
KUWAIT: The new GLB is manufactured
at the Aguascalientes (Mexico) plant and
will be introduced to the market in Q2 of
2020. One in three Mercedes-Benz cars is
now an SUV, and one in four a compact
model, meaning that a compact SUV like
the GLB is a combination of all the suc-
cess factors of the company’s highest-vol-
ume segments. 

With the new GLB, the compact car
family from Mercedes-Benz now consists
of eight models: the A-Class, A-Class
sedan and long-wheelbase A-Class sedan,
B-Class, CLA Coupe, CLA Shooting Brake
and the GLA, which are available globally.
In 2018 over 609,000 customers all over
the world bought a compact model. Since
the A-Class was launched in 1997, over 6.5
million vehicles from this segment have
been sold worldwide by Mercedes-Benz. 

Ready for boarding: up to seven seats
The GLB is the first compact vehicle

from Mercedes-Benz to offer a third seat
row on request with two additional indi-
vidual seats. The seats offer people up to
a height of 1.68 metres a comfortable
amount of space. The extensive safety
equipment includes retractable head
restraints, seat belts with belt tensioners,
and a side window airbag which also
protects the passengers in the third seat
row plus ISOFIX and TOP-Tether
anchorages for suitable child seats. These
can be used to attach up to four child
seats in the rear. 

Comfort details in the third row
include two drinks holders between the
seats as well as two stowage compart-
ments with a rubberised insert on the left
and right in the load compartment trim,
each with a USB port. The seats can be
lowered so that they are flush with the

load compartment floor in order to
extend the load compartment. 

The powerful proportions of the GLB
underscore the design with its off-road
orientation: the surfaces of the forms are
emphasised, and reduced lines and precise
seams are major features. The upright
front section with its striking headlamps is
clear evidence of off-road genes, as are
the short overhangs at the front and rear. 

The muscular and sensuously contoured
vehicle shoulder dominates the side view
at the height of the C-pillar, an effect rein-
forced by the rising waistline. The doors
reach over the side bar, improving ease of
access, and keep the door apertures free of
soiling as well as increasing protection in a
side impact. All-round protective claddings
divide the overall proportions and empha-
sise the vehicle’s off-road character, as
does the simulated underride guard at the
front and rear.  

“Its iconic design lends the Mercedes-
Benz GLB an unmistakable SUV charac-
ter”, says Gorden Wagener, Chief Design
Officer at Daimler AG. “The clear forms
with reduced lines and powerful surfaces
conveys our design philosophy of
Sensual Purity.”

With aluminum details: 
the interior design

The instrument panel consists of a sin-
gle piece, which has optical cut-outs in the
driver and front passenger area. The driver
faces a widescreen cockpit, with control
and display via MBUX (Mercedes-Benz
User Experience). A new feature is the
characteristic off-road tubular element in
an aluminium look which rounds off the
lower section of the instrument panel and
houses the three round centre air vents.
These give the dashboard support an

impression of robustness, power and a cer-
tain fun factor. Below the nozzles is the air
conditioning control panel, whose buttons
create the impression that they have been
milled from a solid aluminum cylinder. 

The robust character of the interior
continues in the center console. Tubular
elements in a machined look lend solidity
to the design of the components and con-
trols. Along the doors, the SUV character
is underlined by the horizontal grab handle
that, from the design and equipment line
progressive upwards, forms a robust part
of the door panel structure and resembles
a machined aluminum tube.

Spot on for hill and dale: the off-road
light function

The LED High Performance headlamps
and MULTIBEAM LED headlamps are
available for the GLB on request. The lat-
ter allow extremely quick and precise,
electronically controlled adjustment of
the headlamps to suit the current traffic
situation.  As an option there are also
front fog lamps with LED technology.
They distribute the light more widely
than the main headlamps and thus illumi-
nate peripheral areas better. Their low
position in the front bumper helps reduce
the risk of dazzling.

KUWAIT: Ooredoo Kuwait announced the
launch of its new 5G commercially that
supports 5th generation of cellular network
technology. The 5G network is a major
upgrade in Ooredoo’s portfolio that offers
customers superfast mobile broadband
Internet to deliver incredible download
speeds; bringing our mobile broadband
experience to unparalleled new heights.
Customers will have ultra-low latency times
meaning easier and more stable gaming and
streaming.

Worth to mention that Ooredoo made
the first trial International 5G call in the
region between Ooredoo Kuwait and
Ooredoo Qatar, demonstrating the phe-
nomenal capabilities of its 5G networks in
Qatar and Kuwait. Prior to the 5G launch,
Ooredoo hosted a special event that

demonstrated the power of its new 5G net-
work. The event was attended by media and
social media influencers and was held at the
company’s head office in the heart of
Kuwait City on Soor Street. During the
event, Ooredoo demonstrated the network’s
ability to operate video games comparing
both networks, which require fast data
speed, in addition to a live feed in 4K Full
HD of drone footage of the event, and a
speed test corner with devices equipped to
utilize the new network capacity.

Mijbil Al-Ayoub, Senior Director of
Corporate Communication underscored

that the 5G commercial launch embodies
the company’s core values of caring, con-
necting, and challenging, and demonstrates
its commitment to enriching people’s digital
lives and comes in tandem with our strategy
of digital transformation and adopting
future technologies. 

He added, “Over the years, we have
worked tirelessly to deliver the best in-class
services to our esteemed customers, no
matter their needs. Through this, we are
exercising our role as a private sector enti-
ty in the New Kuwait Vision 2035, and we
aspire to deliver comprehensive telecom
services with international standards in the
Kuwaiti market under one roof, which
comes in tandem with our digital transfor-
mation strategy.”

