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KUWAIT: Zain, the leading digital service
provider in Kuwait, announced the launch
of its 5G Internet bundles for postpaid cus-
tomers. The launch comes after the compa-
ny’s announcement last month of the full
readiness of its network for the commercial
launch of fifth generation wireless technolo-
gy (5G) to be the first operator to offer 5G
technology in the GCC region via the
Kuwaiti market with nationwide coverage
of all areas.

Last May, Zain unveiled that it succeed-
ed in designing an integrated network for
5G services built on a world-class infra-
structure. This came after the official
announcement made by Kuwait’s
Communication and Information
Technology Regulatory Authority (CITRA)
to grant Zain the needed licenses for tele-
com operators to launch 5G services in the
Kuwaiti market. This technology will con-
tribute to fully launching the Zain’s potential
within the digital community and further
reinforcing its leadership in the ICT sector.
Starting from Saturday 15 June, Zain tem-
porarily changed the name of its network to
“Hello 5G” for 48 hours in commemoration
of the commercial launch of the service. 

Zain offers 5G Internet bundles for its
postpaid customers through a number of
flexible bundles starting at KD 45 monthly
with 500 GBs and a 5G BOLT router. The

company also offers many other 5G
Internet bundles with varying caps that
reach up to 4 TBs monthly to suit cus-
tomers’ different personal and business
needs. Customers can learn more about all
the available bundles through
kw.zain.com/5G or by visiting any of Zain’s
branches all around Kuwait. 

Zain also offers a variety of additional
products and services that offer users the

ability to enjoy the revolutionary features
of 5G technology even more, including the
TP-Link deco-mesh Wi-Fi zone extender,
which provides customers with full cover-
age across their home, as well as other
entertainment and gaming devices that can
be added to the 5G bundle for an
unmatched ultra high-speed Internet
experience.

Zain has always been one of the first
companies to offer the latest generations of
telecommunications technologies. As the
telecom sector is currently directing
towards digital transformation with signifi-
cant pace, it is evident that current mobile
telecom networks will not be capable of
satisfying the future needs of the sector
with what is currently available. For that,
Zain’s impending commercial launch of 5G
services comes to keep up with the fast-
paced and ever-evolving lifestyle patterns
of the community on all levels. 

The revolutionary fifth generation wire-
less technology (5G) offers endless appli-
cations that can be summarized in three
main uses. The first use is enhanced mobile
broadband (eMBB), which can be consid-
ered a direct extension and progression of
the current 4G LTE networks, offering

faster connections, higher throughput and
more capacity. The second use is Ultra-
Reliable Low-Latency Communications
(URLCC), which means a 5G network is
reliable for mission critical applications that
requires uninterrupted and robust data
exchange. The third use is Massive
Machine-Type Communications (mMTC),
which will be enabled by 5G networks to
serve as an infrastructure and an enabler

for the new applications that are expected
to mature in the near future.

With the widespread use of smart
devices, the increasingly fast-paced direc-
tion towards smart lifestyles, as well as the
lucrative opportunities presented by digital
services particularly in the profitable busi-
ness sector, mobile operators are encour-
aged to reinforce their investments in the
telecom sector. 

Reports and forecasts refer to the huge
potentials that will be offered by 5G tech-
nology, as well as the many opportunities it
will offer for the various industries, such as
e-commerce, retail, government transac-
tions, energy, public and safety facilities,
healthcare, public transportation, media,
entertainment, and financial services.
Furthermore, 5G services will enhance
essential services, and will further push the
telecom sector to a new phase of growth. 

5G technologies will offer ultimate
access, where people and smart devices
within the community will communicate
with each other in entirely new fashions.
The flow of information will be smooth and
continuous, while the highest degrees of
coverage and unlimited speeds will be pos-
sible with this generation of networks. 

The real value of digital information lies
not just within the information itself, but
rather in the new innovative services that
can be obtained from them. The nourish-
ment of digital economy will be possible, as
well as achieving positive change in manu-
facturing methods, current lifestyles, and
more. All this will ultimately enhance the
lives of people for the better.   

