationship with a number of
senior players on the ATP Tour, including Novak Djokovic,
Roger Federer and Rafa Nadal, but shares a warm friend-
ship with Murray.

The Scot has defended Kyrgios on a number of occa-
sions when the younger player ruffled feathers with his
on-court behaviour and barbed criticism of his fellow
professionals.—Reuters

Kyrgios welcomes 
Murray’s return
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Yankees’ Tanaka silences Tampa
Bay Rays with two-hitter

NEW YORK: Masahiro Tanaka pitched a two-hitter and
was backed by two homers, as the New York Yankees
opened a 10-game homestand with a 3-0 victory over
the Tampa Bay Rays on Monday night. Tanaka (5-5)
turned in a third straight strong start against the Rays,
allowing only a leadoff single to Austin Meadows in the
fourth and a two-out single to Willy Adames in the fifth.
In three starts this season against Tampa Bay, Tanaka has
allowed one run on 10 hits and one walk in 22 innings,
with 23 strikeouts. Tanaka struck out 10, walked one,
threw 76 of 111 pitches for strikes, faced two above the
minimum and produced his 14th career double-digit
strikeout game. DJ LeMahieu and Cameron Maybin went
deep for the Yankees, who homered for the 20th straight
game. It is the second-longest streak in team history,
behind only a 25-game streak from June 1-29, 1941.

ROYALS 6, MARINERS 4
Jorge Soler hit a go-ahead, two-run homer in the

eighth inning as Kansas City rallied to win at Seattle.
Martin Maldonado homered in the ninth inning for the
Royals, who won for just the 10th time in 35 road games
this season. They were the last team in the majors to
reach double digits in victories away from home. With
two outs in the eighth, Alex Gordon grounded a single
into left field against Anthony Bass (1-2). Soler then went
deep to right-center field, his 19th home run of the sea-
son, for a 5-4 lead.

RED SOX 2, TWINS 0
J.D. Martinez and Xander Bogaerts each went 2-for-4

with an RBI, and Rick Porcello threw seven shutout
innings to outduel Jose Berrios and lead Boston past
Minnesota in Minneapolis. It was a season-high sixth
straight victory for Boston, which also moved six games
above .500 for the first time this season. Porcello (5-6)
allowed four hits and a walk while striking out eight to
pick up his first road victory in four decisions. Ryan
Brasier pitched a 1-2-3 ninth to earn his seventh save.
Berrios (8-3) gave up one run on five hits with 10 strike-
outs over eight innings.

CARDINALS 5, MARLINS 0
Miles Mikolas pitched six scoreless innings, Matt

Carpenter and Dexter Fowler slugged home runs, and
host St. Louis earned a win over Miami. Mikolas (5-7), a
native Floridian who lost to his hometown Marlins last
week, was much better this time around, allowing six
hits-all singles-and no walks while striking out four. He
combined with three relievers on an eight-hit shutout

and ended his personal five-decision losing streak.
Carpenter went 3-for-4 with his 10th homer of the sea-
son, a double and two runs, helping the Cardinals
improve to 6-2 in their past eight games. The Marlins
have dropped nine of their past 11 games.

RANGERS 7, INDIANS 2
Danny Santana belted a two-run homer, and Lance

Lynn struck out nine and allowed just one run in seven
innings as Texas defeated Cleveland in Arlington, Texas.
Elvis Andrus ripped a two-run double, and former Indian
Shin-Soo Choo and Jeff Mathis each drove in a run for
the Rangers, who scored all seven of their runs with two
outs. Francisco Lindor and rookie Oscar Mercado each
belted a solo homer for the Indians, who fell for just the
fourth time in 12 games.

BRAVES 12, METS 3
Ronald Acuna Jr. continued his torrid offensive pace

with three more hits, including a leadoff home run, and
Atlanta defeated visiting New York. Acuna was 3-for-5
with his 17th homer and two RBIs and extended his hit-
ting streak to nine games, matching his season best.
Acuna, who was 4-for-5 on Sunday, is hitting .409 (18-
for-44) with three homers during the streak. He lifted his
batting average to .301. Brian McCann and Ozzie Albies
also had three hits and struck back-to-back homers for
the Braves in the eighth inning. Atlanta has won 10 of its
past 11 games. The Mets have lost four of their past five.

REDS 3, ASTROS 2
Luis Castillo overcame errant command of the strike

zone, and host Cincinnati held on through some tense
moments in the latter innings for a victory over Houston.
Castillo (7-1) walked a career-high six batters, but he
allowed only two hits and fanned seven while working
six-plus innings. Michael Lorenzen got the last two outs
for his third save. The Reds scored all of their runs in the
fifth inning, on a two-RBI single from Nick Senzel and an
RBI hit from Eugenio Suarez.

