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In this file photo Cuba Gooding Jr throws his Oscar into
the air as he poses for the press after he was won for Best
Supporting Actor for his role in “Jerry Maguire”. — AFP

In this file photo Italian film director Franco Zeffirelli poses at the British Embassy in Rome
before receiving the medal of knighthood from the British ambassador to Italy. — AFP photos

In this file photo taken on January 11, 2000 Italian tenor Luciano Pavarotti (right) jokes with
Italian Director Franco Zeffirelli during a press conference in Rome, three days before the first
presentation of Giacomo Puccini’s “The Tosca” at Costanzi’s theatre for its 100th anniversary. 

Director Hong Sang-soo and actress Kim Min-hee

Spanish director Pedro Almodovar will receive a
Golden Lion lifetime achievement award at the
Venice Film Festival this year, the organizers said

on Friday. They called the 69-year-old filmmaker the
“greatest and most influential Spanish director” since
Luis Bunuel last century. Almodovar “has offered us
the most multifaceted, controversial, and provocative
portraits of post-Franco Spain,” festival director
Alberto Barbera said in a press release.  “The topics
of transgression, desire, and identity are the terrain of
choice for his films, which he imbues with corrosive
humor and adorns with a visual splendor.”

Almodovar has directed 21 feature films, including
“Women on the Verge of a Nervous Breakdown”,
“Tie Me Up! Tie Me Down!”, “High Heels” and “All
About My Mother”. He said in a statement he was
“excited and honored” by the prize. “This Lion is
going to become my pet, along with the two cats I
live with.” The filmmaker, screenwriter and producer
won an Oscar for best foreign film with “All About
My Mother” in 2000. He won the best screenplay
award for “Volver” at the Cannes Film Festival in
2006 and the Venice festival’s best screenplay award
for “Women on the Verge of a Nervous Breakdown”

in 1988. This year he was back at Cannes, where he
presented his 21st film, “Pain and Glory” with Antonio
Banderas. Banderas received the festival’s best actor
award for his role as a filmmaker in crisis. The Venice
International Film Festival runs from 27 August to 7
September. — AFP

Spanish movie director Pedro Almodovar
attends the men’s singles final match on day

fifteen of The Roland Garros 2019 French
Open tennis tournament in Paris. — AFP

Prosecutors in New York charged Oscar-winning actor
Cuba Gooding Jr with forcible touching on Thursday
after he was accused of groping a woman in a

Manhattan bar over the weekend.  Gooding’s lawyer Mark
Heller said his client intended to plead not guilty. “Mr
Gooding has not acted inappropriately in any shape or
form. Nothing in the video could even be considered
ambiguous,” Heller said, without giving details of the video
he was referring to.

The actor had earlier denied the allegations, telling
celebrity news outlet TMZ that “nothing” happened. “I
trust the system. There’s a tape that shows what really
happened,” he said. Forcible touching is a misdemeanor
offense punishable by one year in prison under New York
state law. A police spokesman confirmed that the 51-year-
old Gooding-who won an Academy Award in 1997 for his
performance as a football player in “Jerry Maguire”-had
turned himself in, but would not comment on the nature of
the complaint.

Several US media outlets reported that a woman
claimed Gooding, a native New Yorker, grabbed her
breast during a night out late Sunday. Other reports
indicate a second woman has come forward with claims
that the actor groped her buttocks in March 2008, also
in a Manhattan club. Gooding’s first major role came in
the groundbreaking 1991 movie about life in the inner
city, “Boyz n the Hood.”  More recently, he played OJ
Simpson in “The People vs OJ Simpson: American Crime
Story.”— AFP

Italian film and opera legend Franco Zeffirelli died yes-
terday at the age of 96 at his home in Rome, local
media reported. The director of movies and operas

“died serenely after a long illness, which had worsened
these last months,” Italian media said, citing family mem-
bers. “I never wanted this day to come. Franco Zeffirelli
departed this morning. One of the greatest men in the

world of culture. We join in the grief of his loved ones.
Goodbye, dear Master, Florence will never forget you,”
tweeted Dario Nardella, the mayor of Florence, where
Zeffirelli was born.

A director, screenwriter, and producer, Zeffirelli has
about 20 feature films to his name. Internationally, he is
best known for having directed the 1968 film version of

Shakespeare’s “Romeo and Juliet” for which he was nomi-
nated for an Academy Award. He also borrowed from
Shakespeare for adaptations of “Hamlet” in 1992 with Mel
Gibson and Glenn Close, and “The Taming of the Shrew”
in 1967 with Elizabeth Taylor and Richard Burton. He also
directed more than 30 plays and operas. — AFP

Acheating husband cannot divorce his wife despite
having a years-long affair, a South Korean court
ruled Friday, insisting only the injured party in a

marriage could initiate a legal separation. Movie director
Hong Sang-soo, 58, a Cannes film festival regular, filed
for divorce in 2016, shortly after his relationship with
actress Kim Min-hee became public. But Hong’s wife,
whom he wed in 1985, refused to play along-leading to a
drawn-out legal battle that has lasted for years.

Seoul Family Court on Friday dismissed Hong’s peti-
tion, and awarded costs against him. South Korea
remains a conservative society, where until 2015, anyone
indulging in extramarital sex risked a two-year prison
sentence. Even since decriminalization, public disap-
proval of affairs remains strong. Despite her successes on
the silver screen, 37-year-old Kim-who won best actress
at Germany’s prestigious Berlinale in 2017 — has strug-
gled to inspire warmth among the South Korean public.

Her portrayal of an out-of-work actress reeling from
an affair with a married director in Hong’s “On the Beach
at Night Alone” appears to have been too close to real
life for movie goers. The law against adultery was origi-
nally intended to safeguard the rights of women at a time
when marriage offered them some of their only legal pro-
tections. Most had no independent income, and divorce
carried enormous social stigma.

