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LONDON: Australia captain Aaron Finch and
pace bowler Mitchell Starc stole the show as the
holders eased to an 87-run win over Sri Lanka at
the Oval yesterday. Finch equalled his career-
best one-day international score with a masterful
153 and Steve Smith chipped in with 73 as
Australia scored 334-7.

Needing a World Cup record run-chase to
claim a shock win, Sri Lanka got off to a flying
start thanks to a first-wicket partnership of 115
between captain Dimuth Karunaratne and Kusal
Perera.

But Perera departed for 52 and when
Karunaratne fell on 97 the game swung back in
Australia’s direction. Starc was the catalyst with a
fiery spell of three wickets in six balls, Australia
eventually dismissing Sri Lanka for 247 thanks in
large part to his 4-55 from 10 overs.

Kane Williamson added three wickets of his
own as Australia made it four wins from their five
group matches after previously beating
Afghanistan, the West Indies and Pakistan.

Their lone defeat in the 10-team tournament
came against India and their latest victory puts
them well on course for a semi-final berth. Sri
Lanka, who lost their last seven wickets for 42
runs, have only one win from their five matches, a
disappointing run that includes two washouts.

They face a struggle to reach the semi-finals
with only four matches left, a spell that features
encounters with title contenders England and
India. Sri Lanka had briefly looked capable of
surpassing the World Cup chase set by Ireland,
who made 329-7 to beat England in 2011.

Karunaratne and his opening partner Perera
blasted 24 from the first two overs and reached
their fifty partnership in just the seventh over. But
Starc bowled Perera and Jason Behrendorff dis-
missed Lahiru Thirimanne for 16 as Australia hit
back.

A six from Kusal Mendis in the 31st over sig-
nalled Sri Lanka’s intent to get cracking. But cru-
cially Karunaratne stumbled short of his maiden
World Cup century when he carelessly flicked
Richardson to Glenn Maxwell at backward point.

That left Sri Lanka 186-3 and set the stage for
Starc to turn the screw by dismissing Milinda
Siriwardana, Thisara Perera and Mendis in quick
succession. Mendis’s mistimed drive off Starc
reduced Sri Lanka to 222-7 and shattered their
resistance.

Earlier, Finch took the Sri Lanka attack apart
with a dazzling display that included 15 fours and
five sixes. He was well-supported by Smith’s 73
from 59 balls and the pair put on 173 runs for the
third wicket.

Together with opening partner David Warner,
Finch took the attack to the Sri Lankans after
being put in to bat under cloudy skies in south
London. The pair passed fifty for the opening
wicket for the fourth time in five games at the
World Cup.

Sri Lanka had no answer to Finch’s brutal
assault and by the time he departed, caught by
Karunaratne off Isuru Udana, he had put
Australia in a commanding position.  Maxwell’s
quick-fire 46 from 25 balls rubbed salt into Sri
Lanka’s wounds. — AFP
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Coutinho brace helps Brazil forget 
Neymar in winning Copa start

SAO PAULO: A brace from Philippe Coutinho handed
hosts Brazil a winning start to the Copa America on
Friday in a 3-0 victory over Bolivia as the absence of
superstar Neymar was quickly forgotten.

Barcelona’s Coutinho scored from the penalty spot
early in the second half and added a close-range head-
er three minutes later. Substitute Everton netted a sen-
sational third five minutes from time to clinch victory
for coach Tite’s tournament favorites in Sao Paulo.

The build up to the competition had been dominated
by Neymar’s woes, firstly when he was accused of rape
by a Brazilian model, and then when he damaged ankle
ligaments in a friendly last week, forcing him out of the
Copa. If Brazil’s first half performance was anything to
go by, the Paris Saint-Germain star was sorely missed,
but Coutinho’s brace at least papered over the cracks
of an at times disjointed performance. Brazil made a
bright start and predictably dominated the early pos-
session and chances. But surprisingly their greatest
threat came from set-pieces with Coutinho’s corner
delivery causing panic in the Bolivian backline.

Bolivia’s goalkeeper Carlos Lampe made an instinc-
tive block from a Roberto Firmino flick that came
straight at him. And a few minutes later, towering cen-
ter-half Thiago Silva was left unmarked eight yards out
to meet another Coutinho delivery, but he inexplicably
headed well wide.

The pitch at the Morumbi stadium wasn’t helping
flowing football, with Bolivia in particular struggling to
string passes together. Brazil, wearing white shirts and
blue shorts, weaved almost geometric patterns around
their unambitious visitors but struggled to test Lampe.

Their best chances came from Bolivian mistakes and
Richarlison should have scored into an open goal when

a woeful Lampe clearance went straight to him, but the
Everton forward failed to lift the ball over defender
Adrian Jusino, who headed clear from the edge of the
18-yard box.