ANGELS 10, BLUE JAYS 5
Mike Trout and Shohei Ohtani each homered and had

three RBIs, Felix Pena pitched six-plus innings in relief,
and Los Angeles won at Toronto. Trout had four hits,
including a two-run double. Justin Upton and Kole
Calhoun also homered for the Angels. Pena (5-1) allowed
four runs, six hits and three walks while striking out five.
Cavan Biggio hit two home runs and had three RBIs for

Toronto, and Randal Grichuk added a two-run homer.

GIANTS 3, DODGERS 2
Rookie Tyler Beede gave up just one run over six

innings to earn his first major league victory as San
Francisco won at Los Angeles. Brandon Crawford deliv-
ered a two-run double in the second inning to help the
Giants even the season series against their longtime
rivals after 10 games. Max Muncy hit a second-inning
home run for the Dodgers, his 17th long ball of the sea-
son and fifth over his past eight games. Chris Taylor
added an RBI fielder’s choice in the eighth inning, but
Los Angeles lost for the second time in three games.

A’S 3, ORIOLES 2
Mike Fiers outdueled Andrew Cashner in a battle of

veteran right-handers handcuffed by shaky defenses, and
host Oakland held on to beat Baltimore. Fiers combined
with Liam Hendriks and Blake Treinen on a three-hitter,
helping the A’s turn back the Orioles for the fourth time in
five tries this season. Oakland’s Matt Olson hit an RBI
double in the first inning, but Baltimore replied with two
unearned runs in the second thanks to a three-base

throwing error by A’s third baseman Matt Chapman.
Orioles catcher Chance Cisco committed a third-inning
throwing error that allowed two runs to score.

PADRES 2, BREWERS 0
Joey Lucchesi allowed just three hits and three walks

over seven scoreless innings as San Diego shut out vis-
iting Milwaukee. Lucchesi (6-4) had five strikeouts
while throwing a season-high 103 pitches. Two of the
six Brewers who reached base against Lucchesi were
eliminated on double plays. Padres reliever Craig
Stammen allowed the Brewers’ other hit, a single in the
eighth, and Kirby Yates pitched a perfect ninth for his
25th save. Manny Machado, playing while appealing a
one-game suspension issued for allegedly bumping an
umpire Saturday, hit a third-inning homer. The game’s
only other run came on a first-inning wild pitch from
Jhoulys Chacin (3-8).

PHILLIES AT NATIONALS, PPD.
The scheduled game between Philadelphia and host

Washington was rained out. It will be made up as part of
a split doubleheader today. —  AFP

NEW YORK:  Masahiro Tanaka #19 of the New York Yankees pitches against the Tampa Bay Rays during the first
inning at Yankee Stadium in the Bronx borough of New York City. —AFP

BIRMINGHAM: South African fast bowler Lungi
Ngidi is expected to return for today’s must-win
Cricket World Cup game against New Zealand at
Edgbaston after passing a fitness test. The 23-year-
old limped off with a hamstring injury as South Africa
lost to Bangladesh on June 2. He has missed three
matches since but after being put through his paces
on Monday he told reporters he was raring to go.

“I’m match fit at 100%. I went as hard as I could
go in my test, at match intensity,” he said. Defeat in
their first three matches, followed by a washed out
contest against the West Indies, hurt South Africa’s
chances of advancing but an easy win over
Afghanistan in Cardiff on Saturday gave them a glim-
mer of hope.

Ngidi will boost a pace attack that was handed a
blow before the start of the tournament when Dale
Steyn dropped out because of injury. Ngidi will likely
open with Kagiso Rabada. “There’s no way we’re not
going to bowl short balls, but we need to hit our
lengths very well, test the batsmen’s techniques, that’s
what we’re good at and if we stick to that then we
will do as well as we’re expected to,” he said.

“The pitch dictates what lengths to bowl and with
the covers on the pitch for the last few days, the ball
will probably nip around and swing a bit, so naturally
you will bowl a fuller length.”  — Reuters

S Africa’s Ngidi set 
to return for NZ clash

Late homers push Royals past Mariners

LONDON: Bangladesh’s successful run chase against
West Indies at the World Cup on Monday was aided by
a calm and confident dressing room atmosphere that
the players were able to replicate on the pitch, all-
rounder Shakib Al Hasan has said.