Upgraded network offers customers superfast mobile broadband Internet 

Ooredoo launches 5G commercially 
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More worry 
for China as
industrial growth
disappoints
BEIJING: China’s economy showed further
signs of weakness last month, with industrial
output posting its slowest growth in 17 years,
placing further pressure on the government as it
tries to steady the ship while battling a trade
war with the US. Authorities have for years been
attempting to transition the world’s number two
economy from a reliance on state investment
and exports to a more stable model driven by
consumption, with the tariffs stand-off compli-
cating that mission of late.

Retail sales actually beat expectations, rising
8.6 percent year-on-year in May, the National
Bureau of Statistics (NBS) said on Friday. That
compares to an 8.1 percent increase forecast in
a Bloomberg poll of analysts. But the NBS also
said industrial output rose just 5.0 percent, the
slowest increase since 2002, and missing a 5.4
percent analyst forecast.

Fixed-asset investment growth also under-
whelmed with 5.6 percent growth. The readings
are likely to fan speculation that authorities
may launch another round of stimulus. Beijing
has rolled out huge tax cuts and other meas-
ures this year to try to blunt the impact of a
trade war, which has seen the US impose tariffs
on hundreds of billions of dollars worth of
Chinese goods, causing worries for exporters.

China’s exports beat gloomy forecasts to
rebound somewhat in May, though imports
sank more than expected, according to official
data released earlier in the week.

But the overall downward trend gives Xi lit-
tle room to fight back forcefully against the US,
which is using tariffs as leverage to try to force
China into opening up its economy.

ANZ Research said it expected further
gloom ahead and revised down its 2019 esti-
mate for Chinese economic growth. “The eco-
nomic data coming out of China over the past
two months have not lived up to our expecta-
tions,” it said in a commentary on Friday.

It had adjusted its gross domestic product
growth forecast to 6.2 percent for 2019, from a
previous estimate of 6.4 percent. “The industri-
al outlook will remain gloomy over the next few
months in our view. Consequently, China’s
headline Q2 GDP figure will likely slow to 6.2
percent,” ANZ Research said. China’s economy
grew 6.4 percent in the first quarter of 2019,
according to official data.

The International Monetary Fund on
Wednesday also said it was lowering its China
economic growth forecasts for 2019 and 2020,
citing “uncertainty” over the trade war.

It now expects 6.2 percent growth this year
and 6.0 percent in the next, down from previ-
ous forecasts of 6.3 percent and 6.1 percent,
respectively. ANZ said expectations of a US
Fed rate cut would give Chinese policymakers
room to adjust reserve requirement ratios and
money market rates, adding that it expected
Beijing to do so.  —AFP

Ooredoo Kuwait’s Chief Executive Officer, Sheikh Mohammed bin Abdullah Al-Thani
makes the first international call using 5G technology
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Gathering clouds cast
shadow over upcoming
Paris Air Show
PARIS: Slumping orders, production bottlenecks, regu-
latory pressures and the prospect of fewer flyers:
Aviation executives have plenty on their minds as they
head to France tomorrow for the opening of the Paris Air
Show. It’s a starkly different mood from the previous
edition two years ago, when airlines worldwide were
optimistic about their prospects and placing big orders
for new planes.

But industry leaders Airbus and Boeing have instead
seen clients cancel orders for dozens of planes in recent
months, managing to sell just a handful of new jets.

While Airbus might claw back some ground with the
launch of the A321XLR at the airshow in Le Bourget, just
north of Paris, Boeing’s future has been clouded by two
deadly crashes that have grounded its popular 737
MAX. With the cancellations, “we’re in negative territory
for the year, and Airbus has a chance to rescue that a bit,

but Boeing does not,” said Richard Aboulafia, a longtime
industry analyst at the Teal Group in Fairfax, Virginia.

He said that slowing passenger traffic globally-year-
on-year growth slowed to just 4.3 percent in April, com-
pared with 6.5 percent growth for all of 2018 — also has
airlines worried.

The decline echoes soft global economic growth amid
trade tensions between the US, Europe and China, three
huge markets for air travel. And Aboulafia noted that air
freight levels are usually good predictors of passenger
traffic trends, “and these past couple of months have
been even worse for cargo traffic”. The International Air
Transport Association reports that freight traffic has
been in a downward spiral since the beginning of the
year. “The two most recent months, March and April,
were just god awful, and we’re going into this show not
really knowing what is happening,” he said.

Win back confidence 
Boeing and Airbus can take comfort in the fact that

both their order books remain strong after hefty revenue
growth last year, when combined they delivered more
than 1,600 planes. And their dominance has been bol-
stered by the woes at two main rivals, Canada’s
Bombardier-which has hived off aviation units while cut-

ting thousands of jobs-and Brazil’s Embraer, which is
selling its commercial plane division to Boeing. That
leaves them in prime position to meet an expected surge
in global passenger traffic, especially in Asia-at least
until China’s state-owned Comac starts marketing its
first jet in 2021. 

Analysts say nearly 40,000 planes will be in service
by 2038, double the industry’s current fleet.

Yet the frenetic production pace has left several
Airbus and Boeing suppliers struggling to keep up, lead-
ing to delays as “gliders” without engines or other key
parts remain parked on tarmacs.

Some pilots and travellers also suspect the rush to
build may have contributed to the flawed anti-stall tech-
nology in the Boeing 737 MAX. The so-called
Manoeuvring Characteristics Augmentation System
(MCAS) is blamed for an Ethiopian Airlines crash in
March and an Indonesian Lion Air crash in October,
which together claimed 346 lives. “The 737 MAX crisis
has an impact across nearly the entire industry, because
aviation security is an essential issue for every player,”
analysts at AlixPartners said in a research note. “It’s too
early to tell what will happen, but winning back passen-
gers’ confidence will be a true challenge for the entire
industry,” they wrote. — AFP 


