
Sunday, June 16, 2019

5
L o c a l

Established 1961 

TUNIS: Kuwait Journalists
Association (KJA) board member
Dehiran Aba Al-Khail has won a seat
in International Federation of
Journalists (IFJ) Executive
Committee elections. The Kuwaiti
journalist garnered 225 votes in the
process held on the sidelines of the
30th IFJ Congress held in Tunis. KJA
Treasurer and Kuwaiti Delegation
Head Jassem Kamal said Aba Al-
Khail’s win of 225 out of a total 260
votes was deemed an accomplish-
ment for Kuwait and its journalism.
“It also reflects Kuwait’s world repu-
tation as a regional beacon of the
freedom of expression and responsi-
bility,” he said. But, he said, this
achievement requires more efforts
by Kuwaiti journalists to maintain
their key media role in the region
and the world.

Historic role
Meanwhile, Aba Al-Khail

boasted about his win of an
IFJ seat as a recognition of
the historic role of the KJA
and journalism at Gulf, Arab
and international levels. This
success has been notched up
thanks to Kuwait’s good rep-
utation and close relations
with other countries, chiefly
Arab ones, along with Arab
integration within the IFJ.
Held in Tunis for the first time the
Middle East and Africa, the 30th IFJ
Congress concluded here on Friday,
with the attendance of 300 union
leaders representing 600,000 jour-
nalists. The IFJ, the world’s largest
organization of journalists, repre-
sents 600,000 media professionals
from 187 trade unions and associa-
tions in more than 140 countries.

Established in 1926, the IFJ is the

organization that speaks for journal-
ists within the United Nations system
and within the international trade
union movement. First established as
the Federation Internationale des

Journalistes (FIJ) in 1926 in Paris, it
was relaunched as the International
Organization of Journalists (IOJ) in
1946, but lost its Western members
to the Cold War and re-emerged in
its present form in 1952 in Brussels. 

Protecting press freedom
In the meantime, Minister of

Information and Minister of State for
Youth Affairs Mohammad Al-Jabri

said the reelection of a Kuwaiti jour-
nalist to the membership of the exec-
utive committee of IFJ signals
Kuwait’s contribution to the efforts to
promote the profession and protect

the press freedom. “The
Congress took place from June 11
to 14 in Tunisia, the first time in a
Middle East country,” Minister
Jabri said, appreciating Aba Al-
Khail’s contributions to the KJA
and journalism in Kuwait. “Kuwait
is the first Gulf Cooperation
Council (GCC) member country
to be represented in the IFJ
executive committee,” he noted.

The minister reaffirmed the
ministry’s commitment to working

with the KJA, as a civil society insti-
tution, to ensure free press in line
with the insight of the political lead-
ership represented by His Highness
the Amir Sheikh Sabah Al-Ahmad Al-
Jaber Al-Sabah, His Highness the
Crown Prince Sheikh Nawaf Al-
Ahmad Al-Jaber Al-Sabah and the
His Highness the Prime Minister
Sheikh Jaber Al-Mubarak Al-Hamad
Al-Sabah. — KUNA
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Kuwait, ICRC to
hold strategic talks
over humanitarian
challenges
GENEVA: Kuwait’s Permanent Representative to
the UN and International Organizations head-
quarters in Geneva Ambassador Jamal Al-
Ghunaim said yesterday that Kuwait would hold
annual strategic talks with the International
Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) tomorrow.
Ghunaim said in a statement that these talks
would take place in the Committee’s headquarters
in Geneva, to discuss, coordinate and organize
international efforts towards the most recent
humanitarian challenges. “These talks come from
Kuwait’s keenness in obliging to International
Human Laws and in cooperation with ICRC
towards providing humanitarian aid. Kuwait
aspires to achieve better humanitarian work by
living up to international standards,” Ghunaim
continued.

Ghunaim noted that
the talks include several
regional and interna-
tional humanitarian
issues, especially in the
Middle East, and ways
of dealing with those
issues to mitigate its
negative effects, in
addition to the issue of
lost Kuwaitis and the
Committee’s role in
finding solutions. The
Kuwaiti Ambassador
also explained that this
meeting would have a general humanitarian diplo-
macy aspect and discussions to provide better
solutions for the future. The Kuwaiti delegation
will be represented by Assistant Foreign Minister
for Affairs of the Office of Deputy Prime Minister
and Foreign Minister, Ambassador Sheikh Dr
Ahmad Nasser Al-Sabah, and President of Kuwait
Red Crescent Society (KRCS) Dr Hilal Al-Sayer.
President of the International Committee of the
Red Cross (ICRC) Peter Maurer and a number of
figures involved in humanitarian work will also be
present. — KUNA
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Singaporean,
Kuwaiti tankers
collide at
Bangladeshi port 
KUWAIT: A Kuwaiti oil tanker had a minor collision
with a Singaporean container ship at the Port of
Chittagong in Bangladesh, Kuwait Oil Tanker
Company (KOIC) said on Friday. The collision took

place at the outer anchorage of Chittagong Port after
the Kuwaiti tanker Burgan’s shipment was unloaded
in a normal and safe way, the KOTC said in a state-
ment. The accident between Burgan and Express
Mahanada was caused by traffic congestion at the
port, it added. However, neither marine pollution no
casualties were reported as the Kuwaiti tanker safely
docked at the Bangladeshi port, according to the
statement. The Kuwaiti company’s operations have
not been affected by the accident, it said, adding that
investigations would be carried out in order to find
the exact causes of the collision and take all neces-
sary legal measures in order to safeguard its rights
and properties.  — KUNA