Shakib scored his second century in a row as
Bangladesh pulled off the second highest successful run

chase in the tournament’s history to beat twice champi-
ons West Indies by seven wickets. Sent in to bat first,
the West Indies set a target of 322 but Shakib, who
scored an unbeaten 124 off 99 deliveries, and Liton Das,
who smashed 94 not out, guided Bangladesh home with
51 balls to spare.

“At the end of the first innings, we thought it would
be tough but everyone was comfortable and chilling,”
Shakib, who scored 121 against England in his last
innings, told reporters. “There was a lot of confidence
and belief that we could chase it. Once we started bat-
ting, everyone felt comfortable and relaxed in the
dressing room which helped us a lot. At no point did we
have to panic.

“It is one of the best wins because of the way we
paced the innings. I was never in a rush. I was patient to

wait and put the bad ball away. Every time I did that
quite well.” The victory kept fifth-placed Bangladesh
firmly in the hunt for a semi-final berth ahead of their
next match against table-toppers Australia at Trent
Bridge tomorrow.

In Mitchell Starc and Pat Cummins, Australia have
two of the top three wicket-takers at this World Cup
but Shakib said his team showed they could handle the
best quicks in the world against South Africa, New
Zealand, England and West Indies.

“We’ve faced some of the best fast bowlers in the
last four matches - every team has at least two
bowlers who bowl 140 kph and we’ve coped well so
we’re not worried about that,” he added. “We are a
skilled team and we are capable of countering those
challenges.”  — Reuters

Calm dressing room 
key to Bangladesh 
win, says Shakib

ROME: His Highness the Amir of Kuwait’s Fifth
International Shooting Cup, held in Italy, concluded suc-
cessfully on Monday with Kuwait’s shooters achieving a
total of three medals; two gold and one bronze. The
annual event, which saw participation of over 420
shooters from 16 countries in the Italian central region
of Umbria, where competitions took place at the Umbria
Verde Shooting Range in the hilltop town of Todi. The
President of CONI Umbria Domenico Ignozza and
Kuwait Charge d’Affairs Sami Al-Zamanan handed over
the medals and trophies to the winners. The event con-
cluded with the double trap mixed teams competitions,
in which Chiara Di Marziantonio and Erik Pittini won the
first place, while Kuwait’s Eman Al-Shamma and
Mansour Al-Rashidi came fourth, and Sheikha Al-
Rashidi and Abdulaziz Al-Saad came sixth.Al-Shamma
won the first place in the Skeet competition in the fourth
day of the championship, while the shooter Ahmad Al-
Afasi managed to achieve third place in the double trap
in the competition. Furthermore, Kuwaiti shooter
Abdulrahman Al-Faihan has won gold in the trap event
of the Italian Open Amir Shotgun Cup. For his part,
Ignozza congratulated Kuwaiti shooters for achieving

excellent results at such a high-level international event,
which saw strong competitions by well-renowned
shooters from various world countries. Meanwhile, Al-
Zamanan expressed deep pride of Kuwaiti shooters’

notable accomplishment at the event, congratulating
them on their achievement, which was a result of great
efforts exerted by Ministry of State for Youth Affairs
and Kuwait Shooting Federation. — KUNA

Kuwait Amir 5th Int’l 
Shooting tourney 
concludes in Italy

TAUNTON: West Indies assistant coach Roddy
Estwick has warned his side the time for excuses is
over after defeat to Bangladesh left their World Cup
hopes hanging by a thread. The Caribbean team
started their campaign in England and Wales in
impressive style, beating Pakistan by seven wickets
but have since lost to Austral ia, England and
Bangladesh.

With games to come against fancied New Zealand
and Virat Kohli’s powerful India, the West Indies’
chances of progressing to the semi-finals from the
10-team round-robin phase look bleak.

West Indies scored 321-8 in Taunton on Monday
only to be undermined by an under-par bowling dis-
play as Bangladesh cruised home with seven wickets
to spare.  Former Barbados player Estwick stressed
the importance of the two-time world champions
sticking together in the face of adversity.

“We can stand here, saying ‘if this’ and ‘if that’-we
didn’t play well, we’ve lost the cricket game and that’s
that,” he said. “We’ve got to come back stronger.
We’ve still got four games left in the tournament and
we can’t point fingers or apportion blame to anyone. 

“We have to stick together, that’s how good teams
pull through. We’ve got to stop looking for excuses

and start finding solutions.” Estwick paid tribute to
Bangladesh, who kept their own World Cup hopes
alive by taming the West Indies pace attack, while
also promising his own side would come back with
renewed vigour.

