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It is the twenty-eighth anniversary of the departure of
the deputy ruler of Kuwait, Sheikh Abdullah Mubarak
Al-Sabah is at a time when his fingerprints remain

clear on the body of the nation in its various institutions.
The man, according to Dr Souad Al-Sabah, lives in the
country’s register as much as his achievements are wit-
ness to what he presented to his country, and he lives in
the memory of the people as far as his practices relate to
the principles and moral values of the people.”

She adds in her book (Abdullah Mubarak Al-Sabah in
Pictures): “The name of Abdullah Al-Mubarak remains in
the mind of Kuwait as a model of the general man, and
for the pride of power and prestige, because he respect-
ed himself and respected the positions he occupied in
his government, and he has the same personality outside
the authority. So he is imposing his respect and appreci-
ation, he has been great in judgment, and he is bigger in
his personal life”. On June 15, 1991, Kuwaitis and Arabs
bid farewell to a man whose Arabic name was written on
the pages of Kuwait’s modern history. After Kuwait was
liberated a few months ago, he was assured that his
great efforts and his family’s efforts to fight the invasion
and restore legitimacy were not in vain. 

He is Abdullah Mubarak Al-Sabah, the Gulf Falcon, its
deputy emir, and the youngest son of the lion of the
island, the founder of modern Kuwait, Sheikh Mubarak
Al-Kabir (Great Mubarak). Sheikh Abdullah Al-Mubarak
was born on August 23rd, 1914. He has adored Kuwait
since he was young, defending it, and he has performed
the tasks of men since he was 12 years old when he was
in the guard of the old gates of city’s wall, until he
reached his prestigious position as commander of public
security, army, police, aviation, and he is the founder of
radio and literary clubs. Then deputy ruler for ten years
during the reign of Sheikh Abdullah Al-Salem, who was
longly absent abroad, he is responsible for the adminis-
tration of the state Sheikh Abdullah Al-Mubarak. He is
one of the founders of the modern Kuwait, who planned,
built, lived, and set the foundation for its renaissance.

On this occasion, the French translation of the book
(Saqr Al-Khaleej - the Gulf’s Falcon Abdullah Mubarak
Al-Sabah) was recently published to be accessible to the
French speakers. This translation is an affirmation of the
importance of this Arab and international man, where the
fifth Arabic edition of the book was published in 2014,
followed by the English translation in 2016.

In the book, Dr Souad Al-Sabah is documenting her
husband’s life, and she has written the finer details of his
life from the moment before his birth until shortly after
his death, and the accompanying events of most of the
twentieth century, and with what it has a significant
impact on the political, economic and humanitarian map
of Kuwait as well as on geography, with reference to
major global or regional events with a big impact.

The book is divided into several chapters that include
an account of the facts and images of documents relied
upon in documenting the book, whether foreign or Arabic,
as well as excerpts from the comments of the Arab press
about the book. The writer of this huge book presented
the life of her husband, Abdullah Mubarak as if he was
mentioning the biography of the county but as a man, so
that the younger generations learn from him—as the
author points out—the principles of chivalry, manhood,
courage, generosity, and patriotism, considering that
Abdullah Al-Mubarak was a high beacon, and a tower of
Kuwait towers that guides travelers, ships, sailors, open
their way to safety to the ports of the twenty-first century.

The book comes within the books of biographies, the
title of it is “The Story of the Life of Sheikh Abdullah
Mubarak Al-Sabah and His Role in Building Modern
Kuwait”.  The book examines the political and social
development, modernization and institution-building
process in Kuwait, studying the personal characteristics
of the owner of the biography, in its social context.

As the book examines Arab and international rela-
tions, it examines pages of the development of the Arab
situation, the issue of Kuwait’s accession to the League
of Arab States prior to independence, and presents the
roots of Iraqi greed in Kuwait, and the relations of coop-
eration and rivalry between Britain and the United States
in the Gulf region, which are relations between a retreat-
ing colonial a power whose influence has diminished and
another young and rising force emerged victorious from
World War II, and sought to inherit the influence of
European countries and build a new empire.

The writer was keen to follow up on all the books
published in the 1950s or published documents that
were not previously available at the time of the issuance
of the previous editions, whether from British, Ottoman
or Gulf documents, as well as from the biographical
books of a number of Kuwaiti army officers who have
been given details for the process of building the army
and for the role of Sheikh Abdullah Mubarak Al-Sabah,
and from the complete collection of the magazine
Kuwait today, which some of its numbers were not avail-
able before.