In 2015, when the country’s highest court reaffirmed
that only the injured party could initiate a divorce, it said
“gender equality had some way to go”.  Judges said
women would be particularly vulnerable if unfaithful hus-
bands were allowed to divorce them without any justifi-
able complaint. Opponents of the current divorce laws
say they violate individual freedoms and trap people in
unhappy marriages. — AFP

Paris’s Stade de France stadium is packed. The crowd is
a sea of screaming teenagers in sporty hoodies, col-
orful rabbit ears and-as it starts to rain-plastic pon-

chos. In a puff of smoke, BTS bursts onto the stage from
behind two giant inflatable leopards. Dressed in white
suits, they jump around to pumping hit “Dionysus”, to the
delight of fans clutching smartphones and flashing globe
balls. It’s a suitably dramatic entrance for the seven-piece
South Korean boy band, whose world tour, “Love Yourself:
Speak Yourself” came to Paris for two nights late last

week, after a string of sold-out shows in Los Angeles,
Chicago and London’s iconic Wembley Stadium.

While the music industry has seen its fair share of boy
bands over the years, from The Jackson 5 to One
Direction, BTS-short for Bangtan Sonyeondan, which
translates as Bulletproof Boy Scouts-is the first K-pop
group to top charts in the US and Britain. “BTS has capti-
vated pop fans in the West in a way that no other Asian
band has ever done before,” Ben Beaumont-Thomas,
music editor of Britain’s The Guardian newspaper, told
AFP.

“Access (to international music) is so instantaneous and

the squeamishness around non-English lyrics is starting to
erode.” The band’s success has been credited with a boom
in South Korean consumer exports, such as clothes, cos-
metics and foodstuffs, as well as a hike in visitor numbers
to the country. The group’s close relationship with fans,
flooding social media with selfies, videos and tweets in
Korean and English, has helped to spawn a global follow-
ing of millions of fans the songsters call their “army”.

The band sings predominantly in Korean, but that
doesn’t stop fans singing along-songs are peppered with

phrases in English and their YouTube videos have transla-
tions. “Their music brings joy to our daily lives. I like the
messages they communicate in their songs-they sing
about everything from depression to family and bullying,”
said Philae, a French 22-year-old car industry worker at
one of the Paris shows who declined to give her full name.

‘Global culture’ 
In Paris, the Korean septet sang and danced their way

through 22 tracks, showing off their meticulous choreogra-
phy in pop anthems like “Not Today”, before one of the
members, J-Hope, took the spotlight with his aggressive

rapping in Korean to “Trivia: Just Dance”.  Another of the
band’s members, Jimin, one of the youngest, serenaded the
crowd with R&B ballad, “Serendipity”, with the faintest
smile or flick of his hair eliciting squeals of delight from
adoring fans.

Their hit single “Boy With Luv” broke the YouTube
record for the most views in 24 hours, with 74.6 million
hits when it was released in April. Beaumont-Thomas
linked the group’s appeal in the West to streaming apps
like Spotify and Deezer, which allow music fans to dis-

cover performers from around the globe. “Young people
today, especially through social media and streaming,
feel like they’re part of a global culture,” he said. “BTS
already have a massive fan base in Asia, so fans (in the
West) feel like they’re part of something. There’s a real
sense of identity.”

South Korean performers like Blackpink and Psy,
whose hit “Gangnam Style” in 2012 became the first video
to top a billion views on YouTube, have already broken
into Western markets in recent years. But BTS is “a very
exceptional case”, Dong Sun-hwa, entertainment reporter
at The Korea Times, told AFP.  “They’re very accessible.

Other K-pop bands keep physical and emotional distance
from their followers.”

BTS’ popularity does not seem to have been affected
by recent sex scandals involving some of the South
Korean K-pop industry’s other stars. High-profile cases
have included singer Seungri from popular boy band BIG-
BANG, who is accused of arranging sex services for
potential investors and rich clients at a nightclub he co-
owns. He denies the allegations. And singer-songwriter
Jung Joon-young has admitted to filming himself having
sex and sharing the footage without his partners’ consent.

Self-acceptance 
While their onstage personas seem almost cartoonlike

at times-during one set in Paris they wandered around an
inflatable obstacle course holding glittery pink micro-
phones-their songs about self-acceptance have struck a
chord with teens. In September, the band’s lead singer RM
made a speech to the United Nations in New York about
how music allowed him to overcome worries about “what
other people thought of me”, and start to “love myself, lit-
tle by little”. 

The floppy-haired musicians, whose ages range from 21
to 26 and who often sport earrings and lipstick, appeal to
a generation that feels comfortable with the idea of fluid
gender identity, said Samantha Lifson, writer at Seoul-
based pop culture magazine, K-Soul. “In some of their
earlier work, they had a sexier image, but they went from
that portrayal of strong masculinity to a softer look,” she
told AFP, adding: “I definitely think younger music listen-
ers are looking for that kind of comfort.”

Baran Masifi, 24, who travelled from Germany to see
the band perform in Paris, said she found their music “real-
ly catchy, but it has a lot of meaning, too. They talk about
real life-things like mental health and school.” Lucie, 13,
from Nancy in northeast France, who attended one of the
Paris concerts with her father, said: “They encourage peo-
ple to love themselves.” — AFP

In this file photo South Korean boy band BTS, also known as the Bangtan Boys, pose on the
red carpet at the 28th Seoul Music Awards in Seoul. — AFP photos

In this file photo fans react as they arrive for a concert of the South Korean K-pop boy band
BTS at the Stade-de-France stadium in Saint-Denis, on the outskirts of Paris.