Offer starts at KD 45 monthly with 5G BOLT router
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India set to
raise tariffs on
some US goods
NEW DELHI: India has decided to raise
tariffs on imports of 29 goods from the US
after having deferred the move several
times since announcing it last year, media
reported yesterday.

The government had said last June it
would raise import taxes on a slew of US
goods including almonds and apples,
apparently irked by Washington’s refusal to
exempt New Delhi from higher steel and
aluminum tariffs. But it delayed raising tar-
iffs several times as trade talks between the
world’s two biggest democracies raised
hopes of a resolution.

However President Donald Trump’s
decision to strip New Delhi of its preferen-
tial trade status earlier this month appears
to have triggered the latest Indian move.
There would be no further delays in impos-
ing the retaliatory tariffs, the Economic
Times reported, quoting a government offi-
cial, with the new taxes due to take effect
from today.

The Press Trust of India news agency
said the finance ministry would make a for-
mal announcement soon, although it had
already conveyed its decision to the United
States. The trade tensions come despite
Washington’s effort to boost ties with India
as a counterweight to China and Trump’s
stated good relations with Prime Minister

Narendra Modi. Trump and Modi are set to
meet at the G20 summit on June 28-29 in
Osaka where the sticky trade issue is likely
to be taken up.

It is also likely to figure during talks with
US Secretary of State Mike Pompeo who is
set to visit India for talks later this month.
On Wednesday Pompeo had said the US

was open to dialogue with India and would
“broach some tough topics”. US goods
and services trade with India stood at an
estimated $142.1 billion in 2018. The US
trade deficit with India was $24.2 billion,
according to official data. Washington is
already engaged in a full-blown trade war
with India’s regional rival China. — AFP

Turkey hits out at
Moody’s after
credit rating cut
NAKARA: Turkey yesterday lambasted
Moody’s ratings agency after it cut Ankara’s
credit rating further into junk territory, say-
ing the downgrade raised concerns over the
institution’s “objectivity and impartiality”.
The agency downgraded the long-term debt
rating to B1 from Ba3 and said it maintained
the negative outlook for Turkey, in a state-
ment late Friday.

Although the country had a “large,
diverse economy” and government debt was
low, Moody’s said this was outweighed
increasingly by “continued erosion in insti-
tutional strength and policy effectiveness on
investor confidence”.

But the Turkish treasury and finance min-
istry said the move was “incompatible with
the Turkish economy’s fundamental indica-
tors”. “As a result this raises questions over
the objectivity and impartiality of the body’s
analyses,” the ministry added in a statement.

It pointed to rising tourism revenues,
falling inflation and a new judicial reform
package as examples of “very positive
developments that we sadly see are being
ignored”.

The Turkish economy entered into
recession for the first time in a decade last
year following a currency crisis in the sum-
mer amid tensions with the United States.
But last month official data showed Turkey

exited the recession with 1 .3  percent
growth in the first quarter of 2019, although
analysts say the return to growth could be
temporary.

Moody’s also said the latest downgrade
reflected the view of a continued rising risk
of a balance of payments crisis, “and with it
the risk of a government default.”

The agency said the negative outlook was
maintained because of possible instability
caused by the re-run of the Istanbul mayoral
election on June 23 and the fear of US sanc-
tions against Turkey over Ankara’s purchase
of a Russian missile defense system. The US
says if Turkey purchases the S-400 system,
it faces penalties under an act which pro-
hibits business with Russia’s state and pri-
vate defense and intelligence sectors. “The
sanctions which the US Congress will con-
sider if the purchase goes ahead, while
largely undefined to date, cast a further
shadow over Turkey’s economy and financial
system,” Moody’s said. — AFP 
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US President Donald Trump’s decision to strip New Delhi of its preferential trade status
earlier this month appears to have triggered the latest Indian move. — Reuters