“My only goal is to show the truth for an important
stage in the history of Kuwait,” said Souad Al-Sabah of
the book in his new edition. Emir Sheikh Sabah Al-
Ahmed Al-Jaber Al-Sabah praised in a letter addressed
to Dr Souad Al-Sabah the virtues of Sheikh Abdullah Al-
Mubarak and his prominent role in the renaissance of
Kuwait. Dr Souad Al-Sabah wrote in the preface to her
book: “Abdullah Mubarak Al-Sabah, a book of thou-
sands of pages and addresses must be read by the
young Kuwaiti generations, to learn the principles of
chivalry, manhood, courage, generosity, nationalism, and
a high beacon, he is one of Kuwait Towers, indicating
passengers, ships, and sailors, and open the way to them
to the road of safety to the ports of the 21st century.”

Dr Souad Al-Sabah highlighted the life of a compan-
ion in another book issued by the title (Abdullah
Mubarak Al-Sabah in Pictures): she said at the begin-
ning of the book:  “ Sheikh Abdullah Al-Mubarak grew
up in a desert tribal environment, he derived from this
environment his qualities, values, morals and righteous
principles, which were a beacon in his childhood, as well
as a solid foundation on which he firmly stood on it in his
youth, from which he derived his strength and distinction
as a statesman when he embarked on his various gov-
ernment responsibilities. This creation has left its traces
in his creation and printing, and he was patient able to
endure adversity and he is fearless, and his biography is

replete with events that indicate his personal courage. “
Sheikh was one of the few knights of Kuwait, who

placed the nucleus of the “Equestrian and Archery
Club”, and allocated the place between the Mushref and
the White Palace to practice his hobby, and called on
Kuwaiti youths to practice equestrian. The extraordinary
personality of this man has emerged in a traditional soci-
ety with its limitations and obstacles, and has looked for-
ward to the broad prospects and support for the forces
of change in Kuwait, he made them in many areas.

As he is the youngest son of Sheikh Mubarak Al-
Kabir, the founder of Kuwait, since the beginning of the
1920s, he has been responsible for the rule of Kuwait,
with his express loyalty and obedience to them. The role
of Sheikh Abdullah in the establishment of clubs and cul-
tural associations is clear, that represented the first
building blocks of civil society in Kuwait. He is one of
Kuwait’s most important persons in the 1950s in terms of
his role in decision-making and management of the rela-
tionship between the sheiks of Al-Sabah, the people, the
Arab and regional environment, the United Kingdom and
the world.

The politicians familiar with the 1950s and 1960s are
witnessing a good job of Al-Mubarak in the consolida-
tion of Kuwaiti-Arab relations on the one hand, and Arab
Arab on the other, as well as Kuwait’s accession to the
League of Arab States before independence, and con-
fronting Iraqi ambitions during the period of rule
Abdelkarim Kassem, as well as confronting the effects of
the global conflict on the Gulf region.

The Sheikh was awarded the honors of the first
degree from most of the Arab countries, including the
honoring of Egyptian President Mohamed Nageeb in a
high order, and the Egyptian President Gamal
Abdulnasser held a dinner at his house in Mansheyet Al-
Bakri, where he was awarded the highest Egyptian dec-
orations, and that visit was the beginning of a close rela-
tionship between the two men. In addition to medals
from leaders in Morocco, Lebanon, Syria, Lebanon, and
other Arab countries. The British government in 1945
gave him the medal of the Indian Empire with a compan-
ion degree due to his efforts in the Second World War.  

Sheikh Abdullah Al-Mubarak has embarked on pub-
lic work at a relatively young age since 1926, when he
was tasked to guard one of the gates of the Kuwait
Wall, and succeeded in this mission with remarkable
success with firmness and intelligence, and his activity
in the Kuwaiti Government continued after nearly 35
years as a decision maker.

Although the details of the life of Abdullah A-
Mubarak, according to the historical documents avail-
able, are unclear between 1926 and 1940, their effects are
evident in the era of Sheikh Ahmed Al-Jaber and beyond.
In terms of Sheikh Abdullah’s assumption of direct and
important security functions, and preparing him to be the
deputy ruler of Kuwait under the Sheikh Abdullah Al-
Salem, where he assumed the presidency of the Public
Security Department in 1942, became Governor of
Kuwait City following the death of Sheikh Ali Al-Khalifa.
Some people remember the behavior of Sheikh Abdullah
Al-Mubarak in an unprecedented wisdom after punish-
ing two of the servants of Princess Nora Bint
Abdulrahman Al Saud for their arrogance against some
Kuwaiti citizens, which led to a tense situation with King
Abdulaziz Al Saud, and ended with the king’s admiration
for the bravery of Abdullah Al-Mubarak, who donated
two cars, as well as his well-known courage in overcom-
ing a high risk threatened Kuwait in 1944 for the killing of
a member of the tribe of the Manaka and the threatening
to wage war on Kuwait, and intervened to calm the
atmosphere and solve the problem.