“Four years ago, everyone was saying how exciting
and refreshing West Indies cricket looked,” he said.
“Hindsight is a wonderful thing. If we’d bowled spin
against Bangladesh, everyone would have said that
we should have stuck to our strengths.

“Four games down the road, it’s the worst tactic in
the world. Give Bangladesh credit. They played well and
they’re an improving side. “They’ve played us now five
times in the recent past and have beaten us every time.
We just have to go away and put our heads together
and find a solution. “We’re not down and out yet. We’re
going to fight and come back harder.” — AFP

WI must find 
WCup solutions, 
not excuses

Lungi Ngidi
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JOHANNESBURG: Cameroon coach Clarence Seedorf has
a message for Group F opponents at the Africa Cup of
Nations in Egypt this month: “no one is going to have an
easy time against us.”

He says the surprise winners of the last edition are “in good
shape and positive” ahead of matches with Guinea-Bissau,
four-time champions Ghana and Benin.  “I believe we have
regained international respect thanks to some great perform-
ances after missing out on the World Cup in Russia last year.”

Here, AFP Sport highlights the teams in a section
Cameroon and Ghana seem set to dominate against Benin and
Guinea-Bissau sides seeking first wins in the competition.

BENIN
After eight losses and a draw in three previous appear-

ances, the west African nation are craving a maiden victory
at the African football showpiece. “Above all else, we want
to win a match at the Cup of Nations,” says Steve Mounie,
who played for the Huddersfield Town team relegated from
the English Premier League last season. The best chance the
Squirrels have of achieving that ambition should come in
Ismailia on June 29 when they face Guinea-Bissau, 30
places lower in the world rankings. For the opening match
against Ghana, Benin will lack suspended captain and star
Stephane Sessegnon, who needs one goal to become the
leading all-time scorer for the national team. 

Verdict: best they can hope for is a last-16 place 
CAMEROON

The Indomitable Lions hope to match the teams of 2000
and 2002 and win back-to-back African titles. Hard-to-
please former superstar Roger Milla is supporting Seedorf.
“He has played in many top competitions and knows what it
takes to win big tournaments,” Milla said of the four-time
Champions League winner with Ajax, Real Madrid and AC
Milan. Seedorf has been less successful as a manager with
short reigns at AC Milan, Shenzhen in China and Deportivo
la Coruna after only 17 victories in 52 matches with the
three clubs.  Vincent Aboubakar, the 2017 final matchwinner
against Egypt, misses out through injury but Karl Toko
Ekambi has been netting regularly for Spanish La Liga out-
fit Villarreal.

Verdict: can go far but unlikely to retain title 
GHANA

Atletico Madrid midfielder Thomas Partey says “unity
holds the key to success for Ghana”, a country without a
Cup of Nations title since winning their fourth in 1982. State
President Nana Akufo-Addo had to intervene recently and
persuade veteran Asamoah Gyan to return to the squad
after the forward quit when stripped of the captaincy.
Turkey-based midfielder Andre Ayew, one of two sons of
Ghana legend Abedi ‘Pele’ Ayew in the squad, will lead the
Black Stars in Egypt. Ghana have finished second, fourth
twice, second and fourth in the last five Cups of Nations
and coach Kwesi Appiah can call on many experienced
international campaigners. 

Verdict: it will be difficult to achieve 
sixth straight top-four finish  

GUINEA-BISSAU
The transformation of the national team representing

the tiny west African state from perennial strugglers into
two-time Cup of Nations qualifiers has been remarkable.
They were competitive in Gabon two years ago before
bowing out after the first round and will eye the match
against Benin as an opportunity to record their first victo-
ry. However, the Djurtus (wild dogs) cannot realistically
expect to beat Cameroon or Ghana, leaving hopes of a
last-16 place hinging on being among the four best third-
place finishers. The captain and star is Slovakia-based
midfielder Jose Luis Mendes Lopes-known as Zezinho-
and the defenders include Marcelo Djalo from relegated
Premier League club Fulham. Verdict: squeezing into sec-
ond round will be the goal. — AFP

Holders Cameroon 
warn Group F rivals

Norway join China, Spain in WCup last 
16 as France and Germany top groups

REIMS: Norway went through to the last 16 of the
Women’s World Cup alongside China and Spain on
Monday after beating South Korea 2-1, while France
and Germany topped their groups with wins over
Nigeria and South Africa.

Caroline Graham Hansen gave Norway an early lead
from the spot after Cho So-hyun was judged to have
grabbed Maria Thorisdottir in the third minute, before
winning the decisive second penalty shortly after the
break when she was chopped down by Kang Chae-rim.

