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Renfroe, Padres stage big 
comeback to dump Rockies
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Jimenez, White Sox crush Sabathia, Yankees
DENVER: Hunter Renfroe highlighted a five-run 12th
inning with his third home run of the game, and the San
Diego Padres rallied from seven runs down to beat the
Colorado Rockies 16-12 in Denver on Friday night.
Renfroe finished with four hits and five RBIs, Manny
Machado homered and also had four hits, and Craig
Stammen (5-3) got the win for the Padres in a game
that lasted 5 hours, 4 minutes. Ian Desmond hit an
inside-the-park home run, and Charlie Blackmon and
David Dahl also went deep for the Rockies. San Diego
trailed 11-5 entering the ninth but sent 11 men to the
plate to tie it. Renfroe hit his second homer of the night
to cut it to 11-9, and Fernando Tatis Jr. tied it with a
two-run single against Wade Davis. San Diego put it
away in the 12th. Tatis led off with a triple, Austin Allen
and Machado had consecutive RBI doubles, and
Renfroe hit a two-run homer off Jairo Diaz (1-1).
Renfroe, who produced his second career three-homer
game, has 21 homers for the season.

BRAVES 9, PHILLIES 8
Brian McCann’s two-run single with two outs in the

ninth inning gave him 1,000 RBIs for his career and
completed a three-run rally to lift Atlanta over visiting
Philadelphia. The Braves trailed 8-6 entering the ninth
inning against Philadelphia closer Hector Neris (1-3).
He allowed a leadoff single to Dansby Swanson and
walked Nick Markakis with two outs. Rookie Austin
Riley knocked in the first run with a double to left field.
McCann worked the count to 2-2 and went down to get
a splitter from Neris. McCann golfed the ball to left
field for the game winner. Jerry Blevins (1-0) pitched a
scoreless ninth and earned the win. The victory was the
eighth straight for the Braves and their first in four tries
against Philadelphia. Rhys Hoskins, Bryce Harper and
Scott Kingery homered for the Phillies.

NATIONALS 7, DIAMONDBACKS 3
Max Scherzer allowed two solo homers in seven

innings and struck out 10 as host Washington beat
Arizona. Scherzer (5-5) gave up three hits and had at
least 10 strikeouts for the 87th time in his career. He
passed Hall of Famers Bob Feller and Warren Spahn for
27th on the all-time strikeout list with 2,585. Carson
Kelly hit a solo homer off Scherzer in the third and Nick
Ahmed went deep in the fifth. Tanner Rainey came on in
the eighth for the Nationals to get the last out and keep
the lead at 7-3 after Arizona scored one off Wander
Suero. Closer Sean Doolittle pitched a scoreless ninth
for Washington. Nick Ahmed and Carson Kelly home-
red for Arizona.

ASTROS 15, BLUE JAYS 2
Gerrit Cole recorded his eighth double-digit strike-

out performance of the season, and rookie Yordan
Alvarez hit his third home run in four games as host
Houston pounded Toronto. Alvarez homered with two
outs in the fourth inning, his two-run blast extending
the Houston lead to 10-0. The Astros scored multiple
runs in each of the first four innings, tagging Toronto’s
Aaron Sanchez (3-8) for eight runs on six hits and three
walks over three innings. Robinson Chirinos added his
first career grand slam in the Astros’ five-run eighth.

CARDINALS 5, METS 4 
Paul DeJong delivered a tiebreaking single in the top

of the 10th inning as St. Louis finished a two-day
comeback and beat host New York in the completion of
a game suspended by rain Thursday night. The game
resumed at 6:10 p.m. ET Friday for the start of the bot-
tom of the ninth after a “delay” of more than 17 hours.
On Thursday, the Cardinals scored twice in a rainy top
of the ninth off Mets closer Edwin Diaz to tie the score
before play was suspended. Diaz (1-4) remained in the
game when play resumed Friday and suffered the loss.
Carlos Martinez (1-0) threw a perfect bottom of the
ninth, and Jordan Hicks earned his 14th save with a per-
fect 10th.