Then, in 1948, at the request of the Emir of Kuwait
Sheikh Ahmad Al-Jaber, Abdullah Al-Mubarak estab-
lished a Directorate for Passport and Nationality Affairs.
In 1949 Hani Qaddumi issued the first Kuwaiti passport

under the direct orders of Sheikh Abdullah Al-Mubarak.
In the same year, surfaced after he received a medal
from the Lebanese government without the permission
of the British government, which was associated with
Kuwait with a protection treaty signed since 1899.

In her book (Saqr Al-Khaleej - The Gulf’s falcon), Dr
Souad Al-Sabah narrated a firm stand by Sheikh
Abdullah Al-Mubarak in revoking Arab entry visas to
Kuwait: “The Sheikh has revoked entry visas to Kuwait
for the Arabs; he has a well-known position on this
issue. When the first flight of the Lebanese Middle East
Airlines arrived from Beirut to Kuwait, the political
agent ordered the Arab visitors to obtain entry visas.
The plane was found to carry people carrying visas
obtained from British embassies in their country and
others without visas. Do not hold a visa, and prevent the
entry of holders “All Arab countries should not require a
visa to visit their countries.” The requests of Arabs
wishing to visit Kuwait at the time were sent to the
political agent’s office for approval. 

When Sheikh Abdullah announced the revocation of
visas for Arabs, the agent called him to meet the Emir,
expressing his displeasure. The governor called Sheikh
Abdullah, who was outside Kuwait, to tell him what had
happened and that the political agent would meet him at
the airport. He had to clarify the matter to him and then
to meet him to inform him of the result. In fact, he
received the political agent Sheikh Abdullah at the air-
port - and with him the government secretary Abdullah
Al-Mulla - and suggested that he go together to meet
with the governor. The rumors followed Sheikh Abdullah
Al-Mubarak a lot, and some of them promoted that he is
yearning to rule, and one of the biggest evidence of the
nullity of these claims were the reception the Sheikh
Abdullah Al-Salem from India shortly before his inaugu-
ration as a prince on Kuwait a few days after the death
of Sheikh Ahmed Al-Jaber in 1950.

For various reasons between the travel of Prince
Sheikh Abdullah Al-Salem and his foreign concerns and
strategic reasons, Sheikh Abdullah Al-Mubarak in the
1950s held the position of deputy ruler of Kuwait many
times and repeatedly in ten years, especially in the last
three years that were in most of them are the actual act-
ing ruler, due to the illness of Sheikh Abdullah Al-Salem
and his journey abroad. Sheikh Abdullah Al-Mubarak
first managed matters in 1950, then 1951, then took it in
1952 for three months (March, November, and
December), and in 1953 for three months also (summer
period), In 1954 for two months (April and May), in 1955
for three months (April, May, and December), and in
1956 for one month (October), in 1957 for four months
(April, June, November, and December), and in 1958 for
nine months (except August, September, and October),
and in 1959 in most months for the governor to travel
every month of the year except October, and in 1960 for
six months (January, April, May, June, October and
November).

The greatest role of the Sheikh in the era of the ten
years prior to independence, and it seems that God was
estimated to have a link between him and his homeland
at a crucial stage of development for both. The Sheikh
was coming in the forties, the stage of manhood and the
ability to give, Kuwait is bursting with vitality and activi-
ty, flowing with goods and growth, and man’s interaction
with the requirements of the stage in order to build the
institutions of the modern state. As a further understand-
ing of the tense relationship with the United Kingdom,
the British Foreign Office in 1955 described the possibili-
ty of Abdullah Al-Mubarak ruling in Kuwait as a disaster,
and for several years they had created the news that he
was preparing himself for the succession of Sheikh
Abdullah Al-Salem. One of the most significant events in
the history of Kuwait was the visit by Sheikh Abdullah
Al-Mubarak in 1956 to Britain at the invitation of
General Tembler the head of British Army chief of staff.

Sheikh Abdullah was at the top of his agenda to negoti-
ate about 10 armored vehicles, as well as his first official
visit in the same year to Egypt at the invitation of the
Government of the Revolution and the Islamic
Conference, and then return from there to the police and
security command following the explosive events in
Kuwait and demonstrations of solidarity with Egypt
because of the triple aggression against them.