The Barcelona attacker had to watch while she
received treatment on the sidelines as Isabell Herlovsen
just squeezed home Norway’s second to secure the
points from a nervy encounter and seal second place in
Group A, despite Yeo Min-ji’s poked finish 12 minutes
from time.

They also survived a late scare from the impressive
Koreans, who are nonetheless out after finishing bottom
with no points, when Min-ji headed a fraction wide in
stoppage time. In the next round Martin Sjogren’s side
will take on one of Italy, Brazil or Australia, who go into
the last round of group matches in Group C with first
place and a potential two further last 16 places up for
grabs.

Outsiders Italy need just a point against Brazil to top
the group while the Australians can snatch second
place if they beat point-less bottom side Jamaica and
the Brazilians-in second level on three points with the
Aussies-fail to win.

France meanwhile will take on one of the four best
third-placed finishers following their 1-0 win, but face
the prospect of tackling defending champions the USA
in the quarter-finals should the Americans as expected
top Group F and win their subsequent last 16 tie.

The French needed a point to take first place in the
group but Renard gave them all three from the spot at

the second attempt, after Nigeria goalkeeper Chiamaka
Nnadozie was judged to have encroached for Renard’s
first effort, which hit the post.

Germany meanwhile ensured they missed the
Americans in the next round after they topped Group B
with a perfect nine points following a comprehensive 4-
0 win over South Africa earlier on Monday.

It could instead be Spain, who qualify for the next
round in second place behind the Germans after a goal-
less draw with also-through China, to play the world’s
best team. Both the Spaniards and former runners-up
China knew a point in Le Havre would take them
through to the knockout phase from Group B, and they
transpired to play out a stalemate.

Spain did threaten to take all three points late on,
but China goalkeeper Peng Shimeng made key saves in
the last 10 minutes, getting down low to keep out a
Patri Guijarro strike and then reaching to tip over a
Jennifer Hermoso effort.

China finshed behind Spain on goal difference but
will progress as one of the best third-place finishers.
Former world champions Germany had no trouble dis-
pensing with South Africa in Montpellier, as the
Banyana Banyana go home from their first World Cup
without a point.

Leupolz was left unmarked to head in the opening
goal from six yards out in the 14th minute at the Stade
de la Mosson, and Sara Daebritz fired in the second 15
mintes later before captain Alexandra Popp emphatical-
ly headed home Giulia Gwinn’s cross to seal the points
five minutes before the break.

Lina Magull got the fourth goal from close range just
before the hour mark, and South Africa then tried in
vain to grab a consolation, with Janine van Wyk firing
just over from long range and Thembi Kgatlana being
denied by goalkeeper Almuth Schult after going clean

through. Germany go into a last-16 tie on Saturday in
Grenoble against an as yet unknown third-place finish-
er from another group. Spain will play in Reims on June

24 against either the United States or Sweden, while
China must wait to find out which group winner they
will come up against. — AFP

RENNES: France’s defender Wendie Renard hits and scores a penalty kick during the France 2019
Women’s World Cup Group A football match between Nigeria and France, at the Roazhon Park stadium in
Rennes, western France. - AFP

SAO PAULO: Chile’s Eduardo Vargas(L) celebrates with teammate Chile’s Mauricio Isla after scoring during
a Copa America football tournament Group C match between Chile and Japan at the Cicero Pompeu de
Toledo Stadium, also known as Morumbi, in Sao Paulo, Brazil. — AFP

Italy need just a point against Brazil to top the group

LONDON: Derby County boss Frank Lampard
would find it hard to say no to Chelsea if they
offered him the manager’s job, his uncle Harry
Redknapp has told the BBC. Lampard, who spent 13
trophy-laden years as a player at Chelsea, guided
Derby to the Championship (second-tier) playoff
final in his first season in management, where they
lost out to Aston Villa.

The 40-year-old has emerged as the favourite to
replace Maurizio Sarri at the Premier League club
after the Italian joined Serie A champions Juventus
on Sunday.

“In my personal opinion, he’ll be the manager of
Chelsea. It looks to me like it’s going to happen,”
Redknapp, who has managed several English clubs
including West Ham United and Tottenham Hotspur,
told BBC Radio 5 Live.