WHITE SOX 10, YANKEES 2
Rookie Eloy Jimenez hit a pair of three-run homers,

Lucas Giolito became the first 10-game winner in the
majors and Chicago reached the .500 mark for the first
time in over two months with a victory over visiting
New York. Jimenez’s six RBIs were a career high. He
connected off CC Sabathia (3-4) in the first inning and
Luis Cessa in the sixth. He recorded his third multi-
homer game and second against the Yankees. He also
has five homers in his last six games. Giolito (10-1)
allowed a solo homer to Luke Voit four pitches into the
game and little else, holding the Yankees to four hits in
six-plus innings. He struck out six, walked four and
threw 104 pitches.

INDIANS 13, TIGERS 4
Jake Bauers hit for the cycle, Leonys Martin blasted

a three-run homer during an eight-run fourth and
Cleveland pounded host Detroit. Bauers’ cycle was the
first by a Cleveland player since Rajai Davis on July 2,
2016. Bauers completed the feat with a two-run homer
off Blaine Hardy in the eighth. Indians starter Adam
Plutko (3-1) gave up three runs, two earned, on five hits
and struck out six in six innings. Niko Goodrum had
two hits for Detroit.

RED SOX 13, ORIOLES 2
J.D. Martinez hit two of Boston’s season-high six

home runs in an easy win over host Baltimore. Brock

Holt, Jackie Bradley Jr., Michael Chavis and Christian
Vazquez also homered for Boston, which has won three
straight. Martinez reached base five times, adding a sin-
gle and two walks for the Red Sox, who led 2-1 before
scoring four runs in the fourth inning and five in the
fifth. Trey Mancini had a homer and a single for the
Orioles, who have lost three straight.

TWINS 2, ROYALS 0
Mitch Garver hit a two-run homer in the eighth

inning, and Kyle Gibson pitched eight shutout innings
to lead Minnesota to a victory over Kansas City in
Minneapolis. Garver lined his 11th home run of the sea-
son 405 feet just over the center field fence off reliever
Jake Diekman (0-4) with two outs in the eighth. It was
the major-league-leading 133rd home run hit this sea-
son by the Twins. Gibson (7-3) allowed just two hits
and didn’t walk a batter while striking out six. Royals
starter Brad Keller, who had lost his previous three
starts, matched Gibson for seven innings, allowing three
hits and three walks while also hitting a batter. He
struck out five.

RAYS 9, ANGELS 4
Ji-Man Choi had two hits, including a two-run

homer, and Tampa Bay rallied against Los Angeles’
bullpen to post a win in St. Petersburg, Fla. Angels
starter Andrew Heaney brought a one-hit shutout into
the sixth inning, but was removed after giving up a
leadoff double to Austin Meadows on his 99th pitch.
The Rays then sent nine more batters to the plate off
relievers Luis Garcia and Ty Buttrey (4-3), scoring five
runs in the inning to take a 5-4 lead. The Rays came in
on a three-game losing streak, and the Angels had won
three straight, all by the score of 5-3. Los Angeles has
lost its past five attempts at getting back to .500.

RANGERS 7, REDS 1
Rougned Odor belted his fourth career grand slam in

the fifth inning as visiting Texas recorded a victory over
Cincinnati. Elvis Andrus successfully stole home and
Delino DeShields had a sacrifice fly and scored on a
groundout for the Rangers, who have won 20 of their
last 30 games. Yasiel Puig recorded his second three-
hit performance of the season for the Reds, who have
lost seven of their past 10 games. — Reuters

DENVER:  Manny Machado #13 of the San Diego Padres hits a RBI double in the 12th inning against the
Colorado Rockies at Coors Field, in Denver, Colorado. —AFP

Battling Brumbies, Hurricanes
set themselves up for Super play-offs

PARIS: Two-time Olympic champion Caster
Semenya will not run her specialist 800m
distance at Rabat today despite having
received an invitation to do so, in the latest
twist of her bitter court battle over gender
rules. “She received an invitation but is
unable to organise her schedule to come to
Rabat,” organiser Alain Blondel told AFP.

Semenya was cleared to take part in the
Diamond League meeting after Switzerland’s
top court rejected an IAAF request to re-
impose rules obliging her to lower her
testosterone before competing in certain
events.

Organisers of the Morocco event had ini-
tially refused to allow the South African to
take part but on Friday they “confirmed her
invitation”. “After checking the situation of
Caster Semenya in the light of the decisions
of the Swiss Federal Court, and the Court of
Arbitration for Sport, the head of the interna-
tional athletics meeting in Rabat, Alain

Blondel, is happy to confirm the invitation,” a
statement on the event’s official site said.