With 10 men behind the ball, Bolivia were proving
hard to break down but Casemiro went close with what
appeared to be a shanked cross that drifted just beyond
Lampe’s far post with the goalkeeper scrambling to
cover it.

Tite’s team were treated to a barrage of jeers from
the 67,000 crowd when the half-time whistle went.
Bolivia’s best moment had perhaps been a cheeky nut-
meg of Casemiro by Raul Castro on the edge of his own
18-yard box. It had been slim pickings.

Fans’ spirits were quickly lifted after the restart,
though, as Coutinho fired home from the spot on 50
minutes after a contentious penalty award. Richarlison’s
attempted cross struck Jusino’s arm, which was by his
side and only slightly away from his body, but after
consulting the video assistant referee, Argentine han-
dler Nestor Pitana pointed to the spot.

Bolivia were stunned and just three minutes later
their defence went missing as Firmino reached the bye
line and chipped the ball to the back post for Coutinho
to head home from barely two yards out.

Reluctant to push men forward, Bolivia never looked
like getting back into the match. And Coutinho’s cor-
ners continued to present Brazil with their best
chances, as Marquinhos headed straight at Lampe from
seven yards with 15 minutes left. The game had slowed
to almost walking pace when substitute Everton scored
a sensational third, cutting in from the left wing before
firing an unstoppable shot into the far corner with
Lampe rooted to the spot. —AFP

SAO PAULO: Bolivia’s Marcelo Martins (R) is marked by Brazil’s Casemiro during their Copa America foot-
ball tournament group match at the Cicero Pompeu de Toledo Stadium, also known as Morumbi, in Sao
Paulo, Brazil. — AFP
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LE HAVRE: Jodie Taylor broke a 14-month
goal drought to shoot England past
Argentina and into the last 16 of the
women’s World Cup on Friday after
Cristiana Girelli’s hat-trick saw the Italians
through with a 5-0 hammering of hapless
Jamaica. Euro 2017 top scorer Taylor
tapped home her first England goal since
April 2018 from Beth Mead’s inviting low
cross just after the hour mark to send
England to the top of Group D on six
points, two ahead of Japan, and into the
next round alogside Italy, France and
Germany with a game still to play.

“I’m the first one to admit that I score
goals because of my teammates. The Euros
I won the golden boot because of the qual-
ity of my teamates,” Taylor told reporters.

“The ball from Beth today absolutely
showed that.” Phil Neville’s side now need
a point in Nice on Wednesday against
Japan, who beat Scotland 2-1 earlier on
Friday, to ensure they finish in first place
and avoid a potential clash with European
champions the Netherlands in the next
round. They could form part of a powerful
group of teams in the knockouts with the
three strong-looking European nations
plus the USA, who are heavy favourites to

go through from their group.
“To be honest I’m so focused on the

group I don’t even know who we could
face yet,” added Taylor about the prospect
of facing one of those sides. “We want to
top the group, that’s all we want to focus
on-ask me after Japan.”

Despite the defeat the ‘Albicelestes’,
third in the group with a point, can still
qualify for the knockout stages if they beat
Scotland in their final game in Paris,
although they will have to show more
attacking intent than they have in their
opening two matches.

They were twice saved by goalkeeper
Vanina Correa, who pushed Nikita Parris’
28th-minute penalty off the post and then
pulled off a super stop to deny the excel-
lent Mead four minutes before the break. 

Italy took their place in the knockout
stages following Juventus striker Girelli’s
treble and a late brace from Aurora Galli,
which also gave Milena Bertolini’s side a
perfect six points and put them top of
Group C.

Italy can now guarantee top spot by
getting a result from their final game
against Brazil, although their superior goal
difference means they can lose and still
maintain first place. “We never thought we
would have got this kind of result at the
outset of the tournament,” said Bertolini,
whose side were among the outsiders
before the start of the World Cup.

However the penalty with which Girelli
opened her tournament account caused
controversy, with referee Anna-Marie
Keighley pointing to the spot after a VAR
check in the 10th minute for a what looked
like a soft foul on Barabara Bonansea.

Girelli then missed the spot-kick, but

Keighley allowed her to retake following
another VAR check that Jamaica goalkeep-
er Sydney Schneider had encroached.  The
29-year-old made no mistake the second
time round-two minutes after the original
penalty was given-before doubling Italy’s
lead 13 minutes later when she bundled
home Bonansea’s flick-on from a corner.

Girelli became only the second Italian
woman to score a World Cup hat-trick just
after the break when she beat Schneider to
a looping cross. “I couldn’t have even
dreamed of scoring a hat-trick in the
World Cup, it’s an incredible personal sat-
isfaction,” said Girelli.

Mana Iwabuchi set 2011 winners Japan
on their way against the Scots and Yuika
Sugasawa converted a penalty as Japan
closed in on the last 16, just four days after
a disappointing display in a goalless draw
against Argentina.