“If Chelsea come calling, it’s a difficult one for him
to turn down. He’s a true legend at Chelsea, one of the
greatest players in the club’s history. “It may not come
along again, you never know in football, the opportu-
nity is there for him to go back now.” — Reuters

Lampard likely to be 
named Chelsea boss

SAO PAULO: Eduardo Vargas scored twice as Chile
launched the defense of their Copa America crown with an
emphatic 4-0 defeat of Japan in Sao Paulo on Monday.
Vargas, who plays for Mexico club Tigres UANL, netted
twice in the second half as Chile gradually overpowered a
skillful but limited Japan, who are playing in the South
American showpiece as one of two invited teams from
Asia. Erick Pulgar had opened the scoring for Chile in the
first half before Vargas doubled the 2015 and 2016 cham-
pions’ advantage with a deflected second-half strike.
Manchester United’s Alexis Sanchez then took his Chilean
record goals tally to 42 after diving to head home in the
82nd minute before Vargas scored the pick of the goals
moments later with a deft lob over Japan goalkeeper
Keisuke Osako.

The win saw Chile join Uruguay at the top of Group C,
level on points and goal difference. “The important thing is
that we move on now with humility,” said Chile coach
Reinaldo Rueda. “This win doesn’t suddenly make us a
dream team, just as we weren’t the disaster that our critics
were saying we were before.”

The scoreline was harsh on Japan, who had carved out
several promising chances but were let down by poor fin-
ishing from young striker Ayase Ueda. “We deserved to
score a goal,” said Japan coach Hajime Moriyasu. “The dif-
ference was that they were clinical and took their chances.
We’re sad to lose but proud that we really took it to them.”

Japan had started confidently, dominating territory and
possession albeit without threatening the Chile goal. Their
best early chance came after nine minutes when Shoya
Nakajima let fly after bursting forward only to see his shot

saved by Chile goalkeeper Gabriel Arias. As the first half
wore on, Chile looked increasingly more threatening, and
Sanchez sounded the alarm in the Japanese defense in the
35th minute when his low shot flashed just wide. Sanchez
then almost played in Charles Aranguiz but the Bayer
Leverkusen midfielder took too long to get his shot away,
allowing Japan to deflect behind from a corner.

Aranguiz made amends, though, in the 41st minute by
delivering the set piece which gave Chile the lead. A
whipped corner from the right caused havoc in the
Japanese area, and Bologna midfielder Pulgar leapt high
above Yuta Nakayama to head home.

The goal reflected Chile’s dominance, but Japan were
given a glorious opportunity to equalize just before half-
time. Chile coughed up possession inside their own half
and Gaku Shibasaki released Ueda on goal. The 20-year-
old Ueda was unable to make the chance count, though,
rounding Arias but failing to find the empty net with his
shot from a tight angle. The half closed with Chile threat-
ening to add to their lead, Sanchez’s header from close
range saved by Osako.

Chile picked up where they left off as the second half
got under way, stroking the ball around confidently to
deny Japan possession. In the 54th minute the Chileans
doubled their lead. A fluent build-up saw Mauricio Isla go
clear down the right and he squared for Vargas, whose
shot took a wicked deflection off Takehiro Tomiyasu on its
way into the net.

Once again, though, a Chilean goal was followed by a
golden Japan opportunity which they again squandered.
Shibasaki’s fine cross picked out an unmarked Ueda at the
back post but the youngster’s composure again deserted
him, hooking his shot wide with Arias and the Chile goal at
his mercy. Ueda missed another chance in the 69th minute
but Chile slammed the door shut on hopes of a revival
when Sanchez headed in Aranguiz’s cross on 82 minutes
before Vargas made it 4-0 a minute later. — AFP

CAIRO: The Africa Cup of Nations is set to kick off in
Egypt on Friday against a backdrop of terror attacks
and only days after the death of former Islamist presi-
dent Mohamed Morsi. With opening and closing
games held at Cairo Stadium, it will be the fifth time
that Egypt has hosted the regional tournament, which
has expanded this year to include 24 teams.

Cairo last welcomed African teams in 2006, before
the country’s political landscape was rocked by the
Arab Spring of 2011. This time, Egypt plays host after
Morsi, its first democratically elected president, was
buried  yesterday following the ousted and jailed
leader’s collapse in court and death the previous day.

Authorities are confident the infrastructure is in
place to host the continent’s largest football contest,
but they are on high alert after attacks on tourists near
the pyramids and an insurgency in the Sinai Peninsula.

A roadside bomb near the pyramids last month left
17 people wounded, just months after a similar attack
in December killed three Vietnamese holidaymakers
and an Egyptian tour guide. The interior ministry in
June announced extra security forces would be
deployed to maintain “public order” for the competi-
tion. Egyptians were expected to be a major driver of
the tournament’s reach, but local fans have been up in
arms over the cost of watching a game-either in stadi-
ums or on television.