“It was no coincidence that Sheikh Abdullah Al-
Mubarak never traveled to Iran, India, and Pakistan, con-
trary to what was typical of this period, and his many
visits focused on Iraq, Syria, Lebanon, Egypt, Saudi
Arabia, and other Gulf countries” said Dr Souad Sabbah.
Lebanon occupied a special place in the heart of the
sheikh, and his visits to this country were fraught with
official, social and personal activities with many bodies
and individuals, and are closely acquainted with a num-
ber of prime ministers (..) and it was normal that the rela-
tionship of Kuwait to Saudi Arabia, which is a historical
relationship dating back to the era of the Departed
Sheikh Mubarak Al-Kabir(Great Mubarak) and King
Abdulaziz Al Saud, this relationship was reinforced by
the close friendship that linked Sheikh Abdullah Al-
Mubarak to King Saud.” The year 1959 was full of events
in which Abdullah Al-Mubarak held the strings of the
game, where he worked to increase the number of mem-
bers of the Kuwaiti army and held consultations in
London on the defense plans to be submitted by Britain
to Kuwait in the event of external aggression following
the repeated threats of Iraq at the time, Acting Governor
praised the Syrian-Egyptian unity. The most important
event in 1959 was the meeting of the Supreme Council
under the chairmanship of Sheikh Abdullah Al-Salem. He
and Sheikh Fahad Al-Salem criticized the sympathetic
behavior of Sheikh Abdullah Al-Mubarak and Sheikh
Sabah Al-Ahmad towards the opposition. 

By security, Sheikh Abdullah Al-Mubarak to respond
to the Iraqi authorities not to consent to the delivery of
water Shatt Al-Arab (River of the Arabs) to Kuwait
because Iraq fell into the hands of the Communists who
are conducting bloody liquidation against their oppo-
nents. In the same year, Sheikh Abdullah Al-Mubarak
sought to settle the relations between Cairo and Tunisia.

In 1960, Sheikh Abdullah Al-Mubarak married Suad
Mohammed Al-Sabah and gave birth to his first child
(Mubarak) on August 29, 1961. Muhammad was also
born in 1971, Umniah in 1972, Mubarak in 1978 and
Shaima in 1980. After his visit to the Vatican at the invi-
tation of the Pope, the Egyptian army received 100 jeeps
from him, and his meeting in 1965 with Iraqi President
Abdulsalam Aref in Egypt, and in 1966 sent him a check
of $ 1 million to Egyptian President Gamal Abdulnasser,
leaving the president to direct him for any purpose of
public interest, donated in 1967 with medical aid to
Egypt, and donated 1 million dollars for the war effort. In
1973, his eldest son died in Egypt.

Despite his long absence, Kuwait did not emerge from
the thought of Abdullah Al-Mubarak. In 1978 he returned
with his family to Kuwait. In 1983, he sent a letter to Sheikh
Jaber Al-Ahmad expressing his concern about the situa-
tion in Kuwait. His Highness left Kuwait on June 15, 1990, to
London, where he addressed a speech in October to
Sheikh Jaber Al-Ahmad in Taif following the events of the
invasion of Kuwait in which he expressed his pain and
gave him some advice. The path of the life of Abdullah Al-
Mubarak clearly shows that he was one of the pioneers of
modernization and progress in all areas of life.

At the level of thought and planning, the Sheikh had a
comprehensive view of things. He surrounded any sub-
ject in all its aspects, for example in his plan to build the
army, the development of the military capabilities of
Kuwait in various aspects of weapons, equipment,
ammunition, human beings, and training. We also recog-
nize the importance of national independence as build-
ing economic, social and administrative institutions
capable of performance and performance, as well as rec-
ognizing that institution-building requires the provision
of qualified personnel, and then, he was interested in
education and sending foreign missions in order to
familiarize the young people of Kuwait with the sciences
and systems.

In terms of and practice, the Sheikh has a realistic
view and ability to harmonize the balance between the
legal relationships with Britain and seek to expand
Kuwait’s external freedom of movement. The sad
moments come, and the sad news comes on June 15, 1991,
when the soul is overflowing with the presence of His
Highness Sheikh Abdullah Al-Mubarak in London, and he
is buried in the Sulaybakhat cemetery in Kuwait the next
day. By the death of Abdullah Al-Mubarak, a bright sun in
the history of Kuwait has gone, where the historical stage
was the most turbulent and dangerous for the people that
God wanted to face its destiny, but God Almighty created
men like Abdullah Al-Mubarak to run the ship to safety.

Abdullah Mubarak Al-Sabah, 28 years of absence
A statesman who created the renaissance of Kuwait and built its institutions