The Swiss federal court issued their order
on Wednesday, explaining “this means that
Caster remains permitted to compete with-
out restriction in the female category at this
time”. The IAAF had earlier this month
opposed a ruling by the court temporarily
suspending the federation’s rules following
an appeal by Semenya who won the women’s
800 metres at the 2012 and 2016 Olympics.

The athlete was contesting a decision by
the Court of Arbitration for Sport which pre-
viously found the rules were “discriminatory”
but “necessary” to ensure fairness in
women’s athletics. The rules require women
with higher than normal male hormone levels,
a condition known as hyperandrogenism, to
artificially lower the amount of testosterone
in their bodies if they are to compete in races
over distances of 400m to the mile.

“No woman should be subjected to these
rules,” Semenya said in a statement Thursday,
adding she had “thought hard about not run-
ning the 800m in solidarity unless all women
can run free. But I will run now to show the
IAAF that they cannot drug us”.

The athlete, who underwent a gender test

shortly before she won gold at the 2009
Berlin world championships, also dismissed
the IAAF’s claim that it is committed to the
full participation of women in sport.

“I am a woman, but the IAAF has again
tried to stop me from running the way I was
born,” she said in the statement, pointing out
the hormonal drugs she had been required to
take to compete had made her feel “con-
stantly sick and unable to focus for many
years”.

“No other woman should be forced to go
through this,” said Semenya, whose Berlin
test allegedly showed she had both male and
female characteristics. Semenya took to the
track at the Montreuil meeting in eastern
Paris on Thursday in the rarely-run 2,000m.

The 28-year-old duly won that race, taking
to social media afterwards to say: “They keep
talking, I keep winning. Isn’t that beautiful...?”

That tweet, accompanied by emojis of
crossed fingers and a talking head, garnered
more than 65,000 “likes”. Semenya, who won
the 800m in the season-opening Doha Diamond
League, is now slated to run the 3,000m at the
Diamond League Prefontaine Classic, excep-
tionally being held held in Stanford, California
this year, on June 30. —AFP

Semenya declines 
Rabat 800m race

KUWAIT: Director of the Public Authority for Sports, Dr Humoud Flaiteh and KJA
Secretary General and Head of the Sports Committee, Adnan Al-Rashed recently
discussed bilateral cooperation and KJA members coverage of activities organ-
ized by the authority both local and foreign.   

BRISBANE: Olympic 100-metre
freestyle champion Kyle Chalmers and
former women’s world record holder
Cate Campbell headline a 27-strong
Australian squad for the world swimming
championships in South Korea next
month. Head coach Jacco Verhaeren said
he was encouraged by the quick times
produced during Australian trials over
the past six days, setting them up for
another fierce battle with arch-rivals the
United States. “We have very strong
qualification standards which is based on
the top eight times in previous world
championships, so this is a smaller team
than perhaps previous worlds, but a very
strong team I believe,” he said.

“There have been some fantastic
individual performances and the depth in
some of our relay teams is very promis-
ing.” Only the top two in each final dur-
ing the trials earned selection, providing
they also finished under the tough quali-
fying time.

Consisting of 13 men and 14 women,
the squad includes Chalmers, who
clocked the fastest 100m in the world
this year-a formidable 47.35. He will also
compete over 200m along with Clyde
Lewis. Campbell also produced the
world’s quickest time this year in the
100m free (52.12) with teammate Emma
McKeon claiming second fastest. Mitch
Larkin qualified in three events after a

world-leading 2019 time in the 200m
individual medley (1:55.72) — a new
Commonwealth record.

He will also line up in his favoured
backstroke events in both the 100m and
200m-for which he was world champion
in 2015. Australia’s new middle-distance
queen Ariarne Titmus will swim the
400m freestyle after setting a new
Commonwealth mark of 3:59.35, along
with the 200m and 800m freestyle.

Olympic champion Mack Horton
failed to make the necessary qualifying
time in either the 200m, 400m or 800m
freestyle, but Verhaeren used discre-
tionary powers to include him in the
squad. “He is an Olympic champion, it’s
not panic stations, he could turn it
around in weeks,” he said.