The country’s stadiums have also been sites of vio-
lence, with lethal clashes breaking out between fans
and security forces. Fans were banned from watching
league matches in Egypt after a February 2012 stadi-
um riot in Port Said left 74 people dead, making it one
of the world’s deadliest football clashes.

Stadiums reopened three years later but the ban
was quickly reinstated after at least 20 fans of Cairo
club Zamalek were killed in clashes with security
forces outside a stadium in the capital in February
2015. Last year, the ban was relaxed but strict security
arrangements are still enforced, with police providing
permits to fans authorised to attend. Organisers
reduced ticket prices for the Africa Cup of Nations
after a backlash from Egyptian football fans in April.

Tickets to matches featuring Egypt, set to be led by
star forward Mohamed Salah, were initially priced at
200 pounds (about $12, 10 euros) for the cheapest
admission and graduated up to 600 pounds for premi-
um seats.  Prices for the cheaper seats have since
dropped marginally but they are still out of reach for
many in the Arab world’s most populous country,
where around 28 percent of the population lives below
the poverty line.

“The fans’ revolution of rage really showed how the
organisers were not prepared from the start,” said
Walid al-Adawi, an Egyptian sports journalist. He
explained that organisers have targeted a certain class
of fans, those with access to the internet and who can
afford high-priced seats. The only way tickets can be
purchased is through an official online platform. “If the
ticket prices were actually fairly priced, you would
have found many enthusiastic fans... but the prices
have not appealed to the average punter,” he added.

But Mohamed Fadl, a former Egyptian national
team player and the African Cup tournament director,
chalked the concerns up to the normal hiccups faced
by any host nation. “Any new experience has growing
pains at first,” he told AFP.

Those unable to fork out the money for seats will
also run up against pricy television packages, despite
claims in February by Sports Minister Ashraf Sobhi
that all games would be available on free-to-air chan-
nels. Qatar’s BeIN Sports has exclusive international
broadcast rights to the games, and a local channel
launched just in time for the tournament is advertising
heavily to secure a large viewership. —AFP

Egypt ready for 
Africa Cup despite 
security concerns

Vargas at the double 
as Chile rout Japan
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England captain Morgan sets new world record of 17 sixes 

MANCHESTER: England’s captain Eoin Morgan plays a shot during the 2019 Cricket World Cup group stage match between England and Afghanistan at Old Trafford in Manchester, northwest England, yesterday.— AFP

MANCHESTER: England captain Eoin Morgan set a
new world record of 17 sixes in an individual one-day
international innings as the World Cup hosts thrashed
Afghanistan by 150 runs yesterday.

Victory at Old Trafford saw favourites England go
ahead of holders Australia to sit top of the World Cup
group table on net run-rate. Morgan’s six-hitting spree
in his career-best 148 set the tone for England’s team
total of 25 sixes, which was also a new ODI innings
record.

The Dubliner’s innings was the centrepiece of
England’s 397-6. That was the highest total of the tour-
nament so far and the largest England had made at any
World Cup, surpassing their 386-6 against Bangladesh
in Cardiff 10 days ago.

Even though bottom of the table Afghanistan, suffer-
ing their fifth defeat in five matches, posted their high-
est World Cup total of 247-8 they were never up with
the required run-rate. There was a worrying moment

when Hashmatullah Shahidi, on 24, was hit on the side
of the helmet by a Mark Wood bouncer and fell to the
turf. But after several minutes’ on-field treatment,
Shahidi resumed his innings in a new helmet. Shahidi
completed a gutsy 68-ball fifty on his way to 76, while
his fourth-wicket stand of partnership of 94 with
Ashgar Afghan (44) was a record for any Afghanistan
wicket at a World Cup.

Earlier, Morgan, dropped on 28, dominated a third-
wicket stand of 189 with Joe Root (88), whose contri-
bution to their partnership was a mere 43. Afghanistan
star leg-spinner Rashid Khan set an unwanted record
with 0-110 in nine overs-the most expensive return at a
World Cup and second costliest in all ODI cricket.

Morgan’s tally surpassed the record of 16 sixes
in an ODI innings previously shared by India’s
Rohit Sharma, South Africa’s AB de Villiers and
West Indies’ Chris Gayle.  He broke the record
when  he  l aunched  Gu lbad in  Na ib  fo r  a  f l a t

straight hit over the Afghanistan captain’s head.

IMPRESSIVE MORGAN 
But the very next ball saw Morgan hole out off Naib

to end a 71-ball innings that also featured four fours.
His innings, which featured 118 runs in boundaries, was
all the more impressive as Morgan had been doubtful
for this match with a back spasm suffered in England’s
eight-wicket win over the West Indies, in which he
could not bat.  Jonny Bairstow got England off to a sol-
id start, with England accelerating after James Vince fell
for 26 when he mishooked paceman Dawlat Zadran to
short fine-leg. 