Scotland claimed a goal back late on
through substitute Lana Clelland, but they
will be disappointed at offering nothing
going forward until it was too late after
being 2-0 down at half-time, just like in
their opening defeat against England. Their
hopes of qualifying for the last 16 at their
debut World Cup are slim before a final
group game against Argentina. — AFP
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BAGHDAD: Day after day, Iraqi
weightlifter Safaa Rashed Aljumaili hits a
worn-down Baghdad gym to train for the
2020 Olympics. But despite all his grit, pol-
itics could keep him from competing.

The single air conditioning unit in the
dilapidated facility is out of service, leaving
Aljumaili to pump dumbbells and loaded
bars with little relief from the crushing 45-
degree heat of the Iraqi summer.

The gym’s walls look like they could
crumble at any moment-much like the ath-
lete’s hopes. “We don’t know what to do
anymore. I have to participate in six quali-
fier tournaments to get to Tokyo, but I’ve
already missed two because of the prob-
lems in sport in this country,” says the 29-
year-old.

These “problems” are a spiralling dis-
pute between the Iraqi Olympic Committee
and the country’s Ministry of Youth and
Sports, a power struggle that has left aspir-
ing Olympians without the necessary funds
to train properly.

Iraq has competed in the Olympics
since 1948, winning a single silver medal in
the 1960 Games for weightlifting. Under
ex-dictator Saddam Hussein, the country’s
Olympic Committee was headed by his
eldest son Uday, whose reputation for vio-
lence included the alleged torture of Iraqi
footballers whom he deemed to have
under-performed. 

When the US-led invasion toppled
Saddam in 2003, all government bodies-
including the committee-were dissolved in
favour of the coalition-run administration.
Today’s dispute stems from this moment.

Iraq’s Ministry of Youth and Sport claims
the committee’s status was never re-estab-
lished after 2003, so its finances should be
managed by the ministry. “We requested a
commission take control of the Olympic
Committee’s finances until a new law can
regulate its legal status,” the ministry’s
legal expert Mohammed Hadi says. Since
February, that commission has been in con-
trol of the $25 million allocated to the
Committee in the 2019 budget. 

But the Olympic Committee points to its
management of Iraqi teams at several
Games since 2003 and the regular mem-
bership elections it has held-without
objection by the ministry.  For the athletes,
the legal limbo has already cut off the
monthly stipends they rely on to prepare
for competitions.

“You need money to train, go to training
camps abroad and qualify for the games,”
says Aljumaili, who draws from his meagre
$400 salary to survive. Dressed in his blue
gi, judo athlete Ahmad Daoud runs laps
around a sparse room to train for the 2020
Games, as Baghdad lacks a dojo specifical-
ly for the Olympics. 

The 23-year-old athlete earns just $700
a month from the Al-Jaish Judo Club after
losing the $400 stipend he received from
the Olympic Committee.  With his revenues
slashed, Daoud says it looks increasingly
unlikely he’ll be able to afford the six train-
ing sessions abroad he had planned attend
before the 2020 Games.  “We don’t know if
we can continue training,” he says.
“Everything depends on money, and we
haven’t received a thing because of this

dispute, whose victims are the athletes
themselves,” says Daoud.

Committee Treasurer Sarmad Abdulilah
says the ministerial commission is already
overstepping its bounds. “The govern-
ment’s monitoring of the Olympic
Committee’s expenditures is normal, but
the ministry’s monitoring of the athletic
federations’ work is unacceptable,” he
says. Those federations, indeed, are fuming.
They have already accused the ministry of
embezzlement, an all-too-common refrain
in the world’s 12th most corrupt country,
according to Transparency International.

Mustafa Saleh, head of the Iraqi

Weightlifting Federation, says the ministry
promised his athletes huge sums after the
2018 Asia Championships in Jakarta. “It
pledged endowments of $25,000 to Safaa
Aljumaili and $17,000 to Salwan Jassem
Abboud, who snagged a silver medal for
heavyweights, plus the same amount for
the federation,” says Saleh.  “We never
received anything. Where’s the money?”
And the timing, just a year before the
Games get underway, couldn’t be worse.
“As time goes by, our chances of getting to
Tokyo-and of getting any medals in the
next Olympic games-are gradually slipping
away,” says Saleh. —AFP

In Iraq, legal dispute threatens
chances at 2020 Olympics

LE HAVRE: Argentina’s defender Agustina Barroso (L) vies for the ball with
England’s forward Jodie Taylor during the France 2019 Women’s World Cup
Group D football match between England and Argentina,  at the Oceane
Stadium in Le Havre, northwestern France.  — AFP

BAGHDAD: Iraqi judoka Ahmad Daoud (C, top) trains with other athletes at a
gym in Baghdad on June 1, 2019. Amidst spiralling disputes between the
Iraqi Olympic Committee and the country’s Ministry of Youth and Sports,
power struggles leave aspiring Olympians without the necessary funds to
train properly. — AFP