Australia squad
Men: Kyle Chalmers, Thomas Fraser-

Holmes, Alex Graham, Mack Horton, Mitch
Larkin, Clyde Lewis, Cameron McEvoy,
Jack McLoughlin, David Morgan, Zac
Stubblety-Cook,  Matt Temple, Matt
Wilson, Bradley Woodward.

Women: Minna Atherton, Bronte
Campbell, Cate Campbell, Madeleine
Gough, Jess Hansen, Shayna Jack, Emma
McKeon, Kaylee McKeown, Kiah
Melverton, Leah Neale, Jenna Strauch,
Brianna Throssell, Ariarne Titmus,
Madison Wilson. —AFP

CANBERRA: The ACT Brumbies and Wellington
Hurricanes both staged battling fightbacks to
win their final Super Rugby conference clashes
and head into next weekend’s quarter-finals full
of confidence.

On a freezing night in Canberra, the Brumbies
rallied from a 7-0 deficit to beat the Queensland
Reds 40-27 for their sixth straight win. Their
stellar form had already guaranteed them third
place overall behind the Crusaders and Jaguares
and a home knock-out tie against the sixth-
placed team, which will be decided after the final
games in South Africa.

In Wellington, the Hurricanes produced a
stunning second-half comeback to down the
Auckland Blues 29-24 in a match where nothing
was at stake. Regardless of the outcome, they
knew they would be hosting a last eight clash
against the fifth-placed team, which will also be
known after the late games.

The Blues, meanwhile, could do nothing about
being rooted to the bottom of the New Zealand
conference. “I thought we turned up with a real
nice mindset considering our momentum and we
got the job done,” said Brumbies skipper
Christian Leali’ifano.

“Obviously we’ve got some things also to
look at defensively and we’re do that this week. I

think there’s still some improvement to come
from us.” The Reds, farewelling captain Samu
Kerevi who will play in Japan next season, got an
early breakthrough with fullback Bryce Hegarty
darting over after a six-phase attack. They were
unlucky not to stretch the lead when a try was
disallowed for a high tackle by Taniela Tupou.
The big prop was sin binned and in his absence
the Brumbies struck back with Andy Muirhead
wrongfooting two defenders to dot down, and
they got another after No.8 Lachlan McCaffrey
picked up the ball from a driving maul at the
base of the post.

More misery was piled on the Reds on half-
time when the Brumbies were awarded a penalty
try and the Scott Higginbotham was yellow-
carded to give the home team a 19-10 advantage.
Ten minutes into the second-stanza and they
were 33-10 in front with Rory Arnold scoring
from a maul and Tom Wright getting an intercept
try. The Reds showed some backbone to pull
back 17 points but the Brumbies’ sixth try, from
Murray Douglas, ensured the win. The Brumbies
are the only Australian team to make the last
eight, with the Rebels and Waratahs narrowly
missing out along with the Reds.

In Wellington, the Hurricanes rested several
stars including All Blacks Beauden and Jordie

Barrett and Ngani Laumape, while the Blues
welcomed back double World Cup winner Sonny
Bill Williams from injury.

The Blues, who have not won away this year
and not beaten a New Zealand team away for six
years, raced to an early 10-0 lead and by half-
time were ahead 24-5.  Tanielu Tele’a, Caleb
Clarke and Melani Nanai scored with Otere
Black landing three conversions and a penalty
while Peter Umaga-Jensen’s try was the sole
reward for the home team. But a stirring pep-talk
at the break fired up the inexperienced
Hurricanes who took control, with their cause
assisted by ill-discipline from the Blues. Tries to
Fletcher Smith, Isaia Walker-Leawere and Peter
Umaga-Jensen, all converted by Jackson
Garden-Bachop, had the Hurricanes ahead for
the first time at 26-24 in the 63rd minute.

Garden-Bachop added another three points
with five minutes left when the Blues conceded
their 11th penalty of the match. Captain Dane
Coles said it was a big boost heading into the
play-offs knowing there was depth in the squad.

“I’m stoked for the young lads,” he said. “We
threw so many guys in at the deep end. It wasn’t
pretty in the first half but the way (they)
responded with a rev-up at half-time, I’m just
proud of the effort. “ — AFP 

Chalmers, Campbell headline
Aussie swimming squad