In sight of his eighth ODI century, Bairstow’s 99-ball
innings ended when he chipped a return catch to Naib.
Morgan, after an early mix-up that saw him sent back
and get tangled up with opposing skipper Naib, settled
in quickly. 

He hit Naib for two sixes including a fine drive over

long-on. But the left-hander should have been out when
he skied Rashid, only for Zadran at deep midwicket to
make such a mess of the catch that the ball bounced out
of his hands and over the rope for four.

Not even Zadran’s eventual return of 3-85 could
undo the damage of that costly error, with Morgan
immediately hitting a soaring six off Rashid’s next ball
in a 36th over that cost 18 runs. 

Root was denied a second successive hundred and
third of the tournament when he holed out off Naib,
whose 3-68 was a creditable return in the circum-
stances. But the sixes kept coming, Morgan’s 11th
bringing up a hundred in 57 balls, with only Ireland’s
Kevin O’Brien, Australia’s Glenn Maxwell and South
Africa’s AB de Villiers having scored faster centuries at
a World Cup.

England set the ODI team record for sixes when
Moeen Ali launched the penultimate delivery of the
innings, from Zadran, over long-on. — AFP

England thrash Afghanistan

PARIS: Michel Platini, the former head of European
football association UEFA, was detained for question-
ing by French police yesterday over the awarding of the
2022 World Cup soccer tournament to Qatar, a judicial
source told Reuters.

Platini’s lawyer, William Bourdon, said his client was
innocent of all charges and that he was being ques-
tioned on “technical grounds.”

The detention of the former soccer star was first
reported by French investigative website Mediapart.

France’s national financial prosecutor’s office, which
specialises in investigating economic crimes and cor-
ruption, has been leading a probe into the awarding of
the 2022 tournament to the Gulf emirate since 2016.

It is looking into possible offences including private
corruption, conspiracy and influence peddling.

“His lawyer, William Bourdon, would like to state as

strongly as possible that this is not an arrest, but rather
being heard as a witness by the investigators within a
framework preventing those being questioned and
heard from consulting each other during the process,” a
statement issued on behalf of Bourdon and Platini read.

Officials with Qatar’s World Cup organising commit-
tee said they had no immediate comment.

FIFA, the world governing body of soccer, said it
was aware of the reports concerning Platini, who is a
former FIFA vice-president, but said it had no details
on the investigation.

FIFA “reiterates its full commitment to cooperating
with the authorities in any given country of the world
where investigations are taking place in connection
with football activities,” it said in a statement.

The decision in December 2010 to award the World
Cup to Qatar surprised many given the lack of potential
local audiences for the games, the extremely hot sum-
mer weather, and the poor performance of the country’s
national squad. It will be the first Arab state to host the
competition. Le Monde newspaper reported that pros-
ecutors were particularly looking into a lunch hosted by
France’s then president, Nicolas Sarkozy, nine days
before the vote that awarded the cup to Qatar. Platini
and Sheikh Tamim Ben Hamad Al Thani, who was
Qatar’s prime minister and is now the country’s emir,

were guests at the lunch.
Platini has since acknowledged that he supported

Qatar over a rival bid from the United States in the
vote, but said Sarkozy “never asked him to”, the news-
paper said. Two of Sarkozy’s aides at that time, then
Elysee secretary general Claude Gueant and Sarkozy’s
adviser for sports Sophie Dion, were also questioned
by police yesterday, judicial sources confirmed to
Reuters. Dion remains detained with Platini. Gueant is a
“free suspect”, the source said.

A lawyer for Gueant, who was later appointed interi-
or minister by Sarkozy, was not immediately available
for comment. A spokeswoman for Sarkozy declined to
comment. A lawyer for Dion could not immediately be
reached for comment.

Under French law, suspects can be held for ques-
tioning for up to 48 hours. Platini was forced to leave
his job as UEFA chief after he was investigated in
another case over 1.8 million Swiss francs ($1.8 million)
that he received from FIFA in 2011. He was cleared in
that case. As a player in the 1970s and 1980s, Platini
was a prolific striker, mainly for Saint-Etienne in France
and Juventus in Italy. He played in three world cups,
captaining the national squad to the semi-finals in both
1982 and 1986, and leading France to victory in the
1984 European Championship. — Reuters

Platini detained in
Qatar World Cup
investigation

Michel Platini
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